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“O Nature, how, in every charm wpreme, 
Thy votaries feast on raptures ever new ! 
Oh for the voice and fire of zeraphim, \. _ .. 
To sing thy glories with devotion due! 

..  Blext be'the day I 'scap'd the wrangling crew · 
From Pyrrho's maze and Epicure ty j 
And held high convene with the god. Ike few, 
Who, to th' enraptur'd heart, and ear, and eye, 
| Teach Beauty, Virtue, Truth, Love; and Melody.” 


R Marr. 
0 i 
4 * 
* 
1 '« = * T 
1 IR, 4 * 
% 
2 
5 d x 
1 f 
\ 8 9 ' | | * 
= 
. 
. 4 
L 0 
” &\ ® 


* 


TO THE RIGHT HONOURABLE it 


* 1 


BARON PENHRYN, Or EHE M 


: % 
- = by w 3 . * 2 * * 4 1 
. « Wl 
1 * 4 , 1 % I | 
1 : | 
» 1 * % 4 
— THESE EBTTEARS © © 
1 % * * 5 o 1 
1 | 
: | 1 * x N . 
« l . £ « IST, *, «5 1 \ * x - 9 > * of < 5 . 3 1 


| | ow A COUNTRY; ..: 4 
0 \ \ % K 
'=wit a 5 bs . 
\ 


l 
5 4 + K 
C _ * . 
* | N f | 
9 7 ” 
| * N * „ 


= 


* 5 4 
G 9 5 * 
; . 
+4 G _ * 
* % * \ : > 
* 
4 
SQ 
\ 
= 
' : 
* 
= 
Y 
p - 
* % 
1 
4 
. 
3 
- 
A 
* 
of g = p _ Y 
a 5 by =- * * 
. a — a SG \ f : 
. 4 PLS 75 > * 85 5 £ 3 5 OW 
* 5 m 1 p 
* HIS LORD P | 8 
0 U 9 — 
: „ N 0 
— Qs 4 . - i A , | A 
1 * : # * 7 Ii . " : : » : % v 8 * - k g 
b | \ - 2» 
1 1 | N 
" »a p . 
3 . 6 * * b 4 ” P — 
2 N A Fe. © OBEDIENT | | . 
: : 5 0 > 
. K ; 
\ * = 
> . * 
D - 0 os * 4 dy Y ; = — . Y 
* C 1 * FS | 
. * 1 = 4 . * — % 
* * 1 ws % 1 14 I 1 mY $a Lp; > A 
= 4 ” . . 
1 1 10 . i 7 A . A 
A ed. 5 B «23 $6 > _ : 
_ U . * © + „ 4 . KA. n 1 . ; 
= * J 
k a * * w n pa 
- % ks » 
ES ; % If * LY ; » : : = 0 1 L 
$ «4 - * * \ 
© % . F 9 * P 0 
- * 
* . 4 . 
* = : * . þ " & 
. by — * = v 
* 4 — 2. „ > £4 i. . g i e Ws." ? : * , I 
r * - © ; a 5 
1 9 1 * 
= - 
1 . 
r = 
* — = 
A . = : 
1 % 1 
k % - = 
. = 
= 
, * 
Y — 
* * F 
: aw 
. 5 # —_ 
4 . W Py - a 
4 ” "_ * . * 1 
. 4 . 
; | 4 Y ng — 
* 


- 


* 
— 
% 
- 
—- 
* 
% - 
— : 
* 
* 
* 
* 
» 
— 
* 
— 
— 0 
* 
* * 
* 
2 
* 
— 
3 
9 
* 
4 
4 
GS 
> * 
* 
LS 


—— 


A x 


% 


* 
2 * 
SES 
* 
„ 
* 
* 
* 
. 
— 
. 
% 
- - 
<< — 8 
8 2 > 


— 


a ft __ 


K 1 2 
22 


— 


* * a " : 
.TARARS ' . 


Jade gui t to mir. od has ; He ton ned 


3651 "et 11484 8 i > o bio Ne 5?” 3044 be * 0 | 


* 


I. 1 um Meme 
nnn 1 


3 : * 7 N 3:54 THT] 5 
Tas Glowing, observations, on the mange 
people and of, a, country, nearly cone 
nected with, gur oyn, were made at fern, times, 


but more portichlarly in the sammer- months gf 


he Ia Iva acts oh. alle; havin: Nw 
As gbveral publications have, late, appedt under 


the title of “ A Tour in Wales,“ Ss. 2 4 
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upon A re any thing further dee 
ject, which will, by some e be ined fl 
already erbat s. 


It may be obetrved, et the liſe i Wi 


duration; but 6 ling,” compared with the time ne- 
cessary for thoroughly surveying the multiplicity of 


objects arotMmd- bim 4 the brevity” of life,” therefSie; 
stamps a value upon ideas- otherwise unimportant} 
and raiges into cone quenee descriptions that you 


otherwise be disregarded. e e pave; 18 1 og 
N. 11 D © 30 | 
twin that. be 


Every traveller ace enn ede 


thing unobseryed before, and that he is capable of 


communicating-knawledge not obtained or imparted 
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vi PREFACE, 

dustry of research ; and the desire of relating what 
was pleasant to behold or difficult to obtain, induces 


him to conclude, that whatever was impot ant to 
bimself must be PA to mankind, 


It will be admitted, that even in the zame route 
different objects will strike different minds; and that. 
the same objects will not appear of equal importance 
in the eye of every observer. To examine the ele- 
vations of Snowdon a Botanist would esteem weeks 
well employed; while, to the superficial traveller, 
who Jooks upon a country merely as a landscape, for 
the gratification' of the eye of taste, the puttuit of 
Botany would be considered as the vagaries f 
enthusiasm ; as the minute investigations of the An- 
tiquariap are the subject of ridicule to the fashion- 
able Tourist, whose pursuits migbt, in their turn, 
be regarded by some as the mere energies of oy... 


A country like North Wales, glmost Oy 
in many of its parts to the traveller, and, till very 
lately, but little. frequented by the votaries | of; Sei- 
ence, must yet remain, in a great measure, une - | 
plored, It affords, therefore, to che lovers of. Na- 
tural History, ample room for speculation and re- 
search; an extensive field both above and beneath 
the surface offers itself to the eye of eee and | 
olloks the Invectigntions r Sciende. | 


. Journey, bn 0 for Botanical purposes, ak 
with a view: of publishing, at some future period, a 
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Flora Cumbrica, 3 with 
learned Remarks upon the remains of Arts and Insti- 
tutions ; nor with those profound observations upon 
life and manners which would adorn the pages of the 
Moralist and Politician ; yet, it would be impossible 
for the man of feeling to pass through a country con- 
sidered as part of his own, but to which the manners 
and customs of its inhabitants, form so great a con- 
trast, without taking some notice of its peculiarities. 
If it should be objected as derogatory to the dignity 
of a writer, that, in the course of this little Work, too 
much attention has been paid to humble circum- 
stances, to The short and simple annals of tbe 
poor,” I must nr tho-ronds of a c 

brated Author: e 


. Let it be ent: that life consists not 
of a variety of illustrious actions or elegant enjoy- 
ments; the greater part of our time passes in com- 
pliance with necessities: in the perſormance of 
daily duties: in the removal of small inconveniences : 

in the procurement of petty pleasures : and we are 
well or ill at ease as the main stream of life glides on 
smoothly, or is ruffled by small obstructions. and 
frequent interruptions. The true s/ate of every 8 
ene life.” e ow 


| Thess Letters, addressed to a ieee | 

originally intended for publication; they consisted 

| merely of diarian memoranda on such objects as ap- 

1 0 peared singular or striking; with cursory remarks on 

the inaccuracies and erroneous statements of ſormer 
7 * 


8 
ra | 
travellers : interwoven with historic facts and uit 
sion io anolent usages, and the Customs of othet 
veations. They have been, in one dune of the | * 
1 keitations of friends who had seen them) pre- 
pated ſor the press; and the Autbor bas thought 
proper to avail himself of a! few: obeervatiohs of 
- others, to correct or: illustrate his o here he a0 
know ledges himself obliged to the. ingenious Ain; 
and the laborious Pemunt, whose volumes uro 
e as/ bh Un 
— hon £4; ke pry ral 1 n t AL? 3 8 it 7 


nen Hamit 6} bing 1991 was! ene A 
The Writer of dee Lotiars entetining no hig 
expectatians : he ſorms no sanguine views: If from 
his pages the reader should derive. any SR 
the Author will haye the gatisfaction to reflect 
that it has been afforded without recommending 
ſolly or adminivtering to vice; and if he has added 
another volume of whit is called light reading, to. 
the \many' Ulteady before the public, it id be at 
which Modesty will” have bo Ganse to blash, nor 
Moray to frown.” Such as it is;"it is presented to 
itte Publ: the Author 15 anſwerable to the guar- 
98 dans bf the public taſte ; on its merits or demerits 
ii i for them td dedide; and by ther decision let it 
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N.. n is —— " cnt 
upon a subject that mutually interested us both at | 


an early period of our lives: the romantic scenery, 

rare productions, and peculiar manners of a country, 
which for ages was the asylum of Reli gion and Liberty, 

and ſor a series r — 
bitious usurpation of the English Monarchy, and 1 
checked the tyrannical oppression of its votaxies. 
The estimates, my Friend, of human existence, and 
human power, are generally made upon imaginary 
data. Few consider that thought is an energy of 
che mind, while action is only an effort of the body. 
The multiplicity of plans that are ſormed without 
being realized, convince us it is easier to project tban 

to execute; and while it demonstrates the very li- 


mited power of man, it furnishes an eee 


argument ſor che Immortality of the Soul. 

The scheme we had long in view of havetring | 
these scenes together, from.circumstances well known 
to you, was frustrated; and the alternative was left 
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to me to undertake the Journey without the valuable 


company of so intelligent a Friend, or to give up 
those expectations which had been raised 0 var 
pitch by the recurrence of disappointment. 

In the Summer of 1798, accompanied by persons 


calculated to give assistance to inquiry, and stimulus 


to research, I entered on a journey that promised 
to open new sources of information and delight; and 
it is with conscious pleasure I am able to say, that 
my most sanguine hopes were realized. I expe- 
rienced pleasures, the recollection of which will 


tend to sweeten many an otherwise irksome bour, 
and made reflections on men and manners still more 


essentially useful in a moral and religious view. Re- 
flections which I hope will make me more humble 
in myselſ, liberal towards others, and grateful to him 


who is the Author of "_ Os: and OG | 


good in s00iety. 


Early in the month of June we arrived: at the 


ancient town of Shrewsbury, which is too well known 


for a description of it to be interesting. Leaving 


the Oswestryroad on our right, we directed our course 
westward, and took the road for Poole, 


The first place that claimed our attention, was a | 


small village near the Severn, named Buttington, 
over which is an old stone bridge, remarkable for 
having been the place where the English obtained 
a decisive victory over the Danes, under their leader 
Hesten, A. D. 894. After having over-run great 


part of England, they were surrounded here by the 


Generals of the brave Alfred, who so closely block- 
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upon their own horses. At length reduced todespair 
by famine, attempting to cut their way through the 


Saxon Army, a terrible slaughter ensued, and scarcely 


sufficient were left alive to inform their countrymen 


of the disaster. By the road side grows in abundance, - 


the ABTEMISIA ABSINTHIUM; It is used by the 
country. people instead of hops, and has the peculiar 


property of destroying acescency in beer, grown 
hard for want of them. A property mentioned by 

Dr. Stokes, renders this a' valuable plant. The leaves 
steeped in boiling water, and repeatedly applied to 


a recent bruise, remove the pain, and prevent the 


swelling and discojoration of the part. We reached 


Poole about eight o'clock in the evening, and were 
pleased ta find, though we had quitted England, 
we had not bade adieu to the comforts and civility 


ſor which its inns are ſamed. At the Royal Oak the 


accommodations are good, and the charges moderate. 
We sat down to a pleasing repast, well served up, 
and for the first time met with a fish called a Salmon 
Mort,“ somewhat like a Salmon Traut, good eating, 


and in great plenty through most parts of North - 
Wales. When at an inn I generally bespeak civility 


from the attendants, by taking -an' early opportunity 
of paying them a compliment. The waiter could 
A speak English. I observed that be was 


. nba eee he by A ue of mn git emp 
they are called smelts; the 2d, sprods; the zd, morts; the 4th, 


fork tails; 5th, half fab; and the 6th, are EIT, with the 


name of zalmon, 
B 2 


1 
the Pagans, that they were obliged to feed | 


3 
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good-natured fellow, and partook of the civility of 
his country, But I received a smart retort courteous, 
assuring me he was not a Welshman, which con- 
vinced me I was not yet far enough West to lay 


hold of the partialities of the country. On inquiry, 


I learnt that our waiter was born in Clun, a village, 
part in Shropshire and part in Radnershire, Waren 
PooLs, as it is generally. called, is a good town, 
a little West of the Severn, is the principal of five 


boroughs in Montgomeryshire, whose joint suffrage 


sends one Member to the British Senate. It is 
governed by a Mayor, Burgesses, Common Council, 
Recorder, &c. But I was sorry to observe in this, 
as in most other places in the principality, order is 


preserved more by the influence of petty-ſogging 


Attornies, than the veneration for Corporate Bodies; 
and security is derived rather from the dread of Com- 


mon Law, than the regulations of Municipal Legis- 
lature. This place probably derived its present name 
from a deep pool now within the inclosure of Po-˖-ẽs 


Park, denominated from the dark appearance of its 
water, Llundy Pool. In ages of ignorance, it was 
considered unfathomable, or, as the people term it, 


without a bottom. Various attempts have been made 
to ascertain its depth, the result of which will allow' 


it to be about 300 feet; | but from the great vari- 
ation in che depth, it is not an improbable conjecture 


that there is an intercommunication between the 
waters of the Poole and those of the Severn ; yet 


notwithstanding the average depth has been ascer- 
_ tained, so fond are maukind of the marvellous, that 
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the line of actual admeasurement has not yet exploded 
the line of 8uperstition;. 

The town is decently built, the dane notable 
chiefly of brick, form one long and handsome street, 
in the centre of which stande a new County Hall, 
erected by subseription, comprising apartments above 
for the purposes of justice and amugement ; and below - 


for the accommodation of trade. It bas an elegant 


front, with colonnades, and pilasters of stone, and 
forms a public ornament to the town, giving a ſa- 
vourable idea of the vpirit and liberality of the county. 
The principal manufacture carried on here, and at 
the adjacent villages, is flannel; and it is the mart for 
this article, and other coarse woollen goods, made 
by the little. farmers in the bill country, which are 
bought up for ready money wy the W my _— 
pool and Shrewsbury. | 
We were pleasingly struck with the lun and opirit | 
that pervades this little place on the adcagion. The 
show of native and unvarnished beauty is very great; 
for the business of buying and selling is chiefly con- 
duoted by women here, 1 1 the er 
of North Wales. FR 
A reflection naturally arose on aha a 


which these females acquired, in the scale of utility 


and respect, over the English fair, by -conducting 
an important part 1 du, pe e cram 


country. 


Newa said I, are waeful as well e | 
while they administer to the happiness of man, they 


contribute to his wealth, They prove themselves 
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worthy, the honourable station they fill as mothers, 
by affording such essential assistance to the support 
of a fumily, and rise into importance by the consi- 
derable portion they perform of the duties in gociety, 
The common bar to matrimony, incompetence to 
maintain a family, does not exist here. Educated for 
the intended situation, and habituated to those active 
employments, necessary to domestic comfort and 
prosperity, a wife is deemed a valuable helpmate, and 
u numerous family an increasing blessing.”' © What! 
(still rivetted to the spot) said I, is the genius of 
domestic happiness asleep, or is he driven away by 
luxury and dissipation, that my fair oountry-women 
receive an education which only fits them for the 
theatre or the ball-rootn, and incapacitates them for 
every thing venerable attached to the name of wife, 
or of mother!! Taught to consider the external 
accomplishments of the body as comprising every 
thing amiable or important, the modern fair one 
points all her attention to the graces of her person, 
while all that would qualify her to soſten the as- 
perities of life, to soothe her partner's cares, to ussist 
in providing for the increasing demands of a rising 
- family, and enable her to educate her children in the 
same habits of industry and economy 1s- neglected 
and despised. The daughters of Athens and of 
Rome were the children of usefulness : und let 
Christain parents blush to hear they fall far short of 
the poor benighted Pagans in estimating the im- 
portunde, and attending to the business of education. 
In those times no citizen of note appeared in public 
6 
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in any dress that was not manufactured by the ſemale 
part of his family; und, permit me to uk, have the 
fair been- more respected-by the other tex, or has their 
happiness been increased since that period of our 
history, 'when every yeoman appeared at' market and 
at church in a dress that was r by his wiſe or | 
his daughters?” : 

While thus strongly ay with the fatal 
dystem of modern ſashionable education, and anti- 
cipating its pernicious effects to society, my attitude 
and gestures had attracted the attention of a crowd. 
of speetators, who, though puzzled to account for my 
extraordinary appearance, could not possibly con- 
jecture I was making a comparison in their favour, 
The downeast look of many of the senior part, in- 
dicated that their sympathy was excited, and that 
they supposed my head was affected, while the signi- 
ficant giggle of some of the junior part, and the loud 
broad laugh of others, us elearly: proved they enter- 
tained a more flivourable opinion of my case. I 
added tny smile on the en and men 
fully, left them. 

The church is an old (gothic structure, not . 
able for its elegance. Belonging to its orhamente, 
is @ beautiful chalive of pure gold, containing by 
meagure a wine quart. The idle story told by the 
sexton, of its having been the donation of a 
transported felon, 'who'had been sdecessſul, is re- 
futed by the inscription it bears, which informs the 
classe render it was the giſt of Thomus Davies, who 
held the office of Governor - General of ull the English 
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Colonies on the Western Coast of Africa. Thot this 
vessel, formed of Guinea Gold, eo the value of 1 68l. 


he, bestowed upon the church of Poole, as a ducred 


and grateful offering for the honour of Gon, in com- 
memoration of his life having been preserved in 
that unhealthy climate. through the Divine Merey. 
A singular appeal is made to heaven upon any sacri 
legious attempt to alienate this sacred property. 
The Severn is navigable for small barges, up to a 


place called the Poole Stake, about three quarters of 


a mile from the town, where it is joined by. a ris 
vulet, called Gledding, Hence taking a North- 


easterly direction, and enlarged by the tributary 


rivers, the Virnwy and the Tanad, it waters the 
counties of Salop, Worcester, and Gloucester, and 
empties. itself into the Channel below Bristol. But 
though furnisbed with this admirable means of con- 
veyance, a new canal is now making ; a branch of the 


Elesmere joining it, at 8 right angle near Hordly, 4 


pazzes through Llanymynech, Poole, and Berhiw 
to Newtown, By this & communication will be 
opened to the collieries and other mines in Denbigh- 


8hire z and,, by its junction with the Aenne Front, 10 


to Chester and Liverpool. 

The work was now at a, stand from 1 wuppored 
Abe of water, arising evidently from, ignorancp 
bow to apply what was in the hands of the proprietors,. 
to the best odvantage, rather than from a, real de- 
ficienpy. The prejudice of the neighbourhood was 
strongly against the undertaking, and g powerful 


opposition of the Land-ownors attended every atep of 
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the concern. Notwithstanding, perbaps, what.'we. 
term prejudice, may in the issue prove to be the 
result of sterling seuse and acpurate reasoning, The 


| paxiiqn; for tene artificial rirem has of late broken 


out in paroxyems of epidemio rage: and because 


one set of aquatic speculatars have discovered a new 


mode to acquire wealth, the whole country must 
be laid under contributions to, on es vanity 
or mshness of future adventures. 
Much has been advanced on the ods ad- 
vantages and disadyantages of an extengiye inland 
navigation, and probably the decision of the ques- 
tion must be leſt to the judgment nd Experience 
of future generations. l N 
The partizans of canals have. not failed to adopts a 
mode of reas0ning, more specipus than solid, by ad+ 
verting to the advantages of this kind of communis 
cation between the extreme parts of the vast and 
populous Empire of China, and the swampy morasses 
of Holland, which, without drains, would not only bo 
impussable, but absolutely yninhabitaþle, Neither of 
which are appasite cages to make deductions from, for 
this island, the remotest parts of which from the sen 
are 30 small a distance, that with the assistance of its 
navigable rivers, land carriage becomes a small object 
in the yalue of its exports or imports. , WONG? 
The very idea of « navigable river, the expences 
and the profits of which are to be defrayed out of 
the incumbent trade, pre-suppotes muoh to bobrought 


in, and much to be carried out, ard ar 
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includes not only produce, but population. 


It 


might be therefore reasonable ground for hesitation, 


Whether the benefit of a partial water carriage, in 
un inland part of the kingdom, where the produce 
and the consumption preserve nearly an equal pace 
with each other, will compensate ſot the loss of 
thousands of acres of the most valuable land thus 
rendered useless for the purposes of agticulture, 
and the multifarious injury done to the adjacent 


meadows by the oozing of the water through the 


banks; not to mention the abundance of depredy- 


tions to which all kinds of property in the _— 


of a canal is obviously and unavoidably exposed. 


To a few individuals, whose extensive matiors are | 


eovered with timber advantage will acerue, from 
the easy conveyance it affords for this heavy article 
to a market, and the increased demand and advance 
in the price. But an advantage of this kind must 
be partial in the extent, confined in its continuance, 
and at the same time operate as a bar to improve; 
ment among the less opulent Landholders. One- 
fourth of the money thus expended; laid out upon the 


roads of country, would have a far greater tendency 


to improve the soil, and ameliorate the condition of 
its inhabitants. Every man possesses some portion 
| of —— and apfryr perhaps is nt Weak we the 


* — ee eie ma _ tel the. 


beart of Herefardsbire from Leominster, forming a junction with 
the Severn at Stourport, in the county of Woreater, which = not 


paid de proprietor 1% oy per cent. 


* 
—_—_ ar A ea ad amb} a ew A © inet ont ani 


adjoining Castle of Powis, (as we learn from Powel, 
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exhibiting a good team or plough on the road; this 


encourages d good breed of cattle and horses, by 


which the 1abours of agrieulture are performed ; and 
it requires very little science to know, that to possess 
the power of performing labour, is proportionate 
wealth, and by which ons * Oo uy is 
diminished or increaged; Wen 

This place acknowledged the same Lord with the 


page 300,) when the Prinee of Wales came to Chester, 
29th of Edward's reign, A. D. 1301, to receive fealty 
of all the principal Freeholders of Wales; among 
thoge who-did. homage was Gryffydd, Lord of n 
Wanne Ui ee |; 

A pleasant walk of a mile brought us to Howe 
Caries, This venerable pile is built, in the castes 
lated form, of red sand-stone, upon the ridge of & 
rock of very small extent. Its plan, a mixture of 
Castle and Mansion. The entrance is by an ancient 


gateway, between two massy round towers, into tho 


area, ' Several other towers are still standing, flanked 
with semi- circular bastions. The inside exhibits 
nothing worthy of notice, save a long gallery; 117 
feet by 20. It was once much longer, hut an apart - 
ment has lately been taken from it. The hanging 
gardens, eomposed of terrace upon terrace, are as · 
cended by flights of steps cut out of the solid rock ; 
the clipped shrubs, and the remains of water works; 


discovering the imitations of the wretched taste dis. 
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played at St. Germains en Laye, which the late 
possassors had unfortunately too great men 
of ggpying, are removed. 

We discovered on the walls, profiting by the negli« 
| * of the owner, the Dax rnBUꝛ ArMERLA ; D. 


DsgLToIDEsS ; COTYLEDON LUTEA' ; and PariETARIA © 


OFFICINAL1S, in great proſusion. It would appear 
8anguine to acquiescewith Lord Lyttelton, that 30001], 


judiciously laid out, would make Powis Castle the 


most august place in the kingdom; yet it must be 


allowed, that the building is magnificent, and the 

Situation delightfully grand. The devotee of nature 
would not, I am sure, refuse to ride a hundred miles 

to obtain a view from the terrace. The situation is 

peculiarly commanding. To the North, rises abruptly 


from the vale, Moel y Golfa, Breddyn, and Cefn 


_ feet in height. On the highest peak the loyalty and 


| gratitude of the country has erected an obelisk, in 


commemeration of the important viotory. obtained 
by Rodney. over the French fleet in 1781. The 
adyantageous ground upon which this column stands, 
renders it a striking ohject to the traveller for a way 
extent. 0 int 


Beneath lie the vales of Montgomery. and une | 


bury, through which the Severn wiods. her placid 


stream, and, seen in different places interrupted by 


the meadows, heightens the pleasing scene. 


The distant views are peculiarly fine, the Wrekin, * 


like a sugar loaf, rising solitary in the Plain of Salop; 


the extensive chain of the Freidden Hill; to the 


— 
, 


Castyl, the trifid summits of a rock more than 1000 
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North, the summits of 'Snowdon;; -\and EY 
the Giant Cader Idris nnn wo! e ma 
terminates the prospec. 
The park is formed of spacious and e n 
with swelling bills, well clothed with wood. The 
venerable oak, wide- spreading beech; and orna- 
mental chesnut, diversiſy the views in rich variety, 
and highly contribute to render Powis Park an en- 
viable place to the lovers of forest sceneg ). 
The first mention of this place is A. D. 1106, 


when Cadwgan ap Cynvyn, flying from the perse- 


cution of his relation, Mad we, came to a place called 


| Trallwng, (now Poole, ) and having begun to erect 


a castle, intended to make it his constant residence. 


But such was the spirit of rovenge and treachery in 


Madwe, that with a desperate party he lay in ambush 


ſor him, and slew him. In 1191, it was besieged, 
and taken by Hubert, Arehbishop of Canterbury. 
It was then the property of Gwynwynwyn, and 


stiled his Castle at the Poole.“ In 1233, Llewellyn 
ap Jorwerth overthrew this ſortress, which now as- 
zumed the name of Castell Coch. Hence the oon- 
jecture is probable, that Gryffydd bad joined the 
English, or refused the usual and legitimate sub- 
mission t6 Llewellyn, out of courtesy to he Englisb 
Monarch. This victory, like most others of the 
same period, was only temporary, as we find Owen, 
the grandson of Gryffydd, in possess ion of tho place. 
By the marriage of bis . OE it came iq 

Fo h big 

wia Powel., | 
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John de Charlton, styled Valectus Domini Regis, Ir 
his  posterity it continued several generations. By 


the marriage of the eldest daughter of Edward Lord 
Powis, it was conveyed to Sir John Grey, In this 
family it remained till the time of Henry VIII. The 
title then became extinct. In the reign of Elizabeth, 
Sir William Herbert, second son of the Earl of 
Pembroke, obtained it by n and was eee 
Lord Powis,* 5 

In 1644, under Piercy Land Pomis, it held out for 
the King, but was soon obliged to surrender to Sip 
Thomas Middleton. The place was pilloged, _ his 
Lordsbip remained a prisoner, - 


The present owner is George Earl of. Poms in 


right of bis mother, Barbara, daughter and sole 
heiress of Lord Edward Herbert, brother to the last 
Marquis of Powis. Though little of its ancient 


greatness of demesne remain, yet seventeen manars - 


are still dependent upon this Lordship. 


This venerable castle is going ſast to decay. 
Tbe buildings are in a state of düapidstion te | 


garden and grounds are neglected, and the pride 


ind ornament of the park is being remoyed for the © 


take of the timber. What the hand of time is 


doing for the one, the hand of avarice is doing ſr 
the other; so that at no very distant period the 
beauty and magnificence of Powis will be no more, 


and some poor drivelling boy will have to shew the 


peeing imveller the spot where brave Cadwgan lived, 


and Bleddyn's royal race, 
I Vide Digi Bir, Vol, I. | 
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A mall distance ſrom Poole is the pleagant valley 
of Oyveiliog v at the foot of the Breddin are the ruin 
of the Cistertian Monastery, called Strata Marcella, 
or Ystrad Marchell, founded by Owen Cyyeiliog, 
A. D. 1170. It was richly endowed by Gwynwynwyn, 
in 1201, with the whole of the distriet of 


this name, ſor the express purpose of indyecing ths 


Monks to pray for the repose and safety of that 
Prince's soul. It acquired some additional grants 
from Madwc ap Gryffydd, in the reign of Edward 
III. When the recluse amongst the Weleh wers 
removed to English abbies, and replaced by English 


Monks; this house was placed under the controul,. Wh 


and subject to the visitation of Buildwas . Abbey, in 
Salop. At the dissolution, the revenues, according 
to Speed, amounted to 731, 7s. 3d.“ In this neigh» 


bourhood the Botanist will find, Cratizovs An, 5 


Przals CRISPA, COTYLEDON: LUTEA,! Srbun RUPB+ 
STRE, PAPAYER CAMBRICUM,) CHLOBA PBRFOLIATA, | 

It was our intention from this place to visit the 
vicinity of Montgomery, but being informed that the 
ride from Llanvair, by.1a new! road, to Newtown, 
was very much admired, and that we could take 
Montgomery on our way, we preferred this to taking 
the direct road. Passing a billy country, and for 
Wales in a higb degree of: cultivation, (the culture 
of turgips, and sbeep-folding being well understopd,) 
we soon arrived at the little town of Lyuanyais, si- 


. 
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| tuated between 22 the banks of 5 ee 
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Virowy.” This river abounds with such a quantity 


and variety of fish, as justly to entitle it to the classical 


name of Amnis Piscosus,# These finny tribes not 
only add life to its widely diffused waters, but 
afford a very profitable amusement to the inhabitants, 
who are peeuliarly dexterous in the use of the 
harpoon, or spear. Under this name there are two 
instruments, very different in their strueture, but 


used for the same purpose. The single and double 
spear. The first is a narrow piece of steel, about 


one ſoot long, with a barb at the end, placed in a 
short handle, with a small rope at the end to draw 


it back to the spearman. The other consists of a 
handle, six feet in length, armed at the lower ex- 


tremity with three broad flat pieces of well tempered 


steel, parallel to each other, and united at the handle; 


similar to the three tined forks used by the London 
 gardners to get up potatoes, with the addition of 


barbs at the end of the tines, exactly like the tri- 
dent with which Neptune is fabled to be armed by 
the Poets. With these they proceed to the stations. 


At high water the fis come up towards the springs: 
the water suddenly subsiding, they are leſt in what 
are called pools, which are deep excavations, ſormed 
by the mountain torrents in the rocky bed of the 
river. Here they are entrapped, and fall an easy prey 


to their wary pursuers. The spearmen stand upon 


che broad flat stones by the sides of these Fung ey 


P — trout, as grayling, minnow, — rongh oe 


pope, carp, tench, shad, roach, dace, gudgeon, bleak, _ loach, | 


bull-bead, eel, lamprey, flounder, © © © | 
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striking-at the kb, if large, with the Pre! 10 
if small, with the double pear, generally brings the 
prize to shore. 10 Sl. 0 t 
It is highly pleasing to $ee with what dexterity they | 
perform these piscatory manœuvres. Sotmetimes the 
salmoh ate pütsted in the" nigbt by An untüated 
cbace, the peartmen being diretted'"to"the fish"by: 
whisps Uf lighted* straw or torches, which the fich 
taking for” "the "light of the sun or bon, ad- 4 
vatice, and fal al easy prey to this ungenerous OR 
treachery, onto N10 1 Ig 681 1 Nie 05 4190? 
 FiiGiig/tothing remerkably lersstilg Ti the - 
town, I walked. alone to the church, which stands 
at a small distance. On, entering the church; yard, 
I was particularly struck (pecause it was here 1 
first observed it,) with the remarkable custom that * 
prevails over North Wales of planting the graves of 1 
departed friends with various evergreens, and all the by: 
choicest gifts: of Plora's hand. Box, thrift, and other 
plants fit ſor edging, are planted round in the sbape THe © 
of the grave for à border, and every” flower that 
adorns the smart parterre, is placed within, 50 that 
the taste of the living may here. be. known by. the. 
manner of embellisbing these mansions.of- the;dead. 
The snow-drop, violet, and primroseʒ barbingers of 
spring, denote the infant dust; ; the' rocket, rose, 
and woodbine, 8hew maturer, years; while ta tangey,. 
rue, and 8tar-wort, .mark. declining. lie, Each haas 
its little evergreen, fond colon. of that at perennials” 
C 


— 


- 


- {I 


* 


10 roun THROUGH NORTH. WALES. 
atate where change is known no more.“ Nor are 


they, ance planted, left to be over - run by the luxy= 


riancy oſ less delicate neighbours, but constantly 
weeded and cherisbed by the hands of the nearest 
friends of the deceased, who appropriate every gatur- 


pious remembrance of departed worth. It was now. 
Saturday, and several persons were: busily employed 
in these pleasing offices of respect and love. I thought 
it inhuman to disturb them, and I was qust going 
soſtly to retread my steps, and retire from the tene, 


but perceiving I was noticed, my curigsity got the 


better of my veneration. Seeing a pemon, hoe 


eee ede toi seni by Oymbaline 
1 "290 Wich fairest flowers, Il, 
In e eeten thy and grave } thou chatt hot lack "he. 
Tho flower that's like thy Face; pale primrovey nor 
The ute hare bell, live thy veins. No, ner. 
, The leaf of eglantine, which, not to landet, 
\, Qutyweeten'd not thy breath, 


I Still when the boun of alem rites return, 
The village train in zad process jon mourn ; 


Pluck every weed that might the apot dingrace, 
And plant the fairent fieW.flow'rs in their place, 


- Around ve hoxiout plant or Rlowret grows, 

+. But the tit daffodil, and earliest row; 
| The znowdrop apreads its whitent blowom here, 
* And golden cowilips grace the vernal year 

\." Here the pale primroze takes a fairer hue, 

* e eee 
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youth and beauty, as. well a8 profacnd: attention, 
would have attracted the rictice of eyes/ less curious 
than my own, I. approached her with respect J 
ventured to ask her the nature and meaning of the 
oustom, but che eluded my inquiries, and went on 
removing the obtrusive weed Finding, ; however, 
that I was importunate, ««he'-turned' her head, and 


' shewed a beautiful countenance, still more interesting 


from grief ; the tears trickled down her checks, and 
with a voloe that rebuked my intrusion, dhe said, 
« ] come, Sir, here every Saturday ta pluck theses 
weed, and to weep! over my dear brother bad 
but one — he was a brother but he was: too good 
to remain here I would I had gone in bis stend !! 
After aty interval of silence, that it would have been 
long before I could have | broken, she added, 1 
don't know Whether I am wrong, Sir, but I fre- 
quently pray that my dear brother may flourish im 
paradise as this rose on his grave I have been told, 
that I ought not to pray ſor the dead but I ind 
my heart better after it, aud I ſeel a strongur desire 
to be holy, that I may be the gooner; fit to go to him. 
My sympathy I found was strongly affected, and 
the piety of the sentiment dizarmed- me of all power: 
to demonstrate N een 88 EST 
'& 290 £139 ban Wei 
© mne why late been wald by able w ab- 
ject, yet it requires no whilety of teaxoning to-prove it un erroneous: . 


doctrine, A atrict adherence to the plain representation of serip- 
ture will futnich the vnlentered christian with-an invincible and 


— _—— Rey. chap, zl. x, 16, 11. 
MS | 
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A little further appeared one that had been recently 
drains; and the friend lately gone. There was a 
peculiar degree of neatness about this grave; within 
the outer inclosure was an inner one, the size f 
a young child's; on inquiry, I found that a ſemale 
was interred here, who, in the act of giving life, had 


lost her-own. She had died in child-bed, and her 
offspring living but a few hours after the mother, 
was placed in the same coffin, and buried in the same 


grave. Here, in u representation of aromatic flowerz, 


the infant wWas lying on ber breast. The husband, 


still a widower, had just been to perform diy | 
pleasing task, returning home, doubtless satisfied that 


he had done all ſor the fritud of his bosom that dis- 
tance and separation allowed him to do and evincing 
to the surbiving friends, that the virtues of her who 
had left them were still dear in his W and 
that they stilbß lived in his affectionss. 

Jo live in the remembrance of those we ip is 
un inttinot connate with our very Being; and this 
posthumous attention to our departed friends, while 


it cherighes that principle which is the soul of so- 


_ ciety, and the sweotner of life, impresses upon our 
recollection/ tho virtues which through life we had 


forgotten to dppreciate, urges them strongly to our 
imitation, and calls our attention to that Great Day 


oſ Inquisition which they have already seen, and we 


shall soon be summoned to behold 1. The gay and 
dissipated may cast a 8neer, and the philosophically 


morose may heave a sigh over the prevalence of this 


antiquated, and as they may term it superstitious 
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custom ; but to me, who scorn all participation with 
these characters, it appeared in a sacred point of view, 
and the tear of sympathy has often stolen down my 
cheek while I beheld it. On the whole, I cannot 
but be strongly inclined to think, that whatever tends 
to cherish the remembrance of departed virtue, and 
to solicit our attention to a future world, must be 
consistent with the highest reason, and ultimately 
productive of essential good. With such sentiments 
80 e to kgs am and in the eiocerity of 


friendship, „ gien ait will 
"ho ; , * 
2 a 1 a 8 T*) 1 rs een 
** * IS p » 9 "  # * . 5 i. 
5 I remain be. | 
3 , 
* > * . 0 : So » 
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LETTER II. 
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Is the morning of life the mind is. elated | 
with hope, because yet unacquainted with its de- 
lusions; and is 8anguine in its views, because it has 
not experienced the bitterness of disappointment. 
The body, unwearied with reiterated fatigue, attends 
a willing and agile associate in the pursuit of hap- 
piness : every object around wears a correspondent 
tint of gaiety; and the distant prospects in the ho- 


rizon of life fill the imagination with fascinatingdreams 5 


of ideal and inexpreseible pleasures. | 
We left Llanfair just as the beauteous orb of day | 
was darting his golden beams from behind a lofty 
mountain on our left : while the grey mists of morn 
were fast retiring towards the ocean, His brilliant rays 
threw a lustre over the umbrageous woods, and the 
dew drops, like sparkling gems, stood tiptoe on the 
waving foliage. - The feathered tribes were chanting 
their matin song of . gratitude ; and the hills in 
distant whispers echoed these warbling notes of praise, 
Every thing conspired to excite the most pleasing 
sensations, to stimulate exertion, and inspire hope. 


Ps 
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Hitherto we had experienced little difficulty, and 
our labour had been amply rewarded by the pleasure 
we had received. Highly gratified with the, past, 
we were disposed ts look favourably to the future ; 
and, in defiance of the many obstacles thrown in our 
way, to take within this excurgion the. saure F the 
Severn, Our road lay through a country consisting 
of vales and moderately rising hills; their bases 
skirted with woods, their sides cultivated far up, and 
their tops adorned with numerous flocks. The inter- 
mediate risings were now covered with the golden 
A and the meadows rich in luxuriant pasturage :* 

untry well wooded, and the different streamlets 
meandering in gentle murmurs by to join their _ 
with the Severn, gave life to the pleasing scenery. 

In passing the Castle of Caereineon, a Roman 
Fortress, few remains of which are left, and of those 
it may be said, Emjam periere ruinæ, we came 


to the small village of Bxnnrw: where the handsome 


little church and parsonage, the neat appearance of 


the whited cottages, and highly cultivated farms, gave 


us an idea of content and plenty; and brought to 
our recollection Goldsmith's description of Auburn 
in its prosperous state, with which he commences his 
elegant Poem the Deserted Village: e 
Sweet Auburn | loveliest village of the plain, | 
« Where health and plenty chear'd the labouring ain; 
« Where smiling spring its earliest visits paid, 
* And parting surnmer's ling ring blooms delay d. 


„y the road ide ye found the OxmTHooaLUM rer 
nn EFRIOPHORUS, FIN 
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_ /,,4 Dear lovely bowers of innocence and ease, 

Senats of my youth, whep every joan ud ple, | 
1 « How, often haye I loiter'd o'er thy green 
"a ''Where humble happiness endear'd each cene! _ 8 
Ho often haye 1 Paus'd on every charm, | n 
The shelter'd cot, the cultivated em, eee 

„The never- failing brook, the busy mill, 

The decent church, that topt by IR hill, 
- 4 The hawthorn bush, with seats beneath its shade, 
1 * 8 and bnd pre preſs _ 2 


| 2 Eine mansion - rose to view * robe. pod of 
an avenue of aged trees, the seat of the late-Agthur 
Blaney, Esq. a descendent from Brochw 
Cbythrog. An elder branch of the family was ennobled 
in Ireland, in the year 1620, by the title of Lord 
Blaney, of Monoghan. On inquiring into the cha- 
racter of this gentleman, we soon discovered the great 
cause of all the neatness and chearfulness we ad- 
mired. He had lived near three generations on his 
-own estate, amidst the smiles of an indulged ane 
happy tenantry, in the old British style of dignified 
hospitality. Though possessed of an immense landed 
property, Mr. Blaney was virtually his own steward, 
No tenant. of his was ever ruined or oppressed by 
the petty tyranny of an agent. He who received 
the rents, and he who paid them, were confronted 
together at the table of this truly great man. He en- 
tered with paternal attention into all their little con- 
cerns, redressed their grievances, and supplied their ot 
wants. He knew their profits and their losses; the | 
one Teoeived a smile of approbation, the other he 1 


* 
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commizetited/ and relieved.” Virtuotid rad: if 


unfortunate, always found in him 2 sympathizing 


friend: it gave him pleasure to see 8 numerous 
family rising into à state of comfort and consequence 
from the produce of that soil, which, exclusive of 
this just reward of labour, yielded him so affluent 
a portion, A respectable * 'yeomanry and happy 
peasantry, be used to observe, were the pride and 
support of a country. As the language of Timoleon 
was his, the wish of Timoleon should have been bis 


motto, % Maui, 5e diligi quam ebd. Cor. Nep. 


| Thy was the character of the proprietor of Bethiw 
Park in one relative duty; and in every other he 
acted consistent with himself. He is gone | and 
ſearſul lest tbey should never see bis like again, the 
land laments, and mourns. Happy would it be for 
the welfare of kingdoms, if those in power did but 
practically adhere to the solid maxims of this able 
politician.“ Luxury may administer food to vanity, 


and wealth may add ingolence to pride; but it must 


be by a proper balance of importance amidst the 


different relations of society, that the saſety of a 


State can be secured; and on the strength of the 
component parts, its welfare and etability" must 
depend. When a due equilibrium is preserved of 


stimulus and sensorial power in our corporeal system, 


the body remains in a state of health; but the least 
departure from this, is approximation to disease: 
only destroy this nen let the vital fluids flow 


„Hane enim peciem libertati Is * omnibus, quod quizqus 


rellet, Jegibus experici liceret, | NOPE . 
5 r 
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unequally, the body becomes weak, the solids debi- 
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litated, the functions of life gradually cease, and a 


continuance of the same fatal causes produces dig- 
solution and death. A wretched peasantry is the 
body politic, paralysed at the extremities ; and an 
oppressed and over-burthened yeomanry, the oh 
of the country in a state of gangrene. 


Crossing the Seyern over a wooden bridge we ut 


rived at MonTGomery, Having ideally supposed 
that the County Town must be superior to all others 


in point of beauty and extent, we were disappointed .' 


to find it a small place, consisting of about a dred 
half-timbered houses forming a miserable streek. It 
is situated on the declivity of a hill, and en the 


shadow of another: and, not excepting St. Asaph, 
is the smallest town in the kingdom. In the uppet 


part of it stands the Guildball, a bandsome stone 
building, where the Sessions are held; in rotation 
with Poole and the other session towns in the 
justiciary of Chester, At the bottom stood a large 
mansion, called Black-hall, the seat of Her- 


berts, long since destroyed by fire ; and/a deep fogs 


now marks the scite where once it stood. This 
town was built by Baldwin, Lieutenant of the Welch 
Marches, in the time of William the Conqueror, and 
called by the Welch Tre'Faldwyn, i. e. Baldwyn's 
Town. It took the name of Montgomery from 


Roger de Montgomery, Earl of Shrewsbury, who 


conquered it, whose inheritance it afterwards was, and 

by whom, according to Doomsday, the castle was 

built, It was made a frec borough by charter from 
6 
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King Edward III, who also conferred upon it, among 
other privileges, that of sending one member to Par» 


liament. But the privilege was not claimed. till long 


after the grant; as the first Burgess summoned by 
the King's Writ was William Herbert, A. D. 1542: 
It is governed by a Bailiff and twelve capital Bur- 
gesses, in whom, the right of electing the represen - 
tative is vested. During the long contests between 
the Welch and English, this place was considered 
a most important station; was defended by a castle, 

walls with watch towers, and bad ſour gates. It 
carries on a small trude in tanning, but is now 80 
inconxiderable, an 
terted village. 
Mr. PF 
made the following observations: Whether. in 
old times this place abounded more than is usual 
with ladies of free lives and conversation, I do not 


pretend to say ; but early the free Burgesses had tb 


privilege of the Goging-stool, Cucking-stool, or Coke- 
stool, or what the Saxons call the Scealfing-stole. 
Qua, says my authority, per objurgatrices et mere- 
trices multa mala in villa oriuntur; and these were to 
have the judgment de la goging stoole: and therein 
to be placed with naked feet and dishevelled hair, as 
an example. to all beholders, Probably this was not 
found to answer the end intended, therefore im- 
mersion or ducking was in after-times added, as an 
improvement to effect a radical cure... Vid. Snow- - 
The custom, still in use in Scotland, of placing fornicators of 
both sexes upon what they call a repenting via, in the church, and in 


full view of the congregation, was probably derived from this, 
Vid, Guthrie, Geog. p. 168. 
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donia, p. 370. Had the learned Antiquary told us 
, what kind of instrument this was, the origin of the 
punishment, and the ceremony that took place on 
the occasion, we should have been informed as well 
as entertained ; but here he is silent: and why he 
should make this observation at Montgomery, in 
preference to any other part of the principality, it 
is difficult to conjecture; for this, 80 far from being 


@ local, is not a provincial mode of correction : the 
custom was general to the whole island, and still 
remains as part of the Common Law of the Realm. 
Blackstone observes in his Commentaries, B. iv. 
C. 13, “ A common scold, communis rizatrix, for our 
Common Law confines it to the ſeminine gender, is 
a public nuisance to her neighbourhood: for which 


offence she may be indicted, and if convicted, shall 


be sentenced to be placed in a certain engine of cor- | 
rection, called the tre-bucket, castigatory, or cuck- 


ing 8tool ;* though now it is. frequently interpreted 
_ ducking stool, because the residue of the judgment is, 
that when she is to be placed therein, she shall be 


© © It bs called in Welch 7:/ol Drech, literally a «tool. of Man- 
festation or expozition, Coke interprets cuck, or guck, a «cold or 


brawl, taken from the word cackow, or guckow, and ing in the 


Saxon language means water, because a scolding woman was, for 


ber punishment, soused in the water, 3 Instit, 219, With all 
due deference to this high authority, svch definitions corroborate 
the cynical remark upon etymology, that it is eraditio ad /ihitum, In 
the Teutonic language, to which the Saxon bears a very near 
affinity, gauch signifies a rl. The word gawky, evidently der ved 
from this, used in many parts of the kingdom, means the game 
gake is a cuckow, and figuratively a person devpized : goking tool 
therefore must mean g stool of contempt and derigion, 
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plunged into the vater for her punishment. A com- 
mentator Justy remarks, «that it does not savour 
much of gallantry in our ancestors, that they sup- 
posed none but women could be guilty of ibis 
offence, as they did: for the technical words denoting 
the same, whilst the proceedings were in latin, were 
all of the ſeminine gender, as rinatrix, — 
communis pugnatrix, communis pacis perturbutrix: - 

The Castle of Montgomery, as beſore ee | 
zupposed to have been erected by the Earl of ;Shrews- 
bury.; but it is more probable, that it was built by 


the founder Baldwyn; for in the year 1092, there is 


an account of Roger de Montgomery forcibly en- 
tering Powis land and taking Tre'Faldwyn, with its 


Castle. In two, years after, 1094, the Welch; carry- 
ing devastation through this part of the country, took. 
the Castle by storm, and put the garrison to the word, 

while Rusar, and his discomfited army, were obliged 
to retreat precipitately into England. (Vid. Brom- 
ton's Chron.) The Earl of Shrewsbury rebuilt it, and 
the Welch soon aſter a second time destroyed it. 


From this period it probably remained long in a dis- 


mantled state; For. history is silent till it mentions 


a new Castle, 12 l, in the time of Henry III. My -. 


this Monarch jt was granted to Hubert de Burgh. 
with a considerable appointment. Under. Hubert it 
was besieged by the Welch, but nue re- 
lieved by the King. 

It was for a long period the ene of much dis» 


. comfiture and chagrin to the English, owing to the 


close and extensive forests in its vicinity ; where the 
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Welch, lying in ambush, were enabled by marauding 
parties to annoy the mann 8 off Ry 


* ſor the garrison. | 
From this time, till it came to Rijger Weg 


1354, it underwent a variety of changes. It was then 
included in the Hundred of Cherbury, and from 
that family it came to the Herberts. In the civil 
wars it was held for the King, but after 8g; very feeble 
resistance, it submitted to the Parliament ſorces 
under Sie Thomas Middleton. On the appearance 
of the Royal Army under Lord Byron, Sir Thomas 
fled to Oswestry, leaving the garrison in a weak and 
unprovided condition. But before a regular siege 
could be commeneed, Sir Thomas, being greatly ro- 
inforced, ruised the siege, and the King's Army was 
obliged to retreat with terrible alaughter. It was 80on 
after dismantled by order of the Parliament, and re- 
_ duced to the melancholy heap of ruins, which now 
weem to mock the craggy steep on which it stands. 
| Near Montgomery is the famous mountain of 
Mynydd, or Cefn Digoll ; celebrated for baving 
been the spot where the liberty of the Welch gave 
its expiring groan. Here was fought the last con- 
tested battle between the hirelings of Oppression and 
the surviving Heroes of the fallen Principality. * © 

Immediately on the death of Llewellin, Madowe,' 
cousin to that Prince, assembled an army of the 
most determined partizans of independence, and 
having surrounded Edward in the Forest of Snow- 
den, near Caernarvon, obliged the King to make 
an ignoble retreat; but, after defeating the King's 
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Generals at Denbigh and Knockin, was himself here 
completely defeated, great part of his ſollowers slain, 
and the rest put to flight, or taken prisoners. (Vd. 
Warrington.) It was again sacked and pillaged by 
Glyndwr, 1401, at the time he ravaged the borders 
of Poole, HE GP Adil ca 
Our: next object was Tre'Newydd; or Nen 
pleasantly situated on the banks of the Severn, by 
which it is nearly surrounded. The houses being 
principally -balf-timbered, i. e. timber frames, with 
the intermediate spaces filled up with whattle and 
dab, or lathe and plaister, gives it an appearance of 
meannes, otherwise it is a neat, clean town.“ It 
contains several streets, and is in a flourighing condi- © 
tion, Anextensive manufactory of flannel is carried 
on in the town, and in the parts adjacent; This 
article is got up in a masterly manner, and employs 
the numerous poor of the town and neighbourhood. 
Welch flannels have long- preserved the agcen- 
dancy in the markets over those got up in other 
places, and probably will long continue to do 80. 
Two reasons may be adduced for this pre-eminence ; 
Ist, the mountain sheep produce wool of a very fine, 
though short staple, peculiarly adapted for this useful 
article of ſemale dress; and the proximity of New- 
town to-the hill country of Montgomery, Radnor, 
and Merionedd, gives an advantage to the manu- 
facturer over his rivals in the market: 2d, the mode 


* Newton, five miles from Montgomerite, Nahen well builded 
after the Walche fascion. Lel. | 
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of bleaching occasions a still greater difference is 
the article, both in respect to soſtness and delicacy. 
These are all bleached by the atmospheric acid 
being exposed, after immersion in an alkaline leyj 
upon bleaching grounds till thoroughly whitened 3) 
while those of Yorksbire, and other parts of England, 
are placed in close stoves, and subjected to the,action. 
of sulphurie acid, arising fromthe fumes of burning 
sulphur, After à little gentle friction. between the; 
fingers, the difference may easily be ascertained. All, 
*the flannels manufactured there are the effect of 
manual labour: machinery has not yet found ics way! 
into North Wales. The adoption of them by Messers. 
Cooke and Mason into their large manufactory' near 
Shrewsbury, will probably facilitate their introduc» 
tion, There is certainly great room for improvement 


in several departments of; this trade. Till very 


lately, the act of wool-stapling, or sorting, was un 
known, or at least not practised. The fleece, at most, 
was broken into two parts, the neck wool and the 
rump. They are, however, in an improving state 
and have learnt, that, notwithstanding a little ad- 
ditional expence in labour, it is great ceconomy to 


attend to the staple of the commodity ; and six or 


seven sorts are now frequently distinguished. This 
has effected a material change in the trade; instead 
of having but one strong useſul sort, that used to 
sell from Sd. to 114. per yard, they furnish flannels 
from 11d. to 4s. per yard. It has been observed, 


that in proportion as distinctions in the quality have 


increased, coarse goods have advanced in price, none 


OE as BAT. 
/ F F; 


' 
33 


TOUR THROUGH NORTH WALES. 


being purchased under 114. and 129. per yard. This, 
perhaps, may be attributed to a more powerful cause: 
formerly; every manufacturer used to bring bis own 
goods to market, but now a set of factors, or middle- 
men, as they are termed, go over the country, buy 
up all they can find, and attend at Poole, and even 
Shrewsbury market. 

Their number increases, * conzequently with | 
it the price of flannels. This is considered as a 
ready - money article; the purchase money is de- 
posited at the time of buying, and the carriage, 
paid by the purohaser. * 

The exportation of flannels to America and the 
West-Indies, by the Merchants of London and 
Liverpool, is much more considerable than the home 
consumption. What is the quantity made in this 
distriet, it would be difficult to ascertain. Mr. Pennant 

says, there are brought annually to Welch Poole, 
between 700 and-800,000 yards of flannel ; but he 
does not 8tate the particulars upon which he formed 
his estimate. The number of people employed may 
be about 3000,. 500 of which are weavers: allowing 
that every man weaves 30 yards per week, the ag- 
gregate quantity will be about 750,000 yards. | 

Adjoining the town is Newton Hall, an ancient 
family seat of the Pnicks. Hearing that the famous 
Roman Station of Caer $ws was at no great dis- 
tance, we. hastened towards it. The road erossing 
the old Roman way, from Chester to South Wales, 
called Sarn Swan, soon brought us to Caer Sws, a 
place that lost, with its conquerors, its magnificence 
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and importance. This now small hamlet, on the 
banks of the Severn, consisting of a few houses, was 
once of consequence, as the remains in the vicinity 
shew. The adjacent fields, by the inclosures in- 
tersecting each other at right angles, are said to 
represent the numerous streets it once consisted of z 
and the hollows, from their regularity, as evidently 
discover its ancient ſosses, and shew that the forti- 
fications were of considerable extent. On the North 
side are the remains of a rampart, called Gwyn 
Vynidd : Eastward, Rhos Ddiarberd, in the parish 
of Llanddinam, where, beside entrenchments, there 
is a large barrow ; and at a place called Cefn Carnedd, * 
on the West side, are similar remains. Above 
Llanddinam Church, on the top of the hill, is a re · 
markable Fortress, called Y Gaer Vychan, or the little 
Fortress, marked by several ſosses, and, probably 
| from the shape, a Britich Post. The Church of 
Llanddinam stands pleasantly on the abrupt rising, 
that juts out like a promontory into the vale. 

Intending to follow the course of the river to its 
s0urce, we took the lower way, by which we avoided 
+ the arduous and difficult passes of the Carno Moun- 
tains, and could proceed without the disagroeable ap- 
pendage to the sentimental trayeller, a guide. This 
tract of country is enriched by nature and popula- 
tion; it - unites in a happy assemblage objects 
which please by their tranquil beauty, and thoge 
which surprise by their stupendous grandeur :; woods, 
orchards, verdant pastures, and well-cultivated fields, 
are intermingled in rich profusion ; neat farms, 
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35 
gentlemen's sets, and wooden bridges, of rustie 
workmanship, thrown in several places across the 
river, heighten the colouring of the landscape. 
The road is highly pieturesque; for the vale begins 
to contract, inclosed by steep lofty hills, whose bases 
in many places are fringed with close hanging woods. 
Among the most considerable are those of Berthlwyd, | 
beneath which are the remains of an old 'mansion,'be- 
longing to the ancient family of the Llwyds. On 
the North side of these woods is a 8malll | ron, called 
Llyn y Afange, or the Lake of Be From 
seyeral places in Wales taking their na ol this 
animal, there can be little doubt of its having been 
once an inbabitant of this country, That there aro 
none found at present, cannot be an objection ; since 
there is the greatest proof of the Wolf and the 
Roebuck having been very numerous, (Vid. Rotol,) 
and these have in the same manner given names to 
seyeral places. The edict of Edgar“ accounts for. 


| TOUR THROVON' NORTH WALES: 


* The Princes of North Wales having, for a length of time, 


neglected to pay the tribute exacted by the King of London, Bdgar 


appeared with an army to enforce it, By a measure, as wise as it 

was humane, he changed the pecuniary tribute into a requisition of 
zoo wolves annually ; creatures that were very destructive both to the 
Welch and English on the borders. In the third year, it is said, 
there were none to be found; and the Princes of North Wales 
became exempt from acknowledgement to the King of England. 

Edgar seems in this instance to have been actuated by the tame 
motives as Solon, who enacted, that whoever brought a he wolf 
was to receive five drachms, (the price of an ox ;) and for a dhe 
volt one, the price of a dheep. Vid. Plutarch. 
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the extripation of the one, and the defalcation of the 
woods for the disappearance of the other. N 

An objection has been raised from the etymology 
of the word Afange, being an abbreviation of Avonog, 
Auvialilis, as Lliuynog, a Fox, from Lyn, Hloa- 
ticus, and therefore might mean an o/ter, or any 
aquatic animal; but from the description given of 
itby the old poets, that it was an amphibious animal, 
having the fore feet like a dog, those behind like a 
goose, of a dark grey colour, with an oblong cartila- 
ginous tail, with which in swimming it used to steer its 
course, there can be no doubt as to the identity of 
the animal. Gyraldus says, they abounded in his 
time; and in his Iter makes many remarks _ 
their superior instinct and subtlety. 

The veracity of Gyraldns has been frequently 
questioned, . yet if we consider that he wrote in an 
age when nothing would please,' that was not cal- 
culated to excite admiration. (far less minuteness of 
observation, and accuracy of description,) allow- 
ances must be made; yet he will not shrink i in com- 
parison with his cotemporaries. If we allow some- 
what for prejudice, and somewhat for the changes 
that must in several centuries have taken place, the 
Monk is far from being a despicable or unpleasant 
companion through the Principality, to this day. 
His account, in this instance, is unquestionably con- 
firmed. The beaver was called Llost-lydan, or the 
broad-tailed animal, and the skin was esteemed 8 
luxury, and formed the chief finery of dress in the 
time of the great Cambrian Legislator, Howel Dda; 
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it was valued at 120'pence, while that of à martin 
was 24; an ermine, otter, wolf,” or fox, was only 
12 pence. Vid. Leges Wall. 260, 261. 
Adjoining Berthlwyd is LLAN I DLos, a poor incon- 
siderable town, taking its name from the Saint (St. 
Idlos) to which its small neat church is dedicated. 
The roof is supported by six arches, the columns of 
which are surrounded with neat round pillars, en- 
riched with capitals of palm leaves. The date in the 
roof, 1542, favours the account given by the people, 
that they were brought from C wm Hir, in Radnor- 
shire, at the dissolution of that monastry. This, 
though small, is the only town of consequence in 
this district ; and from the regularity which ap- 
pears in its plan, the streets erossing each other at 
right angles, with a good market- house in the centre, 
seems of Roman origin. It has a very old wooden 
bridge over the Severn, at present in a very decayed 
state, and which is only used in times of flood; at 
others the river is ſordable. It has a large market ſor 
woollen yarn, which is got up by spinsters in 
the country, and part ee is cent uy 
fortnight to Poole. rd!) kati 
At Glyn Avren the vale contracts 80 Weg as to 
confine the waters within a very narrow bed; and the 
noble river, on whose bosom ride the wealthy fleets 
from the Western World, here dwindles into an in- 
considerable stream. Salmon are known to force 
their way up to this remote spot for the purpose of 
depositing their spawn, and several sorts of fish, such 
as samlet, trout, pike, and grayling, are at times 
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caught here. (Vid. Pennant.) Wearied with follow. 


ing the meanderings of the river, and meeting with 


few plants that are not found upon the bunks of most 
streams, our anxiety increased to discover the ap- 
pearance at the souree, judging, from the ground 
we had already trod, we could not be far distant. 
Every human being we met was accosted with a 
volley of questions upon the distance from it, and the 
nature of the road; the result was, that we had yet 
twelve miles to pass, before we could obtain the object 
of this excursion. Our authority was of that dubi - 
dus nature, as to render it -impossible to guess how 
many 8$tatute miles were ineluded in the number. 
We had experienced so many diappointments 
from the variety of erroneous statements and contra - 
dictory reports, reepectitg the distances of places, 
that we were little inclined to place any degree of 
confidence in our inſormers. However, when. iguo- 
rant of the extent of country, and the object of pur» 
suit, it is natural to solicit information ; and though 
that information may be far from accurate, yet coming 
from persons supposed to know, we estcem it better 
than none. The positive declarations of locality tend 
to cheer the imagination under dreary prospects, and 
incline the judgment to confide in the repregenta» 
tions of hope, The vale was now sbut in by loſty 
mountains to the right and left, through the aper - 
tures of which several streams rolled down the cwms 
to bring their tributary waters to the Severn, We 
pressed forward sometimes along the trackless vale, 


tometimes ascending the stexp agclivities of tho 
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mountain barrier, to obtain a sight of the surround- 
ing country; passing here and there a miserable 
farm and cottage, destitute of inhabitants. This is 
literally a land of sheep walks, and of shepherds, 
though not of . Arcadian scenes, The numerous 
flocks are heard to bleat at close of day, but no swains 
are heard to tune their © Oaten reeds,” The flocks, 
like those of Estramadura, and other mountainous 
parts of Spain, are driven from distant places to 
these enposed pastures to feed the Summer herbage. 
The farms and cottages we had seen in the vale, are 
only Winter habitations, covered with the ancient 
British roofing Peithwydden, or Shingles, 5. e. oak 
cut into lengths and split. The hills abound 
with slate of a coarse: hrownish kind, proper for this 
purpose; but to discover this, requires some portion 
of the} art of mineralogy, and to bring it into ute, 
past 6xperience of its ny or n en ag | 
new experiment.) | el J wy 
Continuing our journey, with this Bign Mounta/an 
on our right, and tbose that geparate. the Vale of the 
Wye from the Vale of the Seyern on our left, we met 
with little worthy of observation, gave the Jas8ioNg 
MONTANA, and a few plants, the common inbabjtants 
of boggy soils. Suddenly the Ardua Moles of 
Plynlimmon rose in zullen grandeur before us; the 
vale opening to the North and South discovered 
the mountain, appearing with less abruptness and 
elevation than we had been taught to expect. Its 
® The extent between the Severn and the Wye is not two miles heag, 
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sides, as well as the adjacent hills, were totally des- 
titute of wood, and naked hills furnish the chearless 
idea of solitary gloom. Nothing appeared interesting, 
but the consideration, that this, otherwise, dreary 
spot gives birth to four considerable rivers q two of 
which stand unrivalled in point of picturesque beauty, 
and the third, - after Father Thames, in commereial 
importance: the Llyffnant, Rheidiol, Wye and 
Severn. The Rheidiol flows from the Alyn 
Llygad Rheidiol, and taking a South-westerly,course 
falls into the sea at Aberystwith. On the South- 


eastern side issues from two large ſountains the Wye, 
Called Wye, or the River, by way of eminence: which 


taking a South - easterly direction, aſter watering the 
counties of Radnor, Brecon, | and Monmouthę flows 
into the Severn below. Chepstow: this is instantly 80 
impatient of controul, as to rush with great precipi- 


of rocks, so as to form a bold though barren.cascade. 


The springs oti the North side unite in a considerable 
lake, called Glas Llyn, whence flows the nountain 


river Llyffnant, which joins the Dovey near Machyn- 
leth. The ascent was not difficult from the steep- 
ness, but troublesome from the frequent bags, that 
oblige the traveller to change his course. Near the 
summit on the North-eastern side, ſrom a small 


pond, rises the Severn ;- which; running North-east. 


to Shrewsbury, turns suddenly to the South, and 


watering the counties of Salop, Worcester, and 


Gloucester, an extent of two * miles, empties 
itself into the sea below Bristol. „ 74 046 


tation, and roll its impetuous torrents! Oven'a ledge | 
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Lou will, perhaps,” expect some account of the 
origin of its name; but consider how haaardous even 
to conjecture, when the most able antiquaries have 
racked their brains in vain, and oandidly owned them 
selves at the most perfect loss respecting. its deriva-: 
tion. Vid. Camden, Lloyd; and Pennant. 

Geoffry, of Monmouth, attributes it to 1 

/the reputed daughter of Locrine, King of Britain, by 
Estrildis, one of the three captive virgins of match- 
less charms, which he took from-Humber, King of 
the Huns, | Locrine had divorced. his former, Queen, 
Geondolen, in favour of Estrildis. On the death of 
Locrine, the dighted Queen assumed the, governy 
ment, pursued Estrildis and her daughter, with un- 
relenting cruelty, and caused them to be drowned. in 
this river; which, with a slight, alteration, assumed 
ts name of the innocent victim of female revenge: 
— fe prœcipitur Abc. 
Nomen Ade fluvio de virgine nomen, eidem 1 
Nee deinde Sabrina datur. “. 


| Milton alludes to the Story in deni! 2 oy | 
1 The Severn Swift, guilty of Maiden” 5 death 00 
And the beautiful use he has made of the Story i in 
his Masque of Comus, is familiar to most readers. 
Camden ridicules the account of Geoffry, as 
legendary tale; and frankly acknowledges, he, could 
never learn whence the name was: derived. That it 


had this name at a very early period is evident; 
Tacitus mentions it as well known in his time. 
Dexcribing in bis Annals the affairs of declining 
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Rome in Britain, under the Propretor, P. Ostorius, 
he observes, © [le pnarus, primis #ventibus, mutt 
aut fiduriam gight, citas tohories rapit'; et ca gui 
restiterunt, disjectos consectatus, ne rurms congloba- 
rentur infensaque et infida pax non duci, non militi, 
requiem permitteret : detrahere arma mspectis, cinctorque 
cartris Autonam et Sabrinam Au co hubert a 
Lib. xii. c. 31. 


is by the inhabitants of the country named Hafen 
or Havren ; and a small hamlet we passed, is called 
Glyn Hafren, to distingnish it from another Glyn, 
three miles to the Northward. At Llanidlos it is 
Joined by a small river formed of three mountain 


streams, and which, we were informed, bears the 


name of & or Sr, & called from tho hizzing ound 
of its waters, Here a double junction is formed of 
the names, as well as the waters, of these cogenitort 
of the Severn, The alteration is easy from Sehavren, 
or as we have it in old maps Seavren, to Severn, 


* Camden tuppeses the upper Wiltchire Avon, that Joins the 
Severn below Bristol to be the Antona of Tacitus z while Pol, 
Virgil, with more reavon, uppen it to be Wye, There is tem 


| nn the Society * 


for zettlement, 


+ Here I es te Ab to the em of 
Mr, Evans, of , for his great undentaking 80 justiy executed, 
pf furndehing the public with an excellem map of this, beforg, 
badly aurveyed country. In the course of this jaurney I have had 
frequent apportynities of proving its faithfolnete, and admifing 


its accuracy, 


Its English name is buried in equal obgcurity, 1 
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The height of this mountain is not great, in the 
scale of comparison with its neighbour Cader Idris, 
yet the view- from its summit is extensivoly grand 
though part of it lies over the trackless sheep - down 
of Montgomery, and the barren turbaries of Car- 
digan. On the North the Cader Chain appears en- 
veloped with mists, stretcbing out towards the a ; 
on the Rast the Breidder and the Mountains of 
Raodnor : on the West the rbmantic vale of the 
Rheidior, the Mstuary of the Dovey, and the 
beautiful Bay of Cardigan, diverdified by a few eails 
of veasels at Aberystwith and Aberdovey ; with the 
grand expanse of the ocean, uniting with the ho- 
rizon in the distant prospect, This mountain is not 
only famous for being dhe father of rivers, but aleo 
as an important 8tatian held by the great Glwyndwr 
in the ſirot year of hie insurreotion. Unable to op- 
pose the formidable forge sent against him, he ad- 
vantageouely placed himself upon Plynlimmon, with 
a few chosen followers : a place admirably adapted 
for receiving 8wccours from the North and South, 
And hence it was he 80 harazvcd the country, sacked 
Montgomery, burnt Poole, and destroyed the Abbey 
of Cwm Hir, in Radnorshire, 

The land here is wholly maiden turf, The hand 
of cultivation has never yet approached the vicinity, 
The hilly pastures are covered with a mixture af 
stock ; sheep, goats, black cattle, and numerous herds 
of diminutive horses. 

Gyraldus informs us, that this country was famous 
in his day for the shape and 8tateliness of its harees, 


4 roun THROUGH: NORTH WALES. 


and the incomparable swiſtness with which nature 
had indued them. Their appearance now, we must 
conſess, was not flattering to the vanity of the 
country, It not unfrequently happens, that tradi- 
tional ſame, and the cause which gave rise to it, are 
| like diverging rays, that become more distant accord - 
ing to the space they pass through ; and that the 
name of excellence remains, when the tuperiority 
is nd more. Mr. Pennant could not have read 
.Gyraldus, when he supposed that this superiority 
arose from Queen Elizabeth's stud, kept at Carno 


Majesty by the Earl of Shrewsbury; by which the 
native breed was greatly improved. The learned 
author certainly borders upon the doctrine of equality, 
when he surmises such a familiarity: to have subsisted 
between the royal mauege and the merlins* of the 


mountains. Inclosed amongst these rude and barren 


me; and shut out from. society, 1 \bejgan-+10 feel, 


'* These wild . for in no jo other light er can they be concidered, 


| range at large over the utiinclozed mountain pastures, where they 


promiseuausly breed without the licence or knowledge of their 


owners. -'To ascertain whose property the successive generations 


are would be opar et labor indeed. To determine this, recouree is had 
to the only expedient practicable in the case. A day i is, appointed 
annually fot driving up all they suppose belonging to each respective 
Farmer ; these they secure in an inclosure near the house, and the 
poor animals undergo the operation of the flesh'mark ; the initials 
of the possessors being burnt with a hot iron in the hide of the 
beasts, This is considered as a mark of unalienable appropriation, 
and a visible confirmation of a right that was of a very dubjous 
nature, if it ever had an existence before. A N To 75 
' geldom scen that dert not bear this rtamp of property. —* 


a set of Spanish horses made a present of to her. 
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that however the inquiring mind may be led to in- 
vestigate nature, and feel a high degree of pleasure 
in discovering what was not known, or elucidating 
what was but badly desoribed before; yet it is in the 
exercige of our social faculties we experience' the 
most solid pleasure, and in the liberal communica- 
tions of a mixed and polished society we are to ex- 
pect the privileges of humanity. The stimulus of 
new vcenes may rouze, and enlarged opportunities 
of inquiry may satisfy the mind, for a time; but it is 
by the reciprocity of collateral communication, and 
the mutual cordialities of friendship, that intelligent 
_— must look for the mann rie 


1 remain yours Kc. | 
n 


LETTER III. 


Dan By | Dinas y Mey. 


| 130 beart of disinterestedness aud gone- | 


rosity, like yours, every narration that tends to 
correct the malicious or the erroneous statements of 
others, must be acceptable, as an offering at the 


shrine of verity. It is with rehuctance, I assure you, that 
I shall have to appeal to that disinterestedness and 
generosity, more than once, in the course of m 


route, which falls within the compass of this 
Letter. 8 | 9 
| Retreading our steps to Newton, we took the old 


road to Llanyait, over the mountains, that we might 
be able to see the ruins of Dolferwyn, or the mea- 
dow of the Maiden Castle ;* which stands on the 


summit of a cone-shaped hill of steep ascent, sur- 


rounded by a.wooded dingle, whence rises a small 
stream that soon joins the Severn. It is built of 
the small shivered stone of the country, like Dinas 
Bran, which fortress it resembles also in its scite and 


* Mr, Pennant zuppotes the name to allude to the story of Sa. 


brina, 
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plan. On the accessible sides of the hill deep. 
trenches are cut through the solid rock. Evans in 
his Diss. de Bardis says, it was erected by Bleddyn 
ap Cynvyn, between the years 1065 and 1078: 
But Dugdale, on what authority I know not, dates 
it much lower down. In his Mon. II. 223, he says 
it was built by Dafydd ap Llewellyn, about the year 


1242: and ip his Baron. I. 142, that Roger Mor- 


timer obtained a grant from Edward I. (A. D. 1278) 
to hold this castle with those of Sheri and Shed- 
dwen for himself and heirs by the service of thees. 
Knights' fees, 

At no great distance is the church of nun de- 
dicated to St. Beuno, and remarkable for ' a high 
steeple for these parts; built, as an inseription says, 
1531, by its Vicar, John Meredyth, under the cu- 
rious Latin title, of Campanile, for Templi pyramss. 
It formerly belonged to the Cistertian ed er of 


Llanlugan. 

Passing a toilsome mountainous tract, we got into 
the road at Llanfair. We were now to bid adieu 
to our kind and obliging friends, from whose know- 
kdge of the country we had obtained information 
that furnished a clue to our further inquiries ; and 
from whose congeniality of mind we had expe- 
rienced those exalted pleasures, known to those 
alone, who have tasted the delicacies of n refined 
friendship.. We had fixed to leave Llanfair early 
the next morning. The evening was spent in ex- 
pressing what we had felt since our first meeting, 
and farming schemes of sceing each other again: - 


Po 
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lamenting thab the calls of duty should enforce 80 


unwelcome a separation. The thought, that in a 
ſew hours more, we were to leave the hospitable and 


happy roof we had lately entered, hindered our 
sleeping too long, and at the dawn of day we 


rose. But our worthy friends hid prevented us ; 


and the servants were ready with an elegant break-, 


ſast. They were determined to give us the last 


greeting. No person can dislike the ceremony of 
a formal parting more than myself, yet, after all, 


there was something pleasing in an interview of a 
ſew moments with those we bed $0 reluctantly bade 
adieu to the preceding evening. 8 

The horses were waiting at the gate, ophilony: to 
be gone; and the grand luminary of heaven was just 
beginning to spread his spangled mantle on the 
mountains top. The parting scene gave a sombre 
cast to the whole company, and rendered us to- 


tally inattentive to the beauties of the JO 


country. 
For miles I was oy in the most profound me- 


ditation. 1 Of 


6 Alas!” said I,“ how et is life 4 rack Jet 
how important the business of it | These people we 


| have loved—they were kindred souls -e would 


bave pass'd the span of human life together: yet ws 
have been obliged to part—and probably never—no 
never, to meet again! And this in the same little 


island, where from the distance a day or two would 


bring us together; yet perhaps their avocations will 
not be collocal nor commensurate with ours : Ma- 
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trimonial alliances and its incumbent duties; a fa- 
mily and its relative interests; want of the means to 
defray the expenoes of travelling, even when. incli- 
nation urges; loss of ſriends; of health; and a 
thousand things, that do not immediately occur, 
may preclude all opportunity of seeing each other 
more ! Yet,” said I, recollecting mall; © it is but 
a common emblem of chat parting, which, barring - 
all these preventive. circumstances, even did we re- 
side together, must ere long take place. Death 
levels his individual sbafts,, and life itself is but one 
continued state of cuccesius Separations. Tbe pre- 
sent scene of things is 30 fleeting in its nature, that 
we have: otily just time to take a cursory view, and 
then rapidly pass from this theatre of existence. Ho] 
strongly should this impress the mind with the vanity 
of fixing our affections on such transitory things; 
which cannot accompany us to the world to which 
we go, and which, if we could take with us, would 
from their nature soon perish; and only leave us 
possessed of the bitterness of disappointment. Not 
50 we hope with rational friendship: though the ob- 
jects may be separated and dispersed, amidst the 
confusign, and disorder of the present mixed state of 
things; yet if ſounded in virtue and improved 
by religion, we may venially hope at least, that this 
will survive the dissolution of the body; and aſter 
the wreck of nature, and the conflagration of the 
world, will again revive, develope its fragrant flow- 
ers, mature its delicious fruit, and be ever * | 
in the Paradise of Gop. ” 
E 
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Hearing of good accommodations at the Inn of 
Cann or Canon Office, we intended that as our 


S tctsstion for the night. The country bere is but 


thinly inhabited, and less cultivated. A very small 
quantity is subject to the plough; the greater part 
being sheep down and cow pastures. Inquiring the 
price of land in the neighbourhood of Llanorfil, 
we found it from one chilling to three and sirpenee 
per acre ; and this, from the present mode of farming, 
might justly be considered too dear! It was near the 
close of evening when we arrived, and u thick rain 
A ang 
The Inn of Cann takes its name from gone 
religious house, whieh had probably been the 
seat of Jurisdietion for this part of the country, in 
the early times of the Britons, and some few Aruidi- 
cal ruins in the vicinity favour this etymology. The 
house is white-washed, which gives it an appearunte 
of neatness ; but, © Fronti nulla fides,” should be 
the motto on the sign: for the filth within by no 
means corresponded with the cleanliness without. 
The landlord and his wife were from home, and the 
servants, left in charge, could not speak à word 01 


English: fortunately we made ourselves understood. 


But, so far from being able to obtain the comforts, 
we could scarcely procure the necessaries of liſe: 
a few old decayed potatoes and slices of fat bacon, 
with barley bread, was all this boasted ien could 
afford us for supper. Happy would it have been for 

us, if the lodgings had not nen with: 1 
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The windows of the bedroom. as well e 


paolenys had in the course of tire, met with many. 
an unlucky accident ; but the damages ad been 


repaired, under the ingenious auspices of its proprie- 
tor, by filling up the vacancies with ihe refuse of 
the family wardrobe. The doors being neither fay- 
nished with Jocks nor bolts, I endeavoured to sto 
myself and party from any abrupt: nocturnal visits, 
after my usual mode on similar oecusions, by puay- 
ing a couple of large screws through the der "tb 
the lintel. This, 1 found, was no movecthun n 
necessary precaution, | oO OW, Moto: 
A country fair had bank bolden this day up/in'the 
mauntains, and numbers of both 'sexes, whom the 
bumours oſ the place or devotion to Bacchus had 
prevented returning in time 10 reach home, took 
up their residence here, waiting the light of mort 
to conduct them to their vcapective habitstions. 
Separated only by a thin boarded partition, the 
hoarse garrulity of these too near neighbours did not 
fail to deprive us of sleep: and had it not been for 
the measure, above mentioned, we should have been 


farther disturbed by their obtrusive  importunities. 


But we were fortunate in obtaining even these ace 
commodations, and but for a sudden movement of 


some company, that arrived just before, we must 


have endeavoured to have lain La ee e 
the motley groupe in the next room. 

On our arrival r 
were just setting off in @ whisky from the inn doar : 
W he inquired ah "ths 

E 2 
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state of the road to Mallwyd; observing at the same 
time, he had heard it to be very good. I gave in 
answer, c that I was totally unacquainted with it, but 

that little dependance was to be placed on the ae- 
counts furnished by the inhabitants; that good and 

bad were relative terms, and men generally formed 
their opinion from the objects and circumstances 
around them; and that reasoning from similar re- 
ports compared with ſacts, I should not be inclined 

to take a journey of fourteen miles in such weather, 
and son late in the evening.“ When a man has re- 
solved upon a plan, it is not easy to dissuade him 
from its execution; and he makes inquiries rather 
to ſortiſy his resolution, than to influence his judge» 
ment. Probably the ladies were disgusted with the 
interior of the inn, a view we had not been favoured 
with: however, they set out on the perilous under- 
taking, and we profited by their absence. Inspeet- 
ing the road the next morning, we had no reason to 
regret; baving submitted to the miserable accom- 
modations of Canon Office. It consisted of deep 
pitches and abrupt risings; and down a declivity, 
called the Bwlch of Edwyn, it required great ener- 
tions to keep the horses upon their legs, without 
their riders. It would have been inhuman not to 
have asked after the strangers, who had these difſi- 
culties to encounter in a dark and wet night. The 
whisky had been broken to pieces, the ladies much 
hurt, and obliged to take refuge in a miserable cot- 
tage, for the night, at the foot of the Bwlch ; where 
one small room contained the hospitable inhabitants 
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and their guests: while the horse was indebted for = 
his lodging to the civility of a domestic swine. 
How little do we consider, while pride is murmur- 
ing at present objects, because they happen not to 
be exactly commensurate with our wishes, that they 
are the very best for us under existing circum- 
stances; and that we owe to humility nen 
we do our happiness to content. 

Passing this abrupt and difficult descent, the ou 
for eeveral miles lay over a flat morass, abounding 
with the carnation and a few other kinds of grass ; but 
all unfriendly for pasture. The ErtoyyoruUM POLY» 
8TACHION was in great plenty, whose flowers had 


vessels ; bursting with a downy substance like fine 
cotton: this the natives gather and sell for stuffing 
beds, cushions, &c. The Mzrica cœnurRA was 
abundant. In the Hebrides the fighermen make nets 
of this grass, and find that they are of much longer 
duration than those made of any other material ; and 
the fair ANDROMEDA POLYPOLIA appeared, shewing, | 
at intervals, its elegant pink, solitary flowers, bp 

The great extent of Rusby Moor and Heathy Bog, 


excited the idea of dreariness; and the meagre ap- 


pearance of a few straggling sheep, and stunted 
black cattle, strongly reminded us of famine, The 
dress and manners of the inhabitants, (we were now 
in the wilds of Merioneth,) were calculated to. fur- 
nish us with a sight of human nature in almost its 
rudest state. The covering of the females, males 
we saw none, Was a COarse lindsey bed-gown, 


— — — — 
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gcarvely out in any shape: at sight of us they fled 


to certain distances, where, contidering themselves 
taſe, they set up a kind of laughing noise, accom« 
panied with ridiculous. gestures ; which brought to 
qur recollection, the first reception of the OY 


by: the transatlantic Indians, 


Conulting time, it appeared we had taken twies 
as much as was necessary, for the number of miles 
we had to go; and examining our compass, we found 
wo had wandered several miles out of qur way to 
the Northward. To inquire was useless: for many 
of these people have never heard of the places a ſow 


miles from them, Knowing that the station lay due 


West, we formed an angle for this point, and soon 


regaining the road, reached Mallwyd. This small 


village is placed between the salient angles of three 
abrupt mountains, Arran, Camlin, and Moel Dyfi; 
in a small vale, through which runs * river ym 


or Dovey. 


' Surrounded by lofty mountains, wich its neat 


amal church, and a few. straggling white-washet | 
cottages, a more peaceful retreat cannot be ima - 


gined. Secluded from the world, it might be süp- 
posed almost deprived of the benefit of sgciety; yet; 
even here, we ſound post. chaises and tespectabſe 
accommodations : a considerable posting business 


being done between this place and the towns of 


Dolgelly and Machynlteth, We met with the most 
pleasing behaviour from Lloyd and his wife, and two 
daughters of the most engaging manners were 
anxious which should be most forward in attention, 
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The genteel address and polished manners of the 
lasses appeared remarkable in this gequentered aitug- 
tion, My curiosity was awake to inquiry. Lloyd 
committed the business of the inn to the ſemale part 
of the family, while he occupied himself in a large 
farm : a custom general with inn-keepers through 
Wales. He had, in his younger years, lived in 
England; end his daughters, agreeably to his wigh, 
that they should adopt the manners of a country he 
80 much admired, had received their education at 
Shrewsbury; which, though an English town, may 
properly be called the capital of North Wales: for 
there the inhabitants of the interior parts go to be 
supplied with those articles of convenience or neces- 
sity, they cannot otherwise procure, and thither tbe 
nymphs of the mountains are sent to finish their 
education. The church is an humble gothic struc- 
ture, the floor covered with rusbes,* and remark- 
able for having the Communion· table in the centre of 
the building. It is literally an altar- piece formed of 
stone, like a sacrificiary of the ancients. This, in 
former times, had been placed at the East end of 
the building ; but during the noise of popish usages 
being introduced, and the Protestant religion in 
danger, in the time of Laud, Dr. Davis, the Rector 
of the Parigh, and the learned author of the Welch 
and Latin Dictionary, in defiance of Archidiocesan 


56 


* This ts a practice dises unlyeraal through Wales, The floors 


are without pavement, and as «raw is scarce, quantities of dtied . 


ruches ate lald thick over the flobr, for the rake of warmth and 
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injunction, had it removed from its. supposed super - 
stitious scite. This act, uriworthy of so great a man, 
is a striking instance of the minutiæ of zeal that 
_ gavours more of passionate warmth,” than solidity of 
judgment; and discovers to us that the violence of 


opposition, 80 frequently manifested under profes- 
sions of real or pretended reformation, did not al- 
ways arise solely from a regard to the Keculiar and 
pure docttines of the gospel. But when we con- 
sider the imperfections of our present state, and that 
even a Hooper and a Latimer were not totally free 


from this littleness of contention ; we must not be 


surprised, if the most perfect characters here are 
not without alloy : for it is only in the unden re- 
gions of purity, that we must look for the perfec- 
tion of our nature, the fruition of _ and * 
exercise of love. 

In the church-yard are several large yews, whos ' 
branches furnish a canopy for the village politicians: 
one is more remarkable than the rest; it consists of 
ix large arms issuing from theg parent trunk, each 
of which might be deemed a noble tree, but thus 
united they are highly magnificent in appearance. 
The girth of the trunk, three ſeet from the ground, 
is twenty-two feet six inches, and the average radius 
of the branches thirty-nine feet ; forming an extent 


of shade two hundred and forty feet in ciroumference | . 


Various have been the conjectures of Antiquaries 
respecting this ancient and general custom of plant- 
ing yews in these gacred- places, The reason as- 
signed by Trusler in his Chronology, as being 
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planted for the use of Archers, as a place well known 
and fenced from cattle, is almost too idle for reſuta- 
tion. Are not all valuable plantations fenced from 
cattle? And why is there, for the most part, but 
one planted ? Horses and cows refuse it—heep and 
goats are not fond of it; and if driven by necessity 
they generally fall victims to. its baleful properties. 
Add to this, nature has with no paring hand scat- 
tered these trees over all the woods of North Wales. 
Thousands grow out of the fissures of rocks; and 
more are frequently seen together than the zum 
total of all the church - yards in Wales.? 
Mr. Pennant says, It was a custom in old times 
upon Palm Sunday, to make this the substitute of 
the tree, from which that Sunday took its name, to 
bless on that day the boughs; also to burn some of 
them to ashes; and with these the priest, on the 
ſollowing Ash Wednesday, signed the people in the 
forehead, saying, Memento, homo! quod pul 


„The Taxvs acer, of the claw Dicheia, (i 7, having - 
only male flowers on one tree and female on the other) has been 
generally zupposed to be an exotic plant: but If those who have 
doubted of its aboriginality, would visit the mountains of Wales or 
Scotland, where it is «een growing in inacceveible heights, which 
the hand of the planter never can have reached ; they must be con- 
vinced of the contrary, Added to this strong indication of ts being 
an indigenous plant, the fact authenticated by M. de la Boyne, In the 
Philosophical 'T'rancactions, diezipates every dhadow of a doubt ; 
„ That yew trees with their roots sltuated in the manner in 
which they had grown, have been found in ceveral parts of ag 
- beneath the uro of the earth,” 6 Jil. 

5. 263. 
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from the Jews, was adopted by the different heathen 


be who could to oweetly ting, #hould have bad ouch 
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vis er, & in pulverem reverteris!' And of | the 
branches, so blessed, it was customary to stick some 
in the fields, in rogation week, or at the time of 
processions,” That this was a use sometimes made 
of these trees, is very probable ; but it does not satis- 
ſactorily account for their being plantad here. F 
Most of those in church-yards are the male plant, 
which may egsily be distinguished by the. deeper 
green of its foliage ; an acourate idea of which is 
given-by Parnel, in his mournful description of it 
“ Yon black and funeral Yew, 
« That bathes the charnel house with dew!" 

See also White's History of Selborne, p. 924+ 

And probably for this darker appearance they wes 
selected. q 
The use of emblems in funeral' rites, wand 
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nations. The Grecks and Romans carried branches 
of oypress before the corpse, which being once cut 
is said never to revive again: as an emblematic re- 
presentation of the migerable doctrine of annihila- 
lian. You know the elegant lines in the Idyllium of 
Bion, by Moschus ; and while you admire the beau- 
tiful turn of the Poet, you will lament with me, that 


durksome thoughts ! 
„% A A W tus KOT uu 0 BAAN" 


% Alas | the meanent flowers the gardens yield, 1 4 
Tho vilest weeda, that flourish in the field, ebe 
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Which dead in wint'ry sepulchres appear, 
Revive in spring and bloom another year; 
But we, the great, the brave, the learn'd, the wise, 
Soon as the hand of death has clos'd our eyes, 
In tombs forgotten lie: no suns restore 
We sleep for ever sleep! to wake no more.” 
 rawkits. 


In opposition to this, the Christians make use of 
rosemary, laurel, and ivy ;* signifying, that though 
the body was cut down, yet, like these plants, it 
would revive again; and the soul was immortal, 
like these evergreens, on which the sean make no 
change. Is it not therefore. probable, that the 
planting of yew in church«yards is derived from this 
origin? Because from its perpetual verdure it is an 
apt and elegant emblem of the doctrine of immor- 
talily ; and placed here to shew the unlettered peas 
zant, that although the body is committed to the 
earth, yet the soul still exists; and will exist for 
ever? Whoever visits this secluded spot will cer- 
tainly ramble as far as Pont Fallwyd, to the falls. of 
the Dovey. The scenery, whichever way the eye 
turns, is prodigiously romantic. The mountaing 
form 4 grand natural Amphitheatre, wich sylyan 
zides ; through which peeps here and. there a hlte - 
wathed cottage; oufficient io remind us, that. we 


* Hedera quoque, vel laurus & hojusmodl, que temper servant 
rirorem in earcophago corpori ubsternentur, ad aignificandum, 
quod qui moriantur in Cheivtoy vivere nec deelviunty nam loot 
mundo mot iuntur cecundum corpus, tamen Rcundum animam, ah 
yunt & reviyizcunt Deo, = | 

Drvaans, * vn. e. 33. 
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were yet in an ;nbabited country. | Catlin rising 
immediately with rude Majesty on our right, and 
the conical Arran liſting its resplendent head, with 
the different cwms were reflected in various tint and 
shade in the waters of the Dovey. Through the 
opening of the mountains, the minisbed scenery of 
ray distant vale, appeared | in camera-obscura before 
On the opposite view, the beautiful cascade 
22 by the Dovey was peculiarly fine. The 
river was swollen by the late rains, and impatient to 
rush through a narrow rocky channel, ſoaming 
against a high slate rock in the centre of the bed, 
| it berame- irresistibly impetuous, and rushing into 
the pool beneath, hastened to meet the 9 EF 
the Dovey. © 
The pool below, fringed « on its margin with 
brush wood, added to the brilliant appearance of its 
angry wave; while the mountain bridge of one exs 
tensive arch with a small chord, and its stones 
whitened with several species of lichen, formed 4 
pleasing boundary to the lovely scene. 
Returning to our inn, sensible of the pointed at- 


tention of Lloyd and his family to our comforts, we: 


could not help paying our tribute of respect; and 
promising if ever Mallwyd should be in our route, 
we would endeavour to make a longer Tp? at the 
Cross Foxes, 

Leaving Mallwyd, we 0 pamed a bridge of one * 
over the Klewedog, a small alpine stream that joins 
the Dovey near Mallwyd ; whose waters, black as 
ink, pass Sluggishly through | a dark chasm of date 
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rock, rendered more gloomy by overhanging woods. 
Tradition says, it obtained the appellation of Sickly, 
from a bloody battle once ſought on its banks; but 
more probably from the slow motion and unnatural 
appearance. of its waters. 

Whoever wishes to see FLIER aſi; eck ar | 
and become acquainted with the manners of its in- 
habitants, must not confine himself to the leading 
roads of it. He must frequently deviate from the 
beaten track, ascend the craggy steep, and traverse 
the secluded vale: he must enter the humble roof, 


great mass of every society: Where te customs of 
the peasantry have not emelgamated with those af | 
their more polished neighbours. | 
Turning to the North, we nee a 
the vale: of the Mowddivy, on the banks of the 
Dovey. This valley, seven miles in length, is, in 
places, so narrow, as scarcely to admit a meadow be- 
tween the river and the base of the mountains that 
1 ſorm it. These rise here with such abruptness, as 
| ats to appear to the eye almost perpendicular: others 
are rerdant slopes, that furnisb pasturage for nume- 


and bus flocks. High up their side? the brown heath | 
ute, bredominstes, which affords shelter to quantities of 


th the black and red draus“ and eee to 
1 l Kufl! 1 fem 

Ne . ee winrar arte owe: ee Ths 

f sa30n for grouse booting begins about zix weeks before that of par- 

oins tridge shooting. The method is nearly the ame. The grouse, 

8 which are very numerous on these peaty mountains, hide themselves 

late under the heath or ling. Pointers, but more frequently settem and 
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and vigit the babitations of he poor, who formithe = 
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the arduous sportsman : but their tops abonnd with 
bogs of greater consequence to the poor inhabitants 
of this wild country. Numerous turbaries furnigh 
them with the fuel wanted; and equally curious ani 
ingenious are the methods they use to bring the 
combustible treasure home. The mountains ave 80 
steep, that to use a cart or horses would: be impos- 
Sible; a sledge therefore is adopted, which is 
chine formed of rail work similar to the bed of x 
cart; and holds from two to four hundred weight: 
this the owner carries up the hill upon his bach, 
% duris wiergue labor, loads it with peat, then 
placing a cord over his breast, which is-affixed to 
the dledge, he drags it to the verge of the summit; 
reversing his position he now exerts all his strength 
to stop the velocity of the sledge, going beſote it 
backwards, and guiding its various motions, till he 
arrives at the foot of the mountain; then reaszumitg 
his former position, draws the fuel home. When 
the turbaries are far distant, a small horse, which 
most of these cottagers possess, is brought up by 
a winding track, and employed to draw: ben pen 
to the edge of the declivit x. bone 

Such is the force of habit, that bee en 
pen in this dangerous employment ; ahthough from 
the angle which the descent makes with the plane 
of the horizon, being little less than a right one, we 
could not unineumbered find footing : and from the 
Incumbent weight, a single false step would ineyit- 


xpaniels, are made use of, and the pursuers generally take a week"s 
excursion ; carrying provisions with them, and running the chanet 
of a cottage — — night. 
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ably overwhelm the unfortunate en me. de 
would be dashed to pieces l! 

The only ſuel of many parts of North Wale h | 
turf and peat. The once extensive woods are nearly 
consumed, and coal is not yet discovered in arty 
considerable quantities. In appearance it is a ma 
of black earth. It has been stated by some chymists, 
that the earth of peat is of 4 bitominous quality. 
This was an easy way of accounting for its property 
of combustion: but the light thrown upon the sub- 
ject, by modern discoveries, yy 1 ascer- 
tained its real nature. *g, Mig 
Peat consists of mixt e matter, Pfnci- 
pally formed of the remains of aquatic vegetables, or 
such as only thrive in moist situations. Their nou- 
richment is afforded, and their growth promoted by 
the absorption of atmospheric air, the decomposition 
of water, and the calcarious matter generally held 
by it in solution. These substances, it has been 
proved, are sufficient to account ſor the production 
of aquatic vegetables; and the accumulation of 


such quantities of vegetable combustible matter, on 
the sarface of the earth, that forms the numerous 


414/05 Ot Hime 


we P Turf and peat differ is this Aue Sis, contains.the. 


and stalks of vegetables with a mixture of peat, clay, marle or s 


whereas the latter, when pure, contains no visible 


vegetable whatever, They are frequently found twgether;' ts it 


lying upon che surface, and the. pet undvr, to vii ot deve ſvet deep. 
That which ĩs· ound immediately 'beneathithe-turf, ia νjẽ, Ie be 


worst; and that at dhe greatest depth, the hem. Sometimes in 
common life tows names are AN 13 555 to 7 sub- 
9 N 3 . 
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peat ſens, and morazzes. 1, Trees, of u, considerable 
size have been frequently found, , buried many yards 
deep in some peat grounds. These probably were 
antediluyians ; and leſt in the slime and sand, whigh 
must have accumulated in the upper, vallies, at thg 
retiring of the waters. Others have been found 
nearer the surface, with. the appearance af having 
been cut, down, or undergone the action of fire ze 
In the latter case, the inference may be drawn, that 
peat bogs or moors did not give birth to such trees; 
but the destruction of forests, from natural or arti- 
ficial causes, have given rise to the, peat bogs and 
moors. . The trees having, been thrown down.and 
impeding the waters in their passage to the sea, the 
alternate growth and decay of aquatic vegetables 
has, in the course of time, produced the accumu- 
lation, of inert vegetable. matter, known under the 
name of pet. Vid. Lord Dundonald, g. $2. 
It is demonstrated, therefore, that decayed veget- 

. ables afford the combustible property, which once 
ignited, by beating the interposed earth to a red- * 
ness, forms the burning mass. The heat, procured 
from this substance, is neither great nor lasting; it * 
emits in burning a strong smell; and some kinds 
produce a very offensive one. Tt burns 'to'' yellow 
ashes, Which contain a vegetable colouring matter, 
or small quantities of iron sometimes beld in 8olu- WM wn, 
tion and ſound in the ashes. The quantity. of ashes groe 
is not above one-nineteenth of the whole mass. This objec 
vegetable origin farours the tradition, that where 
peat has been cut, in a Series of y Jeu ears it grows agam. 
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It is cut from the morass, or bog, with Gi angaler | 
zpade or 8coop; which; at two motions, brings it out 
in oblong! pieces about ten inches long and five 
thick; these are piled up in conical heaps to dry, and 

in favourable weather are boused for use in the 
mode above described. While some were thus 
engaged in preparing fot that inelement season, 
which bids all nature rue; others were equally busy 
gathering the scanty crops of grass; and making a 
provision for their cattle. Men, women, and chil- 
dren were employed, carefully turning it by hand, 
and looking with anxious eyes towards the heavens, - 
which now darkly: lowered, and threatened confu+ 
sion to their laborious toil. : 10" 

Such is the unevenness of the ground, Hat 
ploughs, as well as carts, are strangers to this dis- 
triet. The accessible parts; deemed fit for corn, 
are brought into culture by the spade; and the 
manure, as in the arable tracts of the alps, is brought 
on horses backs. Yet these poor people contrive to 
obtain a subsistence, which to many would appear 
ured imposzible: but what nature has oa) _ oy 
Li endeavour to supply by incessant toil, 
inds 

In tenui labor, at tenuis non api | 
It is generally, and with reason, zupposed that tracts of peat 
ner, oY ure 3 to vegetation In the vicinity, Peat is retentive of mois 
olu- re, holding it like a sponge : the solar rays produce a great de- 1 
isbes „„ and as heat is abstracted from surrounding | 7 
This objects and cold generated, effects will arise injurious to vegetation : | 
pete and this not only to uch plants, as require a greater degree of heat 

0 and nourishment than zuch soils will afford; but these effects will ex- 
. tend to the drier lande, in the vicinity of uch fens and morazes, 
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On the left, the mountains finely opening, exhi- 
bited to us a grand view of the rugged and irregular 
summit of Aran Mowddwy, which rises statelily above 
the other mountains, that seem to crouch: beneath 
his gigantic ſeet. A little farther up the vale is the 
small village of Han y/ Mowddwy, ſamous only for 
having iis chureh dedicated to an uncanonized saint, 
(Tydecho)- Who this apocryphal devotee was, 
whom I have in vain. sought for in the crowded 
Panagion of the Romish Church, it is not easy to learns 
A legendary tale, that makes him an Abbot of some 
eonvent in Armorica, who retired; to this spot in the 
time of king Arthur, is extant in verse, by a bard! of 
the noble house of Mathafarn in the reign, of Henry 
VII. The cottages of this village and the neigh- 
bourhood are as rude as the face of the country: the 
walls are built of fragments of quartz and limestune, 
piled one upon the other in an irregular manner; 
with the interstices filled up with lumps of turf or 
peat. The roof is covered with broad care slates, 
and the chimney formed by a hole, surrounded far 
about: two feet high with amall Sticks, kept in . 
by a rush vr hay rope. Ot 1107 352018 

Pursuing the course of the river, we reel at 
the celebrated pass of Bwich y Groes, the road of 
the Cross ; 80 called. from a-cross that formerly stood 
on the summit of this pass, reckoned the most dif- 
ficult and dangerous i in North Wales : supposed to 
haye been erected as a memento for thanksgjving, 
when the traveller had eftected this part of his jour- 
ney in safety. The face of the country puts on 8 


- 
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| | | > 
terrific appearance, bidding defiance to the traveller 
and charging him to proceed no farther. & long 

range of very high mountains, running nearly 
East and West, and rising one above another 
in tremendous grandeur, divide the counties of 
Merioneth and Montgomery into two parts: a 
deep ravine through these forms the pass. It is 4 
zigzag stalt - case path of steep ascent, rendered still 
more dangerous by loose shivering slate stones, that 
slide beneath the feet.” But this danger is nearly 
vanished: a noble road is making along the western 
side of the mountainy at a vast expence; and will, 
when finished, make the communication between 
the North and South, if not easy, less diffleult and 
perfectly saſe. The Runvs 1D@vs and S 2 
NIVALIS flourish here,” ' 

On the northern side of this able of mountains, | 
on the banks of Llyn Tegid, in the parish of Han L 
Cil, lies the small town of BALA. 

It is regular in its ſorm, consisting of one princi- 
pal street, the rest of the streets crossing it at right 
angles; and derives its name from its situation, as 4 
lace where a river falls into a Jake. Much of its 
consequence arises from its large fairs and markets, 
which, owing to its central situation, are numerous 
ly attended from distant parts of the country. It 

as a very considerable manufactory of knit woollen 

— such as stockings, gloves, &. Knitting 

being the common employment of the neighbour- 

hood, ſor both sexes and all ages: even the men 

ſrequently take up the needles and assist the females 
y2 
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in the labour, whence the chief support of the family 
is derived. You see none idle, going out, or re- 
turning home ; riding or walking they are occupied 
in this portable employment. During the long win- 
ter nights, from, the dearness of candles and a social 
disposition, tiſdy form, what they call, Cymmorthen 
Gwant : nuinbers assemble at each other's dwellings 
in rotation, and sitting round a turf fire, pursue their 
wonted task : while tales of other times beguile the 
hours, or the village harper thrumbs his dulcet notes 
of harmony. The hills in the vicinity, particularly 
Tommen y Bala, are covered with these people in 
the summer months, spinning and knitting the 
woollen yarn: * Mean time the song goes round z 
and dance and sport, wisdom and friendly A pro- 
gressive steal their hours away.” _ 

The wool is principally of one or at most #wo ae 
and is chiefly bought at Llanrwst, except what is 
afforded by the neighbouring downs. The staple 
articles are woollen stockings, gloves, wigs, socks 
andl other small knit articles. These are purchased 
by Welch hosiers, who travel through the adjoining 
English counties, whence they are distributed 
through the Island. The stockings are of all co- 
lours; white, red, blue, native black and greys of 
every variety of shade: price from six to nine 8hil- 
lings per dozen. No conjecture. can be made of 
the quantity manufactured at Bala and its vicinity; 
it must be very considerable, when from #wo #o five 
hundred pounds worth are sold every matket day. 

Vid. Pennant, 


TOUR "THROUGH NORTH WALES. 69 
This place is conjectured, to be coeval with the 
Roman government in Britain, if not of Roman ori- 
gin: yet gotwithstanding, no place has figured" less 
upon the page of history: perhaps from its retired 
situation and the sterility of the adjacent country. 
The mount, on the South East side of the town, 
called Tommen y Bala, appears to have been arti- 
ficial, and of Roman workmanship ; it once had 
a castelet or citadel on its summit: on the opposite 
side of the lake is andther, on which are the re- 
mains of walls, &. Of both these the Welch took 
advantage in the times of invasion. Pennant sup- 
poses the latter to have been the scite of the castle, 
and to have been fortified by Llwelyn ap Jorwerth, 

A. D. 1202. Vid. Pewel, p. 224. 
Aſter the Conquest, it was made dependent upon 
the castle of Harlech : from the reign of Edward II. 
it was expressly committed to the custody of the 
constable of that castle. Subsequent to this period 
we scarcely hear of the place ; and for centuries its 
mhabitants probably had to be grateful, that Bala did 
not exhibit a more prominent feature in the political 
history of the prineipality. Llyn Tegid, or Pimble 
Meer, is justly the pride and ornament of this se- 
questered spot: it is the largest lake in Wales; and 
is undoubtedly a beautiful extraordinary expanse of 
inland water. It lies in a direction from N. East 
to 8. West, in length four miles; its greatest 
breadth little more than 1200 yards. It is many 
ſathoms deep, and its greatest depth is near Bryn 


9 
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Golen. Towards the S. West the depth diminishes, 
where the mountain torrents carry into the laks 
great quantities of loose earth and stones. The gra- 
dual acoretions of these have formed small islands in 
this part of the lake. These, when the winds blow 


violently from the West, combine to form an en- 


croachment on the North Eastern boundary. In 
gtormy weather the billows run prodigiously high, 
and a heavy surf rolls over the gravelly banks; and 
it is not uncommon, on these occasions, for the was» 
ters to rise to the alarming height of nine or ten feet: 
80 as to threaten the town with inundation : which 
it would certainly do, were it not for a great dyke 
or artificial mound of carth thrown up for its. eecu- 
rity. Before this, inundations were frequent ; and 
many acres of excellent land were lost: and even 
now, after heavy rains, when the superabundant 
waters descend from the mountains, if the wind is 


downward, the obstructed waters force a passage 


over the dyke, to the great injury of the otherwise 
rich pastures of the fair vale of Edoirnion, The 
quality of the waters is similar to that of most others 


in the lakes of North Wales, exceedingly pure, defy+ 
ing the most accurate chemical tests to detect the 


least quantity of carthy matter, 


The lake abounds with a variety of excellent fish ; 


salmon, pike, trout, perch, eels, and a fish peculiar 
to alpine lakes, called gwiniad: it is the salmo laven 
retus of Linnæus, and the same with the ferra in 
the lake of Geneva. It takes its British name, 
gwiniad, a whiting, from the peculiar whiteness of 
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its scales t this is u Fregarious fish, umd betne of the 
northern shores abound with them. They are very 
numerous in the lake: they spawn in Decemben 
increase prodigtous iy, and are esteemed by sotné 
very good eating ; but they have a peculitir itishpidity 
to me. They for the mot part weigh uhoùt eight 
ounces, - but have been caught as large as | Fout 
pounds, They are seldom taken by angling, Keeps 
ing generally at the bottom of the lake : where they 
feed on small shell fish. Sometimes they approach 
the shallows to feed on the leaves of the LonzTIA 
DARTMANNA, When their flayour is REVERE e 
liarly delicate. 

The Fisbery in the thirteenth _— babtigen 
to the abbey of Basingwerk : the whole property is 
now vested in Sir Watkin W. Wynne. It has been 
observed that the salmon are never found in "the 
lake; nor the gwiniad in the river: hence the vul· 
gar inference, that the waters of the river never in- 
termingle with those of the lake, but the Dee flows 
through it unmixed, as the Rhone was fabled to do 
through the lake of Geneva; and the classic Alpheus 
through the waters of the Adriatic. This may gene- 
rally be the case; But by accident, (says D. Bar- 
rington). the gwiniad has been known to stray as far 
as Llandrillo, six miles down the river; and a sal- 
mon bas now and then been found e the 
lake.“ 

The bebe dates of the lake consist of cultrates 
and wooded slopes, diversified by dark rocks; and 
now and then a crag presenting itself in conjunction 
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with the expanse of water, forms an agreeable and 
striking landscape, The view to the South West ig 
prodigiously fine: looking over the lake, a line of 
rich corn fields and verdant meadows is seen to 
bound its waters on the right: on the left the bridge 
through which they are discharged to the bed of the 
river, over which rises in picturesque heauty, a large 
rocky hill well clothed with wood: a range of crags 
thence leads the eye to the lofty Arrans with their 
summits Penllyn and Fowddy. On the North West 
are the claudy tops of Arennigs, Vawr, and Vach z 
and, soaring high in the distant horizon, the triple 
head of the majestic Cader. At the North East 
corner issues out the river called Dee, which at its 


outset is a stream of respectable size and depth, 


even in dry seasons; in wet it is full, and rolls with 
great velocity in dark eddies through the arches of 
a: rough stone bridge, thrown across it a few yards 


from the lake. No name perhaps has more exer- 


cised the prying eye of etymologists than this. Some, 
considering the river to commence before it enters 
the lake, derive its name from that of the mountain 
torrent Dy; others from Dduw, Divine; and a 


third part from Ddu“ Black, from the dark appear- 


_ * Mr... Pennant in one place denjes the dark appearance of its wa, 
ters, yet in another he says, ** I again crozzed the Dee, at Pont 
Gylan, a bridge of two arches; over a deep and black water.” But 
the general appearance of the upper part of the Dee, after great rains, 
is a deep tan colewy : and this hue many of the Welch rivers aue, 
 ewing to the marthy peat soil, through which they flow: Rhaiadg 
Pdu is 80 called from the dark hue of its torrent; and Whoever has 
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ance of its waters: as the matter is still Lis rub ju- 
dice, I am strongly inclined to the rat opinion 1 
not because it flows from #wo fountams, for many 
rivers do this as well as the Dee; but taking into 
the account the generally received opinion, that this 
river flowed through the lake in a miraculous way, 
without the intermixture of its waters ; and that the 
tame quantity and quality flowed out as flowed in; 
it is reasonable to suppose it would bear the same 
name below as above the lake : and this very inter- 
ruption in the apparent bed of the rer might give rise 
to the appellation. If, however, with Mr. yay 


you are determined to consider it of divine origin, I 


submit. Divona was a common name amongst the 
Romans, for any river they held sacred. Our ori- 
ginal race, the Gauls, certainly deified lakes and 
rivers; and © Deva's wizard stream was: undoubtedly 
held in high veneration by the Druids.“ Most na- 
tions had one more sacred than the rest : the Pe- 
neus was worshipped by the Thessglonians ; and the 


Germans paid divine honour to the Tiber, The _ 
| Rhine was famed for deciding legitimacy of birth ; 


and the Ganges is still adored by the natives of 
Hindostan, 
Gyraldus says the Dee was bee of 1 or 


ill to the Welch, by the shifting of its channel; 


followed the Dee through the lovely vale of Edeirnion, wont have 
noticed the gloomy aspect of iu waters there. | 


* AXres, terrestres, & alia minora Demonia, que in aquls fag 
num & fluminum vereari dieuntur, | 
Fil Pncap. de Goth, 1:b, 11 
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and prior to great events, was frequently known 
miraculously to rage and swell, without the inter- 
vention of rains. Vid. Gyrald. C. AI. 
This opinion was held long after the time of Gy-. 
raldus ; and though it has ceased to be the bound- 
ary between England and Wales, and to witness 
contending armies on the margin of its flood, yet 
great or sudden alterations are still considered as the 
| harbingers of extraordinary events. 
Drayton in his Pc/yo/bzon beautifully alludes to 
* superstitious vencration for the Dee : 


— — x ek, Dee's holiness began 

By his contracted front and sterner waves to how, 

T hat he had things to speak, that profit them to know : 

A brook, that was supposed much business to have seen; 
Which had an ancient bound *twixt Wales and England been, 
And noted was, by both, to be an ominous flood, | 
That changing of his ſords, the future ill or good 

Of either country told; of either's war or peace; 

The sickness or the health; the dearth or the increase. 


Recrossing the Bwlch and turning to the left, we 
erossed several smell streams that issue from Craig 
Llyn, Dyfi, and other hills, which ſorm the base of 
Arran Fowddwy ; and soon forming a junction, re- 
ceive the appellation of Dovey. Repassing the val- 
ley on the western side of the river, our attention 
was awakened by a sound of waters, proceeding from 
a considerable fall made by a small alpine stream; 
called Cowarch ; that rises on the southern side of 
the Arran, and here bursting over a lodge of quartz 
rock, contributes its mite to the Dovey : following 
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the course of the stream we soon reached Dixas 
Mowppu. 

This village is pleasantly e at the junetion 
of three vales, formed by ranges of - lofty mountains 
on the shelf of a rock beneath Craig y Dinas, on 
the banks of the Kerris, where it empties itself into 
the Dovey; the rapidity of whose streams must es- 
sentially contribute to the salubrity of the air. The 
houses, few in number, are principally mud cot- 
tages with rush-clad roofs; and, not being white 


washed, wear an aspect little inviting to the passing 


traveller. 

From the wretched appearance of the place and 
its secluded situation, it might have been reason- 
ably supposed, that it would ever escape the ebal- 
litions of spleen and the animadversions of envy t 
but poverty and wretchedness are no protection 
against the malignant shaſts of that cold philosophy 
which, like the blighting East wind on which it was 
borne, spreads alike its deleterious effects upon the 
bumble trefoil and the majestic oak. That this was 
once a place of more consequence than its present 
state indicates, cannot be denied t indeed the annals 
of Wales (Vid. Warrington) notice it, as having 
been the seat of a chieftain; and its vicinity the 


scene of many a feat of valour and barbarity, But 


that it was ever a place endowed with all the pri- 
vileges of a powerful corporation, bearing the en- 
signs of majesty, and exhibiting the pomp and pa- 
raphernalia of a proud commercial city, is an idea 
almost too extravagant to find admission in the re- 


76 
gions of fancy. As well might the enthusiastic * 
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tuoso, who finds a few cockle shells, or the traces 


of them in the strata of lime-stone and gravel on the 
summits of the mountains, conclude, that this must 
once have been the bottom of the ocean; and then, 
by a gentle stretch of the imagination, - conjecture, 
that here must have been the harbour of some vast 
maritime power, where rode triumphant a victoriqus 
navy; and, from its eligible situation, have been 
the Emporium of the World! Supposing this had 


been the case, yet the man of sentiment and feel: | 


ing would rather have lamented over its fallen grau- 
deur; and the ill-fated cireumstance of a” dilapi- 
dated city and ruined corporation would have in- 
spired sensations, far different from those of ridicule 
and triumph over its appearance of poverty and beg- 
garly property. But the Antiquary of Birming- 
ham could not let the sh4adow of a church or cor- 


poration pass without a discharge of venom at the 


established government.*® The tour becomes a 
vehicle of aggression, and the cloven ſoot will ap- 
pear upon the mountains of North Wales. For 3 
time nothing was heard of this champion of equality: 
and it might have been conjectured, that, like the 
pheenix, he had perisbed in his self-kindled flames 


Vid. Part of a Tour in Valet, by V. Hutton, F. A. S. Gentle» 
man's Magazine, Feb. 1798; where the gross attempts at wit, and 
the invidious invendos at the church and constitution of the coun- 
try, shew that the tour was undertaken more for an opportunity 
of sly attacks upon government, than with Sen of en, 
Jjutt dexcripiion of the country. | 3 v6 | 
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but, like that fabulous bird, he has the property of 
renovation; and the new- fledged bird appears in 
shape and instinct like the former, but with e ge 
plumage and redoubled strengt. ak: 

It does not appear that Dimas strictly means a dy. 
The Britons used to call wood fenced with a vallum 
and ditch, as a place where they might defend them- 

ves as oſten as an enemy made an excursion, by 
this name: ¶ Vid. Cesar. Com. Lib. V:) and many 
places are distinguished by this appellation, that have 
fel? . not the least pretensions to be considered as cities, 
l as Dinas Dinlle, Dinas Dinorwig, Dinas Cortin, 


ran- 
api- Dinas Bran, all of which were fortified places; and 
in. I everal of them the seats of chieftains. The con- 


owls clusion therefore from the name is, that it was 80 
called from being a strong fortified palace of a prince; 


ing and as usual the district around was endowed with 
* several privileges and exemptions, which continued 


the under the general title of ancient usages, till per- 
mitted by the statutes of Henry VIII.; when the 

laws of England were ener extended to 15 
5 conquered countr r. 
Tbis is the more probable, as chis Fa though 
the not a parish, but included in that of Llan y Mowd- 
dv, is the capital of an.extensve lordship belonging 
| to the Mytton family ; which contains the whole 
wth. parish, and seven out of en eee n: 
and W yd. LE | 
5 Mr. Pennant says it is We by a — Al- 
_ dermen, Recorder, and several Burgesses : That the 
Mayor tries criminals; and the Recorder, in the ab- 
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tonce of the Lood; matters of property tot exceed; 
ing forty shillings. That they still preserve the in- 
vignia of power: the mace, standard measure 
stocks, whipping past, and the uag · vaur, or great 
fetter. But he does not say when, or hy whom 
this charter was granted; nor how long its inhabit. 


ants. have been thus enfranchised. (Jia. Toy 


Wales, Vol. II.) 
As it is a peculium under 8 oft ity 
own lords, it is not improbable: that this ostensible 
corporation is an appendage: to the Baronial: and 
Leet Courts; or rather a deputation from themy to 
rid tho lord or his steward of the unprofitable part 
of its goverament. One of the houses süll en 
the name of the Manor House. 019 4910 
Tbis district was famous, longer thas/aop Mind] of 
Britain, for. retaining the barbarous custom, prevas 
lent during the dark ages through all the northern 
nations of Europe, of commuting crimes, however flu- 
gitious, by a fine; called by the Saxons were- geld, and 
by the Welch gwerti. Nor was the intult upon hu- 
manity, of putting the life of man in competition 
with property, removed, till the 27th. of King Henry 
the VIII, In this country the restitution was genes 
rally made in cattle. The fine for a Welehman's 
life, unless he was taxed as a vassal of the crown} 
was very low; seventy thrymses, (about ten pounds 
sterling ;) the loss of a nose, or other principal mem- 
ber, six oxen and one hundred and twenty pence ; 
of a finger, one cow and twenty pence ; and other 
injuries in proportion. (Vid. Leges Mal. 278.) 
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The commutation, called Gobr Merck demon- 
«rates, that the violation of ' chastity' was considered 


as a- very Venial crime : and the recompenee to a 


virgin, that had been nee was men ns. 


gular. / *$ 7 121 FUEL, 


On compli being tous, that! a FE PR 
had degerted her, the court adjudged hoer che ops 
portunity of obtaining the gobr (merch: - A ybung 
three-year-old bull was to have his tail Shaved and 
well greased : and this was to be introduoed through 
a wicker door: if the injured female bad sufficient 
srength-to, retain the bull by the tail, whils'two'men 
were goading it, the beast was adjudged: to her; if 
not, she was dismissed without HN satisfuc⸗ 
tion!!! 2 16 1 „ 

Don' e feel your ve indignation Hi at the 
folly and craelty of your ancestors, 'who could thus 


add insult to injury; and hold up to ridicule the 


misfortunes of the unprotected fair? I kHο ] you 
do. Yet how much more strongly does, what is 
ridiculous, unjust, or cruel in the Laws of other na- 
tions, or other times, strike us, than i in those of qur 


own? We consider ourselves as living. i in an, age 


of great refinement; and then conclude it: ust be 
an age of justice. Where is the mind of sensi- 

bility that would not shrink with horror at the base 
idea of his fair country-women being ler uppro- 
tected by the, laws of a constitution, the, enyy, af the | 
world? Yet can female; virtue be cansidered as | 
under the protection of the laws, When seduction 
and dereliction are deemed of so trifling a nature, 
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and 80 unimportant to the welfare of the state; af 
not to be included in the list of crimes: and a mall 
douceur to society even procures a privilege to com · 
mit the crime, while the injured party receives no 
compensation, save want and ignominy?ꝰ Q! ye 
Britiah Senators | read the history of your country, 
read the history of man z consult the code of reason 
study the code of Divine Wisdom; and with prompt 
and animated hands tear, indignantly tear, these 
unjust and impious acts from the statute book of 
your country: no longer suffer uch a foul and dis» 
graceſul blot to deface the system of English Juris 
prudence! Let equity be the standard of your 
legislative measures; and if any partiality must ex- 
jet, let it exist in behalf of the weaker, and more 
amiable; part of creation | — Hoping greater light 
will produce greater good, and that increasing 
wisdom will be neun with an ae! a 
. | 
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| months for incontinency ; while the vile zeducer is only bound to 
indemnify the parish for the maintenance of the child: Which is 
generally commuted for the paltry «um of tex or tern pounds, In 
Switzerland the scducer is obliged to make reparation by marrying 
the party; but with us women wem of lea valve than the beans of 
the field, If a man goes to his neighbour's fields and wilfully 
maims or wounds his cattle, it is felony without benefit of elergy 3 
but he ER oh Ie 
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et ee wwe Oh (ifeity ii must be e. called 
without u Mpgle Wien to: find Pleasure in triumphing 
over” fallen 'preathess, we took, the road for Dolge gellen. 
A Stand Paws (rough ebe opening⸗ 'of the Cader 
Chain, Which prehen ng. the Arans and the 
Arenigs.” fois nearly i a right angle with the Fe 

It winds beattifully eside the rude mountain "Craig 
» Guiyhi;” er the Wilil Rock, which forms + a 1040 


5 Lind 10 


wall on tie tight; While the opposite one on the 


left consists of Various Lopes with here and bers a 


miserable looking cottage peeping in the different | 


directions of ths Cms; the Kerris, widely flowing 
over a rocky bed in the vale, murmured beneath 


our feet, and the hills in softest whispers returned 


the melancholy tones.” Near" the top 
Cuyni are some deserted lead mines. "at's great 
quantities of u Vlaish 6chre | being found, with which' 
the shepherd$” mark the sheep, 
stances, it would appear, tha 


thit the failore of SUCCESS 


"of Craig | 


and other citcum- | 


was rithey owing to che want of kill and ppirit « 'of the 
undertakets,” than aballow ness of 9 8 or Poverty 


of the ore, N #5442) +4 19 HHS 15 C2 4 
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On the left is Bwlch Oer Ddyrws, noted for having 
been one of the three places, where, after the death 
of Glyndwr, the principal inhabitants of certain 
distrieis assembled, to form a compact for enforeing 
justice by the weight of their character, without the 
assistance of any legal sanction; which the con- 
fusion of the times, and the want of a due execution 
of the laws, had reduced to a state of debility. 
Various were the regulations made with respect to 
right and wrong; the mode of | redregs, and the 
measure of satisfaction. To these no. sangtion v 
annexed, except forfeiture of all benefits. derivable 
' from the compact. This appears to have been,ouf- 
ficient i in those ungettled times, as it left the 
ing party unsupported, and in the bour of danger 
ſriendless. A general plan of astocistiqns of this 
kind for the encouragement of yirtue and order. would 
probably | do more to discourage idleness and vice, 
and consequently prevent crimes, than all the cevere 
penal, statutes that ever were enacted, . 4 

Descending a very steep stony wad, for. three 

miles we entered the town of. Dor 6RLLEN, 75 
: We! had been recommended to the sign of the 
Lon. Tbe accommodations were not ot the most 

striking sort, yet the attentive civilities of Williams 
and his wife would have made still more indifferent 

ones comfartable. We were, detained. here longer 
than intended, by the unfavourableness of the weather 
for Botanical pursuits; bowergt we did not want for 
amusement. The morning was taken upin writing; the 
afternoon in listening to the enchanting Welch airs, 
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and charming musis of dhe harp, having enlisted 
an old harper. in our service during our stay; and - 
the evening was employed conversing,, with W. 
Williams, whom we found a. man endued with a 
strong mind; and 'who, to. solid observation bad - 
added à considerable ſund of history and anecdote. 
The face of the country, its remarkable beauties or 
wonders, the state of agriculture and manufactures, 
the great, families, and the changes that had taken 
place in thern, their genealogy, instances of heroiem, 

with many a tale of other times, furnished. a 8avoury 
olla, and seldom failed to protract the length. of 
the evening. A circumstance, which, had it not 


been ſdr a declining day, and our homes inadequate 


to further exertion, would have been laughable, 
began to put on a serious aspect, and was very near 


depriving. us of this, feast, of reason. From our 


arriving at this agitated time, and sqme;.ugpicious 
traits in our appearance, we were taken ſor Irish, 
and it required much protestation und perzuasion 
before we could obtain the promise of a bed, or the 
least refrechment. Mrs. W. insisted, that we were 
rebels fled from justice, while Williams recommended 


charity. The altercation became 80 violent, that we 


were apprehensive. it would not terminate in words. 


At length Williams's choler . was excited to that 


point, when indulgence. gives. way to pro: eminenoe 


of right, and loudly asserting his claim to submission, 


the good lady retired in dudgeon ; and while we 

profited by the victory be had acquired, we could: 1 

reſuse to admire the spirit that had obtained i n 41 
X 9 2 


— 
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| Continual emigrations of Irish were daily arriving 
from their unhappy country, and dispersing over the 
secluded parts of the kingdom. And in some cases 
from want of principle, but ih more, perhaps, from 
the distress that must necessarily attend such sudden 
departures, the debis they contracted at the inm 
were not always liquidated. But a few cases of this 
sort are not sufficient to account for the violent op- 
position, (not to say persecution,) experienced by 
these unfortunate people at the hands of the 'Welch, 
In the earliest ages, when Wales and Ireland were 
peopled from the same Celtic stock ,* family feuds had 
probably laid a ſpundation ſor a spirit of hatred. 
ed with Wende ſucy by * 


yl divided the learned world, respecting * 
descent of the jnhabitanta of Cambria, or who were the immediate 
ancestors of the original Welch. Leland, Sir John Price, "and 
others, in conformity to the printed and M. S. histories, derive their 
origin from a colony of Trojans, undet their leader The 
writers of the Camdenian School oppoxe this suggestion zo: wiribu, 
and have produced | voluminous arguments to, prove, that they 
could have been no other, than a wurm from the crowded hives of 
neighbouring Gaul. Sir John, in his Def, admits that Brutus 
and his Trojans remained some time in Gaul ; but probably from 


not being very cordially-received hy the natives, made a further 


emigration to the western coasts, of this kingdom. The learned 
Knight, with a gpirit of humour well becoming the discustion of 
tuch an uncertain and unimportant vubject, observes, . It is no 
"great honout to have been .de:cended-from'a vanquizhed people, 
who had deserted their country,” and were now commencing 
_yagrants as the Trojans were ; yet facts should prevail, and the 
historian should lean daher truth oceans to reside. As it is one of 
chose subjects, wheze conjecture is argument, and assertion proof, 
ir till remains t5 the dn Wer an undecided question. 8 


spirit and habits of loyalty among the Welch must 


1 
* 


roun THROUGH, NORTH WALES. 688 


barbarous and bloody excursions made by the former 

in the country of. the latter; and, becoming in · 
veterate | by. time, and strengthened by prejudice, 
seems now to defy all powers of conciliation. What- 
ever conjecture may he hazarded as to its origin, the 


fact is too notorious, that a powerful and rancorous 
enmity possesses the bosoms of the Welch agaihst the 


Irish ; and is carried so far, even among the mid- | 


dling and better informed classes, as to induce them 
to refuse the duties of hefpitality, and to deny 
civilities' and accommodations in this country, which 
may be purchased in every other. Among the 
lower classes it rises from rudeness to insult. The 


necessatily clash with the ungovernable turbulence 
too apparent in the other ;. and the relation of the 
rebellious spirit lately manifested, and now broken 
out into actual outrage, against their legal Sovereign, 
fanned the national hatred into a raging flame: 
the least encouragement from their superiors, 
would have brought thousands from the moun- 


tains, with intentions of en and r eh 


destruction. 

Dolgellen, is 80 called from pals zituate in 8 vile | 
once abounding with wood ; Dl being of the same 
import with Dale in Englisb, and Gellen: or Kellen, 
a place where much hazle grows. Its antiquity has 
not been noticed. Camden _ Roman coins of 

5 PE Ha e eee faled: 


Pectora, et arrectes A haud mollibos Ire. 
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Trajan and Hadrian were found in his time, near a 
well called Fynnon-vawr. And a Parliament 'was 
assembled here by Owen Glyndwr, A. D. 1404; und 

though his affairs were in a prosperous state, baving 
formed an alliance with Charles, King of France, 
| yet to an impartial observer, Owen must have ap- 
| peared too premature in his declarations, having 
assumed the style and claims of Royalty before he 
Pad im rome frag er 
them.?“ 


This principal town ef Merioneth, cis 


Summer Assizes are held, stands in a fertile vale year 
the river Onion; and though it is in a flourishing 
state, yet its appearance affords nostriking'evidence of 
the wealth of its inhabitants. The bouses are chiefly 
quartz, or lime-8tone, without mortar, smaller pieces 


of the same being forced into the interstices ; few 


higher than two stories, with pent- houses in front 
upon poles, and the streets so narrow as not to admit 
two carriages passing each other. The Market - house 
is a low square building, and the Town-hall i is _— 
distinguishable from the other houses. 


Being here on a Sunday, gave us an ooze 


of sceing most of the inhabitants: the poor were 
dressed in their holiday clothes, and made à re- 


spoctable appearance. A large green meadow, (where, 
and abundantly in other places, grows ATHAWANTA 
'MBUM,) between the town and the river, forms a 


* «« Owinus, Dei gratia, princeps Walliz,” &c. is the style in which 


he sent his Ambassadors to Charles; ending, datum apud Doleguelli, 


10 die mensis Mali, u, coc. quarto, et principatits nostri quarto.“ 
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t and hundreds, aſter the evening service, were, 
here enjoying the reanimatiog' sun end reſresbing 
breeze. We joined the perambulatiug party, and 
were pleased to see what an air of content and chear- 
fulness pervaded every conntenance. Inquiring the 
price of labour, and the general mode of living, we 
had to regret, that magnificent dwellings seldom ad- 
minister to the real comfort of their owners ; and 
that acquigitions of wealth, and elevation of rink, 
are but rarely hv Fake WARE lead to I. 
of Content, - 1 
The Church | Aa 0 edifice of Wee 
consisting of a handsome tower, and a large nave. 
he seats are forms, and the floor is paved with lime- 
tone flags, a circumstance extraordinary for Wales. 
The desire of perpetuating the remembrance of 
departed friends is expressed in a whimsical way; 
the coffin plates, exhibiting the name, age,  &c. of 
the deceased,are placed as Memento mori's against the 
walls, and other eonspicuous parts of the church. 
The service is performed in Welch, three times 
every Sunday, We were sorry to observe, that the 
custom, which so much interested our feelings on 
entering Wales, did not prevail here; but the ancient 
custom (Vid. Cicero de leg.) among the Heathens, 
of placing flat stones over the deceased. Lime- 
stone slabs mark the graves of the wealthier people 
in the church- yard of Dolgellen ; and it was im- 
possible not to remark how pitiful and mean it ap- 
peared, in e with the refined one before | 
described. e . 
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I be town is improving in building ie 

ſrom the increasing trade in coarse cloth, it promises 
to become no inconsiderable place. That kind. of 
woollen cloth called Gweu, or Webs, strong or high 
country cloth, occupies. the inhabitants of the town 
and nejghbourhood. Every little farmer makes webs 
and-gcarcely. a cottage is found without a loom. [All 
Kinds of wool, are indiscriminately used ;. fleene, 
refuse from staplers, and even the skin yards. Some | 
of the growers manufacture, their.own, wool, and the 

produce from this is the best cloth. The webs run 
ſrom six to seven quarters wide, and are two hundred 
yards long, divided into two. pieces. In its rough 
state it may be purchased of the manufacturer. from. 
a shilling to three sbillings per yard. The quality 
has varied, since the staple of wool has been better 


understood, and it has risen full 20 per cent within the 


last seven years The webs used to be carried to 
Liverpool or Shrewsbury to market; but the RN 
pool dealers have now persons in pay on the spot, d 
purchase of the makers; and to assist the poorer 
manufacturers with money to carry on their trade 
as the Blackwell-hall factors do many of the smaller 
clothiers in the West of England. Here, as in that 
country, much is made by commission. Since this,” 
the drapers of Shrewsbury are obliged to go up be 
country, and purchase the articles in small quanti- 
ties at the farms and cottages. Aſter undergoing 
the operation of scouring, bleaching, and milling, it 
is packed in large bales, and sent to. Liverpool and 
London; = thence exported to Germany, Russia, 


ay 
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on; and the West Indies.“ An attempt was made, 2 
ies bew years since, to make Barmonth a general depot 

er bor the woollen goods of North Wales, intended ſor 

igh exportation, but it proved abortive z nor can it be 

Wn expected such an enterprize Should prove successful, 

bs; till the trade has more opulent manuſacturers, and the 

All port of Barmouth more wealthy. and spirited mer-, 

06, chants. | I, is impossible to ascetrain what quantity of | 
me | I cloth is got up, where almost every weaver is a master, | 
the MW and where no regular entries are kept. Mr. Pennant, 
run observes, that the amount of webs brought to Fs 
red Shrewsbury annually, is 700, 000 yards; but this, E 

igh no means amounts * the sum ner made in n 

om Wales. 0 oa fit 8 

lity We took an W 5 8 = ing 

ter MW cspects to the pride and boast of this mountain- 


the ous country, and the principal object of our visit 

to to Dolgellen, Capzx 1pnis The base consists 

er- of a long extent of dreary dope, -formed by the 

to secondary mountains of slate, over which the 

rer Wl lofty Cader, the principal elevation of the chain, 

ez es pre- eminent. The | ascent is immediately 

ler * Formerly it ured 80 be chiefly sold from the loom; but the . 

at Wl eople now, embarked in the bosigess, are sensible of the great 12 

is, 4 advantage of expozing the article for sale, in a finished, rather than | 
4 an unfinished state, The stteams begin to resound with the fulling.. 

mills, and blexching-racks are sten to extend along the zides of the 

War hills. A ſew webs, ſor home chnsumption, are dyed” blue, drab, 

ug brown, &6. j these ate ent at /prevent to Shrewobury to be dyed. 

it They are getting into the fnishing the articles, by rowing, double 

ad - WW billing, napping;-&c: and will. most probably, in 1 hort time, 

ap, add the improvement of bees and S D . 

* by the introduetion of machinery, ed Ae . 
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over the town to the Seuthward, ad a on 
this side as to deceive the eye, with regard to the 
conjectural height of the mountain. Its breadth ig 
by no means proportionable to its length, the base 
seldom exceeding eight miles, and being in some places 
not more than one. The higher parts are composed 
chiefly of granite, porphyry, and hard whin, intermixed 
with quartz, schorl, and feld-spar. No minerals of 
any kind have as yet been discovered in these parti 
On the Southern side it rises from the sea shore neut 
Towyn, where an AÆstuary is formed by the river 
Disanwy. The ascent Northwards, is regular for about 
three miles, then taking an East, or North- easterly dl 
reetion for ten miles, it throws out a branch or protu- 
berance towards the summit, - projecting for "three 
miles Bouth-west.“ The ascent, from the road 
Towyn, is perhaps the mogt eligible, though very 
steep. On the right is Llyn y Gader, where * 
common horse path forms a communication between 
this and the villages on the opposite side. Though 
loaded horses pass this track, yet a person accustomed 
to a flat country will feel his nerves shake, lest his 
feet should slip, and he should fall precipitstely down 
over the rugged fragments of rock; — lie on the 
sides of the mountain. 

In the Lake of Llyn J Gader and 41 
PORTMANNA, NARTHECIUM OSSIFRAGUM, the elegant 
Nr LVTEA, and aromatic NrYMPn es a0, 


* The height of che hight enmads is a850-ther above the dil 
of Dolgellen Green. ene ene 
30 fret may be a e jꝭ,ũ e 0 
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expanding their beautiful green leaves and patulous 
blossoms upon the surftce of the water; the former | 
yellow, the latter white. These, with other 
aquatie plants, have the wonderful iuinci, (shall F 
call it?) of rising to the surface of the water 
near the time of flowering, They expand their 
plossoms about seven o'clock"in the morning, and 
closing again, repose upon the gurface about four 
in the evening. This speeious aquatic confirms tho 
ingenious theory of the respiration of plants. The 
upper side of the leaf is the immediate organ of 
breathing, by which it emits azotio gas, and imbibes 
oxygen ; and in which the sap, or blood of the plant, 
under a thin porous pelliele, is exposed to the action 
of the atmosphere.? V. M Bonet L'Urage des 
Fruilles, Hence like insects, if the spiracula of the 
leaves are stopped by covering the upper surftice with 
oil, death ensues; and hence, even to aquatio plants, 
xubmersion in their native element ne e daf 
fatal. 


On gaining the frat ascent, much coarse ba Wo 


peat bogs are discoyerable. The hollow of C.] n y 
Cay presents itself, out of which rises the most per- 


pendicular tock of Craig y Cay, overshadowing 
Llyn y 2 a lake whose waters are eames tome: 


* 


© The Ry ha half Wr _— rainy eeag0ns, forming 
a congavity, that, like the little nautilus, rides upon the wave, to 
avoid the injury that the agitation of the waters might otherwize 
do 2 e ae hence _ are "ay Git 
cag | | 
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and of great depth, which reſutes the idea of this 
having been a volcanic erater. They are said, by 
Mr. Aikin, to have stood the chymical test of pure 
water, and as he ingeniously observes, the lava and 
other volcanic productions Supposed to have been seen 
here by some authors, might be no more than the 


quartz, whence ſeld spar having been decompoeed;. 


had been left in a porous state.“ Here also grows the 
 NARTHECIUM OSSIFRAGUM, and on the surrounding 
rocks, Ruuxx Di6YNus, RHoDIOLA /- ROSEA, Tus 
' LICTRUM, MINUS, Tu. ALPINUM, LYCOPODIUM SBLA- 

GONOIDES, and L. CLAVATUN,' . 

The waters of the lake cover an extent of fy 
acres, abounding with trout and other fishj and a loud 
and distinct echo twice repeats the whispers of the 
| gpeaker.' Amidst the clefts and fissures of the rocks 
; foxes find a 8afe retreat, and the ſavourite animal of 
the country, in its proper state of nature, leaps froth 
craig to craig, browsing the mountain 8brub, or 
: a grass, in wild security. 4 

} The road from this shelf is still more perpendiqnlird 
the loose columnar stones, lying about in all direc- 
tions, assume in many places so regular an e 
that they might be taken for druidical remains; som 
of them stand erect, like Maen hirion, and one ig 
_ dignified with the title of L Idris. Nearer the 
summit numerous masses of irregular figures present 


The mineralogist will here seck in rain for i. the rugged dis- 
coloured rocks, cemented by a semi-vitrified matter, which gives 
them a voſcanic appearance, and quantities of pumice similar to the 
toad-stone of Derbyshise.“ Vid. Pennant, ——— e 
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themselves, and the disordered state of the | 8trata 
becomes more obvious. This mountain is Cader 
Iris, properly so called. Having gained this ascent, 
a small plain forms the base to the two eminences, or 
rocky heads, of nearly equal height, which constitute 
the bifurcated summit of Idris; called Tyrran Mawr 
and Pen y Gader. The view from the latter is won- 
derfully grand; the mountains we had looked up to 
with astonighment, now sunk into inconsiderable 
hills, while the lesser elevations appeared to vanish in 
the extensive plains. Lakes, rivers,” towns, villages, 
castles, steeples, woods, and downs, intermixed/with 
the numerous inclosures,' and sheep, cattle; and men, 
in diminisbed perspective, ſormed a pleasing and! 
varied map. Over these the eye ranged to the 
Wrekin, rising solitary on the plain of Salop, akirted 
by the winding Severn, the lake of Bala, with the 
Cader's rival, Arran Ben Liyn, the Ferwyn, and the 
Breddin Chains. To the South, the Bay af Swansea, 
and the Channel peep through the openings of the 
mountains of Brecon. The Vale of Towyn, the fine 
curve of the Bay of Cardigan, with the immense 
expanse of the ocean dashing its foaming waves over 
the breakers, and against the rocky sbores of Me- 
rioneth, add tothe beauty of the scene; which: is 
closed, at à vast distance, by the heights of Snowdon, 
and, dimly in the western _— pars * a 
cloud, the coast of Ireland. ne 

The World, in elevations 1 anda seems . 
neath the traveller; and it is impossible not to 


* Mr. Hughes days, chat Arran Ben Llyn is only thirty * 
lower than the summit of * 


; . 
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ſeel, | in such impressive scenes of grandeur. 2 
principle of religion. The immensity of the ocean 
corresponding wich the majestic height of tbe 
mountain, contrasted with the habitations and other 
laborious works of man, so diminutive in - the 
scale, could not fail to excite ideas of wonder and 
delight. The sublime has -a moral tendency, it 
elevates the soul by depressing it; it lifts it above 
every mean and groveling consideration. Here the 
mind is arrested with awe ! —Al] points to Him, 

e who fixed the mountains on their base, established 
the earth on its immoveable pillars, and holds the 
immeasurable ocean in the bollow of his hand! 
Evident marks of Altnighty power obtrude them- 
_ 8elves on our observation, at every step, not only in 
the formation, but in the apparent changes that have 
taken place amid these stupendous scenes. What, s 
vulgarly called great, appears little, and what we 
were accustomed. to pronounce important, compart- 
tively trifling. We might have been tempted to have 
indulged a degree of pride, at finding ourselves 60 
zuperior, and the world so far beneath us, had ugt 
the rising thought been checked by the insignificant 
figure those ediſices made, which we bad been used 
to consider as the wonderful efforts of human art and 
human power. We blushed at our little imaginary 
_ self- exaltations, and wondered how we could ever 
consider ourselves as Beings of so much consequence. 
Surrounded by objects of such superior magnitude, 
the recollection removed us to our proper place in 
the scale of Being, and feeling a portion of selſ- 
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abasement, which. may be useful in les: elevated 
scenes, we prepared to descend the mountains. 

The plants towards the top of -Cader, are Ama 
cEsPITOS&," FEITVCA QVINA, and the variety, called 
by Aikin F. vivirana, be having probably only seen 
it in its vivipareus state : and F. Duntuscura, Poa 
ALPINA, &. These plants have the wonderful pro- 
perty of a two-fold mode of inereasing their species. 
When they grow in the plain or vale, where they 
experience the influence of th genial breeze and 
prolific sun to ripen their seeds, when? committed to 
the earth to unſold the secret powers of the embryo, 
they inerease in the usual manner; but in these 
alpine tracts, here the cold, even in the Summer 
months, is frequently severe, they ehange their mode, 
and become viviparous. The infant germ, developing 
itself, 8hoots into blade it the cap: and then falling, 
readily: takes root, and becomes the parent of a nu» 
merous offspring. In other parts grow the Sax AAA 
HYPNQJDES, 8. STELLARITS, | SPHAGNUM | ALPINUM, 
Ruop ron ROBRA, and »VACCINIUNE | VITIS' 181 
abundant; GNAPHALITUM DIVICUM, Prüais CRISPA, 
PixG@UICULA  VULGARTS,  SxDux TELBPHIUM, 8. 
rueESTRE;: L:yCOPoDIUM SELAGO, CAMPAORULA no- 
TUNDIFOLIA, C. van. g, JUNGBRMANNIA (ALPINA, J. 
JULACEA, Maron JUNGERMANNTA, LICKEN PASCHA- 
118, L. nals, with a variety of other species; 
and the AxBuTVs ALPINA. This plant has often been 
confounded with A. uva uns a; arising from their'trail- 
ing branches; but, not to mention the 8trikivg4if- 
ference of the berries, (those of the former being 
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black, and tho latter red;) there is ati 4nfaliblwapl 
cific distinction. The leaves of A. A ue 
wrinkled on the upper side, and reticulatect onthe 
dhe under, with their edges serrated ; while tie f 
the Uva uns A are entire. It differs from the Mee. 
NIUM-VITIS IDA, by its trailing” branches, adi 
leaves not dotted underneath, | v1 2 .. 
Taking a North- easterly direction in our descent 
we passed by the side of a small lake, WhO” crystal 
waters discharged themselves down the sides of the 
mountain into the beautiful lake of 'LlyniMynydd, 
in the vale of Taly Llyn. This is very narrow econ! 
sisting of 'meadows and verdant slopes, covereil with 
numerous flocks, with here and there u solitary 
shepherd lying by the side of a turf- built hut, 8 
tended by his faithful dog; while in places the lake 
70 far fills the valley, as only to leave a marrow path 
on one side; and the huge dark crags; near 1000 
feet in height, tremendously orerbanging the water, 
form a grand and majestic contrast. The termins- 
non of this little scene is highly pieturesque rr 
lake gradually contracting, in the shape of--a'riven 
rushes through a good stone arch into a narrow” bel 
below, having the church-on one side, and cottages 
mixed with trees on the o tber. 
Here we entered the Dolgellen road, but natute 
changed her face, and the felief which vegetation 
affords the eye was denied us. The mountains, 
uniting at their bases, support projecting rocks and 
impending erags, with large dark coloured columnar 
fragments, which have been digjointed from the struta/ 
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this scene, hy passing near the side of Llyn y Tre- 
graienyn, or the Lake of the Three Grains: so called, 
says the voice of the vulgar, ſrom the Giant Idris feel» 
ing some gravel hurt bis foot and throwing it out into 
the lake, which became the three rocks now visible on 


the lake. These, and a; thousand such stories you 


may hear, and be who. likes may fill his, budget. 
Tbey are three vast rocky fragments, separated by 
some convulsion of nature from the adjacent moun- 
tains. This lake is esteemed eee, ate 
depth has been found, ac'sixty ſathoms. | 
These lakes, and geveral others, a | 
waters from the Cader,-aboynd with trout, gwynisd, 
and other fish, peculiar to alpine lakes, which induce 
the amphibious otter to frequent them, who. here 
bis | and predatory perambulations. 
.of mountains are peculiarly fitted for 
the waters for bis pastime and repast. 
This animal, which is seldom found in England, 
bas soſt broum hair, is about two feet in length, from 
the tip of the nose to the insertion of the tail ; its 
head broad, nose blunt, and mouth flat, ke a fish; 
neck chick and short, tail broad st ihe insertion, and 
tapers off to a point; the eyes are remarkably small. 
and placed near the nose: the legs very. short and 
strong, the articulations of the joints are s0 formed, 
that the animal can turn them quite back, and use 
them as temporary fins. Each ſoot is furnished with - 
fire toes, connected by a web or cartilaginous mem- 
brane, like the feet of aquatic fowl. He takes his 
A Wa ES Led 


general residence on the bab ks of the lake, hoo] 
by the waves; and here the female brings ſorth her 
young. The otter is not ſond of rivers and raaning 
streums, but if driven by hunger, it swims againet 
the stream in pursuit of prey. If this wethod f 
meeting the fish prove utisuosessſul, endued with 
eaphcious dungs to take in a large portion of ait 
at a time,” he dives to the bottom, and as fish caring 
566 beneath; from the peculiar conformation of then 
eyes, be attacks them on the defenceless side,  dragy 
them to sbore by the belly; and then leaves them for 
| hours together t6'cotntiniie the pursuit. In lakes and 
ponds be varies his mode of attack. He generally 
drives them into some smull creek ot chaew, whert 
they are intaflibly taken. In this mantier the otter 
dung the Swiimet' months,” obtains u supply more 
than adequate ta bis conLumptiom, frequently with 
unpardonable eruelty zafſeting death for amusement, 
and leaving the dead fich upon the strand, rather tn 
trophies of his 'yittory than necessity. Hie is 60 
voracious as to kill more than he can eat, and, by 
this spirit of covetousness, he becomes so 'destructive 
to small fish ponds, a8 to destroy the whole in the 
space of a few nights. His wantonness, however, 
draws after it his own punishment: in winter be f 
obliged frequently to live upon . weeds und gruss, ot 
| the bark of trees; and, growing desperute from 
famine, he has the temerity to attack sheep, which 
8 _ _ the e, g pate} man.“ His 
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ground : he begide by making an optning at Some 
distance from the banks frequently ina pd n 
covert place. Hie then wurze his way, by a cire⁰,]s 


another, 10 chm ue ate with iHNewindings of this] 
at the Side oft the bank! benenth / vbe water: (Byori8 
one, on the land side he obtains-admicton for 


— +274 752 


m for eee by bis 'aquatte = 
Sad passage „ ret bog ith nemitd of hate 
erally It is difficult to take che dd ones ulive; ih they : 


cannot avoid the pursuers by diving} they'!'retrewt 


where 


otter, 

more ex pectedly ent» off they grow indtartly despemte, 
* attack the dog wich the most svagge Herce nend, And 
ment, when onde they bite, nober quit their bold, so that 
ber w ſew dogs eure to ſuoe them. The young) ones are 


ing about the edge af the lake, but if the dam be 
present the task len becomes arduous. The old one 


and escape among the rushes or weeds, that commonly 
fringe the margin. At this early period they sim with 


ot, the dogs: discover by their barking" that "the 
Potter is there, whieh-instantly dives as ids * 
1 2 | 


route, to the lake or wer this done, he makes 


supply of ſtesb air; and hy the other he cludes hes 


to their holes and cp but if their rothen be cunl⸗- 


teaches them immediately to phinge into the water, 


— as thit of ukink ble 
prey. This ingenious ,freecmdaen | borrows) under = 


71 


uken with/ledy difficulty; They are geuewelly pig: 


great velocity, and every part but the tip of the nose 
being 8ubmerged, they easily escape. Dogs are trained | 
for this purpose, and this species of hunting furnisbes 
great amusement. Wben the hunters come to the 
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the female is absent, the. young ones refuse to sti 
without parental protection, and fall an ensy prey. 
Thus taken, they are fed upon fish and water 3 88 
they gain strength, this ſood is changed ſor bread, 
milk, &c. Then taugbt to fetch and carry 
like dogs, by training first with artificial, and 
then with dead fish, they become valuable animals, 
ſor auch is their docility, they will even fish for their 
masters, as well as themselves, and obtain their own 
maintenance, and a supply for the family. This is 
ate instance of a very savage animal being domes- 
ticated by human art, and furnishes a probability, 
that the terror of the thicket and the desart are not 
irreclaimable from their ferocious state; but instead 
of being the dread of man, might be made We. 
orchnate to his will, and subservient to his ute. 

h Wben we reflect, that out of /#wenty- ta 
animals, not more than a hundred can at present be 
considered as his auxiliaries, what a majority remains 
to be subdued; and what a small portion of 
the divine grant he has yet possessed himself of. 
Wbile his ambition is insatiably striving to lord it 
over his fellow- creatures, and to make his conpeers in 
being the slaves of his pleasure, or his avarice, the ex- 
tensive territories of the animal kingdom remain un- 
subjugated; he permits the strengih of the stoutest 
animals, which in a domesticated state would essen- 
tially contribute to his resources, to be, as ſar as re- 
spects him, dissipated without advantage; and the 
animals themselves to range in absolute indepen- 
dency, inocking at his title of Crealion's Lord. 
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Wishing that the genius of war might for ever sub- 
mit to the genius of peace, and mankind apply the 
powers of reason to sciences, to art, to œcoomy, 
and humanity; v descended through Bwlch Coch, 
at the foot of which grows the Por vTAIC HUN ALrI- 
NUM, ad - URNIGERUM, and on loose stones the 
LicHEN CENTRIFUGUS, lee a rough and rubbly 
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road again to Dolgellen. Lac KM 1 


WOUND, 1% 1 ain 
1 " „ . 


is 
„r. a F * * 7 6 
4 # 14 | 74 4 * if 1. 3 2 4 2 #3 2 46 778. * d 4 
4 {1 ys a : | . ; *1\ ' 294 
11110 0 1 14 44. ln p 1 2 * - 4 * 
%J 
A . a N YM of A2 
k * . # £ Y * 4 
19 4 \ 6 14 } . ? 
„ pl 10 tl; j * g 3 *» & I 180 £ 
_ ' 4 | J 
A i 1104 99 4. d + þ 
i 
\ E * - 
{B12 7 1 3 s 7 14 
1 * 
* , 4 . 
a 2910 | * 3 Lz: # * 
» 1 
1 
A. 
. = . " 
G | io 4 . 1 * * / £ 
z * 
19 z $ 
4 11111 << ; n vi 
. * 
1 4 * * 
10 10 15 j . { "37 3 
1 
. 
4 ! ' 4 11 . i 
| I , * 
+ 7 11 2 
2 4. 4d 4 a J. 4 * 
* Z _ 
/ 9 . , 
1 4 * 
1 
PF 
* [A : © $ 4 
* } oo x 
" "Try s$ #% N ' . : l of . * * 1 ” | 5 . , 
Z 1 
' j 
# as tit 'Y * 1 
- 
flis . — L a 7 
» 
«a 15 1 * * 
SS. 
N F 5 , 1 
\ 4 
Pl La 
171 a Y, 
* 
7 : * 4 7 
* 
. * P — * 
: * , 4 Y % «a 
* 
. 


102 Traun THROUGH NORTH: Wanne 4 


O18 19971 416} 14 zimt 1991 10. Alt; 122 3065 turd! NH 
j * 
991 wigan Fit tigent hen „9. % I evignyg 201. 04 we 


Wi (1 330. 071 4320; 10 AVC 0 "x „ 
F: | WI /H - LA 1152 FE. i/ MraImiLi þ (1s 
A MINDI4T AO off gary id 10.200] 1 is 
ud 291114 gancd ty wi Mauna Ble. >; 
dun bur d a nh 3117 00008 


Fan rand or Bard ht li 
some stone bridge of several arches, thrown acrogs 
the Onion; which here flows many hundred feet 
wide. On the right, about a mile from the town, 
on the bank of the river, are the ruins of Cymmer 
Abbey. Part of the church is still standing, exbi> 
biting at the East end three lofty sharp-pointed 
arches ; and over them three smaller ones mantled 
with ivy. The abbot's lodge and part of the abbey 
serve for a farm house. This was a Monastery of the 
Cistertian order, founded by Meredydd and 'Gryf- 
fydd, the sons of Conan ap Owen Gwynedd, A. N. 
1198. In Llewelyn's charter the benefactions of the 
founder and the boundaries of the abbey lands are 
_ enumerated, and his own recorded, A, U. 1209: 
evidently proving, that it was founded. prior to that 
period. The revenues at the Dissolution amounted 
to £.58 155. 4d. Vid. Speed.“ Two miles from Dol- 


* Nugdale and Tanner confound this with the abbey of Cum 
in Radnorshire, on the borders of Montgomery. To that must be 
referred what Mr. Warner zays of this abbey, with respect to the 
fine its abbot paid to the English, to save it from conflagtation ; 
as well as the treachery of one of its monks, that led to the dizaster. 
Vid. Math. Par. p. 311, Powel, 252. The foundations of a castle 
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gellen io Nanneau Park, the ancient seat of the 
family of that name, now of tbe Vaughans. The 
road is by a steep ascent, and the house stands on 
very high ground: it was but an, old indifferent 
building. The present possesor, Sir Robert, has 
erected à new and handsome mansion, which ap- 
pears to great advantage from the elevated acite, and 
the rich — mr clothe the agen v 8 the 

þ.* (61 ft alt 
＋ the * ſw the walk: is ee of n 
Britisb post: it is a high insolated rock, encircled 
with a wall of stones, the common fortification of 
our rude ancestors,'' called Moe Orthrwm, or the 
Hill of Oppression. This park is celebrated for the 
ancient deer of the country, rr Te u 70 
of exquisite flavour. 

The traveller here cannot resist the ;nvitation 0 
look at nature in her fantastic wildness, as ex hi- 
bited in the celebrated falls of the Cayne and the 
Mawddach. The weather for several days had been 


prodigiously ue and consequentiy Nr 


are shewn near the abbey, bullt by Yerryd ap Kari * Wau | 


and demolished 800n after A. D. 1116, by Eucan ap N 
Meredydd ap Bleydden, Vi. Powel, p. 1 50. 


* But Mr. Pennant when be observed. . That this was the 
highest situation of any gentleman's house in Britain,” Vol. II. 5. 
97 ; did not recolleet that many parts of the kingdom, which form 
a much less angle with the plane of the horizon, are higher from 
the level of the sea, than those that form a greater. | The land 
gradually riges as we proceed from the ocean; and it is probable 
from this consideration, that the table land called Ridgeway in Wars 


"wickhire, is the highest part of this kingdom, - 


\ 
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ſor vecing them to the highest advantage. Whos 
ever visits these scenes in the drought, that fre 
quently accompanies the most pleasing time for tra» 
velling, will be totally disappointed for several of 
these falls will have vanished ; and the person, by 
whose description the traveller has been allured to 
the spot, lie under the imputation of eng 
tion or of high colouring, 

Proceeding northwards up the wal of the Maw, 
at Doly Melynllin, six miles from Dolgellen, is a 
house inhabited by Counsellor Maddox; here, turn- 
ing to the left up a steep acclivity, the eye meets 
the furious course of the Garfa, a wide mountain 
torrent dashing its waters from rock to rock 
through a thicket of various kinds of underwood, 
meeting with short interruptions till it arrives at 8 
Tofty precipice; down this it rushes in separate chan- 
nels fifty feet into the pool beneath, sbaded by lofty 
trees, that give the waters a dark appearance, and 
the cataract its name, Rhaiadr ddu : bere, struggliug 
and foaming against the fragments of stone it has 
brought in its violent passage, in wild uproar, it is 
soon lost to the spectator in the thick woods below. 
A noble pendant birch of uncammon sige overhangs 
the centre of the fall, and forms a high finish to this 
romantic scene. 

A bridge is thrown across the river called Pont ar 
garſa, which eonducts you to another cascade, 
formed by the junction of the Maw and Eden, A 
loſty angular wooded hill, corresponding with "the 
glens through which these waters fall, forms the fork 
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of the rivers and is not unlike many of those gcenes 
described by travellers in the wilds of America. But 
theze were only introductions to other scenes of 
grandeur, with which nuture has every where * 
riched this richly varied country. 

Crossing a loſty slate mountain with numerous 
oaks on the right and leſt, called Tylyn Gwladws, 
with its opposite, Cwm esam, we descended into 
the deepened vale, through which the Mawddach 
flows. The mountains on both sides, dark with the 
umbrageous shade of beech and oak, which almost 
completely cover their deelivities, except the brown 
crags sometimes making an appearance through the 
yerdant clothing, ſormed a fine contrast with the 
naked country before us. | 

A difficult path, through - wooded 5 soon 
brought us to the river. Though precluded from the 
zight of the cataract, by the sylvan shades of this 
fairy region, our ears were assailed by the noise of 
these troubled waters. The latent falls of the Cayne 
and the Mawddach were now distinctly heard, in an- 
gry roar, tumbling from ledge to ledge ; while the 
sounds reverberated from the mountains' sides, like 
distant thunder, directed our steps to the Pistil y 
Cayne, (or the spout of the river Cayne.) This is no less 
than the whole river, in one uniform sheet, daghing 
down a perpendicular dcclivity of near two hundred 
feet, in full stream, into the deep rocky bason, or 
excavation formed by the violence of the water. 
But this magnificent object appears to the greatest 
advantage from. below, by growing. a truly alpine 
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bridge, formed of the trunk of an immense oak, 
laid from rock to rock over a narrom dark chaam 
through which the 4 torrent en from the Pool into 
the glen beneatb. Moo ie e 

From this situation an view is immensely grand. 
The prodigious height of the cataraci to its firs: fall; 
the chasm over which the bridge is placed; its 80 
cond descent through the rocky fissures; its mural 
front and sides, with trees here and there relieving 
the brown rock; the thick wooded glen, sbaded-by 
ancient oak and beech, with a profusion of under» 
wood, through which the waters force their cours, 
hoarse murmuring from rock to rock, till they min 
gle with Mawddach @ few hundred yards below; 


combine to form a species of the picturesque, that 


muy be equalled, but cannot be surpassed. Three 
hundred. yards distant from this, is the fall of | the 
Mawddach ; which, though in the same enchanting 
style of romantic beauty, yet retains a peculiar oha · 
raoter distinct from every other cataract we had seen. 
This is a remark that may be extended to the greater 
part of the scenery of Wales; which by new com, 
dinations of objects, and exhaustless variety of co» 
touring, furnishes perpetual sourees of novelty and 
entertainment to the Devotee of Nature. 
This fall is more exposed to the day; A viats 
opens/ through woods to a bare mountain, enclosed 
dy others, rising with salient angles for eight hun- 
dred feet high ; over which, by three falls of about 
thirty feet descent esch, with full stream the river 
rolls into a deep n . whence again issuing 
6 


comes considerable, and at high tide oecupies the 
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it reatsumeb its violence, and rages over a congeries 
of craggy rocks, till joined by ihe impetuous Cay ne; 
and is only heard in the distant woods Though 
this was so materially different from the former, we 
were not less gratiſed: the Pystil is romantic, but 
that of the Mawddach is magnificently grand. 
ay” Pennant observes, what we should wish to 
That in the nakedness of winter, there is an 
** whence these two cataracts might be seen 
at once, exhibiting through the trees a 1 1 of 
scenery 48 uncommon as it is grand. 
Retiring , from these lovely scenes, we regained 
the road at Llan Elltyd turnpike. At this place the 
tide flows 10 a considerable height ; and a number 
of small craft, with a few large vessel, uro built. 
A brig of about two hundred tons was now upon 
the stocks, ; and; others of inſerior 8iz04 but vessels 
of any considerable tonnage are obliged to be 
launched abaut the equinoxes, to take the advantage 
of the. high'-vernal: and autumnal tides, for floating = 
over the bur of Burma. 
From Llan Elltyd to Barmoyth'is ten miles of the 
best and tnost benutiſul road in the kingdom. The 
wad winde round the hilt 'dpposite to Dolgellen; 
and is formed! with grent labour, on a shelf of the 
rock, through the hanging woods, crossing a hand- 
dome stine bridge ober the Mawddach, qust where 
it joins theo. The expanse of water now be- 


whole of the dolk ; putting on tie appearance of a 
large lake, emelbped wih mountains. ''The water 
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of the Estuary contract with the undulations d many t 
Its rocky banks, which in some places are covered d up 


with rush wood to the water's edge; and in 'othen 
foam in zullen | grandeur against impending cliff, 
A sprinkling of cultivation, and plantations of tree 


had we 
been in 


To « 
as a Security from the spray of the ocean, mark the permit 
hand of industry. The openings of the surrounding I out bit 
woods display the opposite mountains, bowing with {MW o the 
modest submission to the beights of Cader ; which, WM kao. 
with its bifid summit, now assumed the appearance and hi 
of a volcano. The rolling elouds smoaked over the and co 
mountain, and the sudden þursts of light, occasioned Wl gen 
by the contending sun, had a grand and aweful effect. Wl tensat 

The road follows the inequalities of the shore, till envy, 


it occupies a narrow shelf of the perpendicular rock 
of Barmouth. Here we obtained a fine view of the 
waters of the river, discharging Aer into the Ml . Bn 
beautiful bay of Cardigan, 9 I | 

The delight we felt during this vlondidy ride, was 
nearly terminating in a disastrous conclusjon. The n 
road near Barmouth is on the shelf of the rocky Il * ; 
mountain, on which part of the town is built 3 which, 
from the constant washings of the tide, had of laut 
experienced considerable inroads, A spirit of ne- * 
cCessary improvement induced the commissionert to þ 
devise means to widen it. The most eligible lt * 
was deemed, blowing up the rock. This 'was o_ 
now executing by means of gunpowder: and c 
the men were busily employed in the work. oa 
We had scarcely passed the spot beſore our horses n 
started at an explosion unexpected by the workmen M 
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themselves 3 and a portion of the rock gave way of 
many thousand tons weight, which completely block - 
ed up the road: fortunately no lives were lost; but 
had we been a ſew seconds later, we most have 
been inevitably crushed to atoms. 15 

To express gratitude for deliverance to Him, 8" 
permitteth not a sparrow to fall to the ground with- 
out bis paternal notice, may seem like enthusiasm 
to the eye of impiety :; but to us, who consider the 
acknowledgment of our dependance upon the Deity, 
and his superintending Providence over our beings 
and concerns, as a reasonable service, this event has 
often on recollection been a, source of . pleasurable 
| zensations; much more calculated to excite the 
, till BY envy, than the contempt of the votaries of irreligion : 


— If smallest beings claim his guardian care. 
— His noblest creature cannot fail to share. 
i», WH Entering Baxwovrn, we met with good accom- 


modations at the Corsy gedal Arms, the only innin the 
"The place. This little town is seated close on the sen 
ocky shore, at the mouth of the Maw ; bence called Aber 
hich, Maw. It is principally built upon a high rock; 
u s of bouses standing upon the sHelves one above 
"ne. WH *2other, like part of the city of Edinburgh : and 
1% id to resemble the town of Gibraſtar, A street 
plan is formed by a few mariners' and fizhermen's bonges, 
was built on the strand, which are completely overlook - 
ang ed by the buildings of their wiser neighbours, that 
ee founded on the rock. The former are defended 
ne om stormy tides, by large billocks of sand, which 
ven breaten to overwhelm them.; and certainly would, 
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were it not for the friendly assistance of two, "other. 
wise despised vegetables, the A&UNDA ARENARLA and 
ELyMUS/ARBNARIUS ; Which, by their long orceping 
roots intertwining together, stop the sand, and b 
causing it to aggregate, —_ from a nuisanoe 
to a friendly barrier. e 732 
To those who conceive that cakes of fusion. 
able resort must be handsome in appearance, Bu- 
mouth will occasion disappointment. The C 
dil is by no means striking. The bathing is oer. 
tainly as efficacious as any can be: the rough tides 
- 80 frequent in St. George's Channel, and the rocky 
shores of the surrounding coast, must greatly tend'to 
change and render salutary the waters 6f the bay. 
Tbe beach is a fine sand, extending from the 
Traeth Atra to the harbour. The accommodations 
ſor bathing, at present, are but indifferent: neither 
with horses, as at Weymouth and Brighton; gor 
with a, winch and inclined plane, as at Cowes; but 
fixed on the sand at a certain distance within the 
reach of the tide, which renders it very in convenient 
to the bathers: being confined for tine. 
The company, though not numerous, was gen- 
teel. Through the wetness of the season, few of the 
Shropshire and Hereford beauties had yet arrived; 
yet the place was expected soon to fill: this being 
the resort of the indolent and afflicted. ſrom the 
midland part of the kingdom, as Weymouth i is for th 
western part. 
Adjoining to the inn is a large boarding-bougs, 
capable of containing a number of families, Here 


turag 


late 11 


shot o. 
fludde 
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at one common tuble, which is well served, the 
company sit down to dinner and supper together, as 
at Matlock"; an admirable harper is kept in pay. An 
assembly twioe a week affords exercise and amuse- 
ment for the evening; and the surrounding country 
furnishes objects for both, during the dax. 
From the friendly footing on which strangers meet 
here, they resemble one great family, united for/the 
The lodgings are good and the expences very mode- 
rate ; and, when the prioe of provisioms is taken 
into the accpant, it would be entortion, were it 
otherwise. Mattow three-pence per pound kid by 
os the quarter the same; ſowls ten- pence to bne shil- 
the ling per couple : most kintis of fish from one penny 
tions to wo- penoe per pouãmdd. 2113 12 
ither Every eotideration is heightened; by the most 
vor pfleasing attention from the bostess and her gervants'; 
but o that he hB cannot spend two or three months 
. the under thecroofiof Lowii Lewis; without experiencing 
nent emu, must be possessed of a spirit not easily 
1 pleated ee you-ons of the Beete of all 
gen- human sciendes to learn. 
tb The Waadees b. nme dj dall Aden e af th 
ed; mouth of the river, that 8erves to secure a safe an · 
cing W cborage for the shipping. It formerly afforded pas- 
tho Wl turage for numerous flocks and herds ; but, from a 
the WW late inundation of the gea, it is the greater part laid 
use, 


® 66. At the mouth of Maw River lyeth a little ielet, Fant. 2 boo | 


Tere thot over, without 'habirarion., At ebbde it is freah water, and at 
FF fudde salt.“ Let. J. 22. N 
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under water ; and the mne 
gtroy the harbour. ag ee 

They are now busily r in Swing 
to repair the damages; but without greater support, 
this. work, essential to Barmouth as a por must ooo 
necessarily cease.- by: city 

Some have heen cot ep 
that this might be made a place of extensive trade; 
but a bar of sand, over which the tide rises only a 
ſew ſeet, prevents vessels getting out and in, except 
at high spring tides; and forms an ingurmountable 
obstacle to Barmouth ever becoming a port of great 
consequence in the commercial world. In conjunc- 
tion with this, another obstacle presents itself; a 
long range of sand and gravel runs out in this part 
of the bay of Cardigan ſor more than twenty miles, 
called Sarn Bardrig, or the Ship- breaking Causeway; 
ſrom the number of vessels that have been wrecked 
upon its horrible breakers ; which mark its cours 
when the tide flows; and at low bang. 
is dry. 

Tradition says, om all this part of the 8 sea wanondt 
an habitable spot, under the name of Cantier Gwe 
lod,® or the Lowe Land Hundred; and that in the 
time of Gwyddno Goronhir, A. D. 500, it was ö 
inundated by the sea. W 

From the observation of Taliesin, that it was oo- 


» Wher now the wilde Se is, at the mouth of Deuy and further 
into the Se, were ons 2 commotes of good, plentiful, but low 
grounde, caullid Cantre Gwaylode : 1. e. terra dm,, wel mbciden; 
planitie; now eleene eatin away, Vid. Lel, Iter, Fil. V. p. 41. 
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casioned-by those whE kept the floodgates, 'the'$ea 
might have _ kept out by dykes, like those f 
Holland o nei 4 8TH] 53044 N Pits! 

* years ede 
Low Marsbes near Liverpool. At Abergellen an 
inundatioti of this sort is recorded by the natives : 
and ther& are evident prooſs of greater part of the 


bay of Swarlses-/ in Ghndrgunsbite, "having been 


once a forest. I have frequently, at low water see 


more than a mile out, the 0th of large oa; sotne 
of them in the state of perfeei i peat and others _ 
exhibiting the marks of fibrous tektur: 
These and many more facts;\which/might'be ad- 
duced, are demonstrative prooſs; that many of the 
present ſriths and bays / were once part of the land 
and that the-acean' forveenturies has been making 
eneroachinents upon che western eee cee 
of the kingdoms wolte «1970 hö tract 
In spite of all these obstacles, end the bi 
and industry of the inhabitants contivyedy pridt to 
the war; to carry on a considerable trade in the 
coasting dine, and to Portugal and Ireland; which 
gave a degree of lifento this little port. But war 
baleſul war ! has bast à paxalyting damp upon the 
industry of the inhabitants, and almost-extinguichet 
the spirit of adventure vert of Mor wor aririnys 
To the man, whose has been used to sparkle, 
and his“ heart to glow at-²οte sight of: Commeroe 
spreading her sails to the propitious gule, it cou 
not but be a subject of regret, to see numerous ves - 
sels ing beeled upon 2 2 sides, or moored in the 
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mud, their sails laid up; and their owners out of 
employment, or-carning a scanty pittanee ſor thein 
families, by the ee ver of an —_— 
fighery. . AE TRY 0 
| Thisicoust and/ Waden dug „ buntes 
variety of objects to the naturalist: of birds here ang 
Geese, Gulls, black; and white Sea Crows, Penguins 
Puffins, Ring Owales, an FIN — ay 
and many smaller birds. py 
On ae eee ee ee 
Crave MARITING, AW TIN ux ona mum, Eu- 
PHORBIA PEPDI$;; CINERARTA PALUSTRES, | ARENARIA 
MaR3TIMa, A. HDR, and A. RUnnA van; Þ; 
the Cnpmanmauys 810varus perfumed tho ait with 
itz delicate 'odpur. On the racks, Prantaco aan 
Tia, CAITHMUM MARITIMUM,! SAEICORMI A ERIEH 
M0102; and al single rock: hear the harbbur wu 
almost . over with flowers of the AAM 
STATIGE; 207, wHogtido Year?) [13 20 nen 
But veel want to dearn some thing aſ the in- 
habitats, 1 will introduce some to your -notich, 
tom “ The plain and simple onnale of the por: 
and white the rich and gay: are ſeaxting: pon del 
cious kid, and drinking: $easmmed pott; dipping; in 
the salubrious wave, ar climbing the Stecp asent for 
appetite, you will not refuge to hear of the be 
peasant; shut from the common ye of obaerwition, 
enting bb $ranty meal; and struggling with: dias 
in the habhation df penuny.; 0: { - nll 14 01697 
In ons of my morning walke I Gch up u lttle bye 
| path, rendered dess iuviting by the stench of 1 a. 
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wining pigs! cote. The weather was hat, and I bad 
e Had it not therefore been for an ob» 
stinate and headstrong curiosity, that leads me to 
investigate and der if posible the end of every 
thing, land to study nature in her reolusest haunts, 
should have made this. an excute for not. proc 
ing farther. The cry of an inſant at; ro; great dis: 
thc timed rue and a my steps. 


than thedole 1 bad leſt, forbade: my: arab, AA 
the entrgrice, for dbor there uns none, stood a tal 
female figude, which from her tattered dress and allow 
countenance, ' you would gcarcely. have suppDSsed to 
bare been human; with u distorted figure at het 
breast; I spoke, but she, not understanding m 
language and littte auppoting 1 would enter such 
dwellingz still kept het post. I then took the child 
by the hand and pointed ſor admittance. - Fe hut 5 
donsisted of one room upon the {ground - Door 4 
dirided by | a partition of lath and reed The 
floor was the native £05, rendered very hard and un: 
even from long and unequal. At the far- 
ther end was a fire of tur, laid upon u fe stones 3 
near which stood a three · legged atonl, a mall cast · 
iron pot, some branches of broom tied upfur a be- 
som, and u few bundles of rusbes thtowm damn for 
a bed. These constitutet the prinaipal furniture! 
At the other end was lank incagre figure sitting in 
a loom; weaving n e 2 
family, 2011191 
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Al this employment, Aber bürteen hours witty 
could earn eight-pence. But a chronic illness, 0. 


casioned by lo debilitating diet, prevented his ſal. 


lowing it 30 close as cobstantly to earn this. K d. 
milar cause prevented the wife from properly loakiug 
after ſour sickly children. The eldest was atinted 
in its growth; the second lame; the thindrbbnd; 
and the youngest, though two years old, tilb at the 
breast, and wasting away with 'the tabes ddraalis] A 
Entering farther into their history, Iolearnt hit 
the linen trade had been much better and prorisibiis 
cheaper; when they might, if Fortune had smmiled 
have doſe something: but owing to aver se 
Mess, in consequence of :aibaddying! in, the iſt 
bad been incapacitated: for taking an active part iu 
the business; as she used to do and gongequently 
they were unable to put any thing hy ſot A dey of 
adversity. Phe same cause precludeduthem the 
benefit of medical advice. Even when ca transient 
apßpetite returked, they were destitute of the | mais 
to ptocuie more than a coarse and scanty morsel 
hardly sufficient to satisfy the immediate cravings of 
hunger. The world had no value in their estima - 
tion; their hearts were grown eallous to its concerns. 
Eu such ia truly deplorable state, liſe itself appeared 
to have no charms; and death was looked upon 88 
solation. They talked f it with chearſulness, and 
sdemed reanimated when I mentioned that state of 


retribution, where the sincere, though bundle, 


& 1 


8 4288121 
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christian, “ Shall have all tears wiped away 3 and 
sorrow and sighing should flee. away... 

It is in scenes like these, my friend, · that the. pre- 
cious, though heglected jewel, Religion, rises in our 
estimation—it is here its power is seen, and its effi- 
cacy demonstrated, This last ' regource of 0 
appears in all its unrivalled charms ; opens 55 
despairing mind new paths of consolation and de- 
light; changes the parched desart into refreshing 
springs, and the barren wilderness into a blooming 
Paradise. But ſor this the condition of chose people 
would have been intolerable: r e. r 
been a case of desper ation. | 

You will readily suppose 1 RY _ Fes: this | 
distressing history without maniſesting symptoms 
that my feelings were interested. My hand had i in- 
voluntarily slid into my pocket; and I [was about to 
offer a mite of charity before I had scarcely beard the 
tale to excite it. A thousand ideas you would have . 
read in my countenance at this time: one moment 
I felt eympathy for the objects around me—regret 
for not feeling more; and that 1 had not more | 
ability to relieve their varied distresses : then indig- 
nation a my species, to think that they could spend 
months and months in plenty, if not in, luxury, 
without attempting to rescue their lone Creatures 
from such complicated misery. | 


« Ah! little think the | gay Ucentious proud, 

| Whom pleasure, power, and affluence surround; 
They, who their thoughtless hours in giddy mirth,. 
And wanton, oſten cruel, riot waste; 
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Ak! little think they, while they dance 
How many feel; this'very e e Dis mou” 
And all the dad variety of pain} - Wk! 

a0 — — How wavy drink ue 
Ol baleful grief, oreat the biner bed. 3 
1 — aby vine winds, n 
e 5 1 

mn. 


n longer to Ait ede IGS 
Adern dy reſiove; I dlessed them with a feeble 0 
cent; promised I would see them again, and d 
returning to my inn, found I had beguiled the hour 
of dinner. I congratulated myself, however, that 
though unable effectually to relieve them, I had 
given them some cortifort ; and that a digposition'ef 
benevoletice had again been excited, which 'terid 
to soſten und ameliorate the heart ; while if awakens 
ed sensations of gratitude for the numerous and un- 
deserved blessings with which Nrovidencs bad make 
my cup to overflow. 

It is à doctrine of your own, that a proper om. 
parison of ourselves with others, is generally pra- 
ductive of beneficial- effects. It tends to give us 

Just ideas of our relative situations—of the neceaary 
divisions, and consequent distinction of rank in 60. 
ciety, calculated for due 8abordination and order: 
and the varied duties arising from them, egzential 6 
its existence and welfare ; it removes the veil, which 
pride is too apt to cast over our true nature and real 
condition; and leads us back to that ordgrly state 
5 of reverence and submission, 80 justly becom 
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such frail and dependant creatures: induces us to 
acknowledge ourselves dependant upon that August 
Power from whom we derive our being; and that 
all we possess and all we se, is the free and un- 
merited gift of Fin, from whom man receives life 
and breath, and all things. To his undeserved 
bounty it is I owe my superiority to the poor weaver 
at Barmouth; and the recollection of his wretched 
case, ee re nn 
me to conſess it. 

These sentiments, RESIST 1 thee vines; 
which form. a striking feature in your character, 
cannot fail to afford you satisfaction : and feeling a 
disposition to admire the exaraple,. d 
mee. N ä 
FOOD I een 
ren, quinn param Pens Wei” 

'Your's, 

J. E. 


» 
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W. ede our coure towards Harlech 
The road lies along the flat undulating hore of the 
Bay of Cardigan. On our right was the western 
termination of the Upper Merionethshire Chain, 
ending in abrupt crags and rude precipices, down 'to 
the strand. On our left, the ocean foaming with 
maddened rage over the irregular sands, and againit 
the rocky shores of the Peninsula of Penmorſa, that 
lay stretohed before us, forming the northern Horn 
of the Bay of Cardigan. Here the road strikes off 
from the shore, and the space exhibits a few small 


inclosed farms in a tolerable state of cultivation. We 


ascended from the coast to visit the environs of Corsy 
Gedol, the ancient seat of the Vaughans.. There is 
nothing worth notice about the mansion ; the woods 
are noble, and abound with large timber, but 80 
affected by the West winds from the ocean, as to wear 
the appearance of being shorn at top, like the famous 
wood of Margam, in Gee, the property 
of Mr. Talbot. 

The vicinity of Corey Gedol abounds in Britigh an- 
tiquities ; and to the antiquary affords ample room 
for speculatiou and conjecture. | 


| 
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Craig y Dinas: in a comieal hill, whose summit 5s 
surrounded with a vast heap of rough stones, user! 
as ramparts, and supposed to have been a Britigh 
post during the invasion of the Romans, It has an 
oblique entrance with stone facings, and neur it ars 
two other ramparts of stone : the whole ie upon the 
steep extremity of a mountain, adjoining a narrow paws 
into the interior of the country, Northwest of this, 
on the top of another hill, is Castell dinas Cortin, . 
entrenched round with an advanced work in front; 
at a small distance in the plain, between these posta, 
are a variety of druidical remains; . oromleche, * 
carnedds, stone circles, maenhirion, and kist vaen. 
The above fortifications were supposed to have been 
raised for the protection of these sacred monuments 
of British superstition. Near are the. small lakes gf 
Llyn Bodlyn, and Llyn Irddim; the former famous. 
for its Char, and the latter for a species of trout, 
with a long toad - shaped head, mentioned by Gyraldus. 
Declining the arduous pass of Bwlch drws Ar- 
dudwy, we returned into the road, and soon reached 
HarLeca. We were surprised to find the county 
ſoun of Merioneth a few miserable cottages on the 
top of a bare rock. From its situation the name is 
derived, It was originally styled Tr Bromven, and 


afterwards Caer Kolhwyn, from Kolhwyn ap Tagno, 


who resided there in the time of Prince Anarawyd, 


- ® The cromlectis here differ from those of Anglezea, and other 
parts, by lying bear the ground, und in- an horizontal position; 
one, called Btym y boel, GT r NL 
1 | 
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A. D. 877. However probable this derivation; from 
Roman coins being dug up, and a-golden "torque, 
mentioned by Camden, as well as their usual moth 
of prefixing Caer to a tation they fortified; them 
in reason to suppose it of much higher antiquily® 
By whom the castle was originally founded, it is bt 


easy to learn; Powel thinks probably by Bronway, 
ister to-Bronwan Llyr, King of Britain, Histo) 


records one built here by Mael Gwyn, Prinoe 0 
North Wales, A. D. ssa, (Vid. J. Nose. Aung 
Warw. Langhorne.) R. D877, it was in a very fe. 
vpectuble oondition; (Vid. Row. Mona Antiqua ) 
that the present fortress, said to be built by Edward 
the First, was probably no more than the ſortner 
building repaired, and put in a better state of deſenoe; 
und indeed this is evident from the ancient walls and 
remains upon which the building stands; and it i 
even probable, as this differs greatly from the other 
castles of this Monarch, that the original plan wis 
-pteserved. It is a noble square edifice, the shell of 
\which is very entire, ſurnished with four heavy round 
towers, one at esch corner, with turrets issuing trum 
wwe nr ne waren 
| „ Edwaid the Pint erected it Into u frebb6rough; and chin 
Won it grants of land, «od other /privileges; yet in dn prevent 
veate it is the moot wretched looking place I ever raw. Thong th 
the county town, there is no vestige of a public building, unless four 
roofless walls, like a eee 
can be termed one. This however is the county guild, and 
2 een en 
the Shire. 


ment of 50% per annum. The seite was atlmirably 


dual to this diy retalits de ume of L/ Hul 
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bastions, and was defended by three port-cnlliges, 
beside the gate. It was completed A. D. 1288, a8 
appears by tho valary granted to Hugh de Blakivion, 
rat of 100. per annum. A 

A garrison of twenty soldier was ullowed, with 
140). per annum, for the maintenance'df. them und 
their Captain, The present constable, by-governon, 
is Sir Robert Vaughan, of Nanneu, with an-appoirit= 


adapted for deſence; built upon an elevated rodk, 
just above high water mark; the face of which forme 
an angle with the horizon, of about 39 degrees, and 
washed by the ses, on the North and West, it was 
80 far itn le; and on the other it was defended 
by a prodigious foes, cut with great labour out of the 
solid rock on which it stands; through which flows 
a cascade, at" gives" on en effect 10 Uh 


bold s0enery, 


This, like other dens has withended! my © 


tempestuous veenes, and been frequetitly subject to 
a variety'of masters. Duting the civil wats, betweeh 
the Houses of York and Lancaster, Dafydd ap Jenin 


ap Einion, a British nobleman siding with the House 
of Lancaster, defended his castle noebly aguinst 


Edward the Fourth, 'till William Herbert, Eatl 


of Pembroke, forcing bis way through the Alps '6f | 


Snowdon, 6 passage hey ed Mews reger * 


0 The diflculics he and . 1 cpa vr nile; 
bometimes up the ateep, acolivities obliged p $9, upon. all fours, and 
in their decent to thtow themielves from Craig DLC the 


# 


merit: He had kept a castle 80 long in France, 


masters. It was well deſended by Major - Hugh 
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length invested a a place before considered a8 ims 
pregnable. Pembroke committed the siege to hig 
brother Sir Richard, who sent a menacing: summont 
to the Britis Commandant, Dafydd returned-an 
answer becoming a man of such distinguighed 


that he had made all the old women in France talk 
of bim: and he was determined to keep this 0 
Jong, that all the old women in England sbould talk 
_ of bim.“ He was however obliged by-famine to gut. 
render : but upon terms as honourable; as' his defence 


was obstinate. Richard stipulated to save bis life, like tl 


by interceding with the King; but Edward indig- are fo! 
nantly refused : when Pembroke stepping up, ld “. 
him plainly, that he might take his life instead relate 
dhe braye commander's, or be would assufelh i '*24 
replace Dafydd in his Castle, and his Majesty might of thi 


tend whom he pleased to take him on. again. (Fd, from | 


| Life of Lord Herbert.) e wal Vych 
, A. D. 1460, Margaret of Anjou here found a ge. Ker 
cure asylum; and hence was enabled to take ven- m 
geanee on the Duke of York, at Wakefield. Doriog I b 


the civil wars of Charles, it more than once changed 4 N 
the b 


cattle 
stantl 


Petnant, till basely deserted by his cowardly med. 
While Owen was Governor, it finally surrendered to 
General Myttoa, A. D. 1647 ; its garrigon, conaiting I Preda 
of twenty-eight men, obtained favourable terms; and orm 
this Castle had the honour of being the last in North W . 1 
Wales, that Loyalty beld ſor the rightful Soyereign. ignora 
Near the Castle grows! the Juxcus Acbrus, Base, ** be 


- 
" 
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oiERAeEA; and within, Cc LUTETIONA 
Near this place is a curious antique monument, called 
Ceton Ari hur. It isa large flat tone, lying botizontally, 
«ported by three others 4 the ineumbent stong is 
nearly of an oval shape, about eleven fest in length, of 
unequul breadth from ve io eight ſeetꝶ and in some 
places two ſeet vb k ; cho three oupporter (originally 
perhaps four) u about: twenty inches square. The 
two at 'the-thibkear/ end eight ſeet high; the fourth 
may probabhye/have; sunk into the ground, 50 
that the upper stone lies in an inelined position, 
like the roof of a barn. Several stones, of this kind 
are found in Anglesca, and other parts of Wales. 
We inquired into a very extraordinary phenomenon 
related by Camden, tuid to have happened here; A. D. 
16024, It is still strong in the traditional recollection 
of the people. It wus a mepbitio vapour chat rose 
from the sea, corhmencing ſrotn the shore of Mora 
Vychan, near CHceith. It extended itself in every 
lirection fordeveral miles, carrying devastation and 
dismay wherever it came. It set fire to numerous 
hay rioks/ #ppeired like # blue lambent ſſame; but 
did not injure person exposed to it. It 80 infected 
the herbage in many places, that numbers of the 
cattle died,” and che mischiefvattendant upon it oon. 
$tantly happened in the night it continued is de- 
predations for eight months. 1 was observed i in 
stormy, as well as calm nights; in all weathets:;. and 


13 num 3 x1 Wrwoufs ral * 

* This plant es | Enchanters Night Shade, way, in ages of 
ignorance, celebrated | in the mysteries of witcheraft, "and for raisih | 
the Devil, chat chef Var of 'Neermancy, N its Englid 


240 


126 Toys THROveH $ORTH WALKS, 


any great noise, as the sounding of horns, ot thy 
firing of. guns, would disperse and extinguish 0 
flame, (474. Philauph. Trancactions.) - 0 

It has been geriously thought, that eclipees of th 
gun in Aries haye been fatal to this neighbourhagd! 
(for in the years 1542;and 1507,. it suffered excegd- 
iogly by fire, and after the latter eclipse the fire aprey 
80 far, that 200-houges of the auburba of Cacrnaryoy 
were also consuthed.) To those who believe that the 
motions and conjunetions of the planets are intimateh 
connected with human affairs, and the efficiect 
causes of human events, this information must proje 
a valuable merceou; But the philogopber will look 
for the cause of such a wonderful: phenomenon u 
the vapour already mentioned, in some source mor 
upon a level with common understanding. 
| It was conjectured, at the time, thet it might be 
gocasloned by|s quantity of locusta, drowned: in,the 
des, and cast on the shore; and instances of their 
appearance and death, causing pestilential vapours ig 
many places, have been adduced, particularly on 
the coast of Frauce, 1374, attended with * 
ful mortality of men and cattle. Oe 
„ Mouffet gives an account of a en Linaboode, abba 
Year 597 Which gro from. thy fall of a cloud of locusta, that got- 
rupted the air to. avch a degree, that upwards of $0,990 men. fe 
cattle died; and Otho Frisingensis mentions 8 pestilence in France, 
A.D. DA 'occationed by focusts drowned in he CHOY and 
east upon the ebasts. ' Vide Theatre dit lt. 

I have known, great quantities of common beben throw! 
upon the coat of Somersetchire, near Burnkam, Kees + ; 


port eff|uyia; as to render it very dinagreeable to walk Ls 
ch for several days together, ba 


'With 
doubtin; 
mention 
it is me 
zhoals © 
and the: 
kind, (6) 
the Isle 


followec 


Without calling in question this account, ot 


doubting the property of creatures, while living, 


mentioned by Pliny, L. ai. c. 29, „ Multa cantacim 
alurumt; from tlie infrequency of these visitanta 
it is more probable, that it; proceeded- from. large 
zhoals of herrings, driven by whales on the strand, 
and there permitted to putriſy. An evenb of thia 
lind, often puts on a serious aspect on, the coats) of 
the Isle of Man and Scotland, and is not emen ä 
followed by deleterious. effectta. 
Animal, bodies, in. a state of FROST YET ani 
ige quantities of hydrogynous gas; this is perni - 
cious to animal life, and mixed with a small: quantity 
of oxygen, becomes highly inflammable : and when 
it meets with electric matter, with which the atmo+ 
phere abounds, will instantly explode. Ar continue 
ance of the cause would ſor the time produce a 
continuance of the effect. Tho period of the dura» 
tion was probably much shorter than stated by the 
people. It is in the nature of fear, for connernation 
10 romaiaibag aſter the objects of it are-remGved:'. 
It was ndw.-near evening,! und rodents bd 0h 
to make this cheerless spot out residence for the 
night; bus the inn offered no bed, non any thing 
better than a dirt floor, ate ed with a few nuihes. 
The chilling id en determined us io proceed ta on-: 
counter difficulties, whidb could we haye:foresten, 
would have'thrown an air o comſort oven these un- 
usally miserable accommodations. It was our inten- 
tion to haue passed the Traeth Mawr, but the sant; 
haye of late becom sb ghiſting, as to make it highly 
5 . q * 


* 
dangerous to attempt the passage when the tide i 
out, 80 we altered our course ſor Tany Bwleh. 4 
circumstance in this interval occurred fortunate for 
us, and which, as it may be useſul to future vigitots 
to Harlech, it may be proper to mention. While 
inquiring for a guide, we observed a decent looking 
man at a cottage door, directly opposite  Frotn his 
physiognomy, and his eyes being fixed upon us," 
was induced to address him: he ingenuously owned 
the guide was absent, but as he understood every 
inch of ground, he would, if we pleased, conduct 
us cafe to our destination. An air of frankness visible 
in his countenance, and a fluency in speaking Engliab, 
(very unusal here) prejudiced us in his favour, and we 
instantly closed with his proposal : and to his credit, 
let. it be recorded, we ſound in him a faithful and in- 
telligent guide j and had not to regret, as some have 
done before; us, that aſter employing a guide, they 
were obliged to give him information of the way. 
J To. you, my Friend, fond of a ' retired. life; and 
whom I have often heard express more satisfaction at 
the detail of actions performed in humble life; than 
the proud memorials of more exalted eharacters, at 
coming more within the reach, and appealing: more 
forcibly to the bosom of "mankind, =''simple':biogrs/ 
phical sketch of this very civil and attentive: guide, 
will not appear unworthy of your notice: 
Join Richards, was the son of industrious parents 
natives of this place; his father had acquired a little 
property in the eerdise of the united trades of 
skinner, brccohevemaker, and glover, In the ex- 
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ercise of these trades our guide was brought up, and 
in this line he continued a few years, till business 
declining hard necessity and the cravings of a nu- 
nerous family, obliged him to turn his attention to 
zomething else. Nothing more natural than the 
vool trade, as he must have _—_—_ some informa»: 
ion, in a smaller way, in the sale of reſuse wool 
tom the skin yard. His father-in-law dying about 
ths time, gave life and spirit to his scheme, by « 
bequest of a few hundred pounds. He ſormed con- 
ections in, London, purchased a good deal by com- 
mission, and as far as his little capital would command, 
on his on account. A trade wherein judgment. 
was a principal, point, (of which Richards pogzezzed. - — 
considerable share in which many who had the 
aticle to dune of were deficient,) and in the 
einity of mountainous pastures covered with mil- 
lions of sheep, promised 8 profitable field for specu - 
ation, + For some time the annual returns were 
beyond his most sanguine expectations: every day 
added to his little stock, and every day produced in- 
creasing demands, and opened new sources of ac-! 
quiring wealth.” While providing decently for his 
amily, he was considered as the leading man within 
the precinets of Harlech. Flushed with his plenteous 
harvest, and wrapping himself in golden dreams, he 
boped soon to purchase an estate near bis native spot, 
nd to live in some portion of that independence, f 
which his ancestors had experienced a very large share, 
and which his genealogy entitled him to expect. For 
a few youu Richards was the wo of the neighbour- 
K 
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hood, He had dixooversd a way of realiving inne) 
nnknown before to this unlettered spot f but; Now 
the truntient nature of riches themselves, ay well u 
the preentions tenure by which all earthly pos. 
sessions are held, it is Beldom a very distant period 
beſore Envy is gratified, by being deprived uf the 
object of its malevolence “? Richards to a bound 
understanding, and an accurate judgment in the 
trade, had neglected to add the sine qua uon in bur. 
ness, a knowledge of the world. 4 Far less was he 
in possession of the arts and finesse, the general con- 


ebmitants of trade in the present day; and destitute 


of which, a mat stands upon disadvantagoous ground 
with his neighbourz. Honest himself, he had no 
idea that others were devoid of the prinoiple; or if 
Such a surmise arose, a noble indignation spurned i 
froth his bosom. Induced by a desire of arriving sdoner 
at the aeme of his wishes, he changed his conneetions 
in town for others that appeared more advantagtous, 
froth their making larger allowances in the trade 
For some time the remittatices were regular; hut xt 
length, after very extensive orders, which Richard 
rained every nerve of credit he possessed to fulfil 
he was informed by the Firm, that the failure of 
large house on the Continent had occagioned u little 
embarrassment in their affairs, which a short time 
would effectuaſly nne them from; begging him 


@ cc — oon can FORE shift the scene, 
-& And all our earthly bliss destroy: 
re Cate hovers found, and Grief's fell train 
Still exvads upon the heels of joy." * 
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not to be alarmed at any little temporary inconveni- 
ence the delay of payment might produce, Richards, 
unacquainted with this finesse, which is the usuel 
cloak made use of by a set of harpies, who prey 
upon the vitals of the honest and industrious trades- 
man, sate down with patient submission, till his cre- 
ditors became clamorous and importunate. Preſſing 
ſor a, decisive answer, he was informed the house 
had stopped, and that as soon as matters were properly 
arranged, he would be entitled to a dividend with the 
rest of the oreditors! This was a death-blow to 
Richards's sanguine hopes of independence. In a mo- 
ment all his fairy scenes were vatished, and what was 
ill worse, the only progpect before him was a dreary 
habitation in a gaol for life, without any other support 
but the starving pittance, called debtors” allowance. 
The stroke bad like to have been too much for him; 
but the din of 80 many needy farmers, aceusing him 
of having defrauded them, roused him from the de- 
pression. He laid before them his correspondence and 
oncerns; and for the credit of that generous and 
humane spirit, which pervades the people of North 
Vales, let it be told, that instead of having him 
wrried away from his family to a prison, they en- 
cred into his interest, and finding that his case was 
"fortunate, and not arising from any dishonesty on 
is part, but the knavery of others, they unani- 
ously forgave their respective debts, permitted him 
o keep his little furniture, and stock of leather, 
or he still gloves a little,) and promised to deal with 
n for the support of his wife and family. 


K 2 
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In this state we found' him ; as before obverved, 
the trade had been long on the decline, and wa 
almost dwindled to nothing. Formerly a number 
of hands were employed in this, and other towns of 
North Wales, in the manufacturing of strong tun. 
leather gloves, sent to England; but of late yean, 
the English glovers have bought up all the skin 
and from a superior art in dressing them, are able to 
send a much neater article, at a lower price, int 
Wales. Richards was therefore reduced to the pre- 
carious emolument arising from the few journies he 
took in the summer months as mountain guide, and 
the low profits upon a few strong country gloves 
made during winter, to support a sick viſe and 
five chiklren. 
A short time before our noqnaintiapee, be bicks 
candidate for the place of Deputy Captain of the 
Castle, which, had he obtained, might have pre 
duced him about 20, per annum. But having neithe 
skill nor influence in the trade of election; his pet 
tion lay unopened upon the table. And were it nol 
for his very superior knowledge as a guide to that 
the present Deputy, he would be precluded from th 
advantage accruing from this laborious employmen 
I need not tell the friend of my younger ye 
that I felt deeply interested for this unfortunate man 
and considered myself absolutely bound to do some 
thing to alleviate the hardships of his condition, I ot 
served that in England a person of his abilities and it 
ſormation might obtain a decent livelihood. I prt 
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erved N poxed several schemes to him, in which I promised to 
\d un assist him; and which, for their eligibility, perfectly 
umber met bis approbation. But a most unſortunate and 
insurmountable barrier was placed in the way of his 
advancement. Richards's wife had never breathed in 


wns of 


g tan. 
_ any other place, and partly from prejudice, and partly 
king from the strength of habit, she was posscssed of an 


invincible © Soli natalis amor: 80 much so, that a 
are meal once a day, and a bed of rushes, appeared 
preſerable in sight of the castle, to plenty and com- 
ſort out of it. Richards had an affection ſor his wiſe, 
and as the money he had lost in the wool trade chiefly 
came by her, he had accustomed himself to humour 
her caprice, and submit to her requests, more than 
| was consistent with a spirit of prompt and determined 
became resolution, necessary for emigration and adventure. 
of de de fancied, if removed from this beloved spot, she 
e pr <ould instantly die; and poor Richards, however 
neitbeleluctantly, gave up to her weakness. © Thus (to 
is peu his own words) am I chained down to this 
e it pol etched spot, without the least opportunity of 
| that Þ*ttering my condition, or the most distant hope of 
om hf iverance from this forlorn state; but what is sug- 
gested by the prospect of the death of one I sincerely 
love; while my children, destitute of employment, 
are growing up under my roof in want and idleness. 

ind I have little else to do but to 'behold, without 

the power of remedying it, and to brood over the 

probable consequent evils,” This brief sketch, 

an up * his own artless wh; will, I trust, 
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iuduce the future visitor of Harlech to inquire for 
this able and honest guide; and finding him essen- 
tially useful, as we have done, bestow a small mite 
to cheer the gloom of his unhappy lot. 
Wich Richards in our van, we engaged in the 
arduous undertaking of reaching Tany Bwlch that 
night. We ascended a. difficult 8tajr-case path, up 
the steep side of a craggy mountain, and took i 
North-easterly direction over the tragkless plain, 
known-to our guide by several upright stones, called 
' Maen hirion, and concentric circles of stones, many 
of them pebbles, said to have been formed for reli- 
gious purposes in the ages of Druidism. A tumulus 
and Carnedd, larger than the rest, is distinguished 
by the title of King Ingo's Tomb, Baut as no name 
of that kind is found in History, except within the 
period when the Principality was christain, it is 
improbable his remains should be pointed out by an 
emblem of Heathen superstition. As the place is 
called Bontleff Hir, or the loud Shout te Battle, it 
was probably the scene of some bloody contest, and 
a Pagan chieſtain who fell in the conflict, might have 
heen here interred. One conjecture I will hazard, 
from the appearance of these and other similar works, 
that though some of the Cromlechs, &c, may hae 
been remnants of druidical altars, and some of the 
Carnedds, &. monuments of the mighty fallen 
in battle, yet it is more than probable that the 
greater number of them 'have been the work of 
shepherds, as an amusement to fill up their leisure 
4 ot 2 
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hours While - tending their flocks, or to clear the 
pasture for the sake of grass.“ As this conjecture = 
will probably bring down the ire of the whale Cam · 
densian School upon my bead, I will shield myself 
under an observation of the author, (Mr. Vindlam,) 
of x eee e dee through wee 
Wales. 

( 1 unpect that many of our. Druid: e 
are by far too ganguing in their favourite pursuit, and 
that they attribute to religious. uses, what. was ori 
ginally intended only far private advantage. A pro- 
ſusion af learning has been expended upon the 
Carnedds of Wales, when I am convinced that many 
of those heaps of stones were put together for no 
other reason than that the rest of the field mew | 
afford a clearer pasture. 59 | 

In the melancholy waste between Pont Aber 
Glasllyn and Llynywenwn, I observed many modery 
carnedds, which had been thrown up in large piles 
by the industrious inhabitants, for that profitable 
purpose. I pass ng reflection on the aingle monu- 
ments, or on che circular upright stones, whien 
abound in mat parts of this country. These may, 
perhaps, deserve notice, but a stranger would scarcely 
make them the principal object of bis Tour; as they 
will not bear a comparison with Stone Henge or Abera, 


either in magnitude af stones, or ey of design. 
P, 142. 


It is a genetil cuntom in Merioneth and Carnarvon, to make 
walls for no other purpose but to clear the ground from the large 
ones, that every where hinder ihe uss of the plough. 


. as the diversity 
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We passed the small lake named Llyn Tegwyn 
in, hear which is the small village and church of 
Llan Tegwyn: a little farther, environed with lofty 
mountains, is the fine lake of Llyn Tegwyn ucha; 
which, from the transparency of its waters, as well 
e surrounding scenery, merits 
its name of Fair and Lavely, The moon was now 
rising, and/her silver beams, reflected from the waters 
of the la e, heightened the "OE of this ecken 


rock, on the leſt side of the — which is copia 
of shale or shivering slate, and many impending 
projections” over-hang the traveller's head; and 
threaten him with destruction. We appeared shut in 
by the mountain barrier, with nothing but 'craggy 
walls of rock on each side, and before us the dismal 
gloom of an impenetrable forest, which the pale 
beams of Cynthia represented in all' the grotesque 
shapes, calculated to increase the appearance of 
horror, and fill the imagination with ideas of terror. 
Every moment we appeared to be precipitating into 
the lake, by the deception of nocturnal vision ; while 
the frequent cautions of our guide, who himself was 

not dextitute of fear, served to strengthen our appre- 
hensions of danger. We descended into a deep 
glen or ravine, so thick with forest trees and under- 
wood, as scarcely to admit a ray of light, though the 
night was clear, and the moon at full, We pasged 
over a black and dismal stream, called Vehn Rhyd, 
or the yellow Ford, and soon got into the turnpike 
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road, near the village of Maen'Twrwg ; crossing a 
bridge of three arches over the Dwyryd, our guide, 
with accents of joy, pronounced #he inn of Tany' 
Btolch ! It was now about two hours past midnight, 
and the people had been long retired to sleep ; but 
the landlord, when he had heard our story, with great 
alacrity arose, and furnished every comfort the house 
afforded. Time had made changes here: the lady 
who kept this inn a short time ago, 80 celebrated for 
and her attention to travellers, was dead; yet it is but 
zular justice to say, that we found the accommodations 
osed equally good, and Cartwright not behind his prede- 
ding cessor in point of attention and civility. This inn 
and bas been recently fitted up, in a peculiar style of neat- 
it in ness, by Mr. Oakly, and forming the central house 
887 between the plain and mountainous country, is a 
mal great accommodation to travellers. The village of 
pale Maentwrog, with its white-washed cottages, is truly 
que WO picturesque. - It takes its name from a large upright 
> of I «tone, called the Stone of St. Twrog, standing in 
ror, the centre of the vale. The hills are moderately 
into MW high, and thrown about in pleasing variety; the sides 
hile in general are well wooded, especially to the North, 
was being defended from the violence of the West winds. 
re- In one of these native hanging groves, stands Tany 
cep Bwlch Hall, the elegant seat of Mr. Oakly ; who, 
er- at a great expence, has taken advantage of the muni- 
the II ficence of nature, by cutting walks and vistas through 
ed IM tic woods for a considerable extent. The house just 
yd, peeps through the trees, and the majestic oak, and 
ike spreading beech, wave their branches in the wind 


138 TOUR THROYGH NORTH WALES. 


over the sylvan mansion; while the - meandering 
river widening into the eestuary, called the. Traeth 
Vycban, or Little Tide, in opposition to the Traeth 
Mawr, into which it opens to the South, gives a view 
of the ocean, and the peninsula forms « pleading 
termination to the view. R's 

This gentleman unites the refinement of Englih 
manners, with. the hospitality of the country in 
which he has fixed his residence. Instead. of 
being a dead weight upon society, and a drawback 
upon the exertions of less opulent neighbours, his 
Spirit is a blessing to all around him. He invents 
methods of improvement, and sets the example. A 
long tract of marsby soil, rendered useless by the 
overflowing of the tide, Mr. Oakly has regained 
from the 8ea,* by an ingenious method of embank- 
ment. The banks are ornamentcd with white reils, 
and form pleasing walks to visit these regenerated 
 megderws. By means of the grand discovery 
in agriculture, Underdrainiog, this land before 
useless, is become worth 31, per acre per annum, 
The Traeth abounds with N Turns ABA, and in 
the tide ditches the rare and extraordinary plant, the 
Nuria MAKRITIMA, displays its truly wonderful pro- 
perties. Tis Wee plant consists en 


This 8 now in part executed, was conceived % 1 
Wyrine, of Gwedir, in the year 1625. He consulted his illustri- 
ous country man, Sir Hugh Middleton, the great projector of ibe 
new river; but the scheme was never carried into execution, owing 


to want of A e e I 
that period. 
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3 hair-like leaves, proceeding from a tuberous 

oot, formed below in the mud, with little umbels of 
ws seeds pendant upon single foot-stalks, which 
distinguish it from the PoToMaGEToON, to which in 
its habit it is closely allied. These foot-stalks 
consist of elastic spiral lines, having the power 
of elongating or contracting themselves; and thus 
adapting themselves to the varying heights of the 
water, for the preservation of their seeds. Swimming, 
like the little Nautilas, upon the bosom of the 
wave, appeared the CoxrkRvA VAGABUNDA. This 
plant, destitute of a root, is composed of jointed 
threads, of a pale green colour, about two inches 
long, greatly branched and waved in various direc- 
tions, the branches being divided and sub- divided into 
many capillary segments, appearing like wool. A 
this plant swims along upon the ocean, it may be 
called an i#inerant vegetable, and from being waſted 
from one shore to another, a Plant of Passage. 


This, and others of the Order Alge, must confound 


those positive people, who pronounce decisively upon 
things, and prescribe bounds to nature, making loco- 
motion the test between the animal and vegetabla 
kingdom. | 

Here are two neigbbouring ho the one endued 
with the power of depressing or raising itself at 
pleasure, and the other of moving from place to 
place. And if these are not sufficient to demonstrate, 
that plants possess a power of volition, let tha 
doubting naturalist watch the different motions f 
the HED YaaRuM erna, and the tcking and 0 
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of the vegetable Mariner, the CoxrxxvA &6AGR0- 
ra. The proximate) links which ſorm the 
grand chain of nature, though of such different 
shapes and sizes, yet are so similar, as to defy the 
skill of man to say, where a division should take 
place. It was long contested, whether Funguses 
should be arranged in the animal or vegetable de- 
partment. 


many of them growing without light, shew they 
approach towards animals. They certainly form an 


isthmus between the two great continents nd animal 


and vegetable nature. 

Nothing can exceed the beauty of this little dy 
of Maentwrog ; it may, as Mr. Pennant observes, be 
justly called the Tempe of Wales. We pursued the 
course of the stream by which it is divided. It is a 
tract about four miles. in length, composed of rich 
meadows, whose sides are edged with thick groves, 
and barren rugged precipices close the enchanting 
scene. The little river, which beautifully meanders 
through it, is named Dwy'ryd, or the two Fords, 
from the-Cynfael and another stream, whose name 
we could not learn, uniting their waters just. above. 

The Cynfael tumbles through a deep rocky chasm, 
covered with large trees, whose collateral branches 
meet and form a dark shade, and thence by three 
falls descends foaming into a deep pool, encircled with 
bold impending rocks. In the midst of the torrent 
rises a columnar rock, termed Pulpit Hugh Llwyd 
Cynfael. Hugh lived in the time of James the 


Their animal smell, when burnt, and 
taste in cookery, with a tendency to putrefaction, and 
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First, was esteemed a magician of the highest 
magnitude, and is said invariably from nn Station to 
have delivered his incantations. | N 

Near the village of Festiniog, is a hep at 
Roman road, Fford or Sarn Helen. It is a high 
military way, thrown up with stones about eighty- 
yards wide, for the convenience of the Roman army 
across this almost impassable tract. There is every 
reason to suppose, that there were several roads of 
this kind, communicating through the whole Prin- 
cipality. A similar one is discoverable' at Craig 
Ferwyn, in Merioneth ; at Y Gym Wynas, in Caer- 
narvon; and Llanbeder, in Cardigan; and the road 
from Neath to Brecon is distipguished by a similat 
appellation: from which Camden conjectures, it was 
one of the many public works performed during the 
reign of Helena, mother of Cane” the _ 
Brit. Vol. II. p. 791. 

Near Rhyd Halen“ is the celebrated bill of 
Micknant, on which are the monumental remains of 
the Men of Ardudwy, called Beddeu gwy Atdudwy. 
They are almost six feet in length, with a small stone 
at the head, and another at the ſeet: they are about 
thirty in number, from two to three feet high, and 
twelve inches broad: there were probably many more. 
Near them are still remaining a Carnedd and several 
circles of stones, the largest fifty feet in diameter. A 
circular wall of stones once encompassed the whole, 
which is no longer complete ; the stones having been 


* Here grows Lxrtbium rau and CARDAMINE PETR.&A. 
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carried away for the purposes of building. That 
these are monumental remains of men 8Jain in battle, 
at a very early period, there is no room to doubt 
but on what occusion it is not easy to develope: 
Tradition attributes their cause to a battle ſought 
between the Men of Dyffryn Ardwdwy, and the 
Men of Denbighshire, on an affair of gallantry, 
The former wishing to increase the population 
of their country, as a means of becoming better able 
in future io cope with their more powerful neighbours, 
made a speculative inroad into Dyffryn Clwyd; 
and lay ing hands upon a number of-the beautiful 
damsels, for which the vale was ſumed, proceeded 
with their fair booty towards their own country; 
and had arrived thus far in safety. Here the ravishers 
were overtaken by the Men of Denbigh ; when a 
desperate conflict ensued, in which most of the Men 
of Ardwdwy were slain; and the prey rescued out 
of their hands. The story adds, that the ravishers 
had 8 far won the hearts of the fair, that, on their 


defeat, they refused the offered protection, and rather 


than return home, unanimously rushed into an ad- 
joining lake, thence denominated Llyn y Morwynion. 
I need not observe, that in this story, you will r 

recognise tie 0 of the Sabines. 


Yours, &c. 
J. E. 
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LETTER VII. 


Dan SIR, Cuernarvon, þ--4 


Lime the fairy vale, we had eight miles 
of the worst road in the Principality“ to encounter: 
from Tany bwlch almost to Bedd Kelert. It is the 
only communication between the wild mountains of 
Merioneth, and the alpine heights of Caernarvon : 
Ergo nil deeperandum ed ommia lentanda. Accom- 
panied by our intelligent guide, and having given 
the horses a day's rest, we ended the steep hill 
that overlooks Mr. Oakly's house. 

Mountain now rose above mountain to the clouds; 
5 that the difficulties we had past seemed lost in 
comparison with the unwelcome prospect. The re- 
tospect was highly pleasing : the opposite verdant 
hills and luxuriant woods; the church and com- 
fortable village of Maentwrog, the diminisbing vale, 
vith its fertile meads and winding stream, formed 
a striking contrast to the rude and ferrific scenes 
before us. 


A whbccription was now going forward for making a new road 
wound the foot of the mountain, which, though longer, will be a 
great accommodation to the traveller: and a letter from a friend 
informs me that a number of hands are already employed in the 
work ; and that it is likely to be completed the enzuing wmmer, = 
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The mountains, almost bare, consist of huge pro- 
zecting rocks; fragments lying in undigested heaps, 
with crumbling strata; and the whole surface des- 
titute of any thing like vegetation, save the Licuax 
CALCAREUM,* here and there changing the colour 
of the rock, exhibited- the wildest confusion. 
Perhaps nothing can exceed the dreary. aspect and 
awful desolation of the first five miles of this road, 
No vestige of a dwelling ; no mark of human ſoot- 
step, nor the least trace of its being inhabited. It 
appeared like a country shaken by internal conwul- 
eions, from which vegetable, as well as animated 
nature, had affrighted fled. It seemed matter in- 
capable of form or usefulness ; left in its elemental 
state; dismissed by nature from her care, and dis 
inherited of her favours : and forcibly reminded. vs 
of Burnet's observation on Caernarvonshire, cc That 
it was the fragment of a demolished world.” 
Ascending for a mile, we attained a mountainots 
plain, with a scanty sprinkling of balf-starved starved'sheep, 
almost equally barren and rude in its appearance. 
The country here afforded very little variety; what 
was not naked rock, was covered with heath and 
ling, giving shelter to the black and red groust; 
with now and then a stream gusling from the fis- 
| cured rock. Justly is it observed, the eye accus- 


= This plant i the due thi vegetates bn naked rocks ; covering 
them with a kind'of tapestry : drawing its nourichment principally 
from the air. After it perishes, sufficient earth is left for different 


motses to take root; and thus in the courge of time soil enough is 
A ATE. 
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tomed to view the ſertile parts of - nature; to roam 
over golden harvests and flowery. pastures, must be 
atonished and en at this ertentive tract! Wa | 
bopeless sterility. Bange: afiode U. | 

Ascending still bigder we gained AN WE * 
Moel Wyn yr Hydd'z leaving the more loſty one of 
Moel wyn Gwyn on our right. Here the length» 
ened gloom was relieved by the surrounding views: 
and the eye was diverted by the distant scenery. 
Before us the dark naked rocks of 'Snowdon ; be- 
lind us its rival Cader: to the West the Dwyryd, 
opening in the Traeth Mawr to the bay; the Irish 
Sea, Barmouth, Harlech Castle, and the extensive 
peninsula of Penmorfa, 8 out-to bed vile 
to its point of Aberdoron. : 

However difficult we found Ah activities, [| 
trouble of descending the Cwms, into the vales, was 
11] more $0; Both ourselves and beasts, sometimes 
up and sometimes down, were glad of every shelf in 
the rock as a place of halting. | Hitberto we bad 
borne up with tolerable temper, full of the idea, that 
Pont aber glas In, would more than compensate 
for any temporary inoonyenience; but we were now 
to encounter a 50cne that EN. 6 all _ at 
description, an alpine tom. 

The morning was lowering, and as we 15 the 
ferent ascents, the peak of Snowdon, Moel y 
Wyddfa, capt with clouds, became invisible. The 
darkness began to gather round, as we proceeded ; and | 
ve perceived driving clouds passing rapidly beneath 
dur feet, round some of the hills we, had "wy Mr 

L 


/ 
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cended; The sheep were filing down the'declivities 


A 

ary shelter, as though apprebensive of danger. ade 
Prom these appearances our guide prognostieated Ws 

an approaching storm: we halted and deliberated  _._ 
what was best to be done : but being rather more gelb 
than balf way towards Bedd Kelert, delideration on bene 
served to remind us of our unpleasant situation. |... 
To retresd our stops would have been attended with (lou. 
equal inconvenience as proeeeding. Phe county duc. 
afforded no shelter; no vestige of a hut ; nor wa vatio 
to be expected in a country devoid of vegetation. i ,_ tr 
The darkness momentarily inereased, the mis gese- 
elouds left 'their towering heights, and gaining \..... 
strength by approximating towards the heavier one but 


beneath, soon became formidable from coalition. 
The winds became clamorous from the West and 
North; and, meeting with currents from the moun- 
' tain vistas, soon blew an harricane. - All foreboded 
a dismal issue. Phe guide forgot his usual gaiet) 


and loquacity, and began to sbake and mutter aff and , 
few inarticulate sounds. Despairing of making ouſ] |. 

| gheape, we relaxed in our exertions, and became Im 
less quick and firm in our steps: the very beau methe 
hook their heads and anorted, as . sengible Wt 

of the perilous situation. joini 
A general torpor at length: beised 40 whole patty; This f 
and visibly panic-struck we patiently waited the a. ind h 
sailing elements; like mariners, who after ever 50 * 
effort to save the vessel proves abortive, give WI ben 


their toil in despeir, and patiently look for the car A boy 
ing destruetion. L | | % ; 


— 
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A general gloom, like that of f f'a total ec tal ect; lie, per- 
vaded the whole atmosphere: "the DN mov 
tain scenery we had before admired, had 77 
vanished. Heaven and earth Seemed blended to- 
gether :_ the crumbling strata and Shivering, 
beneath our feet, afforded us the only vestig s of the | 
latter; while in the former , cloud dashed againgt 
cloud in angry conflict. "To this war, of elements, 
succeeded the fiercest torrents of rain that the 
nation can conceive: to ay it, "poured, ; would be 
to trifle with language: no words a are adequate to a 
description of the storm. To those 70 aye 52 a 
water-Spout at sea, the . conception. n may by be ensy ; ; 
but to those who have not, we can only say, 
we appeared in the situation of persons placed 
under one of those mountain cataracts-before de- 
seribed, with its waters rusbing dow upon our 
heads. To those who” never have vidited: "Alpine 
countries, no adequate deseription can. de given ; 
and to those who are. familiar with .them, Aer 
louring will appear extremely faint. 
Impelled by imperious necessity to adopt FRG 
method for self. preservation, after being 12 
beaten down, we had recourse to crossing arms a 
joining 8boulders; closing like wrestlers for support. 
This from the violence-of the wind, at length failed; 
and had it not been from a circumstante; otherwise 
too trifling to mention, . it is probable l bave 
been materially injured, had we - egcaped with life, 
A boy, about fifteen, had followed us Several miles, 
Y, L 2 


1 
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to open the gates, in te walls that Separate C 
the different lordships, whom we had just before I xo 
diemissed with a small gratuity. | To our surprise de odo 
was not gone; but setting up a. plaintive cry, he 
ran towards the south; and instinct induced us to 
follow. We were not able to keep pace with him, 
but found him zafe lodged behind a vast rock, which 
raised its head above the otber fragments. On a shelf 
of this, to the leeward, by an habit he had probably 
IX of the sheep, he lay rolled up like a sleeping 
se. Behind the covert of the same rock, we ob- 
3 | boſe till the violence. of the storm was past. 
In about an bour we were able to proceed "AP 
"what, in England, would be called beavy rain. 9 7 


8 mn [f 


- © It is an observation that has frequently been made by « 
uk have travelled over mountainous countries, that when on the 
tummits they oſten experienced heavy rains, thick fogs, snows, t. 
but, . N in 

oky. . 

It is 2260 aupposed chat pH have a Peril power of 


attracting clouds-and meteors ; this we leave to those akilletl in the 
doctrine of occult causes. The air in vallies, it is well known, b 
much heayier than flying vapour; and therefore better fir to vip 
port the light air that floats on the tops of mountains. When va- 
pours are put into a violent agitation, and partially condensed by 
winds, or other external cauzes, they collect into clouds and miau; 
and by their own specific gravity fall till they meet with soch air 
as is able to svpport-them ; with this they mix and swim about, 
being every way dispersed, and the sky becomes serene and clear: 
but if they meet not with such air on the tops of hills, then they 
e, e- and fall in rain to the S Fa. 
POO _ 127 J. Newton, . | | 


ron Toben Bohr waits. lid 

On a boggy plain we found the beautiful OsxunDA 
REGALIS, and the air was highly.perfumed with, the 
odoriferous buds of the Myrica ALR. It is a little 


extraordinary that this plant, certainly possessed of 
powerful qualities, should find no admission into bur 


Materia Medica, The poor inhabitants are not in- | 
attentive to its virtues ; they term it Burli, or the 
emetic plant, and use it for this purpose. An infu- 
ion of the leaves as tea, and an external applica- 
tion of them to the abdomen, are cousidered as * 
certain and efficacious vermiſuge. It is made A. 
substitute for hops in brewing {a decoction is used 
in the morbus pedicularis, and in the vulgar species 
of herpes, It furnishes a yellow dye. for. woollen 
cloth; and by its powerful odour is ial. to moths | 
and bugs. 

Linneus suggests that camphor might be 8 
from it. The cones boiled in water Yield a scum 
amilar to bees - wax, capable of being made into 
candles, like those made in America from at another 
pecies, MyRICA CRRIFBRA. : 

Descending a gullied road, formed — the a action 
of water, we came on a sudden upon 5 


There is another cause ha the prodigious condensation of mois- 
ture ; the dashing of moving clouds against the mountains,” In 
misty days this may be seen in plains ; where an eminent tree, by 
obstrueting the mist in its courte;"will have a much greater quan- 
tity of moisture drop from its leaves than falls to the ground at the 
ame time in its vicinity. Vu. White's Hintory of Selborne, se. 


— 
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\ | 


Kune ne Gras Lyn,” . 


"The first view, having recently passed so much 
# the wonderful, was not particularly striking.— 
It presented on! y. a narrow bridge of one arch, 
thrown over an alpine stream. But entering on 
the bridge, | the surprising scenery began to be 
deyeloped. The arch is sprung g across a deep 
rocky chasm, through which a rapid river rolls 
its waters down the step declivities of the 
mountains, in angry roar, over. buge fragments of 
rocks, which intercepting and arresting its course, 
add to its maddened rage and irresistible | impetu- 
oaIty. Just above the bridge, a emicireular ledge 
of rock lifts itself about fifteen feet above the water; 
forming: a small, but beautiful fall, and an admitabl 
Salmon Leap. | 
In the season, choc of salmon, crowding rom 
the sea, pass up the riyer to the 8ballows : W 
they « come to this ohstruction, with an instinctive 
resolution not.to be dismayed, they throw themselves 
up with gurprising agility over the bar into the pool 
above, which they perform by bending their tails to 


At the latter end of the year, sometimes as early as the hegin- 
ning of. October, the salmon begin to press up the rivers as far as 
they can reach, to deposit their milt and spawn: having effected. | 
this, and left it in security on the zhallows, they return to the aca 21 
— . AL ARENS « tho 
of seeing them perform. theee feats of agility, |. TOE ot lous r 


/ * 
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their mouths, thus making a eireuler spring.“ S6mes 
times, this they may leap with grester force,” they 
xcize hold, of their tail, with their teeth, and dy dis- 
engaging it with violerice, east themgelyes up from 
the water several yards high; to the great amlize- 
ment of the spectators, Ausonius has recorded this 


admirable property ; 


« Nec te puniceo rutilantem ho Ae, 
Transierim, latæ cujus vaga verbera caudz} ö 
Gurgite de medio aummmas referuntur in undas, 
Occultus placido cum proditur 32 pulsus. 
wipes 3 Nos B11. 


Near is a VM fishery, and the quantities taken 
formerly must have been much greater than at pre- 
zent; as it was once honoured with regal observa- 
tion. In che time of Henry IV. this was deemed 
a royal wear, and rented of the crown by Robert ap 
Meredydd. It probably was in royal fayour prior to 
that period ; for the salmon was in bigh esteem 
among the Welch, was considered as game, and 
the only species, Mr. Pennant 9 that was 
protected by law. 

The salmon are taken by strong cord. nets ; wo 
many by spcaring ; at which, as I have. before hinted, 


0 Mr. . n this, 10 a ' vulgar error; 1 s, 
*« those he za iprung up quite vtraight, and w_ nn * 
lous motion.“ Brit, Zool. Vol. III 287. FOI Fl, 14. 


It is possible, as many of them muke e als when 
one mode fails, 2 1 0 
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the Welch are very expert : this may be a less refinet 
but it is certainly a more noble mode of capture, 
than that of alluring them by some fascinating bait 
to the fatal; though concealed hook.” The fortner 
is like the manly blow of an open enemy; the latter 
the insidious thrust of the treacherous assassin. 
This celebrated bridge, thrown across the united 
torrents of. the Colwyn and Glas Lyn, connects two 
 craggy precipices, one in Caernarvonsbhire and the 
other in Merioneth, by a semicircular arch of stone, 
tho span of which is thirty feet, the crown, about 
fifty feet above the water level. 
Passing the bridge the scenery is the most mag- 
nificent that can be imagined ; the eye becomes 
fixed, and the mind wrapt in emotions of silent 
wonder. Below the bridge the torrent still flows 
over ledges of rock towards the sea; encompassed 
with sloping rocks, diyersified by a few ſorest trees 
and bush wood on the margin of the waters. Above, 
the perpendicular dark cliffs rise one beyond the 
other, as far as the eye can reach, ascending in the 
greatest irregularity a thousand feet high ; and their 
summits terminating in the most grotesque and 
fanciful shapes: with dark excavations, and lateral 
fissures, whence issue tributary torrents that roar. in 
distant murmurs, to the very bowels of the moun- 
tains; the opposite projecting crags threaten. to 


overwhelm the road; which is a narrow shelf cut 
out of the solid rock at a considerable expence. Ia 
a word, every thing contributes in a high degree 


to render this a scene of sublimity, arising 


possibi 
finishe 
Wi 
the flo 
longin 
levels 
with s 
injurio 
state, 
of Par 
folded 
chasm 
every | 
brown 
bind 
the br 
In 
forgot 
we th 
remin 
now h 


- . Py * ” . 
3 I, 
; * 


Tour THROUGH NORTH WALES, 166 
from the combination of gloom and grandeur, 'The 
mountains exhibit on both sides similar strata ; they | 
run in a serpentine form nearly parallel, and so close 
as barely to leave room for the waters, that descend 
from the lakes, to pass between them. Above the 
bridge there is scarcely a symptom of vegetation; 
gave a few solitary yews ; and here and there a tuft. 
of grass, sufficient to tempt the famished” goat to 
its destraction. The poor animal will sometimes 
leap down to these verdant spots; and, without a 
possibility of return, is left to perish, after i it has 
finished the dear bought repast. | 

Winding round the mountain, on the margin of 
the flood, we passed an adit of a copper mine, be- 
longing to Sir W. W. Wynne, From one of its 
levels ĩssues a stream of water, strongly impregnated 
with sulphat of copper, which in time must prove 
injurious to the fishery-: the work is in a thriving. 
state, and the ore very superior in its quality to that 
of Paris mountain. Every step wo proceeded un- 
folded new scenery; the strata of this immense 
chasm, not only assume all shapes, but all colours; 
every sbade from the lightest grey to the darkest 
brown and black; while the sun emerging from be- 
bind a cloud, tinged the variegated tops with all. 
the brilliant tints of light and-:gold. 

In contemplating this wonderful pass, we bad 
forgotten our difficulties in approaching it; nor did 
we think of our wet condition, till cold shiverings 
reminded us of our uncomfortable situation. We 
now hastened our steps, and goon obtained sight af 

: a F 
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the threefold vale, in which stands the vial 
_ Bgpp-KxLent, near the conflux of the Colwys 
and Glas Lyn. It consists of a few straggling 
houses, little inviting either in appearance or situs- 
tion, and the inn is only distinguishable from the 
rest, by a rude board over the door, = C to 
Snowdon lives here.” 

\ Thoroughly drenched, and having no a A 
what was in the same condition, we judged it pru- 
dent to retire to bed, while our cloaths we presented 
to the fire. In this laughable dinner position, the host 
quickly brought us a dish of fried eggs and bacon, 
and excellent cwrw., With an appetite suitable to 
the food, we made an, excellent meal. 

Much of our pleasure, and that of the eben 
Und, arises from reflections of an heterogeneous 
nature. Miserable as these accommodations would 
have been considered on other occagions, on this 
they were productive of comforts scaroely to be ex- 
pressed. We contrasted the ruthless situation we 
had just been in, to the 8nug warm birth between 
the blankets; and every morsel and drop taated. 
aweeter on the reflection. The quiet of our little 
cottage seemed fairy land to the region of winds we 
had leſt; and was delightſul, because it afforded us 
a welcome refuge ſtom the meroiless storm, with 
which we had been recently persecuted. pd 

You would have amiled to have ssen us reolined 
on our respective couches, and fed like 80, many 
invalids in the clinical wards of an hospital. And 
it is not improbable, from. the surly appearance of 

5 


our hos 
that he 
Valetuc 
about 
against 
and att 

Hou 
and we 
our esc 
to purs 

The 
would. 
story Is 
thing \ 
its aut} 

At a 
by the! 
Great) 
wot, \ 
was Ot 
attemp 
cradle, 
that w. 
animal 
Was OY 
On thi 
terving 
mediat 
infant 
and 1 
how g 


ha - 
" P ; 4 
" * 7 
* 


TOUR -THROUGH NORTH. WALES, 1335 
our host, that he might augur from: this beginning. 
that he should have his apartments occupied by. 
Valetudinarians, ſor some weeks; and was casting 
about in his mind, (for our dirty appearance was 
against us) how he was likely to be paid for his food- 
and attendance. | 

However the precaution was ned | in nels 
and we have to attribute to this, prudential, measure,, 
our escaping a severe indisposition, and being able 
o pursue our route in health and spirits. 

The origin of this village is 80 singular, that is 
would be unpardonable not to give it you. The. 
ory is handed down by tradition, and there is no- 
thing upon the face. of it to induce. me to doubt of, 
ts authenticity, 

At an early period, when hw —_ formidahle 
by their numbers in Wales, a prince (Llewelyn the, 
Great) came to reside for the hunting seaepn at this, 
pot, with his wife and children. While the family 
was one day absent, « wolf ontered the house and 
en wiempted 19 kill an infant, that was left asleep In a 
ated cradle. Tho prince's faithful dog named Ki- Hart, 
ittle i that was watghing by the aide, gciged the rapactous, 


wo I inimal, and killed it. In the struggle the cradle, 
, overturned, and lay upon the wolf and obild. 
with on tho prince's return, missing the child, and ob- 
# Kerving the dog's. mouth 8tained with, blood, he im- 
ned WW mediately concluded Kill-Hart had murdered; the. 

infant ; and;in a paroxyam of. rage, drew, bis sword. 
And WW and ran the animal. through the heart, . But. 
of WW bow great was his surprise, when on raplacing, tha, 
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cradle, he found the wolf dead and his child alive) I Benedi 
and what was his mortification, when the faithfyl I vas im 
dog that had preserved the infant, lay dead at his IN It quic 
ſeet: a victim to his too hasty resentment . He able, a 
caused the creature to be honourably interred, erected I be hac 
à monument to his memory, and built a church, and I which 
dedicated it to St. Maty, as a grateful —_ . hundre 
the preservation of his child. bertines 

It is situated by the side of the river, and how 
small, is said to be the highest in Snowdonia, It 
consists of an aisle and one . with marks of 
another. A chapel on one side is supported by 
pointed arches, and two neat pillars, It was con- 


ventunl, and formerly belonged to a priory of Augus 
tine Monks, of that class called Gilbertines, © 
As you may not have heard of this singular 
order of Recluees, I will introduce an to your 
acquaintance, 
A. D. 1148, contrary to the constitution « 


Justinian, one Gilbert, Lord of Semptingham, in thug al 
Lincolnshire, judging it unnatural that bein WM 1. 
whom Gov had formed to be u mutual bleing w I. 
each other, 8hould be separated ; contrived a plan 5 


that should further the spirit of devotion, while it 
offered no violetice to the Social bar that 5 But 
double mtonasteries, 

Having studied in Prone, on his return, he 6. 
structed in the liberal arts a number of youth of both 
sexes. Out of these he selected a certain number of I to the 
each; and gave them a rule to observe, partially e , Ryr 
tracted from those of the orders of St. Augustin andvt. 


5 z * 
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Benedict, This order appeared 80 reasonable, that i it 
was immediately confirmed by Pope Eugene III. 
It quickly excited public attention, became faghion- 
able, and 80 increased, even in Gilbert's time, that 
he had lived to see thirteen houses founded ; "a 
which were seven hundred brethren and thirteen” 
hundred sisters, associated under the mw et Gil- 


bertines. 


1 appears from the regulations of 80 . Bridget, 
there were to be. a double number of nuns; that 
both sexes were to meet daily at chapel ; but the 
men to keep below and the women above. One of 


the monks to be conſessor under the title of Prior, 
who was to have, the regulations of religious mat- 
ters; and one of the vigters to have the regulalonn 
of the household, as Lady Able. But I must not 
omit, that to avoid all gugpicion of scandal, at ordi- 
nary times they were to keep their regpective apart- 
ments, To which a cotemporary wag C. 


thus alludes yo | ? 


The Monks ding the mut, the Nuns ing the ober 3 
Thus diner and iet take pan with the brother; _ | 
Bodies, not voices, a wall doth dissever; 
So, devoid of dn vdo, bey int both together, kr. k. 


But I refer you to Nigel Wirtker, i in Speculo Shue: 
un, for ſurther information. | 

Here formerly was an abbey, probably erected at 
the same time as the church. Tanner attributes it 
to the last Llewelyn. But this is eyidently an. error, 
is Rymer records a charter for certain lands bextow- 
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ed upon it by Llewelyn the Great. It was taker 
under the protection of Edward I. and bestowed on 
the abbey at Chertsey, by Henty VIII. At the 
Dissolution the revenues, according to Dugdil, 
amounted to L£.70 I. 8d. There are not the 
smallest remains of this once celebrated abbey ; to 4 tor 

is the spot positively known where it stood. A place 
called Dol y Lleian, or the Meadow of the Nun, 
is shown for it: If so, it confirms Mr. Pennant' 
| idea of its been a house for Religious of both 
Leros. 

Entering the pleasing vale of Colwyn, we came tb 
the souree of the river Llyn y Cader. On our lk 
was Llyn y Dywarchen, or the Lake of the S6d; 
celebrated by Gyraldus for its Insula erratica, or wan- 
dering island. He says, “it is set in motion by the 
winds towards the shore, and sometimes rejoins it 
native banks: that cattle have been surprized on it 
by a contrary gale, and carried a short voyage from 
the shore. Gyraldus has been considered as an un- 
faithful topographer ; and this, amidst a variety of 
others, has been one of the errors set in array against 
him. It is with pleasure I assert, that the fact cor- | 
roborates the statement of his always lively, and often {MW riches 
accurate pen, It is a piece of land, which consists of cloud: 
turf and peat, torn off by some oonvulsion, and keft lghtf 
compact by the thick entangling roots that bound 
in this species of soil. It is of an' ifregular choÞs 
about 30 ſeet long. 

To those who are inelined to smile, at 80. diminu- 
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tive a sod being termed an island, the recording it 
may appear trifling ; but if a small portion may be- 


come sufficietitly buoyant, to bear the weight of cattle 
and float upon the water, a larger may also and 


thus the fact be established, that an author may de- 


xcribe a floating island, without deserring che impu- 
tation of an hyperbolical writer. eaten 
On our right we passed another ascent to Show owdony 


where the base extending to a considerable breadth, 


presented a track less steep than some others. The 
Sons of Snowdon Moel, Elian, and Castell Cedwm, 
arose to the right; while the beautiful Lake of 
Cawellyn expanded its waters on our left; 'which'is 
near two miles in length and half a one in breadth. 
The road lies close in, its margin on the eastern 
ide, which is flat; when the wind is bigh the wa- 
ters overflow the road, At the back of the 


lake, on the opposite side, rises perpendicular of a 


micircular shape, Moel Mynydd Mawr ; the dark 
appearance of whose fissured rocks, forms a fine 
contrast to the beautiful transpareney of its waters. 
The different shades of its precipices, reflected from 
the surface, appeared variegated in stripes of the 
richest colours, like lutestring ; and the passing 


clouds increased the moving diversity. This de- 
lightful effect was heightened. by the golden rays 


a bright declining sun; who, before he retired to tha 
ocean, was beaming bis n 2 the * 
jects around us, | 


This lala is nated Gar a epecios. of Cu, (au, 
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alpinus, Lin.) called Torgoch, or Red Belly, found IM the bre 
formerly in Llyn Peris, and in some of, the lakes of I feet b. 
Switzerland: and whqever has travelled through the even s 
Grisons, would, from the great similarity of the top an 
scenery, conceive he had been wafted by magic to IM the pl 
that alpine country. The road we had passed, was I rusbes 
not unlike that from Grenoble to Susan. 10 3 1 netwis 
The Cbarr are taken in nets during the first win- vinds, 
ter months 3 and after the season retire to inne- bumb! 
cessible depths, _ them! 
A little farther is a fine caxcade 9 by the by int 
Fai, or Gwyrfai issa, running from the lake, and light 
ruhing ji into the yale ; which now begins to expand, door t 


consists of fine meadows, the hills retiring to a dis. by a b 
tance, in which is the small village of Bettws Gar- vbich 
mon, its church being dedicated to St. Germain. MW the ga 


Quitting the vale, we ascended an extensive plain, I vey. 
strewed with a number of cottages, that gave an Ml tbe 7: 
idea of considerable population. The cottages. of from t 
Caernaryon appeared worte than those of Merioneth; 
and this was generally the case, as we proceeded in 
a westerly or north- westerly direction, towards the 
sea. Here turf or clay with chopped rushes, sup- 
plies the place of stone. The form is generally ob- 


long, the length very considerable, compared, with 


- ® This is the Welch generic name for both ibe rel nd gilt Ghar? 
Mr. Pennant-thinks them both one species, but the difference ob- 
tervable in the formation of the jaws, = 
ing, is sufficient to establish distinct specie. 


+ The season commences in November, and coatinnee about fre 
or six weeks, ) 
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the breadth and height. The walls are about sin 
ſeet high, over which are raised maiden poles, not 
even stripped of their bark for rafters, and pegged at 
top and bottom; a few smaller ones interwoven serve 
the place of laths ;' over these is placed heath: or 
rushes, kept down by ropes of the latter, extending 
netwis eover them, as a security against the turbulent 
winds, by which in this exposed country, even these 


\ bumble dwellings are liable to be assailed. Some of 


them have lattices ſor the admission of light, ſormed 
by interwoven, sticks; but for the most part tho 
light is admitted through the entrance way, for 
door there is none: but this deficiency is supplied 
by a hurdle, formed of a few watlings and rushes, 
which in bad weather is raised perpendicular to stop 
the gap. An aperture in the roof serves for a chim- 
ney. This is not made directly over the fire, lest 
the rain should extinguish it; but a little distance 
from the perpendicular line. The smoke, therefore, 
as may be expected, fills the place before it is able 
to obtain vent; but this inconvenience habit has 
rendered tolerable.* 


Such we'the-duilliags in Wibke peu ths tow". 


babitants of the most opulent and powerful nation 
upon earth at present live, and in which the Genius 
of Virtue and Content Seems to delight t to dwell. 


„e ee style, generally | 

having one or two bed- rooms above fairs z as well as one separated 
from the kitchen: but even here, pigs, asses; and other domestid 
mimals, take up their abode and form part of the family, 


102 ron roten worrn WALKS, 
Curiosity tempted. me to enter one of them; the 
dark mud wall, rocky floor, and a few brown rusbes, 
the family bed, suggested the idea of a den; the 
parents and their numerons progeny, were assembled 
round a 8mall fire of peat, which the father had jut 
"brought" home from the adjoining moor; this the 
wife was economically placing upon the stones, to 
produce a commodious beat, while the ragged off. 
ering were lisping, in language hoarse, their dad's 
return. A large stone jugof liquor, called diodgriafel, 
which the good woman had been sedulously pre- 
paring against the husband's arrival, stood near, 
and was now, with the supper of potatoes, about to 
| be quiffed ; the success of the day's exertion, 
und the hopes of still better to-morrow, were the 
subjects of conversation; and the day wanne 
ms setting sun. 

To those habituated to | magnificent Wales 6 avd 
this luxuries of polished life, it might appear im- 
possible, that any thing, but discontent and degpdi 
eould be the asse futes of such en want and 


+. 4 This is made of ſhe berries of the e again. 
(Roa Tree) abundant in, most parts of Wales; by pouring water 
over them, and setting the. infusion by to ferment, When kept 
for some time, this is by no means an unpleasant liquor; but nects- 
sity obliges there children of penury to use it, without waiting fer 
the fermentative process. In Scotland a spirituous liquor is obtained 
by dintilletion 3 and Gmelin informs us, the $ame use is wude of 
them by the natives of Kamachatea. This tree is held in high venen- 
tion. by the tuperstitious : a small patt of it is carried abaut as 8 
defence againit inchantment ; and a branch of the Roan is considered 
infallible iu protecting cattle from” the injury of witchcraft, = 


7 
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che vetcbedness. But digcovering, as I did, muck cheers 
rashes, ſulness ant! satisfaction, I was led to assent to the 
' ; the assertion, that * Max dans ben hdg nor des lt. 
long:“ and to say wich the Poet - 


4 Yet still, * Content en grad x charm, 
Redress the clime, and all its rage disarm. 
Tho? poor the peasant's hut, his feasts tho" amal, | 
He sees his little lot, the lot of all 
Sees no contiguous palace rear its head, | 
To shame the meanness of his humble shed 
No costly lord the sumptuous banquet deal, 
To make him loath the vegetable meal! 
But calm, and bred in ignorance and toil, | mA 
Each wish contracting, fits him for the soil. 
Cheerful as mori, he wakes from short repose, 
Breathes the keen air, and carols as he goes; 
At night returning, every labour sped, 

He its him damn, the monarch of a shed; 
Sthiles by his cheerful fire, and round surveys 
His children's looks, that brighten in the blaze ; 
While his lov'd partner, boastful of her hoard, - 
Displays her cleanly platter on the board. 
Thus every good, his native wilds impart, 
Tags AE EIS his heart.“ 

GoLDmirH. 


We ae Rhyddol, which here assumes the 
name of Seiont, over a stone bridge of no striking 
appearance, either as to its plan or execution. It 
contains a tablet, informing the traveller, it was built 
by the modern Inigo, Harry Parry, This had the 
| appearance of egregious vanity, but, on inquiry, we 
* —W found, that H. P. could claim this title, without the 
M2 | 
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least arrogance of pretension; since he had'thrown 
bridges across alpine rivers, that bad baffled the 
skill of more celebrated architects, several of "which, 
after having resisted the violence of floods, were till 
Temaining, and. likely to remain, as monuments to 
perpetuate the fame of this humble mason. 
Passing the church of Llan Beblic, we. 8000 
arrived at CaERN Ayo W. 1 
This was the ancient Sggontium, mentioned by 
Antoninus; was a Roman station in the time of 
Constantine; and Matthew Paris says the bady of 
Constantinus, the father of that Emperor, was found 
buried here, A. D. 1283. The scite of the old city 
is about a mile from Caernarvon, by the road, to 
which from Pwllheli it is intersected. The remains 
of a Roman road are still visible from this: place to 
Dinorwig. - It lays on the eastern Banks of the 
Seiont. Some remains of the walls are still to be 
seen, the cement of which appears harder than the 
stone itself, A single stone remains here, wich these 
letters S. V. C.; probably for S-gontium Ls Con- 
Stanlini; Helen or her husband Constantine having 
built it. It was defended by a fort, erected on the 
steep western bank of the Seiont, where it forms a 
curve, about four hundred yards from the present 
town, which is almost entire. The walls are about 
- twelve fect high, and about eighty yards square, with 
circular parallel holes running the whole length. 
Wbere the facings are dilapidated, the peculiarity 
of Roman masonry is easily discoverable. The 
church of Trer'Beblic is very ancient, and apparently 


BY 

TOUR- THROUGH NORTH WALES. 103 

of Roman origin, dedicated to St. Publicius, son of 
Maxen Wledic, and of Helen, daughter of Endda, 
Duke of Cornwall, who retired from the World and 
took a religious habit. (Via. Mona Antiqua.) 
Richard II. gave this church, and its dependent 
Chapel of Caernarvon, to the Nuns of St. Mary in 
Chester, in consideration of their great poverty. On 
the Dissolution, they were annexed to the See of 
Chester, and at present form oe of the. 0 

of that bishopric. 1 

This city, after the departure of the Romans from 
the island, was occupied by the Britons ; and by 
them denominated Caer ar fo6n, i. e. a strong hold 
opposite a river; which with the. insertion of n 
cup honiæ gratis, made Caernasfon. Gyraldus mentions. 
It as a considerable place 1138 ; and a charter dated 
1221, issued by Llewelyn the Great, proves that it 
did not receive this name from King Edward. This 
at a very early. period was a seat of the British 
Princes. Roderic resided here A. D. 750; (Vid. Mon. 
Antiq.) and the royal residence by a posterior Roderie 

was removed from henee to Aberfraw, in Angleses. 
Out of the ruins of this city arose the present town, 
justly the boast of North Wales for its situation, 
buildings, harbour, &e. but above all for the grandeur 
of its castle. It was by a charter of King Eduard, 
made a free borqugh. It is governed by a Mayor, 
who is pro 7 | 
one Alderman, and two Bailiffs; there are also a 
Town Clerk and two Serjeants at Mace. The town 
sends one Member to Parliament, who is returned by 


: Deputy-Governor of the Castle, 
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the joint suffrage of Conway, Pwllheli, Nefyn and 
Crickaet b; and the right of voting extends to every 
person is in these places. One extraordinary 
Privilege was, that no Burgess of Caernarvon could 
be convicted of any crime, committed between the 
Conwy and the Dovey, but by a jury of his towns- 
men. . 

The town was originally contained within its pre. 
sent walls; but the suburbs are become of greater 
extent than the town; the streets are at right angles, 
corresponding with the four gates; and what was 
formerly a chapel to the garrison, serves now as the 
parish church. The streets are clean, and the houses 
well built, and it is become a place of fashionable 
resort, during the Summer season ; and when the 
elegant hot and cold baths, erecting by the Earl of 
Uxbridge, are completed, it will probably be inferior 
do no place in this respect. Here are asemblies during 

the Winter months, and a company of comedians 
from Chester were performing, three times nn 
the theatre for the season. 

An inducement ſor many genteel anilies, to revide 
here and in the neighbourhood, is the cheapness'of 
provisions, as well as the pleasantness of the situation. 
Fish is in such plenty, that salmon may be bought 
for 2d per Ib. a pair af fine goals rs and _—_ 
sorts much lower. 

A circumstance that daily happens here will 
obviously strike a stranger. The beverage of the 
generality of the people is butter-milk, Persons 
collect it from ſarm houses, and bring it in pots on 


„at 


” 
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borses, and with a,cry not. unlike. that of the London 
milk-maids, retail this useful article. at ane penny per 
quart. The demand is frequendy 80 urgent, that if 
any obstruction happens to the supply, it occasions 
temporary feuds. On my observing to a genteel 
woman, 1 wondered there should be any contention 
about an article, that in England was considered of 
little value, and wishing to be informed, if they 8uby | 
stituted this for beer at meals, I received a reply in & 


key bordering on indignation, Aye, cure and ca 


enough, Cad knows ! I perceived I bad inadvertently, 
touched upon a tender string, and with a submissive 
bow I retired ; remarking to myself, that a trayeller 
should he very cautious how he intermeddles wih 
the customs or the prejudices | of any country 'in 
which he sojourns. 7 
The entrance to the port of Cpornarron is rather. 
dangerous, from the extensive sand banks near, but, 
the harbour is capacious, and vessels of six or seven 
hundred tons ride in gecurity ; and the quay is pecu- 
liarly convenient, as large vessels can nde close ta 
it, and deliver and take in their cargoes. | ; 
The trade has of late years been increasing, thou 
it at present consists more of exports than ron 
slate, &c. to Liverpool, Bristol. and London; coppe 
ore from Llanberis and Paris Mountain to Swangea | 
flannels, webs, stockings, and ochre ſound in 
Anglesea, to America and the West Indies. Its im- 
ports consist chiefly of Irish cloth, fine wool, hides, 
tallow, and grocery goods, for the use of the interior. 
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There is nothing but capital wanting to make 
Caernarvon a considerable place. The County Azizes 
; gre occasionally held bete, and the room over the 
eastern gateway, formerly used as a Custom-houg, 
is converted i into the Sessions-house. This was done, 
as an inscription in front informs us, by the muni- 
ficence of Sir W. Wynne, and his nephew, Thomas 
Wynne, Esq. A. D. 1767. A new Custom- house 
is erected within the walls on the Menai, much more 
convenient for the commerce of the port, I am in- 
debted to the Comptroller of the port, for the an- 
nexed accurate list of vessels that have cleared out, 


and entered inwards, from the port of — 


for the last ten years inclusive. 

Cleared out. WW Entered inwards, — 
— —ę— I 
1790 105| 180] 288 17 151217 | 
11 116 162| 278 1] 18 232] 247 
2 105| 181 | 286 2] 17| 43 263 
3 110 168] 278 3] 9 234] 243 
41 96 282| 378 4] 14 218 283 
| 5} 96 301] 397 5] 17 284 251 
6 129 228| 857 6] 23 229 232 
7 74197] 211 7] 29 198} 227 
8 64] 145] 209 80 11 100 201 
| 9108 180] 238 18201] 219 
— — — — —— — j— —¼ꝝꝓc 
| 1003 pie ger (> | 168 [2198 2360 


This p t is abject 3 in its nn to the oa 
troller of Beaumaris, - 
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We added to our Botanical list of Plants, . in a 
galt marsh opposite Caernarvon Castle, PLANTA 
MARITIMA, P. CORONOPUS, T'RIGLOCHIN MAATTDunf,, 
SAMOLUS VALERANDI, "GLAUX MARITINAa, EveroR- | 
AA PORTLANDICA, &c, On the shore near Llan 
Vaglan, GERANIUM MARITIMUM, 'CHENOPODIUM Ma- 
RITINUM, and SILENE MARTa. 
The Castle of Caernarvon is certaialy the most 


magnificent fortress in North Wales. It is well 


situated ſor natural strength, one side bounded by 
the Menai, another by the Æstuary of Seiont, a third 
by a Creek of the Menai, and the fourth isolated by 
art. The soite was admirably calculated for a strong 
post, and could not fail to strike a Prince of military 
talents, like Edward, as a proper place to erect a 
curb for his newly conquered, and consequently dis- 
catisfied, subjects. It is supposed by some to have 
been of more ancient date ; (Vid. Welch Chron.) 
but the architecture is . that of the tenth cen- 
tury. As the conqueror of the country there is 
great reason for supposing, that Monarch to be the 
founder of the present edifice, (perbaps upon the 
ruins of one more ancient) to check the spirit of in- 
surrection, that might arise in Snowdonia, as he did 
on the Denbighshire ade, by the Cuatles of Wy 
and Rbuddlan. | 

The style of eee is for from simple; and 
the observation of Mr. Barrington seems well found- 
ed, that the plans of the Welch Castles, erected by 
Edward I. were borrowed from the Asiatio ſortresses 
which that Prince had seen in the Holy Land, because' - 


\ * 


170 ron THROUGH NORTH" walks. 


eee 


inserted in the valuable tracts of Le Brun. 
After the conquest was nearly oompleated, in 


1282, the Castle was begun, and in little more 


than a year, this immense building was finished. 
For still further to subdue the haughty people, 
already mortified by a fereign yoke, he imposed the 
hateful task of forging chains for their country, and 
putting the last fatal hand to its independence. The 
peasantry were compelled to perform the -required 
labour, and their chieftains to defray the expence in- 
curred. It is built of a mixture of lime and grit 
stone; some of the materials were furnished by the 
ruins of the old town, and some were brought from 
Vaenol. It forms a bold and striking n and the 
shell is nearly entire. , 

The walls with which the new town was origitaliy 
inclosed, were defended by a number of round towers, 
but are much injured in the battlements. It had two 
entrances, that to the South facing the m_—_ 
and that to the North the Menai. 

The entrance into the Castle is grand, by a may 
tower; in front of which, over the gateway, is placed 
a statue of the royal Founder, with a dagger in his 
hand, in a menacing posture, This was defended by 


four portcullizes. The form of the Castle, inclosing 
an area of about three acres, is oblong : the towers 


are elegant, some pentagonal, some hexagonal, and 
others octagonal; 
and of these the eagle tower, 80 called from a figure 


of that bird placed at the top, is peculiarly beauti» 


two of these stand pre- eminent: 


little « 


pomp 
which 


Prince 


is Wale 
cONer 54 
agreed 
deluded 


arvon 
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ſul, three small angular turrets issuing from it, A 
magnificent apertment is shewn in this tower, where 
Queen Eleanor was delivered of that unfortunate 
more. Monarcb, Edward II. Mr. Pennant says, he was born 
Shed. WW in a little dark room adjoining, the ages of which | 
ople, IM does not exceed: twelve feet by eight ; and adds, 80 
the I little did a royal congort- in those days consult either 

and WW romp or conveniency. But it is of so little moment, 
The which was the spot, where so weak and degenerate: a 
red I Prince first en the light, that I ſee} no inclination'to 
e in- 

grit 

the 
from 
| the 
ally 
vers, 

two 


attempt a decision of. the point at issue. Loet the day 
of his birth be blotted out of the calendar, and the 
place of it crazed from a records of antiquity. 


* In his 16th year, this CA MEE Prince attended at Cheater, 
invested with royal dignity, to receive the homage of bis duped 
rubjectr, according to a convention of his father. The King find. 
ing all methods prove abortive, to win the affections of the Weleb, 
had recourse to a politic, though dangerous experiment, . His Qyeem 
being far gone in a state of pregnancy, though the season was ae= 

uns, vere, being the depth of Winter, be ordered her to repair to the 
Castle of Caernarron. Supposing the time of her delivery to be 

© hp near, he assembled the principal men at Ruddlan to consult about 
bell good; Informed while here; that the Queen was delivered 
iced i © a ton, he addressed the Welch nobility, obcerviog they had often 
his I intreated him to appoint them a Prince, As he bad oceazion 16 
by kave the country at this time, he would comply with their request, 
ins 8 © condition they would swear allegiance to the person he should 
8 I toninate. With this proposition the Welch acquiceced, with the 
. tingle resetve, that he should uppoint owe of their own nation. The 
and King gave them bis assurance, that he would nominate ** ane Bern 
nt: WM ala, who could net det @ word of Englith, and whore life and 
conrversation awauld bear the itricteit inquiry.” This person the Welch 
FY | agreed to own and obey ; but what was the astonishment of these 
WW <luded men, when the King named his own aa ** 8 
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The view we obtained from the summit over the 
Menai, the cultivated fields and valleys of Angleses, 
the high mountains wrapt in clouds, the harbour 
opening into the bay and the ant, was oa more in. 
teresting to us. 
The walls of the eagle tower are two feet thick, 
and those of the ſortress in general eight. A gallery 
runs all round, with frequent openings, for the di- 
charge of arrows on the besiegers. \ 1 
|  Tts establishment was a Constable with a salary of 

40].; and the Captain of the town 12. 37. 4d. 
Twenty-four soldiers were allowed for the defence of 
the place at 4d. per diem each. This probably was 
only the peace establishment. Vid. Doddridge. 

A short period aſter its erection, the strength and 
importance of it was to be tried. A general insur- 
rection was excited in different parts of Wales, under 
three different leaders. Madoc, an illegitimate son 
of the unfortunate Llewelyn, styling himself Prince, 
put himself at the head of the insurgents of North 
Wales. This was occasioned by a subsidy for the 
French war, directed to be levied on the new sub- 
jects. Madoc seized upon Sir Roger de Ruleston, 
Grand Comptroller, first hanged him, and then igno- 
miniously severed his head from his body. The fate 
of the leader befell all his associates. Madoc. then 
proceeded to Caernarvon, which was crouded with 

people, attending an annual fair. The unarmed 
people were barbarouslyslaughtered, the town reduced 
to ashes, and the castle taken. Vid. War. V. II. p. 334. 

In 1644; the town was taken by Captain Swanley, 

a Parlimentarian, who pillaged it of the stores, arms, 
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and ammunition, making ſour hundred prisoners. 
The royalists aſterwards dispossessed him. While 
Lord Byron was Governor, it was besieged by Ge- 
neral Mytton, 1646, and surrendered upon an ho- 
nourable capitulation, In 1648, General Mytton 
and Colonel Mason were besieged in the town by 
Sir John Owen, who hearing that Colonels Carter 
and Twisleton were advaneing to relieve it, raised 
the seize and marehꝛd to oppose them. The parties 
met at Llandegai'; Sir John was deſeated and made 
prisoner, and North Wales soon after submitted to 
the Parliament. Vid. Mitelocl. 

This Castle, like its rival in strength and grandeur, | 
is going fast to decay; and the dilapidating hand of 
Time promises soon to eee en | 
its principal ornamental object. 

In ruminating on scenes like these, a - | 
tion takes a retrospective turn; the changes they 
have undergone forcibly obtrudethemselves; the mind 
is involuntarily hurried away to the periods of their 
decline and (grandeur ; and their progperous and. 4 
astrous days pass in solemn review before us. | 

I reflected on the events, that led to its RANTS 5 
the military prowess and courage of the Princes, 
and the invincible spirit that characterised their 
followers. The violent efforts and obstinate 8trug- 
gles that Liberty here made, ſor centuries, before 
power and despotism could awe it into submission. 
Hordes of these simple mountaingers appeared,” de- 
scending from their fastnesses in the hills, giving 
battle to more numerous and well-appointed troops; 
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and with kn ardour and enthusiast, inspired by 
the d&sire-of living free, easily overcoming them, and 
with tumultuous PETER to W. and t 
2 | *Di 
Again these Jndighant, bees dutraged Britons, 
appeared, with their councils divided by internal 
| abals, and foreign bribery, in their turn discomfited,; 
 idriven ſrom their strong ſortresses, and forded to 
deſend their native birth right, in want and naked - 
Bess, amidst the deep ravines of their barren mous 
4ains; / 

After these portentous and devistating ONES 


horizon has again cleared up, the atmosphere be- 


oome serene, and the most perſeet calm -engucd, 
These plains of carnage have again become the habi- 
tations of innocence and peace. These ſortresses 
-(the natives best hope) whose noble defenders had 
been reduced to famine, despair, and death, habe 
[echoed to the festive noise of banquetting and 
hospitality. The liberal board has smoaked with 
tlie richest viands, and the horn gone round with 
the choicest mead. The hills have resounded with 
the melodious harp, and the nimble feet tripped 


Period ofter period arose, distinguished by artifice 
on the one hand, and determined - bravery on the 
other; till intrigue got the better of courage, and 
perseverance overcame a divided spirit; and Cam- 
brian Jadependence and Cambrian Liberty gave the 
expiring groan together, under the walls of: Caer- 
narvon. I ag 7 1 e 


— 
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« Proud Pile! thy tempest-beaten towers, xl rear 
Their heads sublime, and to the angry Korn - - 

Bear visible the marks of stern decay, 0 

While Superstition, with a frensied eye, 8 
And wildering fear, that horrid forms _— | 
Aﬀeight the lonely wanderer from thy walls, 2 
Far hence thou busy world, nor here intrude 

Thy sounds of uproar, arguing much of fear, 

And impotent alarms. - Behold, fond man, 

This feeble monument of mortal pride, 

Where time and desolation reign supreme 

With mildest havock ; o'er the solemn scene 

In silence pause; and mark this pictur'd truth; 
That not alone, the proudest works of man 

Must perish, but, as this tow'ring fabric, 

That lifts its forehead to the storm, till time 

And the wild winds shall sweep it from its base, 

Pass but a few short hours; the dream of life \ 
Is fled; and sinks to the cold grave man's faded form.” 


The vision that passed before me, led me to con- 
template the temporary nature of earthly power, 
and the instability of all human things. This na- 
tion, for centuries unconquerable, we see yielding 
with the most uppliant submission to that very power 
it hated; receiving with a cordial welcome, those 
laws and constitutions it despised; and permitting 
its manners and its language to bow betors that of its 
deteste® victors. | 

Thus, my Friend, that for which Princes fight 
and Heroes die, is no more than a phantom in the 
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in the passing wind; and they themselves are like the 
insects of a day, that flutter in the sun to display 
their colours, and sbew their short lived consequence 
in its beams; which the breeze of evening wafts 
from the theatre of life, and hurries to the next 
stage of existence. | f | 


Yours, 4 


J. K 
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LETTER Yin. 


Dax Sin, * Carrnarven. 


I. is surprising, with how much greater ſaci - 
lity some travellers obtain the objects of their desire 
than others. To them the most elevated mountains 
become accessible on all sides, and in all weathers; 
and a journey to the peak of Snowdon is as easily 
performed, as that from Caernarvon to Bangor. 
Almost every person that has made the Tour of 
North Wales, has obtained the enviable prospect 
from the elevated summit of Snowdon, I was not 
so fortunate, having waited a fortnight in vain, for an 
opportunity to make the ascent, Though it was now 
the season, when fayourable weather might have 
been expected, yet almost incessant rains, and cloudy 
&kies, baffled every attempt. A gentleman we met 
at the hotel, had been waiting six weeks prior to our 
arrival; and, after several attempts proving abortive, 
strongly disappointed, relinquished the design. 

Mr. Pennant observes, It is seldom the traveller 
can get a proper day to ascend the mountain, even 
when it appears clear; by the attraction of clouds, the 
summits become enyeloped with clouds, when they 
have appeared, a few minutes before, at à very great 

N 


9 * 
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distance. They are frequently observed to lower sud- 
denly half their height, and, even while appearing 
to separate to right and left, they suddenly wheel 
round, arid combine to enyelope the mountain in one 
common obscurity.” It was with regret I witnessed 
the truth of this observation; as I had promised myself 
the pleasure of examining those plants styled Erz- 
nE, but many of which are inhabitants of Snow- 
don, principally confined to the highest os tha of the 
mountain.“ 

Determined, lee to obtain what was practi- 
cable, we made an excursion into Snowdonia, visiting 
some of the lower mountains in quest of plants. | 

Taking the vale of the Seiont, where is found the 
Orcnis CoNoPSEA and SATYRIUM ALBIDVM, and 
passingLlanrug, or properly Llan Michael (the church 
being dedicated to St. Michael) we entered Naur 
Peris, at Cwm y Glô, the northern extremity of the 
lower lake of Llyn Padern, whence issues the Ryddol, 
which soon after assumes the name of Seiont. 

Llyn Padern is about three miles in length, half a 
mile in breadth, widening to the South, where it is 
separated from the upper lake by a projecting rocky 

eminence, on which are the ruinsof Dolbadern CastleF 
A round tower, thirty feet in diameter, with a 


a Though the seeds of these plants must frequently be wafted to 
the lower parts, yet they are scarcely ever found to vegetate below, 
dish king perhaps the denser OI and milder breeze, the ec con. 
comitants of the vale. 


1 So called from a meadow 43 Dol Err or the fel of 8. 
Paterninus near it. 
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dungeon below, and a few fragments around consti- 
tute the remains of this British post. 

By whom it was erected is not said: the intent was 
evidently to secure this narrow defile into Snowdo- 
nia. It is constructed of the schistose stone of the 
country, and mortar made of marine shells. From 
the form of the building, as well as the commanding 


situation, it must have been of great importance. 


Owen Goch, who instigated David into rebellion 
against their brother Llewelyn, N 8 0 N 20 
years within its walls. 

In the last struggle ſor Cambrian Wa 
this fortress was at times in possession of Henry and 
Glyndwr, and by both considered of the greatest con- 
sequence, as the grand key to this part of the country. 
Near it grow an ARUNDINACEA «WE Baron 
ALPINUM. | | 

Nothing can exceed the beauty of this ruin as it 
appears from the lake; the promontory on which it 
stands; its image reflected from the crystal waters, 
the lofty mountains on each side; the upper lake 
stretching to the church of Llanperis, with Snowdon 
in the back ground; while the waters rushing from 
the upper into the lower lake, form a fine cascade. 

Llyn Peris, though not of such large dimensione, 
is not less beautiful, It is of prodigious depth, a 
line of seventy fathoms in places not finding the 
bottom." It formerly abounded with the red and 


golden Charr ; but these have long left it : the streams 

from the copper levels, and other works, having im- 

pregnated the waters with that poisonous metal. It 
N A 
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however ſurnisbes the Botanist with SusvLann 
AQUATICA, NyYMPHARA | ALBA, ALISMA NATANS, 
I808T1s LACUSTRIS, SYARGANIUM SIMPLEX, url Sr. 
NATANS, 

At the upper end of this lake, a few renttered mi 
gerable cottages form the village of Llanberis, with 
the little church dedicated to St. Peris;“ (said to 
have been a cardinal :) another of those religious 
with which the church of Rome swarmed, that, hal 
more fame than merit. But where fame has esta- 
blished a character, it is useless to reason. The Saint 
could perform miracles, and bestowed a blessing 
upon the place of his residence, by endowing a 
spring, from which he drank daily, with sanatwe 
powers. It is at present inclosed with a wall, under 
the name of St. Peris's Well; and is still famed for the 
cure of rachitis, and other cases of debility : and the 
traditional history of the neighbourhood - abounds 
with extraordinary cures performed by its waters. 
The sibyl of the place divines your fortune, by the 
oppearance or non- appearance of two small fish, that 
lurk in the holes of the rock; if they come out, 
good is ſoreboded, if not, ill is to be dreaded. ? 


* Peris was a Monk, who lived in retirement in the beginning of 
the thirteenth century. Leland says in his time, the narrow pas 
leading to the church was called Nant y Monach, the Malz 
F, alley, | 
| + The principal Welch Saints are David, Daniel, Been Elian, 
Padern, Cybi, Seinol, Twrog, Peris, and Teilian, To these the 
churches through the Principality are dedicated. An account of 
these, an and enlarged list, is contained in that truly learned work, 
the Mana Antiqua. 
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There are many others famous in he vicinity for 
healing m 5. 8, Flynnon Kegin Arthur, and Flynnon 
Moel Rhiwen, which will (says report)spout its waters 
in the face of  malefactors; and Flynnon Pen 4 
gaer ; but you will wish to hear no more of them, 
when I tell you, that they contain very pure cold 
water, devoid of any mineral or earthy'property, 2 
thing so oommon in this country as to diminish he 
value of the blessing. 

The visitor of this rude country meets with a 
great difficulty, and a drawback upon his pleasure, 
for want of a house of accommodation, at or neat 
Llanberis. Would Mr. Smith take it into considera- 
tion, and have the public spirit to build an inn, on 
this part of his extensive property, he would perform 
an act worthy of his own character, and serve ths 

eause of science and humanity. _ 

The plants furnished by the immediate neighbour. 
hood of Llanberis, are Paraver camMBRICUM, Coon | 
LEARIA GREENLANDICA, CAMPANULA HEDERACEA, 
SCUTELLARIA MINOR, FESTUCA \CAMBRICA, TRI- 
CHOMANES TUNBRIDGENSE, PTERIS CRISPA, PoLY- 
PODIUM PREOPTERISs, GENTIANA ('CAMPESTRIS, S1- 
LENE- ACAULIS, ASPLENIUM ' NIGRUM, 
MURARIA, ARENARIA LARICIFOLIA, TREMELLA VER- 
RUCOSA,, T. UTRICULATA, POLYPODIUM LONCHIT18S, 


t Those are two small dark looking trout, Those who visit the 
well, generally procurt food and lay opposite their holes, to entice 
them out. Ia this case they seldom disappoint the n v 
they have been tatiated N s | 


A. RUTA © 


\ 
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H1zRACIUM MURORUM, GALIUM BOREALE, 'FoNT1- 
NALIS SQUAMOSA, CUCUBALUS ACAULIS, CoTYLEDON 
UMBILICUS VENERIS, CAREX ATRATA, ARENARIA 
VERNA, CHELIDONIUM GLAUCIUM, With different 
species of Mvusct and AL in great profusion; In 
Flynnon vrech,Is08T1s LAcusTRIs, SUBULARIA AQUA» 
rica, and LoBELIA DORTMANNA. MA 
Mir. Pennant gives an account of an heroine by the 
name of Margaret Uch (properly Yerch) Evans, a 
celebrated huntress, who resided at Pen Lyn, near 
the end of the Jakes, She is said to have killed two 
hundred ſoxes, besides a vast number of other-noxi- 
ous animals, and destructive vermin. She was a ro- 
bust masculine woman, and so strong, that no man 
cared to try a fall with her: she died about seven years 


ago, unmarried, at the age of ninety-ſour. 

A similar instance of a person endued with pro- 
digious strength, occurred at the same time, in the 
same parish ; though he has not had a Mr. Pen- 
nant for a biographer, he claims attention; as the 
circumstance tends to prove that the inhabitants of 
this alpine tract are a very hardy race, and though 
not in general above the middle stature, are possess- 
ed of uncommon bodily strength. 


* Foulke Jones, who lived at Tydu, was noted for 
his prodigious strength.“ The esteemed Champion of 
Wales for boxing, wrestling, &c. came to see him 
from Denbighshire, for the sole purpose of trying 


„This extraordinary portion is generally confined to particular 
families. Foulke has left several sons, some of them inheriting a 
considerable share; and his ancestors were famous before him, 
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their relative strength. When the-stranger arrived, 
Foulke was mowing hay in the field, near to his house. 
The stranger went up to him, and inquired; if he 
knew one Foulke, not supposing from his size and ap- 
pearance this eould be the person he sought. Foulke 
answered, that his master was in the house, or not 


. far distant, at the same time begged to know what 


his business was? I have heard, the stranger replied, 


khat he is accounted the strongest man in the Princi- 


pality, and am come to try our strength together. If 
that be all, Foulke observed, I can soon inform you, 
whether it will be worth your while to see my master, 
for I am a tolerably strong man myself, but nothing 
in his hands; as I have often experienced to my cost, 
when J have had the temerity to contend with him; 
therefore J would have you try, what you can do with 
me first. They immediately engaged, when Foulke, 
by his superior strength, flung his antagonist over a 
high wall into the road. Fully satisfied, he exclaimed, 
if this be the man, what must the master bel and 
mounting his horse rode home, wy convinced of 
his superiority, | 
Another anecdote is told, that evinced his peaceable | 
disposition, as well as his uncommon strength. A 
troublesome fellow at Caernarvon, wished to irritate 
Foulkę to fight; who begged he would cease, as he 
had no desire to quarrel, far less to fight with any 
man. At length he grew 80 impertinent and grossly 
insulting, that he struck Foulke in the face; his ire 
thus justly roused, he took him by the neck, and 
lifted him over the battlements of the bridge on which 
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they stood, suspending him over the water, 
most loudly for mercy. Having held him in this uns 
pleasant situation for some time, he lifted him back 
again, and dismissed him with an ignomin ĩous n 
on the seat of honour, 
Many are the feats of strength he dem ik 
as taking a cow upon his back, and bearing it home 
carrying a tree he had felled, which seven other men 
were unable to perform, &c. &c. | \ 
ABS FOI PRs 

extraordinary person than Margaret Evans; but 
while she has been noticed by several writers, Foulke 
has only been celebrated in the tradition of his neighs 
bourhood. He died about seven years ago, at the age 
of seyenty-five. The inhabitants of this country are 
remarkable for longevity. The registers contain 
many ages: of a hundred years and upwards ; and it 
is common to find persons alive at BIR ms 
short of it.“ 

At a small distance ſrom the village; on the western 


This may arise, not 32A from the charpness and salubrity of 
the air, but also from the regular mode of living, and the undebi- 
litating food on which necessity obliges these mountaineers to Urn 

« The mountayne men live longer many a yeere, 

«« Than those in vale, in playne or moorish soyle ; 

% A lustie hatt, a clean complexion cleere, 

« They have on hill, that for hard living toyle, 

«© With ewe and lambe, with goates and kids they play; 
* In greatest toyles to rub out wearie day; 
%% And when to house and home good fellows drawe, 

90 The lads can laugh, at turning of a strawe. 
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vide of the lake, are mines of copper, the property of 
Asheton Smith, Esq. of Vae nol; and by him are leaged 
to Messrs. Roe, Hudson, Smith, and Mills, under the 
firm of the | Macclesfield Company: who are also 
concerned in the Cronebane copper works in Ireland. 

There are seven levels driven into Snowdon, The 
rock consists of hard whin, and schistose hornbleude. 
The ore is chiefly formed in a matrix of quarts. It is 
a rich yellow ore, containing -copper in union with 
iron and sulphur. The copper un or first _ 
of Kirwan Mm. Vol. II. | 

Though there are Seven Jevels; two oy are 
worked. The one called the new level is a hundred 
and eighty yards in length. The shafts are numerous, 
as they are the communications from the one level 
to the other, A person therefore may enter at the 
first level, and by the different shafts pass through 
the intermediate ones, and emerge into day-light 
again at the seventh level. 

The mode of draining the work does not reflect 
great credit upon the spirit, or ingenuity of the un- 
dertaking. A shaft is sunk, about forty-five yards 
below the depth of the new level. Into this the su- 
perfluous water runs from the work; and as it collects, 
is raised into the level by means of a winch and 
barrels; and hence it is carried down into the lake. 
These mines were discovered about fifty years ago, 
by John Jones Roberts, who, by a simple process, 
obtained ore enough in six months, to sell for 3001; 
After this they lay neglected, till they were taken up 


by the Company, who at present work them, - 
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The number of Miners are about eighty, who 
work by the square yard in blasting the rock; their 
earnings consequently are very uncertain, depending 
upon the -nature of the matrix that contains the ore, 
They work by candle-light, clad only in a shirt and 
small cloathes ; and they observe, that it is warmer 
under ground in Winter than in. Suminer ; which 
corroborates the doctrine of the mean temperature of 
the earth being about forty-eight degrees. This, 
compared with the height at which the thermometer 
stands in Winter and Summer, in the open air, will 
account for this paradoxical sensation, without baving 
recourse to subterraneous fires. The ore contains a 
quantity of sand, or superfluous earth, from which it 
is cleared by means of breaking, stamping, decant- 
ing, Kc. 

Women and children are ail with band 
to break the large pieces of ore, and then to wash 
and sort it into three different kinds of diverse qua- 
lities; some containing one-tenth, and some one- 
fiſth copper. It is then taken to the stamping mill, 
where it undergoes the further process of pulyerisation. 


The stamping mill is formed of six large vaken beams, 


shod at the end with steel, placed vertically oyer a 
large trough; by means of a crook, these are al- 
ternately raised. by the power of a water wheel, and 
let fall upon the ore contained in the trough. When 
pounded sufficiently small, it is carried into a re- 
servoir by a stream of water, where it is again 
purified by decantation, &c. It is then removed in 
boats down the lakes, whence it is couveyed by carts 
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to Caernarvon Quay, and shipped for the n 5 
smelting wm near Swansea. 


F 


We were now in the midst of Snowdonia, a range 
of mountains extending from Conway to the sea at 
Aberdaron, in a direction nearly from North- east to 
North- west; and unlike other mountains, they are 
one pile upon another, consisting of groups of cliffs 
rising above cliffs, as they . ascend from each 
extremity to the center. | 

Snowdon, the common e or „ah 
fronts the Menai ; and ranges in a parallel line with 
it. The escarpement of particular mountains ge- 
nerally depends upon. the inclination: of the strata. 
The principal are Carnedd David, Carnedd Llewelyn, 
Trevaen, Moel Siabod, the two Glyders, the two 
Llyders, Moel Llyfni, and Moel Mynydd mawr ; 
all emulous to support their superior and Father 
Snowdon: yet his proud Peaks of Crib ydistil, and 
y Wydd Fa, appear scarcely to outrival some of the 
summits that surround them. | | 
The height of mountains, as they affect the eye, 
must be considered from the spot where the ascent 
begins to make a considerable angle with the plain. 
But, philosophically considered, they are computed 
from the surface of the ocean. Mr. Caswell, who was 
employed by Flamstead to measure it in 1082, with 
instruments adjusted by that able philosopher, made 
the height of the highest point, 1240 yards (3720 feet) 
above the level of Caernarvon (Quay. Bot later, and pro- 


Sr. 
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bably more accurate experiments have somewhat re- 
duced its height ; and the estimate now stande 
3560 feet above the quay ; which, taking the height 
and the quay, will make it about 3600 fect above the 
level of the ea. Carnedd Llewclyn ranges next, und 
Moel Siabod third, in the scale of eminence, + The 
rocks that compose the bigher part of the chain, are 
principally Porphyry, Granite, and Granitel of Kit- 
wan ; the gecondary rocks are chiefly Horneblende, 
Schiller Spar, Toadstone, Rowley rag, Whin Stone, 
Schistose Mica, Schistose Clay, mixtures of Quartz, 
Feld Spar, and Micu, and cer Schiatus A 
all its varieties. 

On the western side are a number of batalti 
columns, on a bed of hornstone, or chertz ; and 
large coarse crystals, cubic pyrites, and various 
mineral bodies, are frequently found in the fissures 
In the Schistose rocks are several slate quarries; 
very considerable ones near Dolbadern; some in 
Llanddeiniolen ; some in Llanberis; a few in Llan 
Michael ; and very large ones at Kilgwyr ; the pro- 
_ ducts of all which are brought to Caernarvon, and 

thence shipped for market. Those of Lord Pen- 
hryn are at Dolmaen; and there is a large quarry 
of the Novaaulite of Kirwan, varieties of second and 
third of that species, near Cwm Idwal; where great 
quantities of Hones are cut, and annually sent to 
London and Dublin. 

The name of Sm was formerly _——_—_ the 
whole of Caernarvonshire, under the appellation of 


Cragery ; (Vid. Leland;) which was covered with, | 
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immense forests in che glens, and on the sides of 
the mountains. It was considered as a Royal De- 
mesne ; and two grants are upon record, the one in 
the time of Elizabeth, and the other in the time of 
Mary, for killing deer in the Royal Forest of Snowdon. 
Leland says, they abounded so much in his time, 
as to destroy the little corn the farmers attempted to 
ow. But the history of Gwedir informs us, they 
were extirpated before the year 1626. It was called 
Szo0wdoma and Arvonis ; and was the country: ta 
which the Welch were the last and longest attached; 
the inhabitants of which reſused submission long 
after they were conquered ; and proved that a 
country may be possessed without . e 
by an invading enemy. 

The traditional opinion of the nana is —_—_ 
in favour of the British name of Creigian r Eryri x 
(i. e.) Eagle Rocks; from these birds having been 
used to frequent the summits in great quantities.“ 
They do not constantly however now frequent them; 
and when they do it is in small numbers. 

Mr. Pennant, following Camden, inclines to its 
being written Creigian Ei (i e.) Snowy Moun- 
tains ; and reason is certainly in fayour of this ety- 
mology. For the English name of Snow don, (don 


* These carnivorous birds of prey in many places farmed a for- 
midable banditti; wining upon the poultry, sheep, and even young 
children, A custom is still prevalent in the Orkneys, bat whoever 
kills an eagle may lay claim to a hen out + 4 every baute in the parich 
where the bird was — e = 
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signifying a hill or bigb pastures for sheep) will be 
a literal translation of the British name, Snowy 
| Mountains; from the circumstance of snow being 
geen to remain on its tops many months in the year 


like the Niphates in . and the Imaus i 
Seythia. | . 


The story, that snow remains here for years with 
out melting is fabulous. Between April and Sep- 
tember there is seldom any to be seen, though some 
years it has been seen in July; for it sometimes hap- 
pens that snow falls late in June, and has been 
several feet deep; that which was rain in the vallies 
being snow, from the intense cold, on the tops of 
these mountains. Mr. Aiken observed on the morn- 
ing of July 5, 1795, just aſter sun · rise, the ther- 
mometer at 84; and in the afternoon it stood at 48; 
while at seven in the morning, at Bedd "A 
stood at 62. Vid. p. 99. 20 
Though we were not able to ascend this prince of 
mountains, yet it may amuse you to give the route 
laid down by a friend, as the most eligible of the 
three, generally taken by the guides to the top 
of Snowdon. © 1. Ride to Cwm y Glô, in the 
parish of Llanrüg; take boat up the lake of Llyn 
Padern; land in the little Isthmus, between this and 
Llyn Peris, near Dolbadern castle; there take your 
guide and ascend by Conaunt Mawr, or the great 
Chasm. Here is a fine water- fall. Climb up along 
the South side of the ridge, that separates Cwm 
Peris from Cwm Brwynog ; thence ascend in sight 


2wm 
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of Lyn du yr Arddu, which you must leave on 


your right. 
« The steep rock over this lake called ker du 


yr Arddy, Þ. e.) the black rock above the Arddu, is 
celebrated for a great variety of rare plants. 
* Ascending a step and difficult pass, called Lech 


vedd y Re, you arrive at a cold spring, called Llyn 
coch, which is within a mile of the highest summit 


| called y Wydd fa, or the Conypicuons. © The steep 


and almost inaccessible' crags on the North side of 
this peak, are termed” Clogwyn y Garnedd ; and 
known to Lloyd and Ray for the habitats of alpine 
plants. - The traversing of them is very hazardous, 
and often dangerous, being at all times 8lippery ;_ 
and after rains fragments of rocks give way, and roll 
down with a thundering noise to the small deep 
lakes of Flynnon Las, and Llyn Llydaw, that lie 
beneath. The distance from the caale to the sum- 
mit is four miles. & 

« 2, The usual ascent is now from Llyn Gn 
but this route is wet and boggy i in places, and very 
rocky and _ in others: the distance much the 
same. 
© 3, Another begins n three miles on the Caer- 
narvon side of Bedd Kelert. But this is extremely 
steep and dangerous; as the ridge called Clawdd 
coch, which you must ascend, is not more than two 
yards wide for a considerable way: whence. you may 
drop a stone from each band, and before they stop 
they will be at the distance of two miles from 
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each other ; one would any a mile to the Waun and 
the other a mile to the East.“ 

This gentleman, who, ” 3 variety of oiber e ac- 
complishments, has added a knowledge of Botany, 
also favoured us with @ list of rare plants, growing 
about the different parts of the mountain. 

On Clogwyn y garnedd—ANTKERICUM 8BROTj- 
NUM, SERBATULA ALPINA, CERASTIUM ALPINUK, 
C. LATIFOLIUM, SAXIFRAGA $TBLLARIS, and 
RIVALIS, LYCHNIS ALPINA, POLYPODIUM, ILVBN 
P. ALPINUM, ACROSTICUM 8BPTENTRIQNALE, O. 
MUNDA CR18PA, PAPAVER CAMBRICYM, RANUNCYLYS 
ACRIS, PHASCUM MONTANUM, VIOLA ALPINA, GRUM 


BIVALE, DRYAs OCTOPETALA, SAXIFRAGA AIZOLD Bf, 


JuNIyERINUS COMMUNI1S, & VAR. B. 

On Clogwyn du yr Arddy, CA8DAMINE ra. 
and Ryzus saxATILis. Near CW m Brwynog, in g 
boggy flat, Jvxcus sauannosvs, SCIRPUS C.ESFITO» 
sus, SCHGNUS -NIGRICANS, AGROSTIS CAPILLARIS, 
Poa ALPINA, and HIERACIUM ALPINUM., _ 

Leaving the two Llyders, that. form the eastern 
boundary of Nant Peris, the road lies through a 
dingle, called Conaunt yr Esgar, up a considerable 


ascent of loose stones, that render the footing ex- 


tremely difficult; yet this is the easiest and mot 
eligible pass to the sons of Snowdon. 

Here is the small lake of Llyn y Cym, famous, 
according to Gyraldus, for a remarkable phenome- 
non :—* The lake,” he says, abounded with trout, 
perch, and eel, and all monocular,” At present 


thore are no documents to disprove his relation ; all 
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and WM (he fisb in this lake having been destroyed about 
P forty years ago by an earthquake, which happened 
d-: during a violent thunder storm; by which ia ſiasure 
an, WW was made communicating, probably, with some of 
wing e mineral 8trata of the mountains ; as arsenical and 
®.. cupreous particles are abundantly diffused in its wa- 
ters. This: may be a disappointment: to those ſomd 
of the marvellous, but the botanist will ſeast ' his 
eyes instead with» the SunvLantA « adtAPION, 
Iso ET ES LACUSTRIS, and LonzZLTA dowrMannAay and 
near it, Rynus saxArixis, JoNcus'' Tn ner 
HIBRACIUM | ALPINUM, GANG enten, un 
PLANTAGO MARITIMA,| a‚‚k- b oO O07 
Passing by Rhiw, de — Gyyder Vawr 
presents itself. The prospect is singularly fine from 
the top of the Glyder: Snowdon, with his biforked 
head, is seen from thence to advantage. The vas 
ried vales of Nant Peris and Nant Frankou'; the 
Mena, and the island of Anglesea, are all in full 
new. Upon a small plain on its summit, huge 
ſagments of stone, in grotesque shapes, lie in all 
directions; some of them of many tons weight. 
They are weather beaten, and by time become cel - 
lular, and of a grey colour. Part of this moun- 
tain the people call Carnedd y Gwynt, the residence 
of tempests. 


and Llyn Idmal. abounds with a variety of rare and 
curious plants; and is styled the Botanical Garden 
of Snowdon. Amidst a numerous assemblage are 


the following, growing upon Hysva Bengam and 
0 | 


The vicinity. of the Glyder, between Lin y: em ? 8 
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Trygyvylchi rocks: — Grit "nrvars, Jon MW vith 
communis, (VAR. f.) SOLID AGO" /CAMBRICA, "Dax. WM thc 
L4CTRUM'' Minus, Tu. ALPINUM; | ARENARIA. Tun. I the 
FERINA, RnonioLa ROSEA, in gtvat plenty. Aertz. ada 


Pius scblorENDRUx, 'STATICE”) AnMERTA, Sxpox MY have 
RUPESTRE, SPHAGNUM ALI U, Iich CRASS0s, WM increc 
SWERTIANA PERENNIS, D'RUASPEHIRTUN; Mraici WY rictic 
GALE, ANTHERICUM 'SEROVINUM, . CERASTIUM”ALP1- OY of ve; 
Nun, DaazA Inc, and VEAOWICA HYBRIDA ing i 
IT be immortal Linneus laid it down, as one of his MW the fle 
essential data, that a certain number of species of confu 
plants were created at first, capable of producing of Bc 
" the like; and that these will remain to the end d girit 
time. Numbers of his scholars have tried to wp I of tru 
this importunt doctrine, by discovering: a variety d M. 
mules in the vegetable kingdom ; (6. e.) plants pro- plants 
duced by the ſarina of one species fecundating the WM a fecu 
pistilla of others, and producing hybrid plaau. 5cen 1 
Thus the Ugrica ALIBXATA is supposed to be be- l + 
tween the UzTIca and Pan TAI; and the Vano- farts 
NICA[HYBRIDA is said to be a mule from oy "Vas of the 
NIA OFPICINALIS & V. SPICATA. * Ric 
Much has been said in the Amcem. N andi man d 
other works, and: the parallel has beem 80 far run roptun 
Lamb, 
tnumpl 


5 11 is pech) worthy of note in this diminutive plant, unn 
its beautiful head of white blossoms gueceed pods on short hairy 


| peduncles, twisted in a opiral Os and nn, to bor 1 It sh 
motion of the sun. | in the 1 
. Though Linngih imoelf a may be 8aid to have 3 med lo 

a whole 


the doctrine, yet What he did was with a view to expoge its 0 
and esirbliah the data of bis own iystem. el 


— 
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with the animal kingdom by some, as to assert, that 
the Fructzfication in mules resembles the ſemale, and 
the external habit the male plant. Others, tuking 
advantage of this concessĩon of the Linnean School, 
have asserted, that vegetable mules are capable 
increase 3 and hence new species and endless va- 
rieties adorn; and will continue to adorn, the theatre 
of vegetation.” Thus are we hurried, without know- 
ing it, to continual generation and reproduction: 
the floodgates of doubtful definition are let open; and 
confusion again spreads darkness over the regions 
of Botany. It is laugbable to see to what lengths a 
pirit of conjecture, when trammeled by no restraints 
of truth, will carry the: bold fabricators of theory. 

M. Bonnet observes, that the antheræ of | aquatic 
plants do not emit farin like other plants; but 
a fecumul ing liquor, which, at the time, may be 
xen like a little cloud in the water: and then asks, 
who knows but: the (powder of the stamina of certain 
flants may not make some impresion on certain germs 
of the animal kingdom? Leit. à Spallans. 43. 

Ricum teneatis, Amici? The ingenious French- 
man did not recollect the Yegeto-animal, Pol x- 
?ODIUM/ BAROMETZ, Vulgarly called the Tartarian 
Lamb, from its supposed n to n or * 
triumph would have been complete. | 

It should be remembered that Bonnet dey to PR 
in the vegetable kingdom what his master, Buffon, 
red long in vain'to accomplish in the animal : (after | 


a whole life spent in torturing the Royal Menagerie 
0 2 
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at Paris, he was not able Wee wen 
species! L341 14 1 8 1 I. Wy ar a4 
I would ao has any n nitatoied the das 
crease of these mules ? No, it is conjectured: 4 
Have they been known to produce a similar off- 
spring? It is probable they haye. TR 
Why, says Ray, if plants may contains 
Interchange their properties, and forth a fertimm qui, 
Sc. may they not, ad libitum, or by accident, change 
their magnitude? Why do not trees grow up to the 
skies, or extend their branches horizontally miles 
over the earth? Because there is a maximum quad gic, 
says this learned Botanist, — by Him, who at 
the Creation issued the fiat: “ Let there an 
herb and tree yielding seed aſter its kind. 
Every part of nature, if we reason beide or 
analogy, bas. its respectiye bounds, which mark the 
hand e Order; but, in many instances, the tran- 
sitions are so minute, as to demonstrate that hand to 
be divine. The advocates. for. the doctrine, perhaps 
are not aware they are imdventently man 
the hands of Infideliti . 0 
From the most minute ;nventigation of. ao 
NICA in question, it appears to be the V. sprcata, 
with no greater alteration than what commonly occurs 
in plants growing in a rocky and exposed situation: 
however, if botanists will bave mules, let them. rank 
in their proper places as Farietiass, not as Specias. 
Another part of this mountain forms, a dreadful- 
looking precipice, under the title of Clogwyn 


TOUR TREOUGH 'NOKTH WALES. 2197 


dwymben y Glyder, awfully / impending its dark 
crags over the baleſul! waters of Liyn Idwal, or the 
Avernuswfythe Britt. The shepherds beheve it 
to be the haunt of demnons; and say it is fatal to any 
of the ſeathered tribes n 1 e r 
wings aarobs it, 

A little farther on the left is a hbriid: Gale 
the rock, called Tull du, or the Black Cavern. It 
is an open gap in a huge dark precipice ; in depth 
about three hundred feet, and six wide; extending in 
length ſor a comiderable way. Through its bottom 
rush violently the waters of IIlyn y pwmc This 
chasm furnishes a striking ſeature in geological 
soenery : an adjoining chm, forming almost u bason, 
has originally been filed with waters, and formed a 
temporary lake. Aſter this fissure was made, the 
waters;!rushing violently through it into the inſerior 
vale, produced the present lake, and left: Me own 
dry; and streams of huge stones lic on all sides, 
pointing to the hollows that lead to tlie chasm, ex- 
hibiting evident marks of retiring waters. On the 
rocks appear the SAXIPRAGA NIVALIS; and the very 
rare plant BuLBocopiun © vaRNUM,' Thi plant, 
though u native of Spain, is also found | far North 
on the cold mountains of Russia: the Ienzx 18 
LAN Deus; LIc RAR TARTARNIUS,' and several other 
species. The L. ourHALOD RS the nates stcep in 
urine, and form a paste, which they dry in the sun; 
and with the addition of alum mahe a brown dyd. 
This and the L. carraktus are so abundant, that 
the poor peqple employ themselves in gathering 
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them for the use of the dry salters, at the low price 
of one penny per pound. They will, however,-col. 
| lect from twenty to thirty pounds a fag. From 
these the beautiful dye called arcell, or arehil, is 
prepared as follows :—The Lienzxs, when dry, are 
placed under a large indented stone, with a circular 
motion, and bruised; they are then : thrown into 
capacious vats, and mixed with lime and urine. Hefe 
they are permitted to remain six months, but stirred 
every day; and the materia thicken as the bumid 
particles evaporate. In this part of che process the 
substance appears like mire; afterwards like hasks 
of grapes. When it has acquired the latter con- 
sisteney, it is cut small, dried in a spacious room, 
sometimes reduced to powder, and packed in barrels 
for use; the most beautiful colours, such as purple, 
pink, greys, and pompadout, are IE from the 
composition. aa e hi oo 

The two Glyders are connected by a e 
strip of land called 1 Wa un der, or the cold 
mountain flat. On one side, in a deep hollow, is 
Llyn y Boch Llwyd, and on the other, at the foot 
pos nears Lyn Ogwyn. oo HE t E. + 

The Trevaen is a conical bill of singular oppeat- 
e the rugged and uncouth stones that lie 
upon its sides. It introduces vou to the Glyder 
bach, out of which it is supposed by some to have 
been originally formed. Fbe area of the summit of the 
little Glyder is covered with huge columnar stones 
from ten to thirty feet long, in an inclined direction, 
supported by others; some conſusedly piled together, 
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others flat; and others erect, and stones lyiug bori- | 
zontally upon them. One stone, about twenty-five 
feet long and fiſteen wide, is poised upon a large up- 
right one, serving for a fulcrum, so that a small weight 
at the exttemity will move the opposite end. Others 
of less dimensions are so nicely poised ae 
rocking; stones in the wind.. 
These broken masses“ almost wholly cover the 
cides of this mountain; (vegetation: and even earth 
bas deserted it, while unwieldly disjected fragments 
and bare glaucous rocks gtare the traveller in the 
face ; and through various figures: numerous stteams 
rush doun in eontinual roar to the lakes beneath. 2 
Many df the upright ſtagments are - peritagonal, 
with one of the sides narrower than the rest; and 
others, lying in the shape of cromlechs, almost give 
them the appearance of art. of the stones 
upon the summit are equal to those of Stonehenge, 
How these came here, and from what cause, is a 
question that involves difficulty. Were they the 
strata of; the mountain laid bare by the continual 
rains and storms that assail it, their een would 
have men. a. ee 31 i 


5 A phenomenon called ne born eee 


frequent amid these mountains. It js occazioned by quantities of 
water, collected during the rainy weason in eavities, on the tides © 
of the mountains; ihis, in time, becomes so considerable as $0-burst 
through the surface or shell, and carries fragments of rocks, &e. 
into the vale- below. By this considerable hillocks are removed 
from their place, apd sometimes havodtyt eye 7 - This-i8 
observed to happen voting —————— "Nt 2 


Ae 1 


n 
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Mr. Perinant supposes, this and its neighbours 
to have been thrown up by some mighty jtiterna] 
convulsion :” ¶ Vid. Snow. p. 152,) and the finding, 
us he says he did, pieces of lava, confirmed him in 
this untenable opinion. It would have been mote 
probable had they been in the valley; falling ſtom 
the mountain they might ſortuitously have got into 
these singular positions; and examples might have 
been adduced in support of the opinion, from: places 
where heaps of stones, augmented by the accession 
of others falling on them; have appeared with some 
regularity. An instance of this occurs at the foot of 
Glyder vawr, on the margin of Llyn peris; where 
several huge fallen fragments bave formed) a cell; in 
which formerly a person resided, and it now serves 
for a sheep- ſold. Many of the stones are similar in 
their position and appearance to those large groups 

on the sea beach where the tide is strong; and 28 
they have most of them marine shells imbedded in 
them, they rather support the opinion of the action 
of water than the action of fire. To this I will add 
that I have never been fortunate enough to observe, 
in the course of my route, lava,“ or any thing that 


Mr. Pennant must have alluded to small fragments of granitell, 
where the feldspar and iron having been decomposed, had left 
x cellular appearance, not unlike some specimens of lava; but there 
in, on a close examination, an eqential difference » The pores of 
these are larger towards /he interior, whereas those of lava are Jarget 
towards the wrrface, Lava uffects the magnetic needles, ind it 
specific gravity does not exceed 8. Vid. Kir. V. II. Horneblende 
is so altered by the atmosphere, #s 3 to put on the e 
ance of volcanic matter. 
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could possibly be oonstrued into volcanic "matter. Mr. 
Aiken has made the same observation: the learned 
naturalist Mr. Llwyd made it many years ago; (Vid. 
Phil. Trans. No. 334 :) and I can add the testimonỹx 
of a gentleman, whose name, were I permitted to 
use it, would add honour to these pages, and who has 
travelled over most of the table-land in Wales. He 
affirms, that he never could discover any volcanic 
nor the least 5 ann the action Jew. 
amidit these mountains. 

His observation on Mr. a iden, that Lyn 
du Arddu in Cwm Brwynog has been the crater of 
a volcano is, #hat every thing in the vicinity, 0 far 
from encouraging suck an opinion, evidently indicater 
the retreat 'of waters towards the bowels of the earth. 
The stones about the borders of the lake, and up its 
steep sides, lie in a circular ſorm; and some in the 
Cwms still marking the channels by which they de- 
ended to the lake below. A Sketch of this curious 
fact he has been 80 kind as to furnish me with.'- © 

We must have recourse thereſore to the 8criptaral 
account of the deluge; when the strata of the earth, 
being broken up and reduced to a chaotic state, 
fragments of distant hills might have rested thus at 
the subsiding of the waters. Numerous instances 
of this sort, where separate masses of stone lie upon 
the tops of. hills and mountains, may be seen in 
Yorkshire, Derbysbire, Devonshire, and Cornwall. 

It might have been expected, after the elaborate 
investigations of the learned | Kirwan, Tespacting 
basaltes and other stones, asserted to be produced 


* 2 


present earth was the remains of a fiery comer, ble 
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from subterraneous fusion, that we should have 
heard no more of the matter; that the volcanic 
gentry. would have quietly resigned the! property to 
be restored to its right ner, and permitted Nep. 
tune to be retinstated in his ancient, demesne; But 
Error, like Proteus, when recogniscd in one shape, 


readily assumes another, and 8 om 


again at the councils,of Trutlu rH 
Infidelity will. side with any, n than wich the 


| Mosaic, account of things. Ie supposes that the 


present world arose by gradation, from the bottom 
of the sea; or that it was projected from the sunꝰ 


by the violent concussion of a comet against it, and 
owes all its irregularities to voleanic explosions. M, 


Buffon.)\ And many, fascinated by the ingenuity of 
such ręmarks, and imbibing an attachment to new 
systems of geology, PINES _— the copy 
. slot 1 1:44) 

Not feeling at vt Ro nant wikis 
phobia, I cannot conceive why the internal parti of 
the earth may not abound with water as well as 
fire; and, if the common sense of tbe unprejudiced 
miner be consulted, who generally has much more 
experience of these subterraneous regions than 858. 
tematic writers on the subject, his answer gal be, 


hits. This w ways not new z it was only a plaucible mod{fication of the 
eccentric conjectures of poor old Whitton ; who a that the 
„by baving it 


orbit changed by a collision with the sun, grovially atred in 
nature, till it became want Ra mba ee he" 7305 
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that he has much more to dread ſrom the inunda- 
tions of the one than the depredations of the other. 

When we hear a modern Heraclitus“ positively 
asserting, under the profession of Christianity, that 
« the present earth arose from the ocean; and that 
new continents are forming by the action of fire, at 
the bottom of the sea, to rise in their turn; and 
thus the terraqueous globe has been, and will\be;\eter« 
1al'—Is this a moment ſor the friends of Revelation. 
to hesitate, whether they will adopt the language of 
inspiration, or the bold  conjectural | asertions«'of 
these pondlng enen in 1 0 mn po 
ICs he 3977.2 1 335 

| Wy N 4 M ties 

This Philozopher flouriched ig the 8 Olympiad, 
in the time of Darius Hystaspes, before the year of Christ 500: 
He held, that #* Fire was the primum mobile, and grand parent of 
all things; generating continents and | geeant by rarefaction and conden- 
uation ; ant, by an inverte movement, reducing all things again to their 
original Hale, &c. &c. Vid. Plutarch, 5. 1. 3. 

Whether Dr. H. is acquainted with the works of this antiquated | 
age, or has only heard of them by 50me French translator, I know 
not ; but his theory i is a very simple modification of the doctrines of 
the Italic School, What could have been the Doctor's motives for 
reviving this obsolete system of geology is not apparent ; except it 
was the same which induced Erostratus to set fire to the temple of 
Diana at Ephesus; or it can be found in the answer, which a des. 
picable Frenchman once gave to his companion, who remonstrated | 
with him on the great ichpropriety of footing a miriuet down the 
middle aisle of St. Peter's at Rome ; ** On doit faire = thoce pour 
ie ditiaguer."'— —Noteriety should be the French motto, in all ages. 


+ Those who have not read the theories of Buffon, Whitehorst, 
and Hutton, would 'find their time not misemployed, to see what 
Catcott has collected upon the snbject in a small treatise on the 


% 


204 TOUR THROUGH NORTH WALES. 


T be side of this mountain, and ita opposite Mot 
Siabocl, form the long narrow vale of Dyſfryn 
Mymbr, in which are the two small lakes of Ly. 
nion Mymbr. These oecupy the entranet of the 
vale, at the extremity of which stands the «mel 
village and church of Capel Cerrig. This dreary 
tract was once covered with eee 
and bench. 
Leland; in his Itinerary, Y. v. p. e The ben 
wood of Caernarvonshire is by Glynne Kledder, and 
by Glyo-Llugby, and by Capel Kiryk, and at Llan- 
peris. Many of the stools are still visible, and shew 
that the trees must have been of very large sige. At 
present it is destitute of wood. The venerable oaks 
are no · more. Avarice and disspitation have com- 


Deluge, printed in 1761, and sold by Prince, in Oxford. To which 
they would do well to add De Luc's Geological Leun. 


„ The egutes (44ys Leland) be there; firit, the wood cut down 
was never coplesed ; and this hath hecome n great eaute of dextrue 
tion through Wales, Secondly, after cutting down wooddyrte 
gottys hath 40 bytten the young «pring, that it never grew, but 
like shrubbes, Thirdly, men for the nonys dettrpled the great 
woodis, that they »hould not harbour theves.“ Val. v. 9. 71» 

At a varlety of periods mines of different kinds have been als 
covered and worked; and as little coal way found, these wuut have 
cauied a prodigious conzumprion of wood, Whole forest were de- 
nudated, till the Bao) el Inadequate to the uncqating 
demands, and the mines were at Jength | neglected for want o 
means for ihe reduction of the ore, This is the grand rengon of 10 
mauy of the apparent worked-out mines, 4cen over the face of the 
country; which, if fuel could be obtained at an easy rate, would 
again unbosom their treasures to the spirited adventurer, | 
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bined to despoil these alpine tracts of their sy lvan 
beauty and friendly shade; and, instead of planting 
upon land that will bear neither grass nor corny 

which #conomy would dictate, the great proptietors 
of Notth - Wales seem emulous which shall che 
speediest and most effectually divest af timber his 
respective domain: : u h αν⁰ο 20005 

This plan of stripping Ae one of its 
great sources of wealth, and a total inattention at 
the same time to the enoouragement of a gpirited 
and profitable system of husbandry, will operate 
powerfully in diminishing the value of estates 1 and 
the baneful effects of such impolitio conduct will 
be sensibly felt before the cause of it is (perceived. 
In Leland's time there \ was very little corn raised en- 
cept oats, barley;” and” rye, lest the: deer Should de- 
troy it. There is less perhaps now raised in this 
listrict ſrom the inability. of the farmer 10 till and 
manure the land 2 to onture a ee 
ep. dy; 10.51 

The farmers « are chiefly dairy men; and nds 
their rents from butter, wool, and lambs : they pos- 
dess a few small cows, numerous sheep of diminu- 
live 8ize, antl herde/ of goats.“ These roam where» 


7 861 


* Thee, from pride = has invaded the farmer here, are on 
the decrenze, It in considered lens trouble, and more genteel, to 
have a greatet number of cheep ; though, in many cases, goats are 
found more profitable 4 yielding 2 rich mille, being more hardy, 
ways progufing.their own maintenance ; and frequently are foster 
mothers for their e N ate * the * of. roms and. 
weft. 1 a wt 
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ever inclination leads, confined by no ſences; and 
frequently, unattended/by a sbepherd, are obliged 
to have recourse to their owh exertions, against their 
formidable enemies the foxes, who here. assemble 
in troops; and the ravens and large birds of prey, 
who from necessity, in this grainless country, be- 
come carnivorous. The sheep themselves appear 
quite different animals: instead of assembling in 
lurge flocks, they form gregarious parties, generally 

consisting of ten or twelve ; of which number, while 
feeding, one stands at a distance as centinel, to give 
notice of approaching danger. If the guard per. 
ceive any thing making towards the little flock, he 
turns and faces the enemy, and permits him to ad- 
vance within about one hundred yards, If bis ap- 
pearance be hostile, and he continue to advance, 
the guard then warns the party by a sbrill whistling 
noise, till they have all taken the alarm, when ho 


joins them in the rear, and they all betake them - 
selves to the more inaccessible parts of the moun- 


tains.” vi: = e, e, 8h 

During the summer months, they are ſolſowed 
by their owners, who leave their winter habitationg 
and take up their residence amidst the hills; where 
'they erect, what are termed havodty, or summer 
dairy houses. These are merely huts like the cot- 
tages before described, not unlike the cennes occu- 
pied by the farmers of Switzerland. The furniture 
is equally simple with the building; a few stones 


along the sides are in lieu of beds. Here 9 


8upply the place of chairs, and bundles of rüsbes 
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pass their time in tending their flocks, or in harvest 
work; while the women milk the cattle,” and are 
occupied in their dairies: they milk both sheep and 
goats as well as cows. A goat yields daily about 
two quarts of milk, the sheep one. Of these they 
make butter ſor sale, and oheese for home aan 
tion. 
| Their mode of living is very simple : eb 
with a little hung smoke - dried goat, ſorms their 
principal food» while their drink consists of whey, 
or butter-milk, and a few bottles of cturu, pre- 
xrved as.a-cordial in case of illness. They are, a8 
may be expected from their plain and humble way 
of living, a hardy race; and free from many of those 
chronic diseases which are the offspring and con- 
comitants of luxury and dissipation. If medioine is 
deemed necessary, the vegetables in the vicinity ſur- 
nish it 4 nch it js administered by the advioe of some 
«kilful and venerable matro n. 
The senson over, on the approach of the 'oold, 
they return to their % 'drefon; or winter habita- 
tions, where they enjoy the produce of their gum- 
mer labours, and employ themselves in domestic 
concerns, It is usual for the head of. the family to be 
killed in, and to cxercise every trade necessary for 
their mode of life; as that of mason, carpenter, 
mith, wheelwright, shoemaker, taylor, &c. in which 
occupations the rest of the family assist him . and 
tis not a little gretiſying,to obserye with, what varied 
Ingenuity he performs the sevorul operations of handi- 
craft business. . i ee et 200% Uh dots 
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The Bottoms consist of meadows abounding with 
8ome tolerable. grasses, as Fg8TUCA OVINA, AGRos- 
is CAPILLARIS, &. but too often mized-with 3 
variety of the Carex , & Junous, with numerous 
Oxcnis's and AspmopeLs, which render the scanty 
crops of hay still less valuable from the baduess of 
the quality. 

The vales were now enlivened wi these ;ndeks 
tigable mountaineers, busy amidst their haymaking; 
geizing the opportunity which a dry day afforded to 
tecure it. Some were loading sledges, some with 
horses and panniers, and even men and women-car- 
rying it away upon their sboulders. The continued 
rains had almost spoiled the crop, and they would 
have been deprived of great part of this by the vio- 
lent hurricanes, had it not been for the ingenious 
precaution which hard necessity has taught them; 
that of muking very small cocks, 8nd placing 8 broad 
flat stone a little inclined over each; which terves 
the double purpose of keeping them steady, and de- 
fending them from the wet,®. I wished them zuccen, 


ren 
. Wnidvioch, or oral tornadoes, are very * ·ͤ＋— ; they com- 
mence by a distant rumbling noise, similar to that which precede 
earthquakes in the West Indies; and are seen advancing up the 
Cm and hollows in circular direction, and carrying fern; rashes, 
mo, .slate, Kc. with them; their hay, if unprotected,; and fre- 
quently, the summer dwellings, Mr. Jones, agent of the mines at 
Llanperis, relates, that gome time since, some workmen he had em- 
ployed to erect a wall on an adjoining hill were terrified by having 
their wooden boxes, in which they carried their provisions, snatch- 
ed up saddenly by one of these eddies, and ada . 
which 800n aſter fel}, nen. 1 98 X 
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while I lamented, that patient industry should be 80 
ill repaid ; as, - after all the anxiety and labour, to 
have only a spare crop of course and ill-made hay. 
However, it was the reserve for the sustenance 
of their oattle, during the long winters generally 
experienced here, and the ole dependanos for their 
preservation. l 

Winding round the base of the loſty Siabod; to 
the southward, the fine lake of Lyn y Gwynedd 
ttretches along the vale, about a mile in length, and 
half a one in breadth, with thick woods, (a pleasing 
rarity,) exhibiting the hoary spray of its numerous 
waterfalls, that rush down the rocks into the lake, to 
great advantage. A broad stream connects this 
with Llyn y ddinas, of equal extent, still confined 
by mountain-barriers, with a narrow strip of grass 
land on one side the 8treams, flughed by rains, 
roared down the craggy steep on the other ide ; and 
in foaming eddies marked their courge across . 
zurſace of the lake. 

This is the much-admired varked vale of Nant 
Hwynant,' The vast mountains that surround it, its 
transparent lakes, the numerous streams that water 
its verdant meads, the wild Avon Glas Llyn tumb- 
ling down the side of Snowdon from the lofty Flyn- 
non Las, its picturesque fall, and the hanging di- 
rersified woods, combine to entitle it to the appel- 
lation, Residence f Beauty. In this vale rises the 
remarkable elevation of . Dinas Emris, elothed on all 
ides with wood, which makes a distinguished figure 

5 | 


210 TOUR THROVGH NORTH WAL RS. 


in British story. — and tuo 
large ramparts of stone are still visible. | ; 
Here“ hapless Vortigern is said a 
himself after the disasters that followed bis impolitic 
treaty. A small hollow in an adjacent rock, is called 
Cell y Dewyniaid, or Cell of the Diviners, the at- 
tendants on the court of this British Prince, Among 
these the celebrated Merlin bore a distinguished 
part; whose story, while it serves to amose, will 
give some idea of the credulity and pusillanimity, 
the vice and cowardice, of this r _ of our 
histor x. 
Vortigern, finding himself tackle 0 cope wit 
the Saxons, whom he had invited into bis kingdom, 
had recourse to magic, to resist their arts and coun- 
teract their treachery. The oracular advice was, to 
build an impregnable fortress in Snowdon-z the plan 
was resolved on, and the building begun: but, as 
ſast as the materials were collected by day, they were 
removed by an invisible power by night. 

The magicians were again convened; To throw 
an air of mystery over impossibility, they asserted, 
that no building would stand that was not sprinkled 
with the blood of a child, born without the assistance 
of a father. 

The kingdom was searehed; for 2 
coalition, in an age when every thing was believed, 


* Gwrtheyn is said to have attempted building a castle here. 
This is the Welch name of Vortigern. Lu id, Evans, 97 25 Bardw, 
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was not deemed improbable. . At length a ir 
accident, brought the marvellous beipg. to light. T 

boys were quarrelling, and onę was overheard to l 
the other an unbegotten knave. The boy and bie 
mother were instantly taken before. the king : che 


conſessed that her child was supernaturally, begoiten 


by an ſncubus, The child was adjudged to be saeri- 
feed; but he, puzzling the wise men, with his ques- 
tions, and giving a rational account of the failyre, 
he was spared; obtained his liderty, and afterwards 
took the, lead in the. train of Necramagcers. wy be 
explanation he gave, doubtless put into his mouth by 
the contrivers of the scheme, was, that the fortresg 
was erected in a deep morass; 80 that, as soon as 
the heayy stones were laid, they Suk beneath the 
surface. 

Ambrosius, (for that was 1 original name,) v was 
the son of a noble Roman, and his mother a vestal 
virgin; she, having broken her vows to save ber 
honour and life, invented this fable of a supernatural | 
father; which the ignorance and eden Wn the 
times easily admitted.“ 

He was called Myrddin Emrys ; FR name of 
Myrddin was patronymic from Merlinus Ambrosius; 
the sirname he took from the Congress of Magicians 
that decided on his fate; and to. distinguish him 


from another Merlin, (Wyllt) born in Scotland. 


He was an able mathematician, astronomer, and 


Vid. Nennius Ealag. Brit, C. 42s. t Vid. . Lie Can. * 


5. 65. 
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ehymisl; * whereby he was able to perform wonders 
in the eyes of the vulgar, and to give a probable 
prognostication of future events. Hence he "was 
supposed, | ike Bacon, o bave had an illicit con- 
nection with the Spiritual world ; and all he did'was 
attributed to magie. Numbers of prophecies were 
attributed to him, the diyulging or N * 
which was prohibited by the council of Trent. 

I have now been traversing one of the most won- 
derful parts, and worthy of observation, in the three 
kingdoms ;+ which, in point of romantic scenery and 
variety of productions, is not perhaps to be equalled 
by | the boasted wonders of the Rhetian alps. The 
views are grand, picturesque, and pleasing : they 
exhibit a rich variety both of the sublime and beau- 
tiſul. Here is nothing of art, so diminutive in the 

le; but pure simple nature, wildly and capri- 
ciously porting, © in the p of ber | 8igantic 


Py 
 -* Like the Tuan tages, defies ese be e ee 
of a Genius ; and like them was the author of prophetic visions, de. 
clarative of the prosperous or adyerte e ts of his country. It was 
the policy of the British prigces to command the bards to ſoretell, 
in poetic trains, their iuecets in war, to incite their people to deeds 
of bravery ; for which cause the volgar zopposed them real pro« 
phets, Hence their great veneration for the prophetic dards, 
Myrddin Emrys, Taliesin, and Myrddin Wyllt, Ke. There u 
many of these prophecies still extant ; and the eustom of prophecy- 
ing did not cease till Henry V1I's, time; the reazon of which is 
oufficietitly cbyious. I een 22 


1 Near the walls of « farm-houn io hu vale grove the Fs 
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productions, grotesque rocks, — bills, and 
extensive lakes, agreeably interspersed and lying in 
their bogoms ; whence the most limpid brooks and 
romantic streams the eyes ever beheld; roll their 
salubrious waters down the sides of the mountains, 
or meander in pleasing murmurs through the dis- 
tant vales; and then fall in beautiful cascades over 
rocky wears; while the dense foliage af the over- 
hanging wood just permits the observer to ken the 
whitened  faam of these agitated waters: Again, 
meeting with farther obstruction, - they obtain new 
strength by accumulation, and dash headlong down 
some dreadful .. precipice into gloomy - excavations 
beneath; where, thundering and roaring, they con- 
tend amidst impending dissevered fragments of 
rock, which, by their impetuosity, they frequently 
dislodge, and burl ee ANI ns 
noise to the-vale below. | 

In this varied country a seen fat of, 
put on a pleasing appearance; but, on a nearer view, 
they inspire terrific ideas. The species of grandeuy, 
which accompanies the idea of immensity at a dis- 
tance, charms the sight; the heart feels absorbed in 
delight, while the eye ranges over this extensive 
chain of enormous and adamantine masses, rising 
one above the other in lofty gradation. The sue- 
cession. of soft and lively sbades, whose tints are 
tempered by -paszmg clouds, affords pleasurable sen- 
8ations ; and makes this native wall of rocks "= 
take of the beautiful rather than the cubhme, 


7 
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But the mind of gensibility'cannot take neuer 
view of these same scenes without experiencing an 


(involuntary terror. The almost-· constant sn 


'steep and mnaccessible ascents, gloamy > caverns, 
resounding torrents, that precipitate themselves ſtom 
the summits, the dark ſorests that here and there 
clothe their sides, and the enormous fragments de- 
tached by time from their foundations; all unite to 
impress the ideas of awe and apprehension. 
It is in scenes like these, far away from the fas- 
 cinating allurements and dissipating examples of 
public life, that the mind. becomes unshackled-from 
the world; regains its native freedom of election; and, 
smiling at the insignificant objects which hitherto 
engrossed its affections, nobly wings its flight and 
gains the skies. Absent from the destructive snares 
of folly and dissipation, I feel my own littleness and 
importance: the view of the one dethrones my 
pride; the view of the other ennobles and elevites 
my thoughts; the one disarms me of all selſ-conse- 
quence and self. exaltation; the other points to the 
Deity, and discovers my alliance with the Divine 
Nature, I feel gratitude arise towards the Supreme 
Being, ſor bestowing upon me an imagination which 
renders these scenes of grandeur and silence grate- 
ful to my heart. I see the hand of Gop in these 
stupendous objects. Alone, I feel his secret pre- 
dence guide my steps; conſess that he is about my 
paths and about my bed; and 1 I shall e 
8 im all my ways. 7610 54 
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The matnets er the inhabitants of this alpine 
tet partake ef the nattife of tbe country! They 
may be; tude, but they. ate genereus: "the ever) 
of their sky renders them hardy; while the pasteral 
life mingles a degree of soſtness in their character. 
These alpine Britons, who have seen no better 
houses than their own self-built huts; no other 
country but -their native rocks; and no other sky 
but their own atmosphere, darkened by clouds and 
deluged by storms; conceive the whole world to be 
in like manner formed of the same rough materials. 

The heavens do not, however, here always put 
on those unfriendly appearances. The tempest does 
not always rage, nor the forked lightnings strike 
the mountain's brow. The storms subside; the 
ky becomes serene; and the chearing sun again 
exhilarates the dreary scenes with his enlivening 
beams. Such are the Cambrian's head and Cam- 
brian's heart: kindness succeeds to anger, and ge- 
nerosity to savage fury. 

From history and observation it is evident, that 
the inhabitants of this country are not of a degene- 
rate cast; their sentiments are elevated, and their 
feelings warm. Boldness and intrepidity are in- 
nate. A spirit of liberty still warms their booms ; 
and they would trample _=— and wn under 
their feet, 

An inviolable ache prevails to their coun- 
try : they love their king, and they are grateful 
to Providence, who permits each individual to live 
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Bangor. 


is nine miles, of as delightful road as the fancy could 
possibly imagine. The views, whichever. way the 


Dear Sm, 


eye ranges, are diversified and picturesque ; to the 


right the alpine scenery we had just leſt arose ia 
sterner grandeur, flanked by the lesser elevations, 
with the varied Cyms, that separate the chain into 
8 many distinet mountains, terminating in wooded 
vales, behind which the aspiring summits recede in 
the back ground from the view. On the leſt the 
Anglesea shore, with its numerous inclosures and rich 
plantations, intermingled with the seats of Plas 
Glwyn, Plas Newydd, and Plas Llanedwyn ; and the 
Menai, opening with all the grandeur of an American 
river, till hid by the thick woods of Vaenol ; where 
is the house of Mr. Smith, an eminent mansion of 
that name. Nothing can exceed the beauty of the 
Menai, covered with small craft, and winding to 
the North - cast; as it appears in the different vistas 
of the woods which cover its margin. Its waters have 
greatly the advantage of a river ; those are frequently 
muddy at the return of tide, while these always re- 
tain their transparency, and that green hue and 


/ 
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sparkling brilliancy which are the W 
beauties of Sea- Mater. 


As we descend the hill of Vaenol, the sylvan 
scenery opens and exhibits the, neat little City of 


de 
ate nu 

So called from Bon char, (i. e. good Choir,) It lies 
in a narrow valley, between two low ridges of slate 
rock, open toward Snowdon- on the "South, und 
about half à mile below the town to the North, er- 
panding into the beautiful bay of Beautmaris ; the 
low towers of whose Castle are visible fem ide 
beach, the noble mansion of Lord Bulkley, ut Burom; 
Hill, rising majestically behind. Adu dibtah6s 
Puffin's Island, and the high promontory of Orthes 
Head, are sven to guard the entrance of the harbour; 
the vast Penmaen mawr; and a line 1 
cultivated fields, abounding in wheat and barley; Ve 
stretched along the sbere. This plave, at present 
80 small, was once so onsijderable as to be "called 
Bangor vawr, or the Great.“ It was deſended b) 
a powerful castle, built by Lupus, Earl of Chester; 
the scite of whieh» is still visible on a precipitous 
hill, about half a mile to the eastward of the City, 
and the form may now easily be traced by the re- 


Hee” 


»Tbese ate evident traces that this wut once a city of ebm. 
derable extent. It probably covered the whole of the rising ground 
now lying between the prezent town and the Menai. A 
ruins of buildings are r y em. 
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maining foundations, rr we could more of 
its history.? 

The nine" ger hots even) one 60 
greater and more ancient, - Bangor Lreded, in Flint- 
bite. Among other books we consulted for gui- 
dance in our route, was A "Walk through Maler. 


We entered Bangor with an . enthugiustic ardour, 


to see the divine river with the elegant bridge ; and, 
more especkdlly, the ruins of its far-famed monastery, 
where a hundred fresh Monks celebrated the praise 
of God every hour, day and night, (J7d."Gildas,) 
in conjunction with those of Glastonbury and Sulis- 
bury. Conceive the surprise of the party, when, on 
a survey of the place, we could not find suffioent 
water to be termed a trickling rill. In some instances 
we found our author accurate; and were much pleased 
with the brilliuncy of his descriptions; but we were 
at a most perfect loss how this majestio river could 
have been here in 1797 and not in 1798 ! Examin- 
ing our maps, it appeared, that no such river bad 
been known to run here for more than two cen- 
turies ; nor any bridge been heard of; save ohe pro- 
jected a few yeurs ago by the Irish travelling this way, 
to be built over the Menai; but the scheme, being 
opposed by the be of eee er en 
relinquished. | 

A reoginghleeh: friend Jia that aha! ether 
might have meant Bangor in Flintshire, a small 
village gituate in Maeler; on the Banks off the Dee, 


It was —_ a5 an ee by ihe Di, and after. 


wards by the Oliverian forces, in their route towards Caernarvon. 
2 
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through which the river famed in song is FRE" 
to flow, and over which a handsome stone bridge af 
five arches forms a communication between the 
counties of Flint and Denbigh. This suggestion 
led to an inquiry how the learned antiquarian f 
Bath eould have committed such a palpable blunden, 
One of our party, more sbrewd than liberal, did 
not hesitate to pay the author the same compliment 
Auen rand ihr traveller to the sour g 
the Nile; “ Sir, says he, * the pedestrian.Tourjat 
has never deen * of the Severn;“ but, finding 
he es acquainted with the intelligent landlord of the 
Three Eagles, I was still at a loss to conjecture the 
cause of so evident a misnomer in topograpbhical de · 
toription. Taking up Dr. Darwin's Zoonomia, the 
mysterious business was unravelled. In Chap. XX. 
on Reverie, the ingenious author observes, ( When 
we are employed with. great sensation of pleasure, or 
with great efforts of yalition, in the pureuit of som 
interesting train of ideas, we cease to he conscious uf 
our existence, are inattentive to time and place, and do 

not distinguish this train of sensitive and voluntary 
ideas from the irritatius ones excited by the presence 
aſ external objects; though our organs of sense are 
zurrounded with their. accustomed stimuli; till ut 
length this interesting train of ideas becomes en- 
hausted, or the appulses of external objects are up- 
plied with unusual violence, and we return with 
surprise or regret into the mon track of liſe.“ 
It immediately occurred, that this might have been 
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the case with the author in question. Having the 
History of the Massacre of the Monks strong ih his 
'ecollection, and his mind wufted back to the period 
when eruelty and devotion were the grand charac- 
teristies of the age, he might have been at the Three 
Eagles, refreshed himself at Hutchins's, and left 

Bangor before he was able to attend to the objects 
around him. And let him, who is inclined to smile 
at the doctrine, recollect, if he has never been 
guilty of the like from the force of prior impressions, 
and in instances more 1 to happiness 3 
for oft. % 124 4 tte 


F 1, eine 
6 Our ur waking dreams prove fa, ner 


The Britih chutches, as they had received the 
doctrines of the Gospel from apostolic hands, so for 
centuries they were jealous of preserving them pure, 
and transmitting them untainted to their posterity: 
and till the sixth century, they in a great measure 
retained their primitive integrity. But at length, St. 
Austin, with the innovations of Rome, arrived in the 
land, and endeavoured, by intreaty and force, to 
unite the British churches with the see of Rome. In 
some degree he preyailed, but the errors of that 
church were not 80 fully received by the Clergy of 
North Wales as those of England, as appears'by their 
uniformly rejecting the unscriptural injunction of ce- 
-libacy to the priesthood ; the Clergy being married 
through the whole period, and. readily. and una- 
nimously embracing the primitive principles of their 
churches, when the Restoration restored | them the 
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liberty of reassumption. But the inſraction oſ then 
privileges was resolutely withstood by the Britigh 
Clergy: and, if they were not all perfectly pure in theit 
morals, for Gildas unmetcifully accuses them, yet, 
as a body, they stood forward: hke men of principle in 
the cause, and defended it with a determined yigouy, 
| becoming persons who were contending for che faith 
once delivered to the Saints. The Bards: united in 
their efforts, denouncing woe on such of the Clergy 
as were remiss and neglected their duty in so perilous 
a time, when their temporal and spiritual privileges 
were in danger of becoming a prey to the avaries and 
rapine of unjust invaders. 
Taliesin has leſt this curious e 


©  Gmaer offeiriad byd, nis anghreiffiia gya. 
Ae nis Pregetha: 
\Gwae'ni cheidw, ei Gail "_ fugail 
As nis areilia. 
| Gwae ni cheidw ei diefad, thay Bid — 
Ai fon gnwppa. e 
Moe to the Priest at e. eve or mor 
Neglects to preach, or weed his com, 165 
And root out all the tares. 
| Woe to the shepherd that's remiss 
In watching of his flock, and is 
Unfaithful in his cares. „% 15902 ve ROW 


Woe be to him, that doth not keep. | 
With shepherd's staff, his harmless day's 
From Romish wolves and snares. 


* ; 
„ 
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This opirited redictance brought Jown ge then 
the revenge of Rome. St. Austin and his Condi 
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had obtained considerable influence in several of the 
Saxon Courts. Edelfrid, King of Northumberland, 
having obtained an advantage over the Strath Clwyd 
Britons, was instigated to turn his arms against the 
Welch, who were at at ws in en of 
Chester. Hearth 

On his arrival near 8 a his army W drawn 
up in front of the enemy, he perceived a body of 
men, without military appearance, stationed in a place 
of security. Struck at the novelty of the sight, he 
inquired into the cause, and was told, they were the 
Monks from the Monastery of Bangor, who had come 
to offer up their, prayers for the prosperous event of 
the day. Enraged at anWpposition so singular in its 
nature, and stimulated with an hatred ſor a religion, 
that threatened the destruction of Paganism, Edelfrid 
commanded this army first to assail this defenceless 
and pious troop, who had already ſasted and prayed 
three days. Twelve hundred of these unfortunate 
religious were cut in pieces, and fifty only of the 
whole number present at .the battle. —_— the 
enemy's sword. 

After this cowardly act, the to Ware marched 
to Bangor, and, with a barbarism worthy only of 
Goths and Vandals, destructive of those arts which 
wſten and improve human nature, he entirely laid 
vaste that ancient and celebrated seminary of reli- 
gion and learning, and committed to the flames its 
ſaluable library. Edelfrid then attempted to pene- 
rate into Wales, but bis passage over the Dee was 
üsputed at Bangor by the Prince of Powis, ho 
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gallintly dust ine the charge, till relieved by Cdray 
| King of North Wales, Meredydd, king of South 
Wales, and Bledrus, the Sovereign of Cornwall,” 
+ When | the confederate Princes had joined 
their forces, they called in religion to their aid, 
. Dinawd, the Abbot of Bangor, delivered an oration 
to the army; and, before the action commenced, 
gave orders, that the soldiers should kiss the ground, 
in commemoration of the Communion of the body 
of Cnnisr; and should take up water in their hands 
out of the Dee and drink it, to the remembrance of 
his precious blaod. Animated by this act of devotion, 
and stung with resentment for the disgrace and injury 
they had lately received, th& Welch encountered the 
Saxons with great fury, entirely defeated them with 
the loss of ten thousand men, and obliged Edelfrid, 
with the remains of his army, to make a you 
retreat into his own country, 

There was something singular in the event of 4 
day, as an act of retributive justice, and as it 
severely punished, in the sight of Bangor, the recent 
and wanton desolation of its Monastery. These events 
are differently detailed by historians, but there is no 
doubt as to the authenticity of the facts, sinee the) 
are admitted by all, without a single exception; and 
they serve strongly to prove what inveterate ranedur 

| there is in the human heart against real religion; and 

that, when its enemies endeavour to suppress or op- 
pose it, they generally aim the weapon of their 
malice at the persons of its Ministern. 

Aſter this massacre, which happened: A. 05 508, 
the remaining Monks were dispersed. Some of 
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them were collected onder Daniel, son of Danaum 
or Dionothus, at this place, where be founded a col- 
lege for the education of youth, and gave it the name 


of Bangor, from whence it was removed. A church 
was soon erected, and it was made a, Bishop 's See, 


by Maelgwyn, and Daniel coosecrated. Bishop of it 
by Dubricius, Archbishop of Caerleon. Fig, Rows 
hand, p. 163. 

The church was endowed with lands and Pala va 
by Maelgwyn, A. D. 550, who is related to have been 
50 struck at the criminality of his past life, that he 
resolved to devote the residue to the eloister. But 
the pleasures of the world, to which he was too owch 
addicted, indyced him to. relinquish the design, and 
again to return to the affairs of court, and Wafer 
habits of criminality. 

The Deanery was founded by Iago, bo Beli, A. D, 
603, and further endowed by Andrawd, A. D. 878; 
and still further by Edgar, in the reign of Howel ap 
Jefaf, who is said. to haye built a parochial church, 
dedicated to St. Mary, behind the palace. The | 
cathedral was destroyed by the Saxons, 107.1. "It was 
rebuilt by King John, A. D. 1212. In 1402 it was 
burnt and pillaged by Owen Glyndwr, and lay in 
ruins for near acentury, The choir was restored by 
Bisbop Deny, and the present body and tower built 
by Bisbop Skeffington, 1532, The tower was to 
bare been raised to twice its present height, but the 
Bichop's death prevented the execution. Indeed the 
nixed and ornamental architecture mark the time of 
oY * 


Fo 
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Henty VII. It is built cruciform and conslsts of 4 
large nave, transept and choir ; but the effect of the 
transept is lost on one side by a new Register Office, 
lately erected, which greatly disfigures the erte 
appearance of the building. Th 

Among the remains of eminent persons that lis 
' here, are those of Gryffydd ap Cynan, who died 
A. D. 437; but no vestige of the shrine remains, 
Beneath a simple arch lies the body of Owen Gy. 
nedd, the wise and valiatit Prince of North Wales, 
who obtained this high enicomiuth—® He died re- 
gretted by his friends, and feared by his enemies, 
A. D. 1167.” Part of Bishop Skeffington is depo- 
Sited here, who died in 1530; and who, by a sin- 
gular wilt, directed, that his body should be interred 
at Beaulieu, of which monastery he had been Abbot, 
and his heart deposited at Bangor, before the image 
of St. Daniel. 

The choir is fitted up in a style of neat and simple 
elegance, by the munificence of the present prelate, 
and orriamented with a good organ, the gift of Dr. 
Thomas Lloyd, 1779. The service of this cathe- 
dral js performed with reverential decorum, arid 4 
true solemnity of devotion ; and à regulation has 
been made by the Bishop, to accommodate all the 
inhabitants of Bangor and the environs. The service 
is performed i in Welch at seven o'clock in the mort- 
ing, in English at eleven, and in Welch again at 
four in the afternoon. 


Thechapterconsists of a Dean, three ure deren 


ron 'THROVGH' NORTH WALES,— © 227 


two Preeentors, evo. Viears, six Minor Canons, six 
lay Clerks, 'and eight mts with an dome un 
2000. per uͤnnum. 1 c bt, 

The Bishop's pulade how as Nr owe! of the 
cathedral; and was febuile by Bisbop Skeffington ; 
and though it has of late been greatly improved, it is 
far from being $0 KAT as nog of his 80 
copal brethren in England. is 

I had to fatnent, that a mg FIR with his 
Chancellor had driven the present Diocesan from 
bis residence.; and with lietle prospect of his return, 
While I regretted the cause of his absence, I was 
induced to ask-whether any motives of private pique 
or improper conduct on the part of an individual, 
could justiſy a obristain Bighop 3 in the dereliction of 
his solemn and impartial. charge ? leaving his Clergy 
to their own discretion, unsupported by his zeal, and 
vithout' encouragement"from- his example ? and 
this at a time 100, When, With's! Hiudable regard ſor 
dixcipline,” be was enforcing paroghial residence 
among bis Clergy with the, most rigorous exaction ? 
Itis to be hoped; his Lordship will speedily recover 
from all sehfisft eongiderations, arſd, placing the petty 
reflection of u single oppodenes insolende or . 
in the scale with the weighty appendages of a mitre, 
will be induced to return to his cathedral, again ani 
mate his diocese by his-prevence; and be a blessing to 
his neightoorkooe: by his worted hberality®" Nene 


15e |; 3 q 


* While thib work Was golüg 40 Press, the ichop died, as it is at 8 
of 4 brokeat heart. Te war wich plewure und ihdiguation I received 


a2 
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The bouse called the Friery, stood at a>8mall dis. 
tance from the city, founded 1276, or as Tanner 
says by Tudor ap Gronvw, Lord of Penmynydd, 
1297. It was probably a house of Minor or Franciitun 
Friers, as was another at Beaumaris, ſounded by 


6 918 
- - * 7 
[| * 


from an impartial adherent to truth, resident on the spot, an bc. 


count of the real cause of his iniquity which raised the peraccu. 
Indignation at the malice 'and{'absenting bimself from his diocese, 
tion, and pleasure at the integrity of principle and tectitude of con, 
duct which provoked it. Dr, Warren was an instance of a christian 
Bishop being cruelly persecuted, ' driven from his charge, and | 
hunted like a beast of prey, in a country where christianity is po. 
tected; and extablighed by law, and at the close of the eighteenth 
century, Too honest to be the toad eating tool of men, volgarly de- 
nominated the great © and too holy to forego his solemn engagements, 
and make the patrimony of the church a treasury for electioneering 
bribes ; he was pursued with every engine'that malice could' invent, 
or money procure, He was fepresented as a monster of iniquity, 
though as innocent as a lamb; and the fortitude- and regigaation 
with which he long bore the taunts and threats of his enemies, ww 
only exceeded by their malicious industry and relentless fury. Their 
hatred was inexorable, their revenge insatiable. Vile teporte, para 
graphs in newspapers, and periodical publications ; ren 
| phlets, ridiculous caricatures, and menacing letters of assasihation, 
were some of the instruments made use of ; and and from the affair of 
Amlewch Church, till the day of his death, he had not a moment 
respite. And what had he done ? Impartially might be bave summed 
vp his defence, as one did of old, . EI nbi rupplicium, causa faine 
pium. He is gone, where the wicked cease from troublibg, and the 


"weary are at rest. And I would charitably recommend tu the te 
lentless persecutors of the good Bishop, be they g or dh. . 
riously to prepare to meet the injured prelate at that tribunal where 
there is no respect of .perzons ; and where impartjal, Justice alike 


awards to the injucer and the injured their reapective eetribation- | 


— © 
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Llewelyri, 1230, and dedicated to St. Francis. A 
grant of it was made by Edward VI. to Thomas 
Brown and William Breton, who gave it to Doctor 
Glynn, to convert into a free school, 1557. It 
has long been in high repute, as a training semi- 


nary for Oxford, and Trinity College, Dublin. 


A 


very handsome school-house has been lately erected, 
and the present master is the Rev. P. Williams, of 


Christ Church College, Oxon, with an ene of 


L. 400 per annum. | 

At a stnall distance from the city, is one _ the 
six ferries into Anglesea, called Borih; which being 
considered the safest, is more used than all the 
others. There is a good inn on this side for the 
accommodation of passengers, beautiſully situated 
in hanging. garderis on a rock, that overlooks the 


Menai : 


on the shore grows abundance of the 


CocuLeanta orricixALIs, C. Danica, ParaveR 
Campricum, Liengw puscus, L. LanaTus, L. 
CERULESCENS, BRYUM VERTICILLATUM, Byssus 
AUREA, and ASPLENIVM LANCEOLATUM ; and on the 
rising ground, between the city and the ferry, the 
mum and GALLEOPSIS VIL- 


LOSA, 


The situation of Bangor renders -it peculiarly 


eligible as a place of residence. There are a num- 
ber of m_ houses We to the elergy and 


» «« A Prjoty of White Beers, by Bangor, dedicated to Jew.” 


(Vid. Leland,) Bu 


t for this we had not known whether they had 


been black, white, grey, erutched, begging, . or preaching n 
of this ramified order. 
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gentry who. reside near ; and the whole being white- 
washed, and covered with; slatcs, hape 8 neat. and 
comfortable appearance. The variety of, views and 
pleasant walks, the sea, the vicinity to Caernar- 
Von, and the great Irish and London road passing 
through the place, are inducements not nue met 
with together. 

Free from the bustle * larger, and the SOLAR 
of more polished cities, it seems fitted for social re- 
tirement : where the mind may have leisure for in- 
vestigation and reflection, and occasionally find re- 


lief from its weariness in the e 0 friendly 


intercourse. 

Struck with the 1 on my Were into it, aclowr 
observation of the distinct parts that formed the 
agreeable whole, served to confirm my opinion, and 
rivet my attachment: and with all the enthusiasm 
of Horace for his favourite Tiber, I men 7 


« Bancher Arvona positum clone. 
Sit meæ Sedes, utinam senectæ.“ 


I wished to take up my abode in this highly. fa- 
voured spot; to give free range to my partialities 
for natural history, in a country that afforded such 
opportunities for its pursuit; and only regretted 
that the duties of my station called me to a more 
public situation. 

I had forgot to inform you that » we . up at the 
Three Eagles; where we met with good acoοemo- 
dations and the most pointed civility from our host, 
Mr. Hutchins ; whose urbanity of manners, and 
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extensive information will induce those, who have 
once experienced it, to make an effort to spend 
their halting day at Bangor. 

About a mile below the city, on the heh is a 
considerable salmon snare: it is formed by posts 
driven into the ground, at certain regular distances, 
and the intervals closed with watling or wicker- 
work. The fence, which forms a $nare, is about 
ten feet high, and six or seven hundred yards in 
length, of a semicircular shape. The fish roll in 
with the flood tide, and, as it ebbs, they are farally 
debarred returning to the ocean, by this ingenious 
device: hundreds of salmon, with immense quan- 
tities of other fish, are frequently taken at one 
tide. This fishery is the property of Lord Penhryn ; 
but is let to fishermen at à very considerable rental. 

The Menai abounds with eels, . crabs, lobsters, 
cockles, perewinkles, limpets, and other shell fish. 
Informed that many of them were within our reach, 
the tide being out, we determined to satisfy our cu- 
riosity. 

The beach is covered with large stones, washed 
up by the violence of the tide: under many of these 
there are cavities filled with water; in which are se- 
creted quantities of eels, crabs, &c. which were 
discoverable on turning over the stones. The takin 
them is attended with some difficulty, owing to 
the slippery quality of the one, and the griping fa- 
culty of the other; but, at the same time, affords | 
2 pleasing and profitable amusement. A large as- 
zrtment was the result of our diversion ; and a 
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second edition of the pleseure, devoid of the toil, wes 
furnished by the delicious repast. © 

So prone is man to neglect, if not to despise, the 
good within his power chat you will not be surprised 
to hear, the poor of thefneighbourhood do not take 
advantage of this constant supply which Providence 
has thrown in their lap. 

Another walk furnished us with new scenes for 
observation. Two miles from Bangor is Aber Cegid, 
a small creek, through which the Ogwyn empties 
itself into the Menai, fordable at low water ; on this 
creek a new port is fast rising into consequence, 
formed at the expence of Lord Penhryn, (and called 
after his name) for the advantage of his Lordsbip's 
slate quarries, which are four miles above at Dolawyn, 
near Llyn Meirig, in the mountains of Ogwyn. 
The situation of Port Penhryn is convenient, being 
well sheltered by the Anglesea shore, and vessels of 
three and four hundred tons burthen ride securely 
close to the quay, to take in their lading ; there 
were vesscls now here from London, Bristol, and 
Liverpool; but the chief trade is with Ireland; 
this is made the grand depõt of the slate trade; and 
spacious warehouscs are erected for that purpose; 
the hills from whence they are precured are some of 
those secondary mountains that form the first para- 
pet of the Snowdon chain. The slates are of all 
sizes, from large tomb-stones and slabs ſor pavement, 
down to the smallest size used for roofing ; they 
are distributed into the respective sizes and qualities, 
according to the scheme, and sold at the fallowing 
prices, for money only. 
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Duchesses 5 per 1000 3 10 0 5 
Countesses- - ditto = 2 0 0 
Ladies”! „„ „ Alte 4 ere 
Doubles - ditto 0 11 O 
Singles - - ditto = 0 5 0 
Patents = per ton 1 6 0 
Rag - - ditto-- 0 18 0 
Kiln Ribs per yard 0 0 3 


Near the port a large manufactory of cyphering 
dates, ink-stands, and other fancy articles, is carried 
on by an agent of his Lordship's, through whose po- 
liteness we obtained the above statement, and the fol- 
lowing account of the process of the manufactory. 

The rude slates from the mines are first reduced to 
shape and size by a small edged tool, similar to a 
plaisterer's batchet, the slate being previously placed 
on the edge of an iron plane, fixed vertically; they 
are then taken to the scraper, who, with a stall piece 
of thin steel, takes off the imperfect laminæ, and re- 
duces the surface to a level; they are passed into 
other hands, who grind them with a flat stone; after- 
wards polished by the actions of water and slate-pow- 
der; and being 8tained with a black water-colour 
and framed, are piled up in grosses for exportation. 
They are distinguished into two sizes, large and small, 
price of the large, 51. per gross, and the small 21. 6s. 
ditto. To such a degree of proficiency have the 
Welch arrived in the manufacturing of this article, 
that they are able to undersell the Dutch, while the 
quality is much better. The slates imported from 


1 


234 
| Holland are always rough, and of an indifferent co. 
jour on one side, while those of Wales are equally 
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coloured and polished on both: a sure criterion of 
| the two manufactories. At a small distance from 
the port, a handsome building attracted our notice: 
it was Roman luxury accompanied by Roman taste; 
an elegant set of hot and cold sea- water baths, with 
dressing, tea- rooms, &c, the light is admitted through 
a beautiful dome at top; they exhibit, in their de- 
sign and execution, the taste of the architect, and the 
liberality of the owner.“ The building, for the 
boundage of the daily tides, stands far out, and a 
communication is formed with the park by an amaz- 
ing high carriage terrace, whence the surrounding 
views on the Menai are seen to great advantage. 
Entering the park, the turrets of the noble mansion 
of Penhryn appear, standing on the summit of a 
bill, formerly embosomed with a grove of venerable 
oaks, which have now given place to more modern 
plantations. 

This was once a royal residence, and the present 
mansion is supposed to have been erected upon the 
cite of a palace occupied by Molwynog, prince of 
North Wales. In 987, it was levelled to the ground 
by Meredydd ap Owen. Llewelyn bestowed it upon 
Yardyr ap Trahaiarn ; and in the reign of Henry VI. 
it was rebuilt on a smaller scale by Gwilim ap Gryf- 
fydd. In Leland's time it was inhabited by a Mer. 
Powel ; and in the reign of Elizabeth it was the pro- 


* This was the ingenious Myatt, and the building, terrace, &c- 
is said to have cost 30,0001. 
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perty and residence of the celebrated naval com- 
mander Piers Gryffyd, who so nobly distinguisbed 
himself in the defeat of the Spanish Armada. 
The present possessor is Richard Penoant, created” 
September 16th, 1783, Baron Penhryn, of Penhryn, 
in the couuty of Louth, His lordsbip married 1765, 
Ann Susanna, daughter of Lieutenant-General War- 
burton, of Winnington, in the county of Chester, in 
whose right he posesses a moiety of the estate. It 
must be a drawback upon his lordship's happjoess to 
reflect, that he» has no child to inherit either his ti- 
les or his treasures. The buildings inclose a large area 
or quadrangle, with a gateway, tower, chapel, vast 
hall, saloon, and other apartments. The whole has 
lately undergone a thorough repair; and numerous 
alterations, still preserving the Gothic style. have been 
made under the direction of that able architect, Mr. 
Wyatt. An old drinking horn is preserved as a relic 
of the farmer hospitality of Penhryn; it is consider- 
ed as very ancient, but the initials P. G. &c, tend to 
a conjecture, that it is not older than the time of 
Elizabeth. It is a large ox's.horn, enriched with sil- 
er, and suspended by a chain of the same metal. 
Among the ancient Welch, according to the Leges 
Halliæ, the following distinctions prevailed ; Ist, 
Y Corn ydd y fo y Brenin, or the prince's born 
2, Corn y Cyweithas, or that by which the domestics 
of the palace were assembled ;—and 3d, the Corn v 
pencynydd, the chief huntsman's, (vid. 311.) On 
ſestive days, it was a favour. granted to the chief of- 
fieers to drink out of the prince's horn, and to the in- 
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ferior domestics out of those belonging to.the Supe- 
riors. The etiquette | of the ceremony was, that its 
contents (strong metheglin) must be quaffed at one 
tip; and the horn blown by the person who drank 
last, to show there was no flinching. Such horns 
were in use among the Saxons, Danes, and Scotch, 
and most northern nations. Johnson mentions one 
preserved at Dunvegan, the seat of Macleod ; An 
ox's horn hollow, so as to hold two quarts, which 
the heir of Macleod was expected to swallow at one 
draught, as a test of his manhood, before he was per- 
mitted to bear arms, or could claim a seat among 
the men.“ (Vid. Journ. to the Heb.) 
The south entrance into the park is ey a grand 
gateway in the style of a triumphal arch, and corre- 
sponds with the magnificence of the mansion. The 
river Ogwyn, which used to extend its waters over a 
wide stony bed, is confined within narrow limits, and 
the different falls in it form pleusing cascades, which 
are seen from the front of the house, through vistas 
cut for the purpose, in the plantations ; in it grows 
the CoxrknvA 'FLUVIATILIS. His lordsbip, with 
a spirit of gratitude; and with a view of recom- 
mending an article that produced him a princely in- 
come, has inclosed his park with palisadoes of slatt ; 
they are cut into strips of five feet long and about d 
inches broad, and are fastened to the railing by 
. wooden pins. 
On a small eminence, just above the banks of the 


Ogwyn, stands the very neat structure of Llandegai 


church; it is built cruciſorm, the tower resting upon 


— 
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four arches in the centre of the building ;' the 8tyle is 
perfect Gothic, and marks the age of Edward III. 
The church · xard is inclosed by a slate fence round 
the bottom of the cone- shaped bill; which, with the 
neatness of tho edifice, and the perspicuous situation, 
gives it a pleasing appearance; it is celebrated for 
being the burial-place of Archbishop Williams: a 
mural monument,“ with the figure of the prelate in 
bis archiepiscopal robes, kneeling before an altar, is 
placed over his remains. This great man was long 
the subject and the sport of fortune for: a series of 
years : he successively enjoyed her favours, was ex- 
alted to the see of Lincoln, became lord-keeper of 
the privy- seal, and was made metropolitan of York ; 
while in the former station, he was tried by his peers, - 
and being found guilty of subornation, suffered im- 
prisonment fram 1637 to 1640. After being liberated, 
r be- 


f 


* On sight of this: monunent, Dr. Navis felt himself oberically. 
inspired, and produced the elegant lines preserved in Dodsley's col- 


lection, Vol. 6. 
After lamenting over the fallen honours of the degraded Ts 


he breaks out in an animated apostrophe. 
* Could not thy Lincoln yield her pastor room, 


Could not thy York supply thee with a tomb * 


And ends with this pleasing moral. | 
«« Envied Ambition, what areall thy schemes, 
But waking misery, or pleasing dreams ; 
Sliding and tottering on the heights of state, 
The subject of this verse declares thy fate, . 
Great as he was, you see how small the gain, 
A burial s obscure, a muze 50 mean. 
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| ing shortly after banished, he died at the houde of fie 
Roger Mos: yn, of Gleddaeth, in 1650, Aged 68. Mr. 
Pennant has said, © that he must be considered as 4 
wise, rather than a good man; he is charged with 
being baughty, highly resentful, and bis character 
fraught with duplicity ; the protest he made in the 
House of Lords“ is produced as a proof of the ſot · 
mer, and the advice he gave his unfortunate master,f 
with regard to the Earl of Strafford, of the latter. 
It must be confessed, chat i in his political conduct 
the archbishop discovered too much of thei curad 
doctrine of Machiavel, © a public und a private con» 
gcienec; but it should be remembered, that he lived 
in times when political and moral order were tram 
pled under ſeet: when the spirit of party ran 80 high, 
25 to overwhelm the consideration of strict justice: 
and the want of charity and honour were lost in the 
provocations of injury, and the prevarications sng« 
gested by the sudden impulse of self- preservation. 
He retired, in the latter part of his life, to the peace - 
ful retreats of North Wales, devoted his life to the- 


* (Gan, © on the debate for taking away the votes of bike 
in the House of Peers, he, by an impassioned speech, induced eleven 
Bishops to join him in the protest against all Acts that should pass 
the House during their forced absence; for this they were im. 
peached of high treason, and doorned to eighteen months“ {trprizon- 
ment, but soon after relen ed upon bail. Ihe Atchbistwp was. ba- 
ni>hed his ous during the disturbanees in mum of York. 


+ His * to Charles was, in case the King 4 bot win 
Cromwell by promises and fair treatment ; to have recoume to stia- 


tagem, to secure his persoft and put him to dea. 


ditation 
with a 

believin 
faith of 


r. i 


8 


FIT © 


E 
7 


t win 
) Stra- 


A F 


rob THROUGH NORTH WALES. 239 
ditation and prayer, and is said to have met death 
with a fortitude that must have been ingpired by a 
believing hope and a resignation, that ke the 
faith of a Christian. 5 


Iam, 
Yours, &c. 
J. E. 


1 


%. 
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© LETTER X. 
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Conway, 


Lzavime Bangor, with regret, as we pro- 
ceeded towards Conway the country increased in tho 
richness and variety of the views: the Menai here 
begins to expand itself from the harbours of Beau- 
maris and Conway into the Irish sea, beyond the 
jetting promontories of the great and little Ormes. 
head: the lofty Ogwyn stretching away to the east- 
ward, the sullen Penman-Mawr in front, and the va- 


Deas Sin, | 


riety of shipping to and from the harbour of Liver- 


pool in the distant offing, beguiled the time till we 
found ourselves in the small, but celebrated village 
of Aber, at the entrance of a glen, that runs in about 
two miles, bounded on one side by a mountain co- 
vered with woods, and on the other by a tremendous 
Slate rock, called Maes y Gaer, In the upper part 
of the glen, a semicircular rock presents itself, over 


which, in wild uproar rolls an impetuous mountain 


torrent, consisting of a double fall, the lowest of 
which may be about fifty feet, and forming a broad 
and white sheet of water, whose dashing. foam pro- 
duces a snowy spray or dew, not unlike the Stan- 
bauch observed by traycllers amidst the Alps. 

6 | 
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The pleaging situation of the inn, under a group . 
of mountains rising in proud pre · eminence abous 
each other ia the back- ground, while! Anglesea dis» 
plays. her wooded shores in-front, neg n the 
traveller to spend a day at 


Ark. 


| Near the village is a conical mewn, oo wbich for. 

merly stood a castle, the palace of the princes of 

North Wales; in digging lately, some remains- of 
its foundation were discovered : it was here Llew- 
elyn received the summons to deliver up the prin- 
cipality to the crown of England, upon the three qua- 
lied conditions advised by the Archbishop of Cans 
terbury, and which produced. the gpigited-memonial, 
which, for its animated and eloquent dietion, might 
have reflected credit on a more polished age, and at 
once discovered the oppressiye measures pursued by 
Edward, and the | injurious treatment the Welch ex- 


perienced from their baughty neighbours, (Fd. 
Powell.) | 


This is. one of the ferries to Anglesea: 580 cha 
tide is out, the Lavan sands are dry ſor four miles 
over which the passenger has to walk to and from the 
channel, where. the ferry- boat plies ; these, frequently 
thifting, render it highly dangerous, and several in- 
ances have occurred of persons having been lost, at- 
tempting to cross them. As many are under the ne- 
cess ity of adventuring, a wise and humane precau- = 
tion has been adopted: the large bell of Aber is rung 

R | 
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constantly during foggy weather, to direct thoge 
coming from the island by its sound to that line 
across the sands which is esteemed the least perilous, 
Passing the small village and church of Llanyair 
Vidhan a vast promontory, rising abruptly, like the 
Rock of Gibraltar, from the ocean, presents itself in 
tremendous majesty, and with its grey and weather. 
beaten sides, forms a fine contrast to the verdant 
meads and fertile fields of the — coun, 
Tho celebrated Pass of 


$eries « 
cipice, 
the gre 


mount; 


PRNMAN Maws, 


Was justly once the terror of the traveller; the 
mountain, protruding itself into the sea, afforded but 


a very narrow passage along a shelf on its side for the yet ren 
terrified traveller: under his feet were showers of forts of 
rude stones that impeded his progress: beneath, some places 

hundred fathoms down, the roaring ocean : and, ar 


above his head, the over-hanging precipice, that mo- 
mentarily threatened to overwhelm him, or hurry him 
headlong down the craggy steep. The danger, from 
the steepness of the mountain, and the crumbling 
strata under his feet, increased with his progress, and 
one false step in different parts must have inevitably 
proved fatal ; it was long a terror to the neighbour- 
hood, and the winter evenings were fearfully occu- y cell 
pied in reciting the dangers and the accidents of I l, ar 
Penman Mawr. 

In 1772*, an application was made to Parliament, 


. The road could only have been repaired at this time, not entirely 
made as 30me «tate, it being defended by a wall towards the ben ati 
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thore and a generous, aid was granted for the purpose of 
line improving and securing this part of the road to Ho- 
ilous, MI 1ybead. A voluntary subscription, in which the eity 
nvair of Dublin bore a distinguished part, was also added; 
e the and under the judicious management of that able 
elf in engineer, Mr. Silvester, what was deemed beyond the 
ther. power of human art to remedy, was speedily effected; 
rdant Wl the road is widened a proper breadth for carriages to 
try, pass each other, by cutting the solid rock; while the 
ide towards the sea is secured by a wall built upon a 
xeries of arches, meeting the irregularity of the pre- 
cipice, with circular holes at regular distances, to take 
the great quantities of water that descend from the 
mountain in rainy seasons. One obstacle, however, 
jet remains, that will probably for ever baffle the ef- 
forts of ingenuity : the sides of the mountain in some 
places rise, nearly perpendicular the whole. of the 
height ;*® but, in others, they project over the present 
road, and many disjointed masses, of precarious te- 


nuch earlier period, * We went over the famous precipice called 
Penman Mawr, which fame has made abundance more frightful than 
i really is ; the rock is, indeed, very high, and if any one chould 
all from it he would be dasbed in pieces; yet, on the other hand, 
dere is no danger of falling; and besides, there it now a wall 
tile all the way on the edge of the precipice to ecure them. Those 
vdo have been at the hill or pass of Exterkex, in Scotland, know 
dern, ny well the danger there is much greater,” Fid. @ Tour in Grea? 
nts of Inter, pived by Strahan, 171.5 


ment, MW * Camel, i Hee 
vide, reported it 1545 feet above the beach at low waters | ' 
entirely R 2 
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nure, threaten to crush the traveller to atoms. The 
strata, having its earth washed away by torrents, and 
rended by severe frosts, fragments at intervals full, 
and, for a time, render the road utterly impassable: 
lapses of this kind are not unfrequent, and men are 
employed to separate these huge masses in pieces, by 
blasting with gunpowder to facihtate their removal; 
numbers of such were now lying in the road of seye- 
ral tons weight each; it sometimes happens, that the 
goats, skipping from crag to crag, to browse the al. 
pine shrub, detach fragments sufficiently large from 
the space which they pass through to prove fatal to 
persons passing at the time ; the traveller, therefore, 
cannot divest himself of all fear, nor mas. fee 
himself secute from danger. 
On the summit of a hill called Braich i ddinas, ri- 
sing out of Penmaen, are the ruins of a castle, the 
fortifications of which were: capable of containing 
20,000 men; the remains of walls are still standing, 
and a well that supplied the garrison is constant 
full of water, furnished by the condensed vapour of 
the mountain. A very faithful description of this i 
given in Gibson's edition of Camden, Vol. II. p. 804. 
This was considered the strongest post possessedb/ 
the Welch in the district of Snowdon : 'it was of great 
magnitude, and so strong by its natural position, that 
a hundred men might hayedefended themselves against 
an army; in that age it was deemed impregnable, 
and here it was the remains of the Welch army were 
posted pending the negotiation between Edward and 


Llewelyn. 
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The mountain abounds with the Cana raus ARA, 
but we sought in , vain for the Nondescript Plant, 
which is called ArALRUR PRENy whose fruit resem- 
bles a lemon, and is said to grow upon the top of 
Penmaen ; we were informed that continual attempts 
have been made to transplant it from this elevated 
ituation without effect; the last attempt was made 
by Lord Bulkley ; it was transplanted into his gurden 
at Baron Hill, but soon dwindled and died! This 
fallure might be aceounted for from a general error 
not only of Horticulturists but Botanists themselves, 
that plants which are the inhabitants of das and 
mountains require a dry soil: whereas, on the con- 
trary, most alpine plants delight 1 in a wei soil: their 
element is water, not to mention the abundance of 
nin, and the eonstant oozings of numerous springe, 
the habitats of many are the PAT vo, with which 
the sides and summits of uncultivated hiſs eonstantly 
abonnd, It is time this fundamental mistake wis re- 
moved from the regions of Botany. A 0 
In this vicinity ate à variety of Druidical aud Ro: 
man remains: Cromlechs, Carnedds, Maen herion, 
old forts, &c, and the whole parish of Dwygyvylety 
furnishes abundant matter of eee, _ the 
earned antiquary. D 
A small rivulet of the de dane divida Ge öde 
from the great Penmaen, and the hollow which used 
to be à ravine is nearly filled, and a bridge thrown 
across the stream. Ascending the laborigus Steep o of 
dychnant, and leaving hs Ger Laus Sid the 
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left, we descended a hill for two miles, and enters 1 


through the Porth ucka, the town of een ce! 
Conwar. n a OM foe 
Caer 


It nds upon the river Conway, called by Pto- MW cient 
lemy Conovius, and which, at high water, is herea are d 
mile over. The river rises out of Lyn Conwy, at the W small 
southern extremity of the county, in the mountains W hypo 
of Penmachno ; the name Aymyy signifies the great W ding 
or chief river, and it perhaps deserves this — 
tion, as it is one of the noblest streams of its length 


in Europe: in the course of twelve miles it receives Ou 
80 many rivulets as to be able to bear ships built 
of burthen.; and for small craft is navigable to called 
Llanrwst Bridge. Camden says this river abounded W not o 
with a species of muscle (Musculus niger & omniun I but fi 
eras5issima, & ponderosissima of Lister) called Kregn Chest 
dilnu, producing valuable pearls.® According to Th 


Pliny, they were fished for and held in high repute W this h: 
by the Romans. A breast- plate, studded with Bu- I coul 
tish pearls, baving been dedicated by Julius Cæsar to more 
Venus Genitrix, and placed in the NN of that W the id 
goddess at Rome. zubjec 

It is a prevailing opinion, that Sir Richard Wynne tuatioi 
of Gwedir, presented Queen Catherine with a pearl ¶ one m 
taken in this river, e has a pies, to this * ng twenty 


the, regal Cs. bn bn f= 


3 Mr. Pennant terms thi dell. bob Mye' erge- fue. Pearls ut 
a disease in the fh, aimilar to the stone iu the human body ; 08 


being $queezed they will eject the pearl, and zorhetimes they cat it 
spontancously on the shore. 
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These have either lost their celebrity or the mus - 
cle has emigrated to other shores, as no such pearl 
ſishery is heard of here. The present town, like 
Caernarvon, arose out of the ruins of one more an- 
cient, the Conovium of Antoninus, vestiges of which 
are discoverable in the name and situation of the 
small village of Caer hen, i. e. the old city a Roman 

hypocaust and bricks with LEO. X. upon them, allu 
ding to the Xth, or Legio Antoniana, that served in 
this island under Ostorius, have been discovered, 
evincing that this had been à Roman station. 1 
x Out of the ruins of this, Edward I. A. D. 1284, 
ships built the present town at the mouth of the river, hence 
le to called Aber Conway ; to this scite he might be led, 
unded WF not only by the convenient and defensible situation, 
mnium I but from the example set by Hugh Lupus, Earl of 
Kregin Chester, who had fortified it about the year 1098. - 
ng to nee eee eee 
repute this had any reference to the form of the Welch barg f 
h Bri- WF I could not learn; it is probable the king paid 
sar to more attention to the security of the place, than to 
f that W the idea of complimenting his new, but refractory 
44 subjects; and that the form was prescribed by the si- 
7ynoe, II tuation: it was surrounded by handsome lofty walls, 
pearl one mile and a half in circumference ; defended by 
day in twenty-four:round-towers, and bad faur gates, Porth 


ucha, Ry OO; e oat os 5 


earls are in original name vy. Os on- from de uren tha do. 
dy ; o into the creek on the cui aide of the cd. "wh | . 
ent l iu | 
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From tear each end of the walls, on the side towafdt 
the river, two curtains, terminating with the watch. 
towers, ran a oonsiderable way into the river to pre. 
vent the approach of an enemy at ebb tide: one of 
these only at present exists the other, with ib dds 
towers, has long since perisbed. 

The base of the triangle runs along the eh, at 
the ſurthest angle of which, upon the verge of a per. 
pendicular slate rock, stands its magnificent eustle; 
the architect is said to have been the same who plan - 
ned that of Caernarvon : if so, he seems to have te. 

served the greater portion of his skill and taste to 

beste w it here; a more noble fortress, in TR of 
strength and beauty, was never erected. - 

The form of the castle is oblong, bonndtd un one 
side by the river, on another by a creek, and the 
other two sides face the town : its walls are nearly 
entire, and its eight massy towers, with turrets ĩssu- 

ing from the tops of each, that give an air of light- 

tress and elegance, are standing; fragments of the 
stair-cases are still remaining: in one of the large 
towers is an ornamental window, forming. an arch- 
ed recess, adorned with fluted pilastres, called the 

oriel, and said to have n the toilet of C 

. Eleanor. © . i Hitag Aim dne 

Another of the towers forms: A curious ruin : the 
avarioe and folly of some bf the inhabitants having 
ed them to excavate the slate rock which formed its 

ba se, occasioned a vast fragment of it to fall on the 

beach; the parts still preserve the circular shapes an d 
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exhibit a hardened composition of stone and mor- 
tar, eleven feet thick. The upper moiety remains | 
| entire, apparently suspended in ” above the head 
me of of the spectator, 
ththe Within are two large courts :. some traces till 
N I point out the principal rooms; the dimensions of 
er, ut MW which: have been given by Lord Lyttelton, and 
per- elegant views of them may be seen in Grose. 
astle; The great ball, emblem of the founder's magnifi- 
plan- cence, is one hundred and thirty-nine feet. in length, 
ere» thirty-two broad, and of à proportionate , height. 
te to The roof was supported by. eight gothic arches, six 
nt of which are still standing; six windows towards 
me country, and three towards the court, conveyed 
ight to this noble apartment: underneath were the 
Magazines for the supply of ammunition in titne ot 
war, and the demands of hospitality in time of 
peace. | 
Viewing this pacious candle, with its apartments 
halls, refectories, kitchens, cellars, and once splendid 
establishment, the mind is naturally led to reflect 
robs W on the Juxury of its inhabitants; and we seemed 
te hurried back to that remote period which witnessed 
n WW the convivial scenes of its prosperaus wa But 


9110 these are gone | 


ing 4 No Bess its arches echo to the nvige 
d its - Of joy and fettive mirth; no more the glance 
the Of blaring taper through its windows beams, 


and n o'r the undulating wave, 
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But naked stands the melancholy walls. 
Lash'd by the wint'ry tempests cold and bleak ! 

That whistle mournful through the empty hall, 

And piece - meal crumble down the whole to o dust. ” 


Rada 


3/91 


"The castle was furnished with two Bruce entranc 
yell contrived for security. The one a winding 
narrow stair-case up a steep rock from the river, 
ending in an advanced work, and defended by small 
round towers: at the other side was a similar! wor 
| from which a drawbridge was occasionally drop 
_ oyera deep pass, towards the tower. The judicious 
Situation of the castle, its ingenious plan, and the 

azing thickness of its walls, might have reason 


ably induced the founder to Kone it as a 


impregnable fortress at Conway. © | 

While surveying these magnificent rujns, "ai 
indulging in those reveries which fallen grandeur 
never fails to excite in the reflecting mind, we were 
suddenly roused by the sound of martial music, d- 
companied with frequent shoutings. ' Struck with 
surprise, and aided by the suggestions of fancy, we 
began to conjecture we might be touched by the 
magic wand of some invisible power; that the 
events' we liad been contemplating were about b 
pass in review before us ; and that we must becom 
the affrighted spectators of the accomplishmen of 
one of Merlin's prophecies, Listening with the 
attention of stupor whence the sounds ;proceeded, 
and what they might mean, the loud sounding 
drum and 8hrill toned fife were reverberated in dis- 
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tant che an the roofless walls. The ideas of 
war and carnage now rushed forcibly upon the mind: 
the aweful ruins in heaps beſore us - the thought 
that we were upon reputed fairy ground, where erst 
the witching elves were used to sport all tended 
to inerease our embarrassment, and raise us from a, 
state of alarm into that of silent astonisbment l During 
a short interval we gazed upon each other, and, fixed 
as statues, seemed the luckless 1 of some 
wizard spell. 

Recovering a little from our r panic, we Bee 
with faultering steps towards that part of the castle 
whence the sounds proceeded, and, on entering tho 
outer area, we discovered the cause of our laughable 
consternation. ; 

The Irish rebellion, and the ads of the Nena 
were the general topics of conversation through 
Wales. The. very idea of invasion had roused a 


power to repel it; and it afforded an opportunity of 
discovering, that the spirit which had so successfully 


ſor centuries opposed our Edwards and our Henries, 


and bade defiance to the usurping power of England, 
was not lost; the bias only was changed. The very 
women offered to take the occupations, usually filled 
by the men, that they might have leisure to learn 
the military exercise, and be properly prepared 10 
meet an invading ſoe. 
The infantile strength and spirit was called forth $ 
and their youth had actually taken up arms before 
they were able to bear them, A company formed of 
a bundred and twenty boys, from ten to sixteen 


* 
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years, enrolled under the title of Welch Volunteerg, 
were now assembled to exercise ; while some, 8til 
younger, were learning to beat the drum and blow 
the fife, under the tuitivh of a few ald soldiers. 
| This developement, though ludicrous, was highly 
armifing and amply compensated for ee 
- weloome moments that preceded. are 
A similar disposition appeared in most 0. the 
towns through which we pazsod. At Bangor/a'cop- 
siderable corps promised to rival this. A gubserip- 
tion ampngst the neighbouring gentry served to 
Purchase drums, fifes, light arms, &c. and, every 
encouragement was given to a spirit, the more meri- 
torious as it appeared at so early an age; und when 
the hour of future danger might arrive, prumised to 
become the defence of the unt and bend. ch the 


preservation of its peace. 


'F Q@ {I macs 


It is but just here to remark, from Gr most at- 


teme observation, that à general and almost uns- 
nimous spirit of loyalty pervades this people. » Hows 
in the hour of historic enthusiasm, they may 
tmourn over the fallen greatness of their ancient 
prinoes, and lament in bardie strains the lost inde- 
pendanoe of their country ; yet, enjoying the bles- 
inge of Englieh zurisprudence, they yield the mos 
prompt obadienoe to its injunctions ; and feeling the 
benefits of an equal execution ofthe laws; ; under 
the zugpices of our beloved Sovereign, whose milder 
Virtues form an amiable contrast to those of his un- 
oocstors in the eleventh and twelſth centuries; they 
 evince a due allegiance to the King, and the strongest 
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attachment to the Constitution of the country. Aud 
should the question ever be put to the test, (which 
may the great Author of peace avert !) there is eyery 
reason to believe that the throne of England wand 
not find more faithful friends, nor more strenuous ad- 
herents, than those regiding amidst ws) e of 


Cambria. 


Few of the remarkable events which. it eb 
must have beſel this, like other fortified places, are 
recorded in bistory. It was appointed the rendes - 
vous of the forces belonging to the ill- ſated Richard, 
destined to oppose the usurper; Bolingbroke. On 
his return from Ireland, the king found forty thous 
zand assembled in his behalf under the Earl of 
Shrewsbury. But the king's enemies were too sub- 
tle for him; Percy, Earl of Northumberland, with 
a small train met him at Conway, with the solemm 
assurances, that Bolingbroke only wished to have 
his alienated property restored, and the ancient . 
vileges of Parliament confirmed.” | 

The King appearing to distrugt 45 Borbe pro- 
ſessed good intentions, Percy, to remove all auani ; 
cion, attended at high mass, vowed fidelity, aud 
wore allegiance at the aliar. Caught in this wily 
and deeply-iniquitous snare, the King accompanied 
Northumberland out of the gate but about Pens 
maen Rhos the King perceived a hand of soldier 
bearing the banners of Percy, Surmieing he was 
betrayed, he would have returnad but Pray, 
matching the King's bridle, ſoreibly conducted bis 
course. The poor King had but just time to re- 
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proach the Earl with his perjury ; telling bim, that 


the Gop he swore by that morning would do him 
justice at the day of judgment ;” before he found 
himself a prisoner ; and at Flint was delivered into 
the hands of his cruel enemy, Bolingbroke ! = 

It was held for King Charles by Sir John Owen; 
was besieged by General Mytton, 1646, and the 
town taken by storm, August 15, The Parliamen- 


tarian General, with an inhuman severity agaitt 


the Irish, seized on all that were in the place; and, 
having caused them to be tied back to back, ordered 
them to be flung into the sea. What provocation 


led to such a sanguinary measure is not said. Be 


it what it might, the character of Mytton cannot be 
cleared from the aspersion of savage barbarity, be- 
ther the business arose from himself, or superior or- 
ders left to him to execute. The castle held out 
three months longer, and gurrendered by * 
tion, Nov. 10. 
| The beauty of that fortress led the nen 
forbear offering it any great violence: but, aſter 
having escaped the ravages of the civil wars, it ex- 
perienced great depredations from the hands of loy- 
alty. In 1665, in consequence of a grant from the 
King to Edward, Earl of Conway, he ordered it 
to be stripped of its timber, lead, and iron; which 
was sent to Ireland under a pretence, that it was for 
the King's service. | = 
By this Fandal-like act the magnificent ple u was 
newly reduced to its presenꝭ condition. It is now 
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held of the crowri by a private proprietor, O. Hol- 
land, Esq. at the annual rent of 68. 8s. and a dish 
of fish to Lord Hertford whenever he passes through 
the town, 

Mr. Holland, with ns taste and becoming 
pirit, has planted, and laid out in walks, à «mall - 
riing hill near the mouth of the Conway; com- 
manding an extensive and delightful prospect up 
and down the river, the sea, Anglesea, &c. whence 
the best view of the town and castle is to be ob- 
tained ; and has given it the clagsic and appropriate 
name of the Welch Arcadia, © 

The situation of the town of Conway, upon a 
rock verging to the water, with the opposſte side 
of the river well wooded, the promotitary of Llan- 
dudno, and various scenery of the winding stream, 
render it a most beautiful place to the beholder 
without ; and gcarcely a more migerable-looking 
place can be conceived than it appears within, 
Many of its buildings are in rains, others uninha- 
bited ; and vacant spaces in the streets shew where 
others have stood. Edward the first made it a free 
borough, The Mayor, for the time being, was 
constable of the castle. At present it is governed 
by one Alderman „ a Recorder, Coroner, Water 
Bailiff, and two Serjeants at Mace, chosen annually, 
I formerly enjoyed the same privileges, with respect 
to juries, as Caernarvon. It retains, however, ver 
little of the ancient splendour, when its Pasa | 
obtained a pre- eminence of distinction abote the 
other towns that shared the royal fayour. Sir John 
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Wynne. observes, They were styled the Genyles 
men of. Conway, the Tyre of Caernarvon, and the 
Merchants of Beaumarts.” Formerly there was an abs 
bey of the Cistercian order, founded by Llewelyn, 
1185, dedicated to the Virgin Mary and all Saints, 
tome traces of which are still to be seen.“ Thig 
prince had amply endowed it with lands both in Caer- 
narvon and Anglesea. ; but after Edward had erected 
the castle, and drawn up regulations for the govern - 
ment of the town, jealous of the monks, he removed 
them, granting them the township of Maynan, near 
| Llanrwst ; he, however, acted in this case with jug- 
tice and humanity, regerving to them all their lands 
and privileges, and bestowed upon them the right of 
presentation to the Canventual church of Conway z 
and while he confined them by an injuuctian to this 
district, he granted them additional immunities, (#id, 
Dugg.) The revenues, at the dissolution, were eve 
mated by Speed at 17gl. 30s, 10d. It was granted, 
in the reign of Elizabeth, to the Wynnes; and an 


old house, built out of the materials till in passegion 
of the family, is all that remains of che yy of 


Maynan. 


The church stands in the centre of the n bu 
is no yery elegant 8tructure.: Gryffydd ap Canan ap 
Owen was interred here A. D. 1200; habited in 
monk's cowl, according to the superstitious ſashion 
of the times; because (says Powell, p. 220.) the 
monks and friars had deluded the people into a strong 
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conceit of the merits of it, and had firmly pers uaded 
them it was highly conducive to their d bert. 
ness to be thus interred.” 

A anculet instance of Gcundity: is a ona 
plain stone :, Here lyeth the body of Nich. Hookes, 
of Conway, gent. who was the forty-first child of his 
father, William H. Esq. by Alice his wiſe; and the 
father of twenty- seven children: who died the 20th 
of March, 1637.“ | 

In Custle- street is a very old house, bole a 42 
gular window, with several coats of arms of the 
Stanley family z one an eagle pouncing a child; it is 
called the college, and inhabited by a few poor fami- 
lies; it might perhaps have been a school, endowed 
out of the abbey lands at the dissolution of the house. 
Near the market-place-is a very large building called 
Plas Mawr, or the great mansion, built by Robert 
Wynne, Esq. of Guedir, 1585 ;* the Greek inserip- 
tion over the gateway Avxy, Arey, and the letters 
J. H. S. X. P. S. in the front of the building, lead me * 
to conjecture, that it was a house erected for charit- | 
able purposes the inscription calls upon the reader to 
, zupport the institution, pr at least to abstain from 
but a sacrilegious alienations. The initials, which may 
n 8p be read, Jesus hominum galvator Christiani populi a- 

a , favours the idea that it was an hospital for the re- 
nion N eception of the iyfirm, as well as the. indigent. Within 
the ne numbers of ho os. arms of the aware) ; 


* The arm: of England, over the door ili that i it was To 
nder the royal * 


hs 
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and 8wans, owls, ostriches, crows, and bears with 
ragged staves, the supporters of the arms of Dudley, 
Earl of Leicester, adorn the walls and ceilings .- 
Prior to the Reformation, the poor depended" upon 
the monasteries and the alms of the religious for their 
support; after the dissolution, in Henry the 8th's time, 
this support being removed, many Statutes were pass. 
ed and regulations adopted for the relief of the dis- 
tressed part of the community; public hospitals, as St. 
Bartholomew's, &c. were erected in London and other 
places; these having been soon found inadequate to 
the relief required, proper laws were enacted and new 
appropriations made : in Elizabeth's reign these laws 
were revised, a new plan was suggested, that of a ge- 
neral parochial rate adopted, and the maintenance of 
the poor began to wear the appearance of s system. 
This building, therefore, might probably have been 
one of those built by subscription for the same pur- 
pose as that of St, Bartholomew's in London; it is at 
present occupied by-a few families, who, we were in- 
formed, paid rent for their miserable accommodations. 
The poor are more numerous and more wretched 
in their circumstances here than in any part of North 
Wales; the want of employment daily increases their 
number and adds to their distress ; there is no kind 
of manufactory and little maritime trade; we found 
many of these poor creatures on the beach, “ gather- 


* On the shore grows the CHexoroplUM MARITIMUM, G.. 
RANIUM MARITIMUM : and, at a small distance, the deligate 
LaTHYkUS $ILVESTRIS, and L. NAPELLUS exhibited * 


tiful crimson flowers. 
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ing the different species of fuci, commoniy called sea 
wreck, thrown up by the tide, or growing upon the 
breakers; 4h&-wreck: vegetates and clings about the 
stones of the rocky beach till it grows to maturity, 
which it does every second, or at furthest every third, 
year, when it is gathered ſor the sake of the ashes. 
This wreek they place in a kind of square fire - places, 
made on the sand, and hurn to a state of liquid, 
which being stirred with an iron rod, dries into a 
cake, and when cool appears like cinders, and is called 
barilla, or impure ſossil alkali; in this state it is sold 
to the manufacturers of 8oap'and. glass.“ It has, of 
late, become a great article of en port; the expenoe 
of gathering, burning, &c. is about II. 118. Gd. per 
ton, and the price ſor which it is sold ſrom 90. to 510. 
per ton, according as it is more or less freed from. 
and and gravel. This, under proper encouragement, 
might be advantageous to the poor oſ the neighbour- 
hood; but, at present, the nocessitous Keiper, obliged 
to sell the produce of the day to procure sustenance 
for himself and family, cannot avail himself of the 
advantage of a proper. market; this the purchasers 
know, and the price they proffer is 80 small as hardly 
to be a proper equivalent for the necessary labour 
the induatrious only, NN will engage in this: 


® It Ss Ade cect plants, tin : 
2 distance from zalt water, afford the vegetable alkali or p 
while such as graw near the sea, or an the borders of salt lakes, af. 
ford the fossil alkali or da; if, however, these zame plants be cul. 
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laborious undertaking, and to them — an 
can be the incentive to industry. or. 
Though the river is a mile over whon abs ide 
flows, at ebb it is not more than fifty yards; nor more 
than eight ſeet deep; spring tides rise from fourteen 
to eighteen feet, so that vessels of three and four hun- 
dred tons may ride close to the town; the port, 
though well sheltered, is not safe in its entrance, ow. 
ing to the shiſting sand banks : its present trade is 
very inconsiderable: slates, ropper ſrom the Llan- 


dudno mines, lead and calainine from the mines be- 
tween this place and Llanrwst, and potatoes, consti- 
tute its principal FRG the i n are eil more 
inconsiderable. 

A ferry to the opposite end once 3 1 
royal property, now belongs to the Mostyn family. 


Conway, being a great thoroughfare to and from insule 
Ireland, enables it to support three or Fr good inns, way i 
but when the road, now making through the Ogwyn flowe 
mountains shall produce a saving of ten miles in the living 
distance from Llanrwst to Bangor, this advantage mem 
will cease, We put up at the Balls Head, and bad mank 
the fair damsels to wait upon us mentioned by g for- dhe w 
mer tourist. ¶ Vid. Walk in Wales.) But it will be — 
more interesting to the excursiye traveller to be in- Pas 
formed, that, though he will meet with very decent Most 
accommodations, yet he will be soon convinced, from An 
the different species of charge and civility, that he Most; 

has now left the track of simple honest life, and got embor 
into the great Irish road; where extravagance in the W great 
guests has produced avarice in the hosts, and where Caern 
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the frequent recurrence of greatness and folly has 
procured, for the more humble and mode traveller, 
the reception of indifferen ee. 

„Ther is, by Conway, on the hither dts of Con- 
way water, an arme like a peninsula caplled Gogarth, 
leying against Prestholme, and ther be the ruines of 
a place of the Bishops of Bangor.” Leland. +: 

This rocky peninsula, a neck of land about eight 
miles long and three broad, 'stretches out in a north- 
westerly direction, ſorming à horn of the bay of 
Beaumaris, and shelters the harbour of Conway. 
The parisb of Llandudno extends about ſour miles, 


in which is the promontoty or cape, called the 


Great Ormeshead ; this was formerly an island. Le- 
land says, “ This Commote (i. e. Credine) partely be 
Conway ryver, partely by the Se, is yn a maner as 
insulatid, and one way owte of Denbigh land ; the 
way is over a made causey, over a marsch often over- 
flowen.” (Jol. V. p. 49.) There are persons still 
living in the neighbourhood, who say they can re- 
member when the present mars, which forms the com- 
munication, was usually washed over by high tides; 
the whole is chiefly compoced of schistose and cal- 
careous strata. | 

Passing the shell of a nage bons ene d to the 
Mostyns, a ſew years since, gutted by fire, at a small 
distance stands Bodscallen, a seat of Sir Thomas 
Mostyn: the situation is commanding, and the house 
embogomed in venerable woods. It is a place of 


great antiquity," being mentioned in the records of 
Caernarvon, and from the ruins of a cagtelet near the 
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present house, appears to have been a place obe 

dence at a very remote period. FRO I. . 
About a mile further is Gloddaeth, en A 

seat of Sir Thomas's, on the slope of a very exten- 


sive limer stone hill, now. covered with fine modern- 


nlautatione, and the plain beneath planted with ſorest · 

trees; while the walks on the deolivity are directed 
by the flexiure of the hill, those on the plain are 
straight, diverging from a centre, in which is plactd 
a statue of Minerva. If we take into the account the 
variety of rich and uncommon views: arising from 
contrasted hill and vale, wood and water, the spor - 
tive lacubrations of nature, and the magnificent” eſ. 
forts of art, and then inelude every thing that can 
embolden or soſten the landscape, we have the walks 
of Gloddarth, which may justly vie with ny thing a 
the kind in the three kingdom. 

The house was built in the reign of Elizabeth, _ 
is famous for its library of ancient. learning. The 
parish- church of Eglwys Rhos is à little belo the 
woods, celebrated by the death of Maelgwyn Gwy« 
nedd ; who, with a weakness not singular in his time, 
fled here to avoid the vad felen, or yellow fever, 
which raged over great part of Europe, supposing 
the pestilence would not be permitted to enter the 
Sanctuary; but the prince was the subject of a p- 
phecy : - whenever a strange speotre appears on the 
marsb of Rhianedd, if Maelgwyn Gwynedd sees it 


he will die.” He soon fatally: disoovered thaty not- 


withstanding the suggestions of ignorant or design - 
ing men, the atmosphere follows the regular laws of 
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Providence, and that to expeot-mirgeles- in indivi- 
dual concerns, when the common remedial causes 
are sufficient to, counteract the evil, or the conse- 
quences are not of the utmost importance to the 
cause of religion, originates in folly and ends in pre- 
sumption. The old canon is as Jo in . us in 
soenic proprietx. | 

« Nec. Deus interzit, iti abu. delice . 

* Incderet.” „Men. In 12657 

On the summit of 8 small bills, near the e 
are the ruins of Diganwy CasHe : the walls erossed 
the valley between the hills, and running up the 
sides formed a communication! between che castle and 
the keep; some remains ofithese and the vestiges of 
a round tower are still to be seen. This is famed as 
having been a Roman station, and is conjectured by 
Camden to have been the Dictum where the Nervit 
Dictenses, under the late empervrs, kept their reserve 
guard; it was called by Tacitus Caer Cangotum, 
from the de ane by the e into 
gannoc. prog And. 

The variety af fro, na 0 in the | 
vicinity favour the conjecture of this having been a 
British, rather than a Roman station. In the sixth 
century it was a residence of Maelgwyn, and for cen- 
turies after alternated with Caer Segunt, in the ho- 
nour of being a royal residence. A. D. 818 it was 
destroyed by lightning, and, as aocidents arising from 
natural or incidental circumstances are generally con- 

* Ancient British weapons, called by the Romans Jacala 4. 
mentata, which the Britons used from their chariots in war. See 4 
particular account of them, with figures, in Mona Antiqua, p. 86. 
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strued by superstition into presages of national ta- 
lamity, Diganwy ceased, from that period, to be the 
eat of royalty. In 876 it was considered a very strong 
post, but after being destroyed by Llewelyn was re- 
stored to consequence by the Earl of Chester, 1209. 
In 1211, King John, after vowing vengeance upon 
bis son- in- law (Llewelyn) was compelled,” by the 
Welch, to make a disgraceful retreat from this 
place. Henry III. fared still worse. In 1245, eneamp- 
ing his army near Diganwy, he began to rebuild its 
ruined castle; but the Welch did not remain uncon- 
cerned spectators of a trant action so hostile in its na- 
ture: they so harassed his army by continual skir- 
mishing and cutting off the necessary supplies, that 
Henry was glad quickly to return to England, cor- 
dially sick of his Welch expeditien; Pow. 265, 
In 1257 it was besieged by Llewelyn, and 1263 fl. 
nally taken and destroyed by that prince. During 
Welch independence, it was considered by the Eng- 
lish as a station of great military importance; situate 
on the coast, it was open to receive continual supplies 
for the army; and commanding one of the principal 
passes into Wales, its garrison was able to testruin the 
excursions of the Welch; and from its strength as a 
fortress it secured a saſe retreat for the English 
ariny on the emergency of disaster or defeat. 

Near Llandudno are two copper mines, one the 
property of the Mostyns, and the other worked by a 
company of Liverpool ; the ore is, for the most part, 
a green carbonate of copper, (the malachite, Ist variety 
of Kirwan,) found between the limestone strata: hut 
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at present the veins discovered are so thin as to af. 
ford but small quantities of ore, and neee the | 
mines are-of no great value, N 


Larovpo. 


This kid, which is stall and ill built, is sub- 
ject to a very serious inconvenience ; in hot weather, 
the springs, which supply the inhabitants with water, 
become dry, and they are obliged to have recourse to 
the brackish wells in the marsh below. From Llan- 
dudno to the Ormeshead is an elevated down, cover- 
ed with sheep, extending ſor ſour miles, but not more 

than one in breadth; the promontory consists of 
high cliffs of various heights, abounding with large 
caverns, which afford shelter for innumerable birds, 
such as pigeons, gulls, razor- bills, ravens, guillemots, 
corvorants, and herons. On the loftiest crags lurks 
the peregrine falcon, the bird so high in 'repute 
while falconry continued a fashionable amusement. 
The eggs of many of these birds are sought after' as 
delicious food, and considered as a great treat to the 
Epicurean ; the price procured for them is a sufft- 
cient inducement for the poor to follow the adven- 
trous trade. of egg-taking : but, in this as in the pearl 
fishery on the coasts of Persia, the gains bear no to- 
lerable proportion to the danger incurred. The ad- 
venturers having furnished themselves with every ne- 
cessary implement for the business, while the sun af- 
fords assistance by his beams, enter on the ter- 
rific undertaking : two, for this is a n in which 
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copartnership is absolutely necessary, take a station 
he, whose turn it happens to be, or whose superior 
agility renders it eligible, prepares for the rupestrian 
expedition: a strong stake is driven into the ground 
at some distance from the edge of the cliff, to which 
a rope of sufficient length to reach the lowest haunts 
of these birds is affixed: fastening the: other end 
round his middle, and taking the coil on his am 
and laying hold with both his hands, be throws 5 
self over the brow of the cliff; placing his feet againgt 
its sides, and carefully sbifting, his hands, he gradually 
descends till he comes to the abode of the birds; they, 
putting his left hand into the hole while he suspends 
himself with the other, he takes possession of its con- 
tents, carefully placing the eggs in a basket slung at 
his back for the purposc; having despoiled all the 
nests within his extent of rope, be ascends by the 
same means to the edge of the cliff, where his part- 
ner, Whose duty hitherto was to guard the stabe, 
crawling on bands and knees, affords him assistance 
in doubling the cliff, which otherwise he would be 
unable to do. Dangerous employ ! a slip of the ſoot 
or the hand would in an instant be fatal to both: in- 
stances have occurred, where the weight of the one 
overcoming the strength of the other, both have been 
precipitated down the craggy steep, and their man- 
gled carcases been buried in the ocean: but these are 
rare. To a stranger and by-stander this occupation 
appears more dangerous than it really is: in petsons 
habituated to bodily difficulty the nervous system 
becomes gradually braced, and the solids attain that 
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tate of rigidity which banisbes irritability 5 while the 
mind, aceustomed to Scenes of danger, loses that 
timidity which: frequently: leads to the dreaded disas- 
ter. To the person whose heart palpitates in the 
near approach to such heights, it must appear a pre- 
sumptuous employ, and daily instances of its fatality 
might be expected: but ſaet demonstrates the con- 
trary, and terves to prove how much we are the crea· 
tures of habit, and to what an extent diffienlty and 
danger may be made vabordinate to art and perse · 
verance. The ravens and falcons take their stations 
here from its vicinity to the island opposite, called 
Puffins' Island, from the great quantity of puffins 
that frequent it during the summer season. The 
puffin, or coulterneb, Alea arctica'of Lin. is the most 
extraordinary bird that frequents the coasts of Bri- 
tain : its body is not larger than a pigeon's, but its bill 
is of an uncommon sige and shape; it is flat with the 
edge upwards, and said to resemble the coulter of a 
plough: its legs are placed so far back chat it moves 
awkwardly, and with great difficulty gets upon the 
wing. During the winter months these birds fre- 
quent the northern parts of Europe : about May they 
begin to arrive on our casts t a few days after their 
arrival they prepare for breeding; by 'burrowing in 
the ground, in a winding direction, ſor the depth 
of eight or ten feet, and if they happen to get under a 
large stone they oonsider themselves still more secure; 
in this fortified retreat the female lays one egg, rely- 


ing upon its'courage > and strength of bill, with which 
it bites terribly, to ward off the attempts ef the hov- 


> 
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tile foe. After the young are excluded the shell. the 
fierceness of the parent, is incredible: no bird nor beat 
will venture to attack them: sometimes the sea<raven, 
Jacobson inſorins us, will dare to be so rash, but ge- 
norally he forfeits his life for his temerity : the mett 
ing aftords a most singular combat; as the raven ap- 
proaches to put his talons upon the young puffin, the 
parent catches him under the throat with her beak; 
and darts her claws into his breast; the raven, wounds 
ed, screams most dismally for quarter, but the of- 
ſended bird is deaf to the intreaty, and makes di- 
rectly for her proper element, the ocean, where the 
raven is quickly drowned, and che puffin returns in 
triumph to the nest: yet, it sometimes happens, that 
the invader is the victor, and the raven destroys both 
che parent and her young; this, however, scems no 

more than retributive justice. The puffin is, in simi- 
lar instances, an aggressor, and it is but just that the 
unprovoked invader should, in turn, be a suffefer 
from undeserved invasion; the puffin, frequently too 
proud or too idle to make a retreat for itself when'it 
finds one already made, without the least pretence 
but superior power, disposseses the poor rabbit of its 
subterraneous babitation, and, to prevent further an- 
noyance, destroys the inhabitants; in these unjustly- 
acquired seats the young puffins are ſound in great 
numbers: when arrived at full growth, they are ge- 
nerally fat, and esteemed a delicious bonne bouche by 
those fond of high eating: to others their flesh ap- 
pears rank and fishy, from the nature of their food: 
the old ones go fishing during the day: these, half 


15 


l 


8 Fs LFS F f fo 


#2 = 


ETPIFTET? 


, of the young: it is during these excursions that 
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digested in the stomach, are reduced to an oily, mat- 
ter, which is ejected from the old one's into the mouths 


the ravens are most successſul in preying upon the 
young puffins. When wanted for the table, they 
are dug out of the burrows, or hunted by ferrets. . 

The migration of the old birds takes place early in 
autumn, and about the latter end of August the whole 
tribe is seen assembling to take leave of their summer 
residence: it sometimes happens, that those who - 
bad met with the loss of their first-laid eggs, o- 
ing to the delay occasioned by laying others, have 
their young in a backward state: but, if they are not 
fledged at the time of migration, they are left on 
land to shift for themselves. At this period the har- 
vest of the falcon commences : he keeps guard at the - 
holes of the late-hatched puffing, till pressed by hun- 
ger they are under the necessity of going abroad in 
quest of food, * then fall an easy prey to theie 
wary enemy. 

On an eminence called Dinas is an ancient. fort. 
fication, consisting of a wall of. prodigious thickness 
round the summit of the hill; within are large circu- - 
lar caves, which Mr. Pennant supposes to have been 
the rude habitations of our ancestors ; not improba- 
bly one of the places of security, to which the Welch, 
during the (perilous times that frequently attended, 
the invasions of their min Sent their pmmon med | 
ebildren. | il Grape 


Near this 1 is the at the neightpurbood, the, 
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Maen Sigl, or 5elf-moving one ; a huge, massy; rude 
stone, that has sometimes been seen to move when no 
one was near it: in this case it is considered by the 
common people as the portentous harbinger of diss. 
trous events, and some are preserved in the traditional 
recollection of the inhabitants as a confirmation of 
the opinion. It is, from its rocking, stiled Cryd 
Tudno, St. Tudno's Cradle; the base of the stone lg 
npwards, and its point of contact with the ground 80 
w as to render it moveable with a slight degree 
of pressure; in violent hurricanes this, from its excel- 
lent poise, may be scen to move by the force of the 
wind ; the conjecture is welt founded, which sup- 
poses these stones (for there are many sueh through 
Wales) were anciently instruments of imposition. The 
Druids, by their arts, deluded their votaries into an 
opinion that, as the ministers of the Most High, they 
were endued with miraculous powers, and to 8anc- 
tion these unfounded pretensions, they engaged ay 
auxiliaries deception and falsehood ; but such, in 
all ages, is the state of the uninformed mind; that to 
obtain unreazonable and implicit credit requires very 
little more than unqualified aorogance ' and boldhest 
ol pretens on. The people believed their priests pos- 
sessed a supernatural power of moving these stones, 
and supernatural power is snapposed to be accompanied 
by supernatural wisdom. The stone is surrounded 
a ſoss, with a narrow path leading to it, intended 
keep the vulgar at a venerable and convenient dis- 


tance, and give additional solemnity to their orgeular 
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decisions. Similar deceptions are, to the present day; 
practised by the modern Druids, the Brahmins of In- 
dia; and similar stories of religious juggling dis- 
graced the history of Christianity, and defiled the 
sanctuary during the dark ages; but real ' religion 
looks down with the most scornful derision upon 
zuch deceptions; she wants no foreign aid; sbe is 
intrinsically adequate either to defence or canquest4 
the asks not the emblazoning of falsehaod ; she de- 
lights not in meretricious ornaments :—gufficiently | 
amiable in her native dignity, to the attentive obser- 
yer she shines in all the untarnished splendour of 
truth ; and sufficiently powerful in her motives,” she 
pours into the serious! nen mind N 
viction. | 

Two miles from Gloddaeth, on the 0 ines is a 
mall singular building, having three windows and A 
door, with a vaulted roof, covered with pebbles in- 
stead of slate, called St. Trille's Chapel: inside is a 
well, formerly much esteemed for the sanative virtues 
of its waters; it was supposed to have been the con- 
stant residence of the saint, the clergy of that time 
chiefly living in an Erenmtish mamer; half a mite far- 
ther is the parisb church of Llandrillo, and near it 
the ruins of Bryn Earyn, where, anectently, was the 
Ihr, or palace of Maelgwyn Gwynedd. | Adjoining 
the shore is Rhos Vynach, or the Marsh of "the 
Monks, once belonging to the abbey of 'Cortway 3 
where is a mme me ane, Wentz 'fotty 
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pounds worth of fish having sometimes been taken a 
two successive tides. The bishop and the vicar of 
Llandrillo, as the coparceners in the estates of the ab. 
bey, share the fish of every tenth tide between them. 
It would seem by this, and some other instances, that 
fish, though included by some among the animals feræ 
naturæ, were ſormerly tythable, and were considered 
not as a personal, but as a prædial tythe; and notwith- 
standing the decisions of lawyers to the contrary, the 
nature of tythes and the history of their payment serye 
to evince to any impartial judge, that formerly almost 
all tythes were prædial, and those only were personal, 
which, from the spirit of the times and the lenity of the 
clergy, have long ceased to be paid; the restrictions 
upon the canon law by different statutes have almost 
rendered it useless; the decisions, in tythe cases, 
have almost uniformly tended to curtail the rights of 
the church, and to .impoverish her ministers; and, 
unless some powerful provision be made to counteract 
the consequences, at no very distant period the 
church will be leſt without sufficient emoluments to 
support a regular and decent ministry. 
The peninsula, though a small tract, -furnishes/; a 


delicious treat to the Botanist, and from the number, 
as well as the variety of its plants, Gogarth may de- 
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i In "4 vicinity of Gloddaeth he will find Ons 


TUS MARIFOLIUS, C. HIRs&UTUS, RUBIA PEREGRINA, 
THALICTRUM MINUS, ARENAREA ' VERNA, SCROPHU- 
LARIA VERNALIS, POLYPODIUM CAMBRICUM, V- 


RONICA MONTANA, V. SPICATA, 'SCILLA "VERNA," 
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PoTENTILLA VERNA, SILEXE NUTANS, LYSIMACHIA 
THIRSIFLORA, and GrRANTUM 8ANGUINEUM. . 

Near the Ormesheid; SALTICORNIXA Anbickl 
Crsrus HELIANTHENUM, OA TeAN UN MAJUS, An- 
THYLLIS VULNERARIA, and the much admired though 
rarely seen CHLORA PERFOLIATA. 

On the Sands, ERTNOIUuu MarTiMUM, CRITH- 
MUM MARITIMUNS, ARUNDO ARENARIA, SCILLA VER- 
xa, ELYMUS ARENARIVUS, the gaudy CaeLiDoniuit 
CORNICULATDM, expanding its large yellow flowers, 
while the elegant little plant the Ros 8Pptxnosrs8IMA, 
with its rich profusivrn of blossoms, was actually 
exhibiting what poets have feigned for the Cyprian 
Queen, beds of. roses. 

This shore is also ornamented with the most beau- 
tiful indigenous plant of Great Britain, the Pur o- 
NARIA MARITIMA, whose red and blue flowers form 
an elegant contrast to its undulated glaucous leaves. 

Thus, my friend, have I led you through the flower- 
garden of Wales; but flowers, by many, are regarded 
as objects too trivial for the consideration of philosophy: 
need not observe to you, that every thing must be 
great which has God for its author ; that these, in- 
ignificant as they may appear, display a richness of 


colouring and elegance of design, which art in vain 


alemply 60 ina; and which enidently demoty 


ttrate the Weine wisdom; nor does the whole Creda» 
tion afford more splendid objects for examination, 
than the structure of plants and the ceconomy of ve- 
getation ; they who practise this study experience how 
delightful it is, it leads the mind up to its Creator, and 
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seems to restore man, even in his fallen state, to a 
participation of that felicity, which, in a state of in- 
nocence, he enjoyed in Paradise. Yes, the humble 
and neglected weed can raise our thoughts as effec- 
tually to heaven, as the most resplendent planet; and 
till we have learned babitually thus to think of both, 
we have not learned to think properly of either ; the 
| contemplation of Nature should always be seasoned 
by a mixture of devotion. A discovery of supetiot 
excellence in the works of creation should produce 
admiration of the Author ; and the consideration of 
their utility ought to incite the most profound ado- 
ration for the great Parent of Beneficence. | 
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LETTER XL 


Dzar Sin, | - .* _ Corwen. © 


t "Lance the turnpike road that lies on the 
right bank of the river, we proceeded towards Llan- 
rwst. The Conway winds through a luxuriant vale, - 
bounded on one side by moderately rising hills, and 
on the other by the eastern termination of the Snow- - 
don chain; à lofty barrier, sometimes clothed with 
wood, sometimes exhibiting horrid precipices, with 
now and then a gaping chasm, down which an al- 
pine river dashes its impotuom waters to 0 Con- 
1 . 5 Ext 

Here Nature, in her rudest form, gore a delicious I 
soſtness to the humble vale— | | 


« Where gentle co glides in darken'd streams, a 
Anme | 


The harvest bad been protracted by. the lte in- 
cessant rains ; and the people were now busy in ga- 
thering heavy crops of hay; which the swells in the 
river had threatened to 0 them of. . The sun 


* When the elegant Gray atyled it * Old Conway's foaming 
food,” be must have meant, ans De apad ab 21 met 
nn 


T2 
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smiled upon their labour, an air of cheerful joy ap. 
peared upon every countenance, and the song of 
hilarity gave additional spirit to the animated picture, 

At Porth Lwyd the scenery becomes highly pic- 
turesque. The irregularities of the mountains con- 
tinually changing their face from barren erag and 
fissured rock, to verdant down and wooded hill; 
while the opposite ones,“ rising in gentle slopes 
from the meads, furnish a constant variety to the 
admiring eye. The bridges of Pont Porthlwyd and 
Pont Dolgarog, are neat stone structures over theit 
respective streams, issuing from Llyn Geirionydd 
and Llyn Cwlid. These, rushing over the barrier, 
form two immense falls; the former nearly sur- 
rounded by woods, and its perpendicular descent 
upwards of a hundred and eighty feet. The lake of 
| Geirionydd is famed as having had the residence of 
Taliesin upon its banks. The infant story of this 
Prince of British Poets, who flourished in the sixth 
century, is so singular, that I must give it your It 
is not unlike the discovery of Moses. 

 Gwyddno Garanir, a petty king of Cantre'c 
Gwaelol, the inundation of which was before 
noticed, had granted to his son Elphin the profits of 
a salmon wear; who not finding it successful, or at 
least not producing sufficient to counterbalance his 
extravagance, grew melancholy ; and the fishermen 
attributed the misfortune to the Prince's dis- 
sipation and riotous mode of living, While the 


® These consiat of «bale, those of Snowdon of la. 
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Prince was attending the wear and lamenting the 
smallness of his income and the straitness of his 
circumstances, his men espied a coracle with a child 
in it, wrapped in a leathern bag, exposed on the 
water by the cruelty of some unknown mother; the 
father was supposed to be better known. 

The Prince, when the child was brought before 
him, felt compassion, and ordered every care to be 
taken of him. After this Elphin floarished. Ta- 
liesin received an excellent education, and became 
the most celebrated bard of that period. When 


grown up, the accomplished foundling was intro- 


duced by Elphin to his Father's Court ; whete he 
presented a poem to Gwyddno, entitled, Hanes Tu- 
liesin, comprehending, in a masterly style of poetry, 
his own history; and, at the same time, another to 
his patron, to console him for past misfortunes, and 
to ex hort him, under all present troubles, to trust = 
Divine Providence. 

This is a fine moral piece, and any e addressed 
by the bard in the character of an exposed infant, 
prophesying the future prosperity of his benefactor : 
and, like a true poetical prophet, he is mindful that f 


the events should confirm the declarations of po- 


phecy. Vid. Spec. of Ancient Welch Poetry. 

This beautiful ode, styled Dybuddiant Elphin, 
or Elphin's Consolation, is preserved in E. Evans's 
collection; and a very poetical translation by a 
Welch lady, was printed 1780, in quarto. 

Near the village of Trefriw, the river makes a 


zudden bend; the tide seldom reaches farther, and 
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the depth of water only admits of vessels of burthen 


to this place. From its vicinity to the woods, a 
number of small vessels are built here, and sent 
down to Conway at the equinoctial tides. Small 
boats and numerous coracles are seen both above and 
below Llanrwst bridge, occupied chiefly in fishing. 
These the Yitiha navigia of Pliny, took their name 
from having been made of the skins of beasts, called 
coria. At present they are formed of wicker work, 
about five feet long at the broadest end, four feet 
wide, and two feet in the prow, and covered with a 


piece of tarpauling, or tarred canvass. A piece of 


board is placed across the centre, on which the 
fisberman siis with a small paddle in his hand, and 
himself strapped upon the seat. With so slender a 
security do these people commit themselves to the 
perilous wave in quest of fish; as they generally 
use the drag, two go in company; with the left 
hand they manage the net, and with the right, the 


paddle; at the same time taking the leading ropes 


in their teeth. It is curious to observe with what 
adroitness they preserve the balance (the loss of it 
would be fatal,) while managing their nets, In the 
season they take quantities of salmon and smelts, 
with other fish; and when the labour of the day is 
past, taking their vessels out of the water, and 


strapping them on their backs, they carry them 


home, and lay them in front of their cottages to dry 


till the next voyage. These vessels are still more cu- 


rious, as the rude efforts of our ancestors to obtain the 


$OVere 
scious 
ments 
and b 
the e 
surve 
to th 
cover 
nel ih 
omen 
nativ 

Pa 
the s 
we er 
the tc 


' YOUR THROUGH NORTH WALES, 279 


sovereignty of the ocean; and whoever feels a con- 
scious pride in living in an age, when the very ele- 
ments are made subservient to the arts of commerce: 
and belonging to a country, whose maritime fame is 
the envy of the world, cannot but with pleasure 
surrey this infant origin of the British navy. Prior 
to the Roman Invasion, the ancient Britons dis- 
covered their skill and courage in crossing the chan- 
nel in these precarious vessels; and gave auspicious 
omens of their future and invincible prowess on | their 
native element, the ocean. 

Passing Llyn y Craig, the bigbest point to which 
the spring tides flow, a small distance from Trefriw, 
we entered, oyer a handsome de of three arches, 


the town of 
LLANRWST, 


This bridge, which divides the counties of Caer- | 
narvon and Denbigh, is a very handsome structure, 
built A. D. 1636, at the expence of Sir Richard 


Wynne, groom of the bed- chamber to Charles the 


first, while Prince of Wales, from a design of the 
English Palladio, Inigo Jones.“ On the centre of 
the parapet are the arms of the Wynne family, and 


the ostrich plume, a compliment to his royal master. 


A proof of the excellence of the building may be 
EET a person standing at one centre, who 
may perceive = whole fabric shake, by a blow given 


His ay name was Tyir, but after he had travelled into Italy, 


according to the fashion-of the times, he changed it into Ignatius, 
or Inigo. He is said to have been a native of this part of Wales, 
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at the other. The centre arch is the portion of e 
larger circle than the two outer ones; and the tg. 
ment consists of a chord less than the diameter. 

A plate of this bridge is given by Mr. Pennant, 
who observes, That the middle arch is fiſty- nine 
feet wide; two are extremely beautiful, and mark 
the hand of the architect, the third differs greatly, 
having been rebuilt in 1703, by a very inferior 
genius.” | AO | - T6 0 
be difference did not strike me, and had J seen 
this remark beſore, it would have led me to have 
been more particular. I have an engraving of it in 
my possession, by an architect, where the exact 
dimensions are professedly given thus : Centre 
arch, sixty-one feet in the span, chord twenty-four 
feet at low water : the two outer arches, span thirty 
feet and a half, chord fifteen feet ; length of the 
bridge one hundred and ſeventy feet ; diameter of the 
piers, ten feet ; width. of the bridge, fifteen feet. 
Between two such respectable authorities, who 
shall decide? Till I have again seen the bridge I 
must say, Non nostrum inter vos, tantas componere 
Lates. Is 

The views, both up and down the riyer, are pro- 
digiously fine; and the whole country, from the 
source to the mouth of the Conway, is an animating 
picture, which justly lays claim to being one of the 
most picturesque in Wales. Po: 

Llanrwst, though the principal town of this par: 
of Wales, is not remarkable for the elegance of its 


481 


ro. THROUGH NORTH WALES, 
buildings, or the spaciousness of its streets. Though. 
not a large, it is a populous town, with a good 
market-hall, and a well endowed free school, in the 
gift of Jesus College, Oxon ; and carries on a small 
trade in harp making, The market is well supplied, 
and reasonable. | 

We entered the town on the en 0 Tues- 
day; and were not a little entertained at the variety 
of articles that might be purchased in it. The ad- 
jacent towns and villages do not abound with shops 
of every description, as in England; the market- 
day, therefore, is the time ſor buying in supplies ſor 
the week; and the market is filled with the luxuries 
as well as the necessaries of life. Few men are to be 
seen; the business being conducted by women; and 
we could not refuse admiring the spirit of industry 
manifest on these occasions. No person is idle no 
hand in pockets, or in fold, is seen, but both the 
buyer and the seller are employed in knitting; and 
hundreds may be seen going and returning, earning 
their subsistence as they walk along. 

How different is this from the manufacturing poor 
in England, where attendance on a fair, or market, 
is a general pretext for squandering and idleness. 
Indeed œconomy, as well as industry, the two 
grand hinges on which the happiness and comfort 
of the lower classes in society turn, may be learnt 
from all the raovements of this people. | 

The. livir;g is a rectory in the patronage of the 
bighop., "Che church, situate near the river, is de- 
dicated to St. Rystyd, Archbishop of London, 361; 
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and lays claim to considerable antiquity. The The 
ground was given, and probably the church erected, disfigt 
by Rhun, son of Nefydd Hardd, one of. the XV, shut, 
tribes of North Wales, to expiate the murder of valent 
Prince Idwal, perpetrated by the father of Rhun, to be 
The time of its erection may therefore be fixed A. D. dows 
1160. On the floor are several brass plates with playin 
figures of the Wynne family ; so beautifully en- are | 
chased, as to reflect the highest credit on the ob- found: 
scure artists, Sylvanus Crew and William Vaughan; Inigo 


Nor would the execution, visible in several of them, is an 
disgrace the present æra of the fine arts. But nei- à mast 
ther Crew nor Vaughan are recorded on the list of Tw 
Fame. n | | tain, . 
« Full many a gem of purest ray serene, h Gwalc 

The dark unfathom'd caves of ocean bear; with c 

Full many a flower is born to blush unseen, appeat 
And waste its sweetness in the desart air.“ Grar.. | which 
useful 


In the corner of a chapel is a stone coffin, with an 


inscription, importing, that it was removed from the dicate 
| its anci | do no 
abbey of Conway, its ancient place of sepulture ; Pls 
and contains the body of Llewelyn ap Jorwerth. - 
An ancient tomb incloses the remains of Howel n_y 
Cotymor, grandson of the Knight of Bettws, and 1 
the original owner of Guedir. On the tomb lies Ii"? 
the figure of a Knight in armour; ; the inscrip- the da 
tion round is, Hic jacet Howel Cotymor, ap Gruff (yd) mw 
Vychan ap Caruffe am(e)m. An ornamental gal- John, 
lery brought from the abbey of Maynen, displays 7 


some curious carved work of considerable merit. 
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The church, which is a good gothic building, is 
disfigured by outside shutters to the windows kept 
shut, except during divine service; a custom pre- 
ralent through this part of Wales; and understood 
to be a necessary precaution, ſor preserving the win- 
dows against the depredations of ball players; ball 
playing being an amusement to which the Welch 
are passionately devoted. The Guedir chapel, 
ſounded by Sir Richard Wynne, from a draft of 
Inigo Jones, intended as a burial place of the family, 
is an ornamental building, and discovers the hand of 
a master. N | 

Two miles from Llanrwst is a large date moun- 
tain, the highest part of which is called Craig y 
Gwalch, or the Rock of the Falcon, once covered 
with oaks; which, from many of the stools remaining, 
appear to have been in no degree inferior to those 
which enjoyed a deeper soil. Here is a subject of 
useſul inquiry, how these huge forest trees could ra- 
dicate and flourish on the bare rock? If vegetables 
do not receive all their nourighment by their leaves, 
then these must have derived some nutritive matter 
from the strata beneath, through latent fissures. 

Near the base of this mountain stands Guedir, 
with extensive woods in the back ground. From 
the date over the gate-way, it was built in 1558, by 
John Wynne, Esq. grandfather of the famous Sir 
John, author of the Memoirs. It consists of two 
courts, a greater and a less; and exhibits a specimen 
of a noble mansion for a country gentleman in the 
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days of Elizabeth. It has been observed, that this 
house took its name from having been the first 
house in Wales that had glass windows. At this 
Mr. Pennant feels indignant, and derives it from 
Gwaed-dir, i. e. Bloody Land; from the battles 
fought here about 610, by Llywarch Hen ; or the 
cruel battle fought near, between Jevaf and Jago, 
and the sons of Hoel ; he calls in the testimony of 
a bard to prove, that the use of glass was known in 
Wales for centuries before. | 
Respecting the use of glass, there can be no doubt 
at a much earlier period. But at that time it 
was not in general use in England ; and is not to 
the present day in North Wales, It is probable, 
therefore, that a large mansion with numerous win- 
dows, which, from the situation of the house, would 
exhibit the brilliant rays of a departing sun to a 
great distance, might induce the common people 
to change the name from Gwaed-dir, to Gwydr, 
now Guedir.“ A chapel, a neat building in the 
gothic style, and overshadowed by a very large 
Spanish chesnut, stands near the scite of the old 
house; where service is performed four times a year. 
Guedir lately became the property of Sir P. Burrel, 
(nowLord Guedir, or Gwydr) in right of his wife, Lady 
Willoughby de Eresby, eldest daughter to Robert, late 


® There is nothing to prove that the old house was not glazed; 
and that from this circumstance it might have derived its name 
zome centuiies before. 
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Duke of Ancaster.* The woods are extensive, and 
consist of a great variety of forest trees; oak, ash, 
elm, firs, sycamore, beech, &c. Among its plants, 
the Ruzus tous, and VACCINIUM ULIGINOSUM, 
are abundant. _ 

Ascending the opposite acclivity, which forms the 
eastern boundary of the vale of Llanrwst, we got 
into the road ; winding through an extensive wood 
of sapling oaks, interspersed with. beech and ches-- 
nut ; the elegant spruce, the pensile birch, 
and the rich scarlet berries of the mountain ash, 
added a pleasing variety to the sylvan scene. The 
opposite rocks and woods of Guedir, the people 
busy with their hay in the little vale, the meander- 


* This lady is possessed in her own right of the office of Lord 
Great Chamberlain of England, which is executed by her husband. 
By hes father's side, she is descended from the ancient family of 
the Berties ; and by the female, from Oven Gaynedd, CTA 
North Ta Vid. Hist. of Gued. Ram. 


+ The "PAS CASTANEA is frequent in the woeds in Wales, 
and seems to have been much more general in England formerly 
than it is at present. There are many remains of old decayed 
chesnuts in woods and chases. Many of the old buildings of 
the metropolis are formed of this timber ; and Fitzstephens, who 
gave a description of it in the reign of Henry II. speaks of a 


| notable forest of these trees, which grew on the North part of it. 


Ducarel recites a grant of the tythe of its fruit in the forest of Dean, 
made by this monarch to the abbey of Flexley. It is an agitated 
question, whether this beautiful and profitable tree be or not a na- 
tive of this island? After all that has been adduced on the negative 
ide, by the Hon, D. Barrington, Pennant, and others, I cannot 
but conclude with Evelyn and Collinson, that it is indigenous, 


*% 
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ing river, and the sun darting his resplendent rays 
through the intervals of shade, formed a landscape 
peculiarly soſt and pleasing. But we were not long 
before we experienced the. effects of contrast: ob- 
taining the summit of the hill, which is five miles 
long, nothing but a desart heath presents itself to 
the disappointed view. It is a barren morass, cir- 
.cumscribed by naked dark brown mountains, which 
give it a sombre air of melancholy grandeur. As far 
as the eye can ken, the prospect is relieved by no 
variety; nor is the view interrupted by a single ob- 
ject that can awaken curiosity. Not an inclosure, 
not a hut, nor the most distant trace of the country 
being inhabited. The very cattle, as though prog- 
nosticating famine if they staid, had forsaken it; nor 
was one of the feathered tribes heard to chaunt his 
atrial song. Scarcely any marks of vegetation, save 
here and there a few species of carex, peeping 
through the black earth; with Scinrus PALUSTRIS, 
and C. caspitosus, ERIOPHORUM POLYSTACHION, 
Ai1RA CARYOPHYLEA, JUNCUS CONGLOMERATUS. and 
J. savAnnosvs, all n out the incongeniality 
of the soil.“ 

Making the best of our way we at b disco- 
vered a few turbaries, which intimated human beings 
were at no great distance ; and further on we dis- 
coyered some poor people with sledges, dragging 


A visible declivity ĩs apparent in this extensive flat, and ĩt might 
without much expence or difficulty be drained, and quickly im- 
proved : but expence and difficulty are relative terms, and have - 
very different meaning in different nt places, 7 
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away the peat and turf that had been recently cut in 
the distant bogs. | | 

Alas I said I, even these reſuse spots, these blanks 
in the map of nature, are not unattended to! The 
misery that takes refuge in the neighbourhood is 
glad to ask for some consolation from the scanty 
productions of this dreary waste 

The mind alive to the beauties, is sensibly affected 


with the seeming defects in Creation, and gradually 


becomes in unison with the objects, and the scenery 
around it. We found ourselves enveloped with 
gloom, but were at length. relieved from it, by the 
venerable plantations which encircle an old mansion 
of the Wynne's, called Voelas Hall, occupied” by 
the Hon. Mr. Finch, who married the heiress of 
that family. | 

An artificial mount is to be seen here, on which 
formerly stood a castelet, destroyed by Llewelyn the 
Great. A remarkable column bears a very obscure 
inscription, part in Latin and part in Welch. All that 
can be collected from it is in the last line, import- 
ing, that the excellent Prince Llewelyn hes buried here. 
This must have been Llewelyn ap Siteylt, who was 
assassinated 1021; about the place of whose sepul- 
ture history is silent. Llewelyn ap Jorwerth having 
been publicly interred in the abbey of Conway; 
and the third and last Llewelyn being slain near 
Bualt. Several other small pillars were standing, 
with illegible characters, in the time of Camden. 

Two miles to the right is Ispytty Evan, where 
ſormerly stood an hospital of St. John of Jerusalem. 
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This was an asylum for travellers in this wild country 
during the inhospitality and perils of war ; formed 
under the protection of the knights of this order, who 
held the manor, and made the precincts a sanctuaty. 
After the abolishing of the order, the privileges pas- 
sing to other hands, the place became the terror of 
the country ; exempted from regular jurisdictions, it 
became a rendezvous of the abandoned and the des- 
perate from every quarter, and was literally converted 
from a house of penitence and prayer into a den of 
thieves ; a set of banditti ravaged the country far and 
wide with impunity, till, by the prudence and per- 
Severance of Meredyth ap- Evan, in the reign of 
Henry VII. they were completely extirpated. | 
_ . After a long interval another charity arose in this 
place, but not out of the ruins of the former. Cap- 
tain Richard Vaughan, a poor knight of Windsor, 
erected and endowed, A. D. 1600, an alms-house 
for six poor men, with a weekly allowance for bread 
and coals. | 

We descended to the small village of Capel Voe- 
las, and passing a bridge over a stream tributary to 
the Dee, we came to some low unprofitable boggy 
meadows, where several farmers were mowing their 
ill-conditioned grass: the mode of performing this 
is very different from that we had been used to wit- 
ness: the scythe is mueh longer and broader than 
ours, which the mower lifting up in nearly a vertical 
direction, strikes at a distance from his body with all 
the strength he possesses, as though he were striking 
at a monster whose attack he dreaded and whos 

6 
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try escape he feared ; it appears awkward to a beholder, 


on yet it is reasonable upon two grounds the intermix- 
ho ture of rushes, &c. in this coarse herbage renders it 
* difficult to cut, and frequent failures in the crop will 


not admit of going regularly over the ground. They 
have a'peculiar mode also of sharpening' the scytbe: 
a piece of board, three inches wide and about eigh- 
teen long, narrowed at one end by way of handle, is 
covered over with a composition of pounded gritstone | 
and hog's:lard ;, this is used as a common whetstone 
for all the cutting instruments used in husbandry. 
The stone is brought in Jumps from the'foot of Snow- 
don, and sold in the market at one penny per pound. 
Wishing them ſavourable weather for housing their 


* scanty and hard-earned crops, we soon Riemen the 
Lap solitary inn ß. ane 
der, CyRNTO Ru. 
ouse | 
read 


Hearing that three chaises and a post.coach were 
kept at this inn, we promised ourselves that we 
should meet with a few comforts to console us after 
our melancholy day's excursion; but we found; on 
entering, that the external and internal of places, as 
well as persons, are too frequently at variance; we 
could not procure a single article of a quality that 
even hungry appetites could cordially relish; and I 
would advise the future traveller, who intends to call 
at Mr. Rowland's, to be provided with a portable 
cordial, to ohear him under the chearſess a, Yon at 
the Inn of Cyrniogen! © 

Three miles ſurther we reached Cerrig y ine 

U 
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famed, in Camden's time, far some remains af'Druid. 
ical worship, whence. it originally, took its name 4, the 
Antiquary will now find himself disappointed, for 
these sacred reliques have long since been removed by 
the hands of interest, and made subserviont to ęxeet- 
ing a wall round a farm-yard ; they consisted chiefly 
of cromlechs;and kist vaens, or stone chests; and a 
particular account, of them is given by the learned 
annotator of Camden, II. 813.. 

Tbe road now became less dreary, and a 0 oa. 


; tated farms, gave a gleam, of hope, that we! were 


onge more approaching an inhabited country; un- 
acquainted that there was any thing peculiarly wor- 
thy of obseryation before, we should reach Corwen, 
we suddenly eme upou 2 scene 28 grand * it was 
unexpected. | 


Poxr LLYN 8 | 


A bridge of one arch, about 4ifty feet in the span, 
is seen bestriding a deep and dismal chasm, through 
whichthe hoarse- soundingtorrent, the Glynn, rushing 
down into a deepened bed, roars over the disjointed 
rocks beneath, and, lashing the rocky sides that check 
its impetuosity, rolls its angry waters to the Dee. 


The stupendous fissure, full two hundred feet deep 


is overhung by large forest trees, whose spreading 
branches, intermingling from the opposite sides, 
throw a darkened shade over the awful scene, and 
the eye dreads to follow the maddened torrent throng 
the profundity of its horrible bed. a 
A bold cataract, aboye * bridge, gives you wo 


wo 
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cient notice that you are near, and the hoarse rum- 
blings of the water, heard in distant murmurs down 
the dark and wooded glen, give an ain effect 


to this truly sublime scene. 


The road from Bala to Ruthin here joitis that of 
Llanrwst, for which purpose the bridge was built; 
it winds found the side of the hill on a rocky shelf, 
with a wall towards the ravine, while the rude per- 
pendicular mountain lifts its tremendous head with 
overhanging crags, that serye to heightet the colonr- 
ing of the tertific picture; and I may venture to af 
firm, that the conp dil bf Punt yr 1 is ot 
inferior 7 Pont Aber Giur. Wlrwmame 

We erossed the Dee over an old stone bridge of 
tix atches, where its dark and deep waters are arch] 
contrasted with the wooded banks as it flows throu 
the hartow verdant vale of Edernion, and soon found 
ane again in Merioneth, at the mall t town of 


con EN. b 


The Sally inn is the Owen Glyndwr, to which we 
were directed by a huge figure painted on a sign, 
having large eyes and a long beard, much like the 
Saracen's Head, meant as a likeness of the bero of 
the vale,” who still lives in the remembrance and af- 
fections of the people of Corwen. The decent ac- 
commodations, and the pointed civility of the people, 
made this à comfortable retreat. Wishing for every 
kind of refreshment, after a long and toilsome day, I 
inquired for a Tonsor; after waiting till the supper 
was ready, Oy my patience nearly exhausted, 1 dis- 

v 2 | 
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covered that my meaning was not comprebended; 
the girl, supposing, from the time of the evening, 
and the custom of the place, that I must wish for 
the soothing sounds of music to lull me to ro- 
pose, introduced a blind barper : I smiled as 
you may suppose; to have 8hewn any Symptoms 
of disapprobation. would have been calling my own 
taste in question, and an unfair requital of ber 
well- meant intentions. I retained the village min- 
strel, and on further explaining my wants, was 
informed, there was ng, barber within. many miles; 
that a nr at Corwen, but she su ppased my 
bonour would not like to be shaved by-a woman {+ 
Smiling; at, the haughty ideas our sex were, supposed 
to entertain of the fair, and the bumble opinion sbe 
had of her own, I readily acquiesced. ;The. girl, 
who understood me rather from, my lopkg,than my 
language, hastened her steps, and in a few minutes, a 
tall stout damsel made her appearance, about twenty- 
five, of a fair and ruddy complexion ; who, with the 
apparatus in her hand, and a smile upon her face; in 
broken English addressed herself to the company. 
In the one hand was a pewter jng containing hot 
water, in the other a case of razors and a shaving 
box: wonder not at the latter, the accommodation 
of more polished countries; it was a present from a 
gentleman, whose beard be bad taken off "RY 
much dexterity and ease, as to leave an impression 

gratitude upon bis mind, and he had, as a token of it, 
made this useſul acknowledgment. She proceeded 
to the work. Entertained with the novelty of the 
thing, and the perfect good humour of the operator, 
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expressed'in smiles and the soſtest sounds of her lan- 
guage, my beard was removed before I wished, shall 
I say ? certainly before I expected. On inquiry, I 
learned that Magdalene Hughes was the daughter of 
a creditable person of the town, possessed, at his 
death, of a small property, which, while the family 
remained together, was sufficient to keep them, but 
that some were married and some dead, and she was 
left with an aged mother, and had taken up this odd, 
but profitable trade, as a means of procuring subsis- 
tence ſor both. I never had my beard more easily 
removed; but, independent of this, from the consi- 
deration of the latter circumstance, the man of sen- 
sibility will never pass Corwen without contributing 
a small gratuity to this dutiful daughter of affliction. 
presented her with a small piece of silver on the oe- 
casion, and we soon learnt the happiness this unex- 
pected event produced was not confined to herself. 
The generosity of this simple people appeared in this, 
as in many other instances, of too liberal a nature, 
to be confined within the narrow limits of self. The 
joy of the unadulterated Welsh character is the joy 
of social participation ; the harper, who had been play- 
ing for us during the hour of supper, was now en- 
listed in the service of Magdalene; her young ac- 
quaintance in the town, and the servants of the 
house were invited to the ſeast; the mistress of the 
house, entering into the spirit of the occasion, con- 
tnbuted her mite also; the merry dance and chear- 
ing cwrw went round to an advanced hour, and we 
had the pleasure of witnessing a large portion of in- 
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offensive mirth, produced by an inconsiderable. gra, 
tuity. Early in the morning we were awaked be- 
fore we wished by a number of voices singing; the 
cause of this unwelcome serenade we found, a con- 
gregation of Dissenters assembled in a chapel oppo- 
site the inn, before they went to their respectiye em- 
ployments, to pray for the prosperity of their coun» 
try, and supplicate the Divine Being for a speedy 
restoration of peace among the ambitious and con- 
tending powers of Europe. This matin service was 
performed for this patriotic purpose at the same hour 
once a week. There was something so truly philan- 
thropic in this work of supererogation, as same might 
be inclined to term it, that, however we might differ 
in some points from this people, this called loudly 
for imitation, and we could not help amian our 
quota of approbation. 

The town is neat, but very «mall, situate on a ris- 
ing ground on the southern bank of the Dee. The 
church is a neat cruciform structure, in a highly ro- 
mantic situation, immediately under a vast rocky 
cliff, the abrupt finishing of the Ferwyn ; it is de- 
dicated to St. Julian, archbishop of St. David's, who 
was esteemed the godliest man and greatest clerk of 
all Wales; he died 1089, 

On the south side of the church stands a cross, 
which the vulgar call he word of Glyndwr ; the 
Shaft is let into a flat stone with four supporters; in 
its present mutilated state it measures four feet eight 
inches; it might have been originally sis; it would 
then answer, in shape, to a coffin lid, or one of those 
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grave · stones in that shape, so frequently found in 
church- yards. As the place of Owen's burial is un- 
certain,“ it might be conjectured that his remains 
lie under it; but the mark, representing a sword, is 
one of those crosses that marks the interment of a 
monk, or a person of some religious order. | 

A neat building stands on the same side of the 
church-yard, a monument of the judicious munifi- 
cence of a private gentleman, called Corwen Col- 
lege. 9 | | 

It consists of six dwellings, with endowment for the 
support of six widows of poor clergymen, possessed 
of the cure of souls at the time of their decease, in 
the county of Merioneth, by William Eyton, Esq. 
of Plas Warren, Shropshire, who left by will, 1709, 
a sum for this purpose; but, from some cause, the 
building was not finished, according to the inscrip- 
tion over the entrance, till 1750. The endowment 
was originally sixty pounds, but is now doubled ; this 
sum, by a singular circumstance, is at present en- 
joyed by one. A proviso was made in the will that 
the widows should keep the building in repair; and 
if, at any time, there should be less than the number, 
those resident to share the residue of the income; it 
was now occupied by only one, a Widow Stodart, 


* A marble slab is shewn in the cathedral of Bangor as his bu- 
rial-place, but this is highly improbable : the guardians of the 
church would hardly permit the body of its incendiary to obtain a 
place of distinction within its walk. It is said, that he was buried 
at Mannington, in Herefordshire, where he died, at the .house 
of his daughter, A, D. 1415. Vid. Pennant, 
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who, wich an otherwise friendless sister, lived toge. 
ther in a degree of affluence. 

A small building, adjoining the church, contains 
the parish-hearse : it is a light caravan with two 
wheels ; the body, like that of a hearse, is hung upon 
springs, and painted black; a person is allowed a 
salary out of the parish rate to keep a stout horse: 
when informed of the time of burial, he is to proceed 
to the house of the deceased with his vehicle, and 
move with the body a solemn pace to the place of 
interment ; this must strike every person as much 
more decorous than the common practice of remote 
country parishes in England, where the dead are fre- 
quently carried in a common dung-cart, or the cof- 
fin swung across a horse's back, who, hastens to get 
rid of his load. A decent respect for the dead has, 
in all ages, been considered as a mark of a polished 
people; in this respect the Welsh shew a great de- 
gree of refinement, no people being more attentive 
to the solemnity of funeral rites, 

A manufactory of woollen cloths, from the 5 
of the neighbourhood, has lately been commenced 
at Corwen, and promises to employ the numerous 
poor of the neighbourhood ; it produces white coarse 
goods, bought up by the Liverpool merchants for the 
use of the colonies. The rocks about Corwen, abound 
with the LichEN PRoPosCIDENS and Rusus CHA- 
MAMORUs, called Mwyar Berwyn, or the Berwyn 
MuLBERRY : anglic? DEwBERRIEs, or CLOUD BER“ 
RIES ; they are considered by the natives as power- 
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ful antiscorbutics, and held in gh estimation for 
tarts, &c. &c. 

Fronting Corwen is a British post called Caer Dre- 
wyn : it is a circular wall on the summit of a steep 
bill, about a mile and a half in circumference;; with 
the remains of circular habitations within, now in 
ruins. Mr. Pennant supposes this to have been one 
of those strong holds where the Welsh placed their 
women, children, cattle, &c. as a saſe-guard, and 
considers it one of those chains of posts that began at 
Diserth and ended at Canwyd ; but, from this place 
having no supply of water, I should rather suppose it 
to be one of the temporary entrenched camps, where 
they halted for a night or two till they were able to 

regain strength, to recommence their W 
warfare. 

Owen Gwynedd is supposed, by Lyttelton, to have 
occupied this post while Henry II. was encamped 
on the opposite side of the vale; the king had as- 
sembled all his choice forces on the Berwyn, and 
strongly entrenched them by felling the woods and 
taking every possible precaution against ambush and 
surprise. Both armies, ſor a considerable time, lay 
in sight of each other; but the Welsh, well ac- 
quainted with the country by their light troops, 
cut off the king's supplies of forage and ammu- 
nition, and so harassed them by skirmishing, 
that the king was glad to withdraw to England 
in chagrin and disgrace, without having struck 
a single blow. (Vid. Powel, p. 190.) The place 
of encampment may still be traced by a ram- 
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part of earth between the church of Corwen and the 
village of Conwyd. 

This was afterwards the retreat of the celebrated 
Owen Glyndwr, whose memory is highly rovered in 
this neighbourhood, long the scene of his exploits. and 
his hospitality. The family name of this extraordinary 
character was Helan; he was styled Glyndivr, or 
Glyndwrdwy, from his possessions lying principally in 
the vale of the Dee, (Dwrdwy) commonly called the 
vale of Llangollen : some remains of his private pa- 
lace are still visible at a place called Sychnant, about 
three miles from Corwen. He was fourth in descent 
from Gryffydd Vychan, the surviving son of Gryf- 
fydd ap Madoc, Lord of Bromfield and Vale, whose 
residence was at Castell Dinas Bran. By his mo- 
ther's ſide he was allied to the North-Wallian Prin- 
ces, from which descent he afterwards derived his 
claim to the throne of Wales.? Writers vary about 
the precise time of his birth; it must have been 
some time between the years 1349 and 1354. It is 
a common idea, that extraordinary characters have 
their births ushered in by extraordinary events or un- 
common appearances ; his father's horses were said 
to have been found standing in the stable up to their 
bellies in blood the night previous to his nativity. 
Holinsbed relates this as a presage of this arch-re- 
bels future cruelties: while the Welsb considered it 

* Leland thus reckons his genealogy : © Livelin ap Jorworth 
Droyndan, Prince of al Wales, had Grifith ; Grifith had Lluelin; 


Lluelin had Cateriae ; Caterine had Eleanor; Eleanor had Helene, 
mother to O. Glindoure.“ 
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as an omen of the just retaliatiant he would make 
upon their cruel oppressars ;. Owen encouraged this 
idea, as a mean of securing the enthusiasm of the 
people in his favour; and, it is not unlikely, in en- 
deavouring to persuade others, he had persuaded 
himself into a belief of its reality. Shakspeare 
finely delineates this mixture of superstition and 
vanity, when he puts the NOR of his * into 
the hero's own mouth. | v1 


- « At my birth - 
The froms — was full of fiery e $1 
The goats ran from the mountains, and the herds 
Were strangely clamotous in the frighted fields; 
These signs have marked me extraordinary; 
And all the courses of my liſe do _ 85 

I am not in the roll of common men. * 


Eodued with great military genius, a spirit ahn 
ent of controul or provocation, with the late disgrace 
of his country strong upon his mind, he was pre- 
pared for those arduous scenes of difficulty and danger 
which the circumstances of the times unavoidably 


laid before bim. In the reign of Richard he had - 


been a favourite at the English Court; and evidently, - 
from principle, was attached to the person and inte» 
rests of that monarch ; for he followed the fallen for- 
tunes of his royal master; and, after the king's death 
retired to his patrimony, full of jndignation at. his 
Sovereign's wrongs, and with an ardent desire to re- 
venge them. His resentment against the usurper, 


Henry, Duke of Lancaster, was exasperated by pri- 


vate grievances as well as by public, wrongs ; as 
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might naturally be expected; he incurred the frowijs 
of the new court; and, it was not probable, that any 
prior or present grievances, belonging to partizans 
of the late king, should be redressed ; it was more 
probable that nem ones would be added; and every 
engine of deceit and malice 'be put into action to 
entangle, in the mazes of the law, so powerful an an- 
tagonist to the new government. A portion of Owens 
lands were seized by Lord Grey, and, sbortly aftey, 
by designedly omitting to summon Owen, as a 
baron, to attend the King, insult was added to 
injury, and a pretence of forfeiture, as weak as it was 
wicked, was set up, to alienate the remainder of his 
patrimony.* 
Ins the very ungettled state of the public mind, 
especially among the Welsb, and the just plea they 
might have to throw off the English yoke, from the 
late unjustifiable usurpation, the danger might have 
been foreseen by the most shallow politician, of urg- 
ing a person of such abilities and interest as Owen 
into desperate measures it might have been ex- 
| pected, that the ambition of Owen, fired by revenge, 
would induce him to throw off allegiance from 
a power he considered unlawful ; and which; bi- 
therto, had only been exercised to rob him and bis 
friends, and oppress his country. It required little 
penetration to discover that this would be a signal 
for a general revolt and insurrection through the 


© © On the attainder being WY against Owen, Henry wo 


501d the lordship of Glyndwrdwy to Robert Salisbury, of Rag, i 
which family it etill remains, 
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principality. The prognosticat ions of Trevor, who 
advised temperate proceedings, but in vain, were 
quickly veriſied; the Welsh, instigated by their 
bards and minstrels, who recited their accumulated 
wrongs, the virtues of their princes, and their pre- 
sent hero, in alternate song, rallied round the stan- 
dard of their new leader, and, calling to mind the 
prophecies of their ancient bards,* looked up to him 
with all the confidence of enthusiasm, as a miracu- 
lous persouage from Heaven, who should revenge 
the blood of their country, and restore to it, once 
again, its lost independence. Surrounded by a peo- 
ple ardendyobreathing ſor iſiberty, and at the bead 
of a formidable army, his first act was that of just 
retaliation, + Has seized upon the lands and person of 
his chief enemy, Lord Greyſ and, on the 20th of 
Septembeti 4, he was publicly proclaimed Princo 
of North Wales. The insurreotion now became ge- 
neral, and the Welsh, except within the influence 
of the royal garrisons, entirely threw off the e | 


6 They alvgkened the people to the e of the feats per. | 
formed by their ancient Princes; represented Glyndwr as a de- 
xcendant from them, and now their 'rightful Prince 3 expounded 
the hitherto mysterious prophecies; and asserted, that in this ex. 
traordinary man was' to be expected the completion of every pte 


diction of the oracular Merlin, 107 


+ Reginald was kept 2 Sou prisoner, and probably a 
handled, by Owen. The king wisbed to obtain the liberty of his fas 
vourite: Owen demanded ten thousand marks for his ransom, and 
the king s sap, with other nobles, as hostages for the payment; 
the king, at length, complied with the gs Mo terms HE 


tion, and Reginald n 2 


7 
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yoke. 80 formidable indeed was the rebellion now 


considered' by the Englisb, that the King thoright i 


necessary to march against Owen in Pete dut, 
after endeavouring to dislodge him froth his ſastnesses 
among the mountains, and losing the flower of his 
army in the attempt, he returned to London in 
chagrin and disgrace. Taking advantage of this 
interval, Owen over- ran South- Wales; taking many 
of the castles, garrisoning some, setting fir to 
others, and destroying by fire and - sword every 
thing that opposed the execution of his designs. 

The King, having recruited his army, and filled 
his treasury by contributions, aguin took the field 
against this arch- rebel; but with no better sues 
Want of victory was, in this case, defeat z fot" every 
day Owen acquired new friends and additional 
strength. The year 1402 was the meridian of his 
glory. He completely subdued his great enemy 
Grey, who had again appeared in arms, and forced 
him into a matrimonial alliance with one of bis 
daughters. Having thus secured him, he proceeded 
to an act, which, however politic it might be con- 
sidered from the urgency of the times, yet cannot its 
- atrocity ever be wiped from the escutcheon of Glyn- 
dwr. Under pretence that many of the clergy had fa- 
voured the cause of Henry, unheard, and with a total 
disregard to innocence or guilt, he adjudged them 
to the sword, and sacrilegiously sacked and destroyed 
the cathedrals of St. Asaph and Bangor. Owen was 
how become the hope of his friends and the terror of 
his enemies. The repeated trump of victory had 


roused 
parts Q 
and thi 
more fe 


TESHEESSEZE 4835 


F 5 


SEAS L 7 7 


IZA 


5 


TOUR- THROUGH NORTH WALES. 303 


roused the dormant spirit of the moſt indifferent 
parts of the country. And by his past  expefience, 
and the influx of additional troops, he became still 
more formidable from an invasion of the North, by 
the Scotoh, which created a [powerful diversion in 
his favour. He was not only able to over - run great 
part of the principality, but to make predatory: ex- 
carsions, and levy contributions to the banks of the 
Severn. Vietory trod close upon the heels of victory: 
and the English, beaten and discomſorted in every 
quarter, to cover the disgrace of total deſeat, attri- 
buted the cauges to the incantations of witches and 
wicked sprites, enlisted under the banners of the 
Britisb Chieftain. Owen judiciously encouraged an 
idea 80 calculated to inspire his own army with cou- 
rage, and throw dismay and terror among the troops 
of his enemy. The Prince of English Bards, while 
he pourtrays the vanity of Owen, makes bim vaunt- 
ingly boast of his — with the spiritual 
world! bes aan nid 


„Where is he arena Oat SITE 
That chides the banks of England, Wales, or Scotland, . 
Who calls me pupil? or has read to me ? 

And bring him out, that is but woman's son. 
Can trace me in the tedious ways of art; 
Or hold me pace in deep experiments ? 

Ian call * from the a Pe 


Owen's affairs began to wear 80 prosperous an 
aspect, that he assembled a Parliament of the prin- 
cipal gentlemen who espoused his cause at Mach- 
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ynlleth.* His title to the principality was here 
formally acknowledged, and the crown placed upon 
his head. He entered into an alliance with the 
Percies'of Northumberland, and with Mortimer, in 
| the name of his brother the Earl of March; and 
this triumvirate; like the old one of Rome, placing 
their/geographical instruments before them, divided 
the empire amongst them. The effects of this 
coalition, however, was not friendly to the cause of 
Glyndwr. | Two armies arrived under the command 
of Mortimer; and a' third, under Percy, tried to 
form- a junction with Glyndwr, and encamped in 
the vicinity of Oswestry, Henry, with true military 
skill, sensible how important it was to his cause to 
prevent; if possible, this junction, hastened by forced 
marches 'to 'engage Percy, at the risque of being 
surrounded by a detachment from the allies, whom 
he overtook and defeated near Shrewsbury. This 
cast a gloom upon Owen's atmosphere for some time; 
but, spurning fear and trampling on difficulty, he 
entered into an alliance with Charles, King of 
France ; by whose assistance, with troops and money, 
he renewed the war with redoubled vigour ; and was 


.. 9 he narrowly escaped asassination, from a snare laid for 
him by his brother-in-law, David Gam, a professed friend, in the 
pay of Henry. But the plot being opportunely discovered, Glyn- 
dvr escaped. He spared his life from affection for his wife, but 
kept him in close confinement for ten years. 

Powel says (p. 316,) that he was released upon his solemnly pro- 
mising to be true and loyal to Glyndwr in future ; that David basel 
fled from his engagements, and Owen retaliated by _ his man- 


sion, but Gam escaped. 
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zo successful this campaign (1404), that the Englich - 
were driven from. every post; the Principality was 
alienated from the Crown of England, and Welsh 
independence appeared firmly re- established. The 
next year the atmosphere was again darkened with - 
clouds, and Heaven seemed to frown upon his 
affairs. The English troops, led by the wise and, 
intrepid Henry, Prince of Wales, proved invincible; 
and the Welsh, as though suddenly bereft of their 


usual spirit, yielded in several pitched- battles ta 


superior discipline, and became an easy conquest to 
the enemy. The spirit of Owen himself, who had 
hitherto horne up against adversity, and shaken off 
difficulties like dew- drops from a lion's mane, seemed 
broken; his principal friends dispersed ; and he was 
obliged to wander from place to place, accompanied - 
by a few trusty partizans, amidst the retired and 
secure parts of the woods and mountains. Shortly 
aſter this, Owen's fortune again revived. He re- 
ceived fresh succours from France; and we find him 
at the end of the year 1405, at the head of a 
powerful and well-appointed army, encamped on 
Wobury Hill, in the parish of Witley, near Wor- 
cester, the suburbs of which he burnt. The King 
was constrained to go a fourth time, in perton, against 
this formidable enemy. Here the French, une qual 
in valour to the English, shamefully gave way at the 
beginning of the day; and the allied army expe- 
nenced à most terrible defeat. Owen, with the 
remnant of the Welsh, made good his retreat to 

x rages, pes 
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the mountains of Wales ; and feeling the indigna- 
tion which the brave always experience at the sight 
of cowardice, sent the French troops home, and 
begun to turn his attention to internal defence, 
From this period his affairs began rapidly to decline; 
his forces were not only weakened by the late dis- 
asters, but also by the defection of the whole district 
of Ystradt Tywy. Though possessed of sufficient 
strength to retain his fortified positions, he was too 
weak to meditate any thing beyond defensive mea- 
zures. Though his career was stopped, and his army 
almost dwindled to nothing, yet the spirit of Owen 
was not utterly depressed: for in opposition to a 
grant of lands made by Henry, consisting of estates 
belonging to the adherents of Owen, he was not 
behind the King in an ostentatious display 'of regal 
power. He granted a pardon to one John ap Howel 
ap Jevan Goch, © Anno principatus nostri VI, datum 
apud Kevn Llanvair Xo die Jan. per ipsum prineipem,” 
On the seal was the portrait of Owen, seated in a 
chair of state, bearing a sceptre in his right hand 
and a globe in his left, Having lost his principal 
fortresses, Owen, though he had acquired some 
additional followers, was unable to do little more 
than make predatory inroads upon the Welsh 
Marches. Numbers of his friends, wearied with the 
length of the war and the hopeless prospect of final 
success, at length deserted his standard; and be 
was constrained to confine himself to the most di- 
cult passes and deſensible positions amidst the moun- 
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yet possesded "the Alps of Wales, in which" he fe- 
Any invieeible, bechuse incocessible ; though 80 
closely blockaded, as to cease to be formidable to the 
neighbourhood. Wor 
Here, with a 3 bravery, he maintained 
his position in spite of the whole force of England, 
till long after the death of Henry, When Henry V, 
wishing to have his mind and his troops. disengaged, 
to chastise the French; and finding Owen and his 
adherents still in a respectable state of defence, 
who, in the absence of his troops, might annoy 
the neighbourhood, condescended to enter into a 
treaty with him. The tenor of which was a free 
pardon for kim and his followers; and an act of 
oblivion and general amnesty for the whole king- 
dom, Whether the hero deigned to negociate is 
not said; probably his death, which happened 
about this time (1415), interrupted its completion. 
If this event“ took place, as stated, at the house 
of his daughter, there is reason to suppose that he 
did. The treaty was, however, again renewed by 
the same Minister, Sir Gilbert Talbot, with the 
son Meredydd ap Owen, February 24th, 1416 
and by his closing with the terms, peace was re- 
stored to both countries, after an undecisive struggle 
of fifteen years. 


He died September 20, 1415; aged 61. 
» x 2 bl 
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I have given a short sketch of the exploits of this 
„mee r character, begause they are little known; 
and because the events of, the time of Henry the 
Fourth; as they stand in the Eagles: WT 


4 * 
obscure without it. 158 tgol; 
1 urs 
ours, "ÞB. | 
- 8 4s 7.3 
| 63685 1 „19 
1 5 * . * 12 
. . p a ' 1641717 « % 
I + 3 F , : 15 89 #3 
917 z 
' 19 if « * # 1 
H c 97 
f 5 50 : 
f U 
10 9 l 3 
' 15 N 
1 
} 1 
' ) ' ' 
; [ { 101 
1 31 [| 7 
5 F w- 
(21 * 1 
* 
11 1 h 
(4 N 
int f 
' * 
, [ Fi 
* 
1 
J 1 i b = 
{ 
o 
1 i } 
i 5 "W, f ; 
\ | # 
o 1 ; 
C- * N 
| 118 
us — — 1 > 
Cw 
8 84 ö 
* . 


Llange 
upon | 
The lo 
the rig 
and ve. 


As 1 
aspect 
more v 
we bef 
the tur 
Its pass 
unbrid 
caprich 
one W 
flow ir 
ling o 
margin 

The 


mount 
ened y 
ists of 


TOUR THROUGH NORTH WALES. 309 


LETTER XII. 


Dan Sin, 1 5 c Chih, 


W. now a the- Gar-famed RW of 
Llangollen or Glyndwrdwy ; and rambled for miles 
upon the banks of its still more celebrated river. 
The lofty Berwyn stretohed its high table land to 
the right, while the leſt was formed by e "__ 
and verdant meadows, | 

As we procceded, the mountains put « en a bolder 
aspect; and the valley, with its river, assumed a 
more varied shape. No longer the tranquil stream 
we before admired, it swelled and ſoamed with all 
the turbulence of rage, grew impetuous, and forced 
its passage over its uneven bed in the form of an 
unbridled torrent, Consistent, however, with its 
capricious character, it takes a devious course ; 
one while receding from the view and seeming to 
flow in peaceful silence, at another it appears rol- 
ling over shelving rocks, while its wopd-fringed 
margin heightens the effect of the hoary Wave. 

The road sometimes ascends the acclivity of the 
mountain, and then suddenly drops into the length- 
ened vale ; while the opposite side of the river con- 
zists of moderately wooded hills, that present them- 
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gelyes in all the luxuriance of forest foliage, inter- 
spersed with numerous villas of the gentry, and 
white-washed cottages of the more humble inha- 
bitants ; which give additional charms of life and 
spirit to the varied landscape. Descending into a 
rich bottom surrounded by woods, where -a crystal 
stream issuing from a fissured rock into a natural 
bason below, we saw a number of females assembled 
to wash their linen ; which they performeg by first 
laying it to 808k in the basgn, then beating it with 
2 piece of flat board on a portion of the rock, and 
rubbing the more delicate articles with their bands 
in the running stream: then spreading them on the 
turf to dry. This brought to our recollection a similar 
mode of washing in a more polished country; which 
must recur to him, who has ever led bis devious 
steps to the banks of the Seine. Or should-it be 
refused protection under the roof of refinement, it 
has at least got the sanction of non, it was 
the custom of ancient Greece. 
Homer deseribes Ulysses and his companions, as 

| making. in the done their route— n 


60 . The c cisterna where Pliczecian FROM 
Mash their fair garments in the limꝑpid streams 
Where gathering i into depth, from falling rills, 
The lucid wave a spacious bason fills: 
The mules unharness'd, range beside the main, 
To crop the verdant herbage of the plain. 
Then emulous the royal robes they lave, 8 
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The vestures cleans'd, ofenpread the dg md, | | 
Their * lustre bing all the strand. 
| 'Fors. 


To e who have . been beyond the 
precincts of a city, this may appear a very singular 
custom; but it must be admitted an eligible one, 
where fuel is scarce; and at least conducive to 
cleanliness and salubrity. 

From hence the boundary to the left opens i in 45 
mall, but beautiful vale of Egwem; through which 
a rapid stream from the mountains of Yale, flows 
into the Dee. The variety of the scenery inc 
every step as we approached Llangollen. The Dee 
widens, and irregularly flows over its shelying bed, 
and exhibits its bottom dry, except at time of flood, 
in various places. It consists of laminated dats 
rock, making an angle of aboyt thirty-two with the 
plane of the horizon; but frequently rising inta 
ridges of a sufficient height to interrupt and divide 
the stream of the river. It at length forsakes nearly 
the whole of its bed, and contracting its waters into 
a narrow channel, throws them with velocity over a 
ledge of rock through a single arch of the beautiful 
bridge of Llangollen. ; 

This bridge consists of four pointed; or angular 
arches, the widest not more than twenty-eight feet i in 
the span. Built by Jobn Trevor, Bishop of St. Asaph, 
in the year 1346, and is considered by the Welsh, 
3s one of Tri Thus Cymru,. or, The three poi 
Things of Wan 
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The town is small, on the southern bank of the 
river, and has nothing to boast of, save a good parish 
church, dedicated to St. Collen, an Irisb saint of 
eight. descents from Mathalwch, Lord of Cwl, in 
Ireland, who lies buried here: and a well endowed 
free school. The houses are meanly built, and the 
streets narrow and without payement. But Llan- 
gollen derives its consequence from the celebrity of 
its vale, the beauties of its surrounding scenery, and 
the interesting objects of antiquity in the vicinity, 
And perhaps no place is more justly ſamed; where 
the sentimental and refined lover of nature may have 
full scope for the indulgence of imagination. 

At a small distance, qverlooking the town, is a 
very neat building in the cottage style, fitted up with 
great taste by the present occupiers, the Right Hon. 
Lady Eleanor Butler and Miss Ponsonby. The 
former was sister to John, late Earl of Ormond, and 
is aunt of the present Earl.“ The latter is of the 
noble family of the name in Ireland, and cousin to 
the present Earl of Besboreugh. 

An extent of about two acres includes eyery thin 
graceful, as a confined pleasure ground. It is an 
elegant villa in miniature, and justly entitled to Miss 
Seward's appellation, The Fairy Palace of the 
Vale.” 

These ladies, united 4 sisterly affection, conge- 
nial talents, and endued with -virtues and accom- 


* This lady is omitted in Kearsley's Peerage ; but this is bpt on 
error among many. See Titles Drogheda, Dalhoutie, &c, ane 
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plichments, calculated to adorn more public scenes, 
retired early from the gay world, and chose this re-" 
cluse spot for their constant residence. Avoiding 
every appearance of dissipation, they: lead a life as 
retired as the situation. ! 

While we lament that such examples of aasee | 
should be lost to society in an age of levity and vice 
like the present, we cannot help admiring the spirit 
of self denial and command, which could inspire such 
contempt of the world in the youthful period of life, 
surrounded with the blandishments of e and 
the allurements of ambition. | 

The morning being wet, damped the ardor of our 
company for the proposed excursion to Llan Egwest, 
and Ninas Bran, Setting out alone, a walk of 
about a. mile up an ascent, brought me to the 
foot of a hill of conical shape, rising suddenly on all 
sides from its base; on the summit of which stands 
the celebrated castle of 


sn 


The fragments of this ancient building rising in 
the clouds at a distance, are a sufficient guide to it. 
The thick misty rain that had fallen, rendered the 
ground very slippery; which increased the difficulty 
of climbing this otherwise arduous acelivity. But 
seized with the enthusiasm of an antiquary, and 
burning with ardor to survey the spot where Free- 
dom's Chieftain sat in proud security, amidst op- 
pression s storms, I resolved upon the ascent, and 
at length overcoming every difficulty, your” the 
mountain's brow, 


dred and forty; the walls exceeding thick, and 
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The building, which occupies the whole of the 
summit, save a narrow esplanade at the top of the 
front escarpement, is not large. Two wells and a 
chapel, beside other apartments, were contained 
within it. The materials are the shistose stone of 
the neighbourhood. The form is oblong ; length 
two hundred and ninety feet ; and breadth one hun- 


those at present standing, from ten to eighteen feet 


high. The side least steep was defended by deep 


trenches cut through the solid rock. From the 
breaches made in the walls, this fortress must have 
been exceedingly strong; and from its inaccessible 
situation, impregnable to every, assallant but the in- 
vincible one of time. To this the mouldering ruins 
give ample proof of its submission: 


« Beyond the same, and yet on hill full hygh, 

A castle stands, an old and ruynous thing; 

That haughtie house was buylt in Weather's eye, 

A prettie pyle and pleasure for a king ; 

A fort, a strength, a strong and stately hold 

It was, at first; tho” it now is full old 

On rocke alone, full farre from other mount | 

It stands, which showes it was of great account.”*  - 
CHURCHYARD. 


Here might the leaders of the brave, but over- 
powered Britons retreat, when Glory bade them 
quit the field, and wait ſor more auspicious mo- 
ments: here securely hide while the marauding 
enemy burnt their towns, and laid waste their coun- 


r- 
m 
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try, to meditate revenge, and form plans of just? 
retaliation. Prior to the use of cannon, this place. 
could only, be taken by treachery, or starved into- 
zurrender. It was generally supplied with a en 
provisions. 

The English forces chiefly eie of Boronial 
levies ; these temporary troops were only formidable  - 
in campaigns; soon quitting the field, by the te- 
nure of their service, they were ill caleulated for 
blockade. Even a regular siege, if obstinate, gene- 
rally sickened and disheartened the soldiers, and 
obliged their commanders to quit the field; not 
unfrequently in disgrace and inſamy. 

This is doubtless a very ancient, and one of the 
primitive Welch castles; but the period of ĩts erection, 
and by whom erected, are both buried in equal obli- 
vion. It is said, but upon no authority, to have 
been built by Brennus, a Gallic general; and hence 
its name. Camden derives it from bryn, a Britigh; 
word for hill; and dinas, a fortified place, i. e. the 
Fortress of the Hill. It is more probably derived 
(as Lloyd observes) from the mountain stream that 
flows near it, called Bran ar Crow, from the colour 
of its waters, imitating. the feathers of the bird; and 
it is called Crow Castle by the people. It was the 
seat of the ancient lords. of Jal or Yale, and proba- 
bly built by one of them. In 1257, it afforded an 
asylum, from the fury of his justly enraged coun- 
trymen, to Gryffydd ap Madoc, who basely sided 
with Henry H, and betrayed his country. On his 
death, the guardianship of his children vested in the 
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Crown, by feodal custom. The eldest the King com- 
mittedd to the eustody of John, Earl Warren; and the 
second to Roger Mortimer. The guardians well under- 
stood the nature of their charge, and faithfully executed 
their private instruetions. They procured the assas-. 
sination of the children, and took possession of the 
estates. But Warren, struek with remorse at the 
foul murder of his innocent ward, spared the third 
son, who must also have been committed to his 
care ; and afterwards procured for him, by a grant 
from Edward I, that part of Yale, strictly the Lord- 
Ship of Dinas Bran. Whether the grant was only 
for his life, or he had no issue, does not appear. It 
| afterwards was possessed by the Warren family, 
whence it passed by marriage to the Fitzalans, Earls 
of Arundel, and followed the succession of the 
Lordship of Yale. It at present forms part of the 
extensive een of the Miss Middleton of 
Chirk. 

In 1390, a celebrated beauty resided deed" 
descendant from the princely house of Powis, named 
Myfanwy Fechan, she won the heart of a celebrated 
| Bard, Howel Lygliw, who addressed her in a beau- 
tifu} ode, preserved in Jones's collection; she is the 
subject of an amiable digression for the poetica 
nuttorens of n Vale; ; 


Mid the gay towers on deep Din Branny's cone, 
Her Howel's breast the fair Myfanwy fires ; 
O barp of Cambria, never F hast thou known, 
Notes more mellifluent, floating o'er the wires; 
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Than when thy Bard this brighter Laura sung - 
And with his OY c tf echq rung.” 


An RD. 


* 


The time, of its We 5 mailed | is ov 
Leland, deseribing it as a place of great strength, 
says it was in ruins in his tirhe ; and relates a story 
of an eagle that built annually f in the neighbouring 
rocks; and that a person used to be lowered down 
in a baſket to take the young, who was obliged to 
have another baſket over his head to save him from 
the fury of the old bird. Vol. V. p. 53. 

Looking round upon this demolished castle, once 
the seat of royalty and power; its walls, kome'in 
mouldering heaps, and others kept together by the 
fibres of the clinging 1 Ivy 3 with the doleful plants 
SAMBUCUS EBULUS, SoRBus HYBRIDA, and Crrcma 
LUTETIANA, the inhabitants of waste places; in great 
luxuriance; my mind was naturally filled with melan- 
choly reflections, and the descriptive _ of hog 
came ane to my een 2 


— Ancient towers crown his brow, 
That cast an awful look below; 

Whose ragged walls the ivy creeps, 57 rata 
And with her arms from falling keefss FR 
So both a safety from the wind, 8 | 
On mutual dependance find, _ 

Tis now the ravens' black abode j 

Tis now the apartment of the toad ; 

And there the fox securely feeds, {23-1 22 
And there the poisonous adder breeds, + 
Conceal'd in ruin, moss, and weeds ; 4 


+ 818 ©. TOUR THROUGH NORTH: WALES, 


While ever and anon, there falls 2015985 Þ At 
Huge heaps of hoary mouldered walls. ruins 
Yet Time has scen, that lifts the low, | 
And level lays the lofty brow, 
Has seen this broken pile complete, 6 
Big with the vanity of mate; [ 
But transient is the stile of Fite! 
A little rule, a little sway, 
A un- beam in a winter's day, 
Is all the proud and mighty have, 
Betwixt the cradle and the grave.” 


Passing the foot of Fron Fawr, another cone- 
'  ghaped hill, and crossing the Brin in the Vale of 
Egwist, stands the Pillar of Eliseg. It is a round 
column, originally twelve ſeet high; an improve- 
ment perhaps of the Meini Hirion; and which sue- 
ceeded them as a monumental emblem of the dead. 
| The inscription is now illegible, but was copied by 
Lloyd; and informs us, that it was erected about 
the end of the 7th, or beginning of the 8th century, 
by Cancenn ; sacred to the monary of his great- 
grand-father Eliseg. 

It stands upon a pedestal, five feet diameter and 
eighteen inches thick; the length of the remaining 
shaft is six feet eight inches; of the capital eighteen 
inches. Folly and superstition in former times 

f might have paid religious honours to this pillar, a 
a Cross; and the ignorance and ſanaticism of later 
times, ſor the same reason, laid violent hands upon 
it, and mutilated this e monument of anti- 


quity. - 
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At a mal distance dowin the Stream stands the 


ruins of 
VALLE CRUCIS ABBEY. 


This was a house of Cistercians, feanded A. D. 
1200, by Madoc ap Gryffydd Maelar, Lord of 
Dinas Brän, who was buried here; as was also his 
son, Gryffydd ap Madoc, 1278;—#id. Powel, 279. 

Intended as'a burial place for the family, it can 
be no matter of surprise, that so quiet and recluse a 
situation was chosen, in preference to one in a more 
exposed part of the country, and on the banks of the 
boisterous Dee. The monks, who had nothing to 
do in the choice of a scite, might certainly with 
greater abstraction and less interruption spend their 
time in silent meditation and prayer, ſor the soul of 
the founder ; which these ecclesiastics . were espe- 
cially bound t6 do; and for which purpose the build- 
ing was erected. Its endowments were- increased 
by numerous benefactors, and at the Dissolution, 
according to Speed, amounted to 2141. 38. 5d. 


The time of its erection was nearly the commence- 


ment of monastic institutions in Wales. For after 


the destruction of that of Bangor Iscoed, the first we 
read of was that of Tygwyn, built A. D. 1146, 
* After which (says Powel, 221) they mightily in- 


ereased and spread over all the country. And now 


the ſountain- head began to be corrupted, for the 

clergy maintained a doctrine which their ancestors 

abhorred ; as may. be easily gathered from that 

worthy divine, Ambrosius Telesmus, who flourished 
6 | 
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A. D. 540, when the Christian faith, (which we 6 
pose delivered at the Island of Afalan, by Joseph of 
Arimathea,) flowed in this land in a pure and un- 
corrupted stream, before it was infected and polluted 
by that proud' and blood-thirsty monk; Aupustime,” 
From hence it appears, that the-churches in this part 
of Britain long resisted the innovations of the 
Church of Rome; and the monastic life was held in 
disrepute for centuries, after it was popular in Eng. 
land. What tends to confirm Powel's remark is, 
that the greater part of the religious houses through 
Wales were Cistercians ; a division of the extensive 
order of St. Benoit, or Benedict, which had just 
sprung up, and was the ſachionable W order 
of the day.“ | 

The ruins of the church and part of the; abbey 
still remain. The church was built cruciform, in 
'seyeral styles of architecture; and furnishes a speci- 
men of the ornamental Gothic of the 13th century, 
A few of the arches are pure Gothic, but those which 
support the tower, and several of the doors are 


Every thing with which man has to do, degenerates in time, 
the order of Benedictines became regardless of the excellent inati- 
tutions of their pious founder, Robert, Abbot of Molines, per- 
ceiving this, took with him twenty-one of the most religious of 
his monks to Cisteux, near Langres in Bargundy; where heerected 
| a new abbey, which he called Cistercium, and his companions Cls- 
tercians: The first abbey of this order here, was founded at 
Rival in Vorkshire, about the year 1131, by Walter N l. 
cording to this distich: 


Anglia millesimo centes. anno quoque et uno, 
Christi et trices imo, micuit Cistercius ordo.“ 
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mixed and ornamental. - The East end is in the most 
ancient style, where the windows consist of long 
narrow slips, sharply pointed. at top. Ibe West 
end has à large window with three lancets;- and 
under, an arched door-way. Above is a small mari: 
gold . window, ef an elegant fret-work, with this 
inscription—A.-D. AD A M. D. M. S. fecit. hoe 
opus. Pace ' beata. quiessat. Amen : and under, the 
mutilated date, M. D. This unknown person 
probably repaired, or rebuilt this end, the beginning 
of the 16th century. e The pilasters that support the 
internal arehes end in-capitals of elegant foliage ; 
and the mouldings of the arches are highly orna- 
mental. In the North transept is a chapel, with 
two arches, and near 1 it a double bentier, or vessel 


for holy water. 
Adjoining the church is the abbey. 


The abbot's | 


apartment was contiguous to the. church, wich a 


small opening into it, whence he might, if indis- 
posed; hear the service of the church performed 
from bis. chamber A similur accommodstion be- 
longs to the r e at 50 dener 
Oxford. 

The front of the abbey was noble in its appearance. 
A large window, highly ornamented- with stane 
ground, is still visible, with three dong lancets ; 
and over them two others; with remarkable pilastera 
dropping from, them. Within are the marke where 
tood a small narrow stair-case. - The cloister is 
raulted, and supported by rows of low pillars 3 no 

Y X 
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divided into apartments, which are appropriated for: 
cattle ; a farmer occupying part of it as a dwelling 
house. A number of ash-trees have taken root in 
the area, and spread their heads high above its 
mouldering walls. This is said to have been the 
first religious house in Wales that was dissolved. It 
remained in the Crown till the time of James the 
First, who granted it to Edward . uin 
oreated Lord Wotton. e fettem 


4 Say ivy'd Valle-Crucis, tie- decay d, 
Dim on the bank of Deva's wand ring flood, + 
; Your riv' d- arch glimm' ring thro the tangled e, 
Your grey hills low 'ring o'er yon night of shade; 
Deep in the vale's recesses do you stand, 
Aud, desolately 7 the A Sigh command. 
| SewazD. 


The situation of Valle-Crucis is Abbey, i in this re- 
cluse vale, surrounded by lofty hills, and secluded 
from the world's rude gaze by thick woods, pecu- 
liarly fitted it for meditation and prayer; and it 
r truly one of those seats 


n Where ent Deyation did delight to dwell,” <a 


100 the deep repose of this secluded ave ck * 
sound was to be heard that could disturb the solem- 
nity such scenes were calculated to inspire. The 
mouldering walls, loudly bespeaking the frailty of 
all earthly things, and the sun bursting from behind 
a cloud and peeping through the time- worn crevices 
of the building, threw a tint of melancholy light; 


d it 
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and the consideration, that it was holy ground, all 
tended to heighten the energy of thought. And who. 
is there, endued with a mind to think and a heart 


to feel, that could thoughtless pass over ruins crum- 


bling beneath his feet? Who, that ever knew what 


sympathy meant, could pass by places that have 


figured in the page of history, without furrishing 
his tribute to fallen greatness? Who, that ever ſelt 
a spark of devotion, could irreverently tread upon 
ground . consecrated to religion, and Jook indiffe- 
rently upon walls, erected for the service of the 
Deity ? If there be such a man, I renounce all con- 
nection, L scorn the most distant communication, 


with him! He is the vile, the sordid slave of earth; 


and is destitute of every ingredient that enters into 
the composition of humanity |! | | 

But what is it gives rise to these sensations I feel? 
Is it the building? The mossy walls, the pointed 
arch, the ponderous colutnns, the figured niche, the 
dim recess, the prospective glootn of the long- drawn 


ailes and fretted vaults? No! These, unconnected 


with the lapse of ages, produce no such powerful 
effects. Is it the recollection af the pomp and 
grandeur of the ' Catholic worship, onee performed 
within the 8acred walls? its music, torches, tapers, 
masses, processions, vesper and matin rites? No! 
These to the rational Christian must excite a smile, 
and pity for the spirit that produced them; save as 
they were connected with the important truths of 
Religion. Yes! yes! it is this lies at the bottom of 


all the solemn veneration I feel! R gives me 


Ti 
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the hesitating step. This excites the strong emo- 
tions of awe l This absorbs my- attention, and lifts 
my heart towards Heavenl! Thert is 

immortal within us, that, when subjects like these are 
discussed, or presented to our view by memory and 
reflection, demonstrates our connection with the 
invisible world. For what purpose were these walls 
erected ? For what endowed with such a profusion 
of wealth? What these sacred altars? What these 
hallowed 8brines ? Where are the original inhabi- 
tants? Where the series of successive generations? 


Whither are they gone? What is their employ. 


ment? What their pursuit? Are they still exercised 
with anxieties and cares; still the subjeets of aſſſio- 
tion and pain; still obnoxious to disease and death? 
Or, are they exempt from all these; and, having put 
off the body, put off every thing mortal with it? 
And, as they taught, entered on a land of perfect 
happiness, breathing ætherial air, sunshine without a 
cloud, and everlasting joy beaming upon their / 
heads? Doubtless some of them are! Then what 
am I? What is my pursuit? Whither does it tend? 
Alas! said I, the age of superstition is gone; but is 
not the age of religion gone with it? Revert, ye 
halcyon days, when to be religious was to be fashion · 
able ! When to be devout was considered rational; 


and when a life of religious instruction, and devoted 


ness to Gop, was esteemed the highest of all gublu+ 

nary employments ! Riveted in the most. profound 

reflection, I seemed to have strengthened my con- 

nection with the spiritual world, nay almost border - 
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ing upon it ; every thing around me! conspired to 
cherish the pleasing idea, and it was nat till the 
importunate demands of hunger reminded. me of 


my mortality, that I could be induced to ſbrego it. 
With reluctance I left the solemn scene, and, re- 


tracing my ſteps, NOT company at the Hands, 


or Union Ian. 
We met with excellent nen be the 


charges extravagantly high, This did not appear 


unreasohable, when we earned that mutton was 6d. 


per pound, beef gd. veal gd, obickens 36. and 3s. 6d. 
per couple, and eyery other article proportionally 
dear and that provisions of. all kinds could be pro- 
cured cheaper from Shrewsbury, a distance of thirty 
miles, including carriage and oommission. . The 
cause is obvious. The Salopian butchers drain the 
country of the fat, and the graziers buy up all the 
lean, cattle, to feed on their rich pastures for the 
London markets. The large purchases they make 
produce a partial scarcity ; this prevents a regular 
supply, which always enhances the prioe to the con- 
sumer. Persons, therefore, desirous of living in 
Wales, from the idea of its being a cheap country, 
in which they may retrench, myst go where the art 
and the avarice of the English traders have not ex 
tended their influence; where the market furnishes | 
a supply equal to the daand; and where the pro- 
duce and the consumption of the country recipfo- 
cally alternate together, "They must admire the 
wilds of Merioneth more thin, the beauties, of Den- 
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bigh ; and rather fix their residence on the bank of 
the humble Dyfi than of the boisterous Dee. 

A few miles from Llangollen we met with 5 
ſamous * between A N aud Lanes: 3 


called | Ft - 


"CLAWDD, . Oo iÞ $1 


The TH of Mercia, one of * the Saxon Hep- 
tarchy, including the Cornavii, Corutani, Dobuni, 
and Catnellani, bordered on Wales. The Welsh 
frequently made inroads upon the Saxons, Offa en- 
tered into a league with several other Sakon Princes, 
passed the Severn with” a* numerous army, drove 
them to the mountains with great slaughter, and 
took possession of the flat country west of the Severn. 


In consequence of which the seat of the Princes of 


Powis was removed from Pengwern, (Shrewsbury) 
to Mathraval. Sensible of- the great evil of these 
continual inroads, Offa, to mark the confines of each 
country, or to give the greater security to his own, 
caused a deep dyke and rampart of earth to be 
made,* which extended a hundred miles over rocks 
and mountains, and across deep vallies and rivers, 
from the Clwyddian hills to the mouth of the Wye. 
It may be traced at Brachy-hill and Lanterden in 
Herefordshire, and is continued northward from 
Rnighion in Radnonshire, over a part of Shrop- 


A, D. 776. - 1 ' Wl. . 

+ There are marks of small artificial mounts at certain distances 
along the course, which were propably the zeiten of forts, wii! it 
was considered as a bouhdary. | 
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«hire ; enters Montgomeryshire between Bishop's 
Castle ahU:Newtown ; passes over Mynydd Digoll, 
through Liner- park, to the Severn, at Ruttington, 
just below the conflux of the Bele and the Severn; 
it appears again passing by the churches of Llandy- 
silio and Llanymynech, over the horse · cdurse above 

Oswestry ; whence it deseends to the Ceiriog, near 
Chirk; crosses the Dee, and the Rhiabon road, near 
Plas Madoc; and forms part of the turnpike road from 
Wrexham to Pentre Bychan; leaves Minera on the 
left, - crowes - Cegsdog river; and at à ſarm near 
Treyddm chapel, in the paris of Mold, Flintshire, 
ceases to be visible. This great work still retains 
the name of Offa's Dyke, and is an evidence of the 
ignorance and barbarism of the age; having. been 
raised with immense labour; but directed to no 
important use, at least as a line of deſence between 


two hostile nations. As a mark of the boundaries, 


it answered no beneficial purpose; and Offa only 
betrayed his ĩgnorance, hen he supposed this pro- 
hibitory line would restrain the incursions of the 
Welsb. They smiled at his folly, despised his toils, 
and irresistibly carried their, ravages far and wide on 
the English marches, 80 formidable were they for 
a long season, that a sdnguinary, law was made by 
the victorious Harold, that any Welshman who was 
found on the eastern side of Offas Dyke should 
have his right hand cut off, Nie Speed's Chron. 401. 

I have been thus particular respecting this celebrated 
boundary, because most authors have mistaken the 
line, and confounded it with another, but similar dyke, 


328 TOUR \'FHROVGH NORTH WALES, 


equal in depth, but not in extent,“ to that of Off, 
called Nas Dyke: It attends it at une qual distances 
from five hundred yards to three miles or more, till 
the former disappears. Even Camden desoribes part 
of one and part of the other, for Clawdd Offa.— 
Vid Fol: II. p. 698: Both are accurately delineated sum. 
on Mr. Evans's map of North Wales. I am at a los Chai 
to conjecture for what purpose Wat's was made, 
unless, as the foss of the other was on the pide of 
Wales, the Welsh might have used it as an entrenchs 1 
ment; and the English or Danes might have formed mor 
the other as a counter e. Old nm calle 
notices the distinction: „ 26 e 22-0 | 


« Within two miles there i is a famous =— I 
| Cal'de Offaes Dyke, that reacheth farre in lengt 
All kind of ware [people] might thither bring, ' 


Tt was ſiee round and cal de the Britaines Strength, | old 
War Dyte, like wise, about the same was set, 4 dlet 
Between which two, both Dabes and Britaihes met, Mis 
And trhſpcke still; hut passing - boundes by sleight,, den 
Wann the other prig'ner e Ty. 7 
This is <nvthet inducement to think that Wat $ 0 
fou1 

Dyke was made by the Danes; that in time of peace Ka. 


the inhabitants might be permitted to barter their 
respective commodities for mutual benefit ; and the 
space between the two dykes be considered as neutral 
ground, like the frontier fortified towns on the banks 
of the Rhine. 


1 h 0 y cis ebvetab e at Maebury, near Oꝛwestry, and ends 
ut the Lee, near Batingwerk, 
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An infringement of the laws. of hospitality on the 
part of the Welsh, it is said, led to the aanguinary 
statute of Harold; and the Welsh prohibited in 
future the privilege of putting a foot beyond Clawdd 
Offa. On the right of the village of Chirk, on the 
summit of a lofty hill, projecting from the . 
Chain, stands | | 


CHIRK CASTLE, 


The present edifice stands upon the seite of one 
more ancient, belonging to the Lords of Dinas Bran, 
called Castell Crogen. It was built by Roger Mor- 
timer,“ who seized upon Chirk and Nanheadwy, as 
Warren did upon Bramfield and Yale, By purchase 
it went to the Fitz-Alans, by marriage to the Mo- 
brays ; and, after seeing a number of owners, it was 
sold by the son of Lord Bletso'to Sir Thomas Myd- 
dleton, in whose family it still continues. The two 
Miss Myddletons inheriting, as coparceners, on hs 
demise of their late brother. 

The castle is square, having two courts 9000 a. _ | 
nificent gateway, strengthened at the corners with 
four round bastions, ending. in small turrets. The 
entrance is between two round towers, Fs 2 ad 


2 a hate to deat ee ton, « that 


it was begun 1011, and finished 1013. The repair of the wing, 


destroyed in Cromwell's time, cost 28,0001. ; the front is 250 feet 
long; the court 16; by 100; and five round towers, 50 feet diame. 
ter; Adam's Tower, 80 feet high ; the wall near the dungeon 
Oy 1 Rai g e a the cattle nas 
high, ” * N | | , 
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narrow arch, not exactly in the centre of the front; 
and a pair of gates of exquisite beauty, wrought'in 
80 rich a style as to be considered a wonder of Wales. 
The first appearance is grand, but on a nearer view 
the building is heavy. Among the chief rooms are 
a very large saloon, handsome drawing-room, and a 
picture-gallery, -abounding with scarce and valuable 
portraits, one hundred feet by twenty-two, with a 
variety of other handsome apartments; but all are 
dull, owing to the windows principally looking to- 
wards the areas of the castle. Part of it was demo- 
lished during the civil wars. Sir Thomas was long a 
strenuous advocate of the Parliamentarian side of 
the question, and a very successful officer in that 
cause. But, towards the decline of life, like many 


more embarked in the same unconstitutional busi- 


ness, perceived that he had been spilling the blood 
of his countrymen to establish the power of a faction, 
whose tyranny was far worse than that which he rose 


in arms to oppose. He now, but too late, enden- 


voured to make restitution, and, in conjunction with 


Sir George Booth, endeavoured to restore the ancient 


constitution and laws. But the ſorces under Sit 
George were quickly defeated by the active and 
vigilant Lambert. Sir Thomas took reſuge in his 
castle of Chirk, were Lambert pursned him; and, 
after a few days' 8hew of defence, he was constrained 


to surrender at digcretion, One side, and three 


towers, which Lambert destroyed, Sir Thomas after- 
ward rebuilt in one year. The damage occasioned 
by the civil wars was estimated at 80,0001, On the 
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Restoration, Sir Thomas was offered a coronet for his 
zervices and his sufferings, Which he refused. This 
venerable pile, though its history is not so interest- 
mg as many other castles, yet, when we take into 
the consideration, that it has withstood the storms of 
warfare and of time, for five centuries, has much 
to boast of; and is, perhaps, the most perfect castel- 
lated mansion of its age in the kingdom. 

The park is very extensive, reaching to the foot of 
the Berwyn mountains; and covered in places with 
loſty forest trees. The pleasure-grounds are well 
laid out, and the different plantations disposed with 
great taste. But what arrests the attention of the 
traveller is the incomparable and almost incon- 
ceivable view ſrom the elevation near the house. It 
is impossible to imagine any thing more extensively 
grand ; gevenfeen counties, as u natural map, spread 
their varied beauties before the eye of the spectator. 
Towards England, the plain and town of Shrews- 
bury, its towers and spires; the range of table land, 
called the Clay Hills, extending towards the Malvern 
Hills, in Worcestershire; the solitary Wrekin ; the 
bigh lud that bounds the Vale Royal of Chester: 
towards” Wales, Llangollen Vale, Castell ' Dinas 
Bran, and the boisterous Dee ; the range of moun- 
tains dividitig- the counties of Merioneth and Mont- 
gomery, the/'C|wyddian bills, and the Snowdon 
Chain; wit mountains appearing piled upon moun- 1 
tains; till height and distance give them the em- 
blanct of the neighbouring clouds, Indeed, nothing 
can exceed the vuriety and extent of scenery disco- 
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verable from. this enviable pot. Chirk is also famed 
in history as being the residence of a Lord Marcher; 
and as'this is little understood, I will furnish you 


with a few hints relative to the subject, and should 
| be happy if I could gee a good bistory of, W 16 


Lonps Mancunns, ain ung 


It has long been a aueation of difficulty a ha 
peculiar Seignories and. distinct Juradiotings, took 
their rise. gd 

During the time of the bunten we * node 
thass. The Severn was considered the ancient houn- 
dary between Wales and England till the time of 
Offa: what was conquered by that monarch, on the 
western side, was annexed to his kingdom of '\Mer« 
cia; and, as a portion ,of the. kingdom, of England; 
came into the possession of Alfred the Great, When 
he divided the kingdom into shires or counties, be 
made part of the country, west of the Seyern, 3 
county of itself, by the name of Hereford ; and the 
residue he added to the eastern side, for those of 
Worcesler and Salop. Though some of the lands 
were granted to the Saxon nobility, who built castles 
for their defence, yet they were not considered | as 
Sole guardians of the Marches, The crown was oblis 
ged to guarantee their new possessions, and the towns 
of Chester, Shrewsbury, Worcester, and, Gloucester, 
were fortified, and kept in a state of defence, to repel 
the incursions of the Welsh. It seems to be a ne- 
cessary distinction, that as much of Wales as, was 
obtuined prior to the Norman Conquest, the Saxon 


* 7 
* 
6 ' 
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Princes obtained at their own charge, and for their 
own use ; their subjects not being suffered to inter“ 
meddle in the affair. The word marches signifies 
the limits between the Welsh and English; and, 
as the country west of the Severn was put under the 
protection of the lords of these places, 80 fur they 
might be considered lords protectors. of the marches. 
But it was not till by grants ſrom the crown they 
obtained a right of conquest, and were invested with 
certain palatine jurisdictions and baronial privileges 
from tenure-and creation, that they were entitled to 
the appellation of Barones Marchie,* or Lords Mar. 
chers. They were considered, from their importance, 
superior to other barons, and, from the red book in 
the Exchequer, it appears that they were zummon- 
ed to attend the coronation of Queen Eleanor, con- 
sort of Henry IIId, by the style and title of Mr. 
chiones Marchize Wathe, or Marquises of the Welsn 
Marches. This was the origin of the noble title of 
Marquis (Vid. Blackstone, Vol. I. dv 598.) next in 
honour to a duke. 
The Welsh considere int as an indepen- 
dent nation, and had uniformly reſused submission 
to the crown of England. The irwüsion of England 
by the Normans they looked upon as a contest be⸗ 
tween two foreign nations, in which; us they had no 
* they bad no right to interfere. 


* Lo 
* (1p gory ! | „ 


* Thiy were Baron in the true import of the word, aceording 
to the definition of the Civilians, 5 Merum mirramque 5 mperium 


in allquo c caztro oppidore. conceuione P rincipi off n db 
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William, and his successors, conceiving chat 
right of conquest, in one instance, conferred on them 
a title to possession in the other, levied ſoroes and 
waged war upon the borders of Wales; but, aſter 
several attempts to crush them, from the natute of 
the country and the military prowess of the inhabj- 
tants, proving unsuccessful, William, in the true 

- Spirit of Machiavelian policy, divide & impera, 
adopted a new mode of .warfare ; he issued grants 
to certain favourites of all the lands they should be 
able to conquer from the Welsh ;* invitations were, 
at the same time, sent to the Welsh, possessing 
seignories on the borders, with ample promises an- 
nexed, and a reservation of all their rights and privi- 
leges, ſor the simple acknowledgment that they were 
dependent upon the crown of England. Little, 
however, was done during the reign of William his 
attention was taken up too much with the refractary 
Spirit of his new subjects and the revolt in Nor- 
mandy, to attend to the subjugation of Wales. Wil- 
liam, Rufus, in quiet possession of the throne,” and 
endued with mare ambition than courage, turned his 
attention to hig father's plan; his views were se- 
conded by two traitors, Jestyn ap Gwrgaint, Lord of 
Glamorgan, and Eineon, a rebellious chieftain of Ca- 
ermarthen. The wickedness of these men, coinciding 


1. 10 ( LL OST 2 57 
®* This measure, though originating in a wise policy, was ground- 
ed on the absurd idea of forfeiture, because the Welsh, in a more 
prosperous state of their affairs, had refuged that allegiance which 
had been vajustly extorted from them by force, and to which, 
** existing circumstances, they had reluctantly submitied. 


possession of his new conquest, with the 
viso, that he should hold the same as a fi the . 


issued gut, 
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with the views of Rufus, infuged a deadly poison into 
the bosom of their country. Jestyn agreed to re- 


ceive the Normans into his territory if they would 


assist in extirpating bis great enemy, Rhys ap 


Tewdwr, Prince of South Waley The Normans, | 


under their leader Fitzhamon, executed the task; 


but, while Jestyn and Eineon were disputing about 


their respective shares in the recovered territory, 
Fitzhamon seized the opportunity, and possessed 


himself of the principal part of Glamorganshire, leav- ; 


ing only the rough and barren mountains to the con- 
tending parties. The lands he parcelled out among 
the twelve knights that accompanied him in the ex- 
pedition, by a feodal tenure, the right of which he 
vested in himself. The king confirmed bim in the 
le pro- 


empire. A way was now opened for further sei- 


zures. The fortunate i issue of this adventure roused 


a spirit of enterprise among the Norman "obility. 
The king: did not fail to cateh hold of the ambition 
and covetousness of his subjects; he laid before 
them the strongest allurements, and influenced them 
by the strongest incitements.to human actions, 1e 
prospects of inierest and power, | 

Several barons and others, consulting the wishes 
of the monarch, petitioned. the crown for leave to 
do bomage and declare their. fealty for any conquests 
they might make; divers grants were | accordingly 
conferring upon them all the lands they 


abould thus obtain from the Melsh, with the reser- 
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vation, that they should bold such lands in ned 
the king. = 

In the commencement, the any qualification for 
a Lord Marcher seems to have been a disposition for 
conquest, and the only restriction thea bove tenure; 
but, although conquest was the general principle in 
which this dignity originated, yet, in a few instances, 


we find a different ground for this distinction. Gryf. 


fydd, Prince of Powis, finding his situation perilous, 
from the meditated conquest of Wales, and actuated 
by motives of fear and discretion, submitted himself, 
with his dependent lords, to Henry I. agreeing to 
hold his possessions under him, paying the same obe- 
dience and fealty as the Lords of the Marches, . 

In like manner the territory of Mowddy became 
a fief of the crown. 

The lordships of Bramfield and Yale, with Obirk 
and Nanthendwy, as appendages of the lordship pa- 
ramount of Dinas Bran, became the Pm of 
English Lords Marchers as follows: 

Emma, relict of Gryffydd ap Madoc, ban 100 
with several sons, and not agreeing with her hus- 
band's relations respecting their education, being 
the daughter of an English nobleman, and prejudiced 
in favour of the English, delivered the two elder to 
the king's custody, under a pretence that they were 
wards of the crown, their ancestors having sworn al- 


legiance to the English monarch. He committed 


Madoc, with his patrimony, to the care of John 
Earl Warren; and Llewelyn, with his patrimony, to 


Rogor Mortimer, as Kal Baron Wigmore-;'he - 


1 


lords 
they 

of th 
giane 


ſormet built the eabtle of 'Hbſt, and ae lattef the“ 
castle of Chirk, which were madethesptentlid'sepule” 
chres of theses unbuppy drpliatis:/ Thus did these 
ſordships differ from some others; but d o¹⁰ie poitit b 
they all agreed they G0 26d were Gblged to bold 
of the Ling in capite. This, and rensuneing alle. ' 
giance to the Princes of Wales; was al that Farms 
quired of the sucereding Lords Marder] 
Thus wete Lords of the Marchers made and estu. 
blichod, possessing, in all cases, an high trek0i” 
Jura & privilegia regalia. oidudl] bas negli to 
A number of new graitinwoin epd uuf weouliy 
from the throne; and a line of offensive posts was S0 0t 
established to harass and ammey the Welsh. Svirth” 
Wales being defeneeless by the death of the brate 
Rhys ap Tewdurʒ favoured the designs of these m. 
tary robbers; among the! ſbremost was Bernard de 
Newmarche, who took possession of the three ca 
treves of Breeknock; Roger de Montgomery next” 
dd homage for Cardigan; and his younger” son, 
Artwlpb, obtained the extensive lordship of Pem- 
broke; The Earl of Shfewwbury did homage also for” 


Powis, and separated the town and adjoining estates 


from that lordship. The Earl of Chester for Engle-' 
field and Rhyvanioc, with the coast from Chester to 
Conway. Ralph Mortimer, for Elvel'; Hugh de 
Lacy, for Enes and Rhos; Eustace Cruor, ſor Mold 
and Hopedale; Fitzalan, for Clun and Oswestry; 
Montalt, for Harwarden-; Dru de Buladan, for Aber“ 
gavenny ; Gilbert, for Monmouth; Fitzwarnor, for 
Whittington ; Roger le Strange, for - Elesmere : 
N 2 
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Martin, for Kemes ; Morris de Londres, for Cyd- 


wely and Cornwallan ; and Roger Mortimer for 


Mochnant, (now G e and nn 


dwyn, &c. &c. 


Thus was * OM atv * the Fat: in- 


vested on every side, and invaded by their inimical 


neighbours ; South Wales was nearly all in posses- 
sion of the English and Normans, and North Wales 


was curtailed and reduced to the island of Anglesea, 


the counties of Caernarvon and Merionetb, and part 


of Cardigan and Denbigh. 


For the better security of a and the go⸗ 
vernment of the people, the new lords erected castles, 


garrisoned them with their own soldiers, and built 
towns in the most fertile parts of the country for their 
English followers. It was in this manner most of 


the castles and towns on the borders of Wales were 


ſounded; this is evident, from the number of the 
one, “ and the ancient chaxters, expressive of immu- 


nities to the burgesses of the other; ſew or none of 


them having purchased these of the crown till many 
years after; and, when that took place, which was 
seldom the case, they were only confirmations. of r. 
leges, granted them by the ſounders. 
Among the castles built about this time, were 


Pembroke, Tenby, and Haverfordwest, by Strong- 


bow and his family ; Newport, by Martin, Lord of 
Cemes; Cydwely, by Londres ; Swansea, Oyster- 
mouth, and Lougher; by. the. Brewises ; roms is 


There were thirty- three in the county of Salop alone, ; and, in 
the line of the Marches, one hundred and forty, 
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also said th Rave built Radnor, Buelt, and Rhuiadr; 
Blaen Llyffucy, by Herbert; Cardiff and Cowbridge, 
by Fitzbamon, and the Earls of Gloucester; Neath, 

by Greenfield; Abergavenny, by Dru de Baladan; 
Ruthin, by Lord Grey; and Denbigh, by the Earl of 
Lincoln. Many of these were fortified places prior 
to the Norman conquest, which, being ' devastated 
by war, or injured by time, were 3 — or re- 
built by the conquering lords. 

The teriure by which these lords held under the 
king was, in case of war, to serve with a certain 
number of vassals; to furnish their castles with strong 
garrisons, with sufficient military implements and 
stores for deſente; and to keep the king's enemies in 
subjection. To enable these lords to perſorm this, they 
were allowed to assume, in their respective territo- 
ries, an abrolute jurisdiction; their power seems to 
have been as arbitrary and despotic, within their se- 
veral seignories, as that by which they were created. 
Various regulations, in divers reigns, were made re- 
specting the nature and extent of their authority; 
and, doubtless, when their assistance was no longer 
wanting, their power was daily abridged and thrown 
into the scale of monarchical aggrandizement. In 
the 24th of Henry VIII, a statute passed, c. g, 
* against killng of young beasts called wainlings,” 
(i. e. calves just weaned.) By this Act a penalty of 
6s. 8d. per beast was imposed on each offender : and 
it was especially provided “ that every Lord Marcher 
should have the forfeitures of every offender within 
their geignories, hberties, and franc hises royal.” — 
2 2 
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Among the various privileges claimed unde title. of 
these franchises royal may be reckoned fines ſor 
non appearance at their courts ; the forſeiture of 
common mainprise, recognizances, mizes; a power 
to hold courts baron and leet, to have waifs and 
'strays, infangtheſe, outſangtheſe, treasure troye, deo. 
dands, goods and chattels of felons, persons cop: 
demned and outlawed ; and also wrerk de mere, 
wharfage and custom of Strangers ; and, by a Stretch 
of privilege, perhaps, they generally seized upon the 
goods and chattels of those who died intestate. 

There is no record to be ſound in the tower, or 
elsewhere, of any grant to possess the autbority an- 
nexed to their dignity ; the king's writs, from the 
courts of Westminster, did not extend to, nor were 
they executed, in any part of Wales, except Pem- 
brokeshire, considered as a part of England by the 
title of Little England, beyond. Wales. There: were 
several reasons why the high privileges enjoyed by 
these lords could not be held by charter; when the 
king granted a baron the lands he wight conquer 
from the Welsh, it was not then known what he 
would conquer, or, whether he would eventually 
obtain any. The lords themselyes would not be very 
solicitous to procure such charters, as it sometimes 
happened that the lands they had thus taken posses- 
sion of were restored by treaty, or the Welsh reco- 
vered them by force of arms, and expelled the Mar- 
chers. A still more powerful reason alleged is, h 
the immunities and rights were of 50 high a nature, and 
50 united by law with the crown, that it was not in 
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the power of the ting n Mg é Made Ii It 
was thought advisable, from the urgency of the times, 
to suffer the lords, by: connivanoe, to establish such 
regulations, and exercise such lutborfty as they 
might jud necessary, for the quiet and! peaceable 
govethinieht of the country. These jurisdietions, not 
beg recorded as grünts from the crown, if at any 
tithe guestidned, might be adjudged invalid. 
In ene tharches the Biglish kaus wete chiefly 
admitsiered, and the tenutes for the movt part were 
of the same nature. Some Lords, however, from 
prudential motives] endeavoured to 8oothe the as- 
"big of conquest by permitting the Welsh in- 
bäbitants tb inherit after their ancient custom, 
agtecably to the laws of Howel Dda; with the 
proviso, that nothing should be done contrary to 
the interest of the Lord. Among bther conces- 
sionls, it favour of the customs of former inhabi- 
thts wild thie übe bf Cel Ed, or tte hw which 
madd in egi divtHbution among all the male chil-, | 
dren of the property” of the deceased; and the 
tratsfer of lands by 4 surrender in court, similar to 
our tenure of copyhold of inheritance. 8 
As the mode of corveyatice, as' well as the law of 
successo, was different with the two people in soo 
Lordships, two distinct Courts were established, in 
which rights were discussed according to the customs 
of the two nations: on called liert, and the 
other Englicherie. In à ſew Tordships, the double 
custom prevailed ; where the tenants, being English, 
were allowed the privilege of Gavel-kind; and at 
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the same time transmitted their lands by feoffmenty. 
This was termed, holding by English tenure and Welch, 


dole. In many places, the Eyglisb customs entirely 
prevailed. . The whole jurisprudence within their 
limits depended upon the will of the conquerors,.. 
But it sometimes happens, that the jurisdiction of. 
one Lordship infringed upon the rights of another, 
and disputes arose about the extent of their autho . 
rity. As they were all equal, these disputes could 
not be settled by the means of ordinary justice. 
It was necessary, thereſore, that superior, Courts) 
should be erected, for the purpose of accommodating 
the differences. The Lords Marchers, regularly held 
their Baronial Courts, where the inferior Lords, bo 
held of them, were obliged to attend, The Lords 

of Glamorgan usually kept their Court in the castle 


of Caerdiff, This, by an intimation ſrom the King, | 


was made aleo a Court of Chancery for che marches 
of South Wales. Appeals might be made, both 


ſrom the Lords themselves against others, and also 
from the people against the wrong judgments of the 
Lords, to this, higher Court; and all matters of 
equity were to be decided · in the Chancery Court of 
Glamorgan. A similar Court was erected at Ludlow, 


far the marches of North Wales. In each, a Pres p 


sident and Couneil sat for the regulation of these 
vicegerents ; and to restrain, in some degree, the 
oppressiye hand with which these Lords too fre- 


quent iy tyranniseil over their poor vassals. In the | | 


statutes at large, especially those of Henry VIII. 
much inſormation *r be found relative to the 
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nature ad power of these Courts of” Presidency. 
Amongſt other regulktions in that regt, it was re- 
commended by the King to the Weleh, 0 adopt the 
custom of "other civilized natiotis, in taking one 
family narhe instead of 'the tedious manner of adding 
the name of several generations, by the cbnjunctive 
particle op; and the Courts were requested to mforce 
a rope to the King wiches. fe motive 
assigned was, the facilitating the identification of 
parties in judicial proceedings; but, in | fact, this was a 
scheme of policy to blend tbe Welsh with the Eng- 
lish, by obliging them to drop the names of their 
ancestors who had bled in the cause of liberty, and 
assimilating them in hates 6s well as matiners with 
the conquerors. _ ? 

From the time of the Normans these tenures in- 
creased to the time of Llewelyn, 80 that the 
marches, which at first were no more than a line of 
demarkation between Wales and Englatid, extended 
into the very heart of the country, On the death of 
that prince, in the "eleventh year of Edward the 
First, the necessity and the grants ceaged together; 
and after this . no mote Lords Marebers were 


0 * Though the gente] prople imitate the Eat. yet atill the 
prejudices of the lower classes rivet them to the ancjent manner 
of appellation. By this involute method, the Chriztian name of 
the father is the zurname of the son or daughter, e. f. If a pervon's 
name is Owen David Luke, Owen is his appropriate name, David 
his father's and Luke his grandfather's ; his son would be called 
David Owen; and David Owen's son. William David, &. 

Women, after marriage, retain their maiden names, which occa- 


n to those unacquainted with this peculiarity, * 
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c Thy Welph, suhmitting 10 Edward, he 
| _ the prigcipaligy.jnts his on hand, god copſers 
red it on bis zog Flad, Prins of, Wales 5 of on- 
ee une Vene aſterwardg, made to 
ie Pr fine, dhe Ning aspemhled a Farliament at 
Rhydlan, Gag Vhere Jays. Were enacted. far, the 


a 


goveroment gf the country, acoprding to the. Engligh 


manner. rom this time, no. Lord Marcher could 
ans any prerogative, vot confirmed to, him be- 
fore, without. g special grant ſrom the Crown. Having 
now, effected. that far, which they were created, heir 
_—_ and congequence gradually diminished and 
ecame obsolete. Appeals were censtantly made 
from the Courts of Presidency to the Courts of West- 
minster, From the statute of Wales, 12 Edward I, 
various ſtatutes had been- anacted wich regard to the 
internal polity; every one of which trenched upon the 
power o of the marchers, till the 3Sth of Henry VIII; 
when (by: stat. 34 and 35, H. VIII. c. 20,) the various 
jurigdiczions were abolished, and Wales incorporated 
and finally annexed by, law with England. Baron, 
Hundred, ang County Courts, were established, there 
and a RN appointed tobe holden twice a year in each 
county, by the name of the Great Seſſions of Wales; 
in which " pleas of real and personal actions are 
held with the same form of process as in the Court 
of Compon, Flegs in. Welſiminſter; and , writs, of 
error lie ſrom its judgments (it ning « Court of 
Beco) to che Court of King's Neuch. | 
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were not finally disgolyed till the first year of Wil. 
liam and Mary; which then were considered, as 
the preamble. of the act (Wm. and Mary, 6108. 1, 
c. 27,) sets forth to be an miolerable- burthen to 
the aubject. The original number of these Lords 
was twenty - one; of whom one only, Abergaveniy, 
now remains; who is, in consequence of this high 
descent, the firſt Lord Baron, of the. fan. The 


others are lost, either by falling to the Grown ot 


merging in other offices or titles ; and the jurisdio - 


tion and authority, the signs by which they were 
known, being no more, it js difficult to-disprimingte 


these from other Lordships. They may be known, 
however, by the following inferences: rst. It must 
have been inherited or subdued prior to the death of 
the last Llewelyn, 2d. It must have been held of 
the King in chief, and not of the principality. 
3d. Any suit, that may have arisen about the title, 
must have been pleaded at common law in West- 
minster Hall. 4. All offices of other manors, that 


were held of the King or of the. principality, were 


found. by virtue of writs, out of the King's Exches 
quer of Caernarvon or Cheater, for North- Wales 


and Carmarthen or Cardigan for South-Wales; and 


out of Pembroke for lands in that Earldeml Bat 
the Egcheator of the marches of Wales, in ancient 
time, inquired of the tenure, and found an inquiſition 


past mortem of the Lord by writ out of the Chancery of 


England; and, as these Lordships were not in any 
shire of England, the business of the inquiry, was 
laid on the escheator of the next English county; 
and such escheators had the charge and survey of 
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the Lordships marches; and such escheator was to 
go into any Lordship, and swear an inquest, and find 
an office after the death of the Lord, and i min ww 
the tenure and-value-of the Lordship. © b 
Thus hate I given you a very brief out- line of the 
origin, power, and decline of "Lords Marchers" of 
Wales ; necessary to be known for und | 
an interesting part of Englisb and Welsh history. 
Wboever wishes for further elucidation upon this 
obsolete subject will find much curious information 
in a manuscript now in possession of P. Lloyd 
Fletcher, Esq.“ of Gwernhaeled, nnn un 
this was principally extract. 
Leaving the noble mansion of Chirk, the nn 
genuine hospitality and real elegance, we crossed 
the river Ceriog, a tributary to the Dee, and at pre- 
sent the boundary between England and this part of 
Wales; and, pulling off our hats as a token of re- 
spect, bade a reluctant adieu to the Principality. We 
turned our backs upon a country which had furnished 


us with new scenes at every step; where Nature 


has been lavish with whatever tends to please and 
elevate the mind; where Flora sports in sweet variety, 
and spreads her matchless charms over Alpine heights, 
as well as lowly vales, in rich proſusion. A country 
that was eminently distinguished as the birth- place 
and residence of the children of freedom; who, 


* This gentleman is among the number of those whose virtues 
adorn distinction of rank, To the utmost urbanity of manners, 
Mr. Fletcher adds a liberal hospitality that lays a contrjbution pros 
the mY of every —_— visitor. 
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from their independent spirit and martial prowess, 
for centuries chastised rapacity and injustice, and 
made oppression and tyranny tremble on the Throne, 
The mournful reliques of whose {kill and valour 
farnish the Antiquary with curious objects for re- 
search; and lead the ſeeling mind to admire the 
courage that defended them, to detest the spirit 
tbat caused their erection, and to weep over the lost 
independence of a people, after so many ſtruggles 
for its preservation. A country where a plain, honest, 
hospitable people, uncorrupted by wealth, and not 
enervated by luxury, still keep the noiseless tenour of 
their way; where, calm content and bliss delight to 
dwell. - Thou land of charms farewel | a 463 its 
envied tenatits, nom farewel !' N. ie 
1, ae Y E. 
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| Ix N my f farmer letters i have "ah tly ,adverted to 
the peeuliarities of the people of North- Wales; and 
tome of their, local customs have been noticed. en 
Paspant, The design of the present. 1p,, to, detail A 


T4 Mt 


ſew observations that Fould not 80 yell fall. ip with 
connected narrative. ALU % ng oi „Hab 

. From a variety of causes, t the Welsh hay have changed 
but-Jitye in their persons or manners for centuries ; 
80 that the observations of Gyraldus, in the reign of 
Henry II. (A. D. 1188,) will, in many respects, 
apply to the present inhabitants of North Wales. 


The modern Cambrian has the face rather broad than 


long, the space between the temples wide; the 
cheek- bones prominent; the hair black, and the eyes 
dark ;* these, frequently accompanied with a fair 
skin and roseate bloom in many of the females, 
gives them an air of animated vivacity peculiarly 
pleasing, and may entitle them to be considered as 
beautiful, when its proper concomitant, proportion, 


»The author of a Walk through Wales, when he descrittth 
them as having blue eyes and yellow hair, must have had in view 
the people of the coast of South Wales ; where the mixture of 
Flemmings, Normans, and English, has scarcely left a single trait 
behind of the person or character of the ancient Welsh. 


and breeches for the men; and a lindsey jacket and 
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may be wanting. The men are in general rathes 
below than above the middle staturg. They are 
thickset, with limbs rather small ; and though in- 


stances have sometimes agcurfed - of - prodigians © 


strength, yet, like their ancestors, they are light and 
active, more free than strong; and the modern, Ike 
the ancient Briton, is not very attentive. to ſoad or 
clothing. The latter consists of à flapngl- jacket 


petticoat, with a round felt hat, 'for the- women 3 
while both sexes are seen to climb the creggy: steep 
and trip over the thoray plain naked to the knee: 
But they are not destitute of shoes and stockinge.t 
church; and at the next adjacent, stream they sit 
down on a stone, wash their feet, and put them on. 
Returning, they perform. the same ceremony, and 
lay them up again,“ Their ſood is, equally. cone 
and scanty. Oatmeal-cake or, harley - brend, and 
potatoes; and their drink the. diodgriaſpl. This 
course is sometimes varied by hung-goat,. dried: fighs 
cheese made of goats and sheep's milk, and-buttgy- 
milk, grown acid from keeping... The, cakes, are 
manufactured by the mistress of the, house z' the 
meal is made into paste with, water, n &p 


* When Trevor, Bishop of St. Azaph, gave. Hedry the cage | 
advice, not to provoke the Welsh to insurrection, the Lords gaye 
for answer, ** There could be no fear about such a bare-footed 
rabble.” The king soon found, that it is easier to despise. than-to 


conquer an enemy; ayd what gane rise to the cong n vn what 
rendered them always formiable and frequently victarigpts, , 
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upon the backstone over the fre, to bake. The 


colour raises a dislike, otherwise the taste is not dis- 
agreeable. Wheat flour may be found in some 
houses, but, as yeast is rare, there's is — 
little fermented bread. 

Refinement has not yet deadened the natural 


feelings of the Welsh, nor produced that apathy of 


behaviour which prevails among a more polished 
people. The fondness they evince for their country; 
and tenacious adherence to their native language, is 

not more remarkable than their singular attachment 
for each other. This spirit, which pervades the com- 
munity, in individuals is most eminently displayed. 
Zeal for the welfare of every branch of 'a numerous 
family, which produces reciprocal protection und 
respect between the higher and lower classes, fre- 


quently calls ſorth a spirit into action rarely to be 


met with elsewhere; and has, on some occasions 
been exhibited in a manner, that, to those narrow 
minds which make gef the centre of every ray of 
exertion, would appear extravagance mg n 
Take one illustration. 

In consequence of the poverty of the soil 2210 state 
of husbandry, the harvest is very late; and fre- 
quently, from the uncertain state of the weather, 
a difficulty occurs of procuring the scanty crops upon 
which their existence depends. It oſten happens, 
that the strength of hands is not adequate to the 
labour, and a poor farmer is in danger of being 
ruined. But there is a natural sympathy amongst 
the Welsh, that provides for this adverse circum- 
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ztance.' Sensible of the evil arising from a scanty 
crop badly housed, they form societies of assistance, 
called Cymmorthean Cynhauaf, As soon as one or 
two farmers have finished their own, or what portion 
is ready, they immediately repair, with their servants 
and horses, to assist their backward neighbour, This 
they do without any other fee or reward than their 
maintenance, and the consciousness that arises from 
the performance of an act of brotherly kindness. 
We have seen numbers engaged in this amiable 
occupation, and the pleasure they felt might be 
deduced from their clamorous exultation. If the sky 
lowers, and gathering clouds forbode a storm, likely 
to mar their friendly intentions, the noise increases, 
exertion is redoubled, and they seem more anxious 
to secure their neighbour's produce than their own. 
The desirable end accomplished, they return with 
shouting to the house, where, congratulating the 
farmer's good fortune, they express their mutual 
happiness in acts of cheering festivity. | 
It was not till I had witnessed these scenes of phi- 
ladelphic labours, that I fully understood the elegant 
allusion of the prophet, when speaking of the plea- 
sures of the favoured people of Goo: “ They joy 
before thee, OY to the joy in | harvest. * areal 
ix. 3. | 
Nor does this strange patriotism and une | 
affection, this love of their country and their neigh-! | 
bour, exclude the attention to the stranger. That | 
endearing affection, hospitality, that disinterested - 
principle, which makes the wants and the comforts | 
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of others our own; that sparkling gem in the breasts 
plate of humanity, still forms a prominent feature 
in the character of the Welsh. Gyraldus says, hos- 
pitality was so much the babit of this nation, by a 
mutual return of civilities, that it was neither offered 
to or requested by travellers. As soon as they en- 
tered a house, they immediately delivered up their 
arms into the custody of a person in the family:; and 
if they suffered their feet to be washed by a person 
that offered them water for that purpose, they were 
considered as sojourners for the night, The reſusal 
of this civility intimated the desire of a little refresh- 
ment only,” Ingenuous and considerate, the present 
gentry contribute to the comfort and accommoda- 
tion of the stranger; they dispense with a liberal 
hand the. benefits derived from their exalted situa- 
tion; and support the dignity of character derived 
from their princely ancestors, by a pointed attention 
to those who happen to visit in their vicinity. If a 
person travel without recommendation, or has not 
sufficient confidence to make one for himself, he 
may consider the Welsh as averse to strangers. But 
with it, it is only necessary 10 be known, that he ir 
come o survey the beauties of the country, when he 
is conducted to every thing worthy: his observation, 
with the most zealous attention; and with an impres- 
sive welcome, in vain expected in more refined coun - 
tries. Nor is this temper conſined to large mansions, 
supported by extensive domains; it inhabits the 
lowly cottage ; and often in the miserable habitations' 
of penury have I witnessed its fagcinating influence. 
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The North-Wallian peasant will bring out his kttle 
stores, borrow of his neighbours, run with you miles 
to put you in the way; and so far from aſking for 
remuneration, will feel offended if you offer any. 
This blooming evergreen, that cheers the weary 
senses of the forlorn traveller, by the beauty of its 
bloſſoms and the fragrance of its scent, blows |, 
throughout the year; and flourishes amidst the most 
barren rocks, and remotest wilds of Cambria. 

High spirit and military courage are points no less 
legible in their-character : the invincible opposition 
they shewed towards the victorious legions of Rome, 
and the oenturies they supported an unequal contest 
with the English, placed them high on th& annals 
of ſame; and the same courage displayed when 
ciroumstances have called it into action, proves that 
the spirit of the Welsh is not degeneruted; and that - 
on proper occasions they will establish the legitirnacy 
of their descent by national intrepidity. Amid these 
striking colours à ſew shades, too deeply marked, 
deform the national oharacter. 
National i importance and ami distinction tos 
frequently descend into a petty pride, that induces 


the Oambrian to think more highly of himself than 


be ought to think. Pride of Andestry/ was & prin- 
cipal point amongst the ancient Britons; of tvurse 
they were more desirous of noble, than of rich mar- 
riages: 80 deep rooted was chat principle, that 

even che very lowest of the people carefullj pre- 
served the genealogy olf their farnilies ; and were 
able, from memory, not only to recite their im- 
mediate ancestors, but to trace them back through 
numerous generations. 


AA 
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An instance is quoted by Mr. Pennant of the 
pedigree of the clergyman, Mr. Evan Lloyd, who 
accompanied him; and as it is a genuine copy of 
the form of a British pedigree, I sball give it you, 
% Evan ap Edward, ap Richard, ap Edward, ap 
Humphrey, ap Edward, ap Dafydd, ap Robert, ap 
 Howel, ap Dafydd, ap Meirig, Llwyd o Nannan, 
ap Meirig Vychan, ap Ynyr Vychan, ap Ynyr, ap 
Meuric, ap Madog, ap Cadwgan, ap Bleddyn, ap 
Cynvyn Prince of North Wales.” 

This, which arises'from their mountainous situa- 
tion, and living long in the same district, may. be 
placed amongst their hereditary prejudices; and 
might be considered as a venial defect in the national 
character, as only the excess of laudable affection: 
since it may be observed, that he, who is attached 
to high rank, must ſeel some respect for the virtues 
of him who procured | it:; were it not for the spirit 
of contention which it inspires, and the condescen- 
sion to useful imitation which it prevents. 

A too quick sensibility renders the Welsh vighly 
tenacious, and their spirit is prompt to rise on the 
appearance, or even on the slightest apprehension-of 
, insulj. This frequently proceeds from intemperate 
animation to the most violent paroxysms of passion, 


productive of hasty expressions and undue. acts: of 


violence. This spirit, when unrestrained by.whalle- 
some Jaws, was a constant source of massacre and 
slaughter'; as it is now become of assaults and litiga- 
tions. I wish I could thoroughly refute the appellation 
of guarrelsome, that has been frequently ds to 9 
temper of the Welsh. | 
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- Pennant acknowledges that his countrymen were 
in very early times as fierce and as savage as the reſt 
of Europe: and cannot deny, but that * * cle 
were to excess 

ec Jealous in honour; endden ail quick in r quarrel.” 4 
And much of this irritability still exists. 

This irritable disposition is too frequently called 
into action by the influence of Bacehus. Convi- 
viality is apt to lead to habitual intemperance ; and 
this is the fruitful parent of a thouſand other ills : 
it is a vice that benumbs the energies of induſtry, 
foſters the seeds of idleness, and adds disease and 
want to the other calamities attendant upon poverty. 
Among the yeomanry it gives rise to a litigious and 
ruinous spirit, too _ pero by low CY 
and artful knavery: 

A Welshman, if be can find in his 3 
a | Chieftain Bard, or warrior, considers'himself nobly 
born; the least reflection therefore on his family, 
especially over a jug of cwrw, infallibly subjects the 
libeller to a volly of abuse, if not to a direct assault: 


the company, as if all were interested, immediately 


become involved in the contest. From the injuries 
given and received on these occasions, arise a va- 
riety of actions: not unfrequently the attorney of 
the village is present, and then action and cross- 
action are combined to fleece the contending parties. 
Every assizes is burthened with pleas about petty 
rights and petty quarrels, made the subjects of a 
suit; for the Profession let no opportunity ſlip of 


exciting a spirit calculated to increase the contents 
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of their purse. Attornies are contequently nume- 


rous; and it would be a low calculation to put down, 
for the same extent of  pbpulation, three by Wales 
for one in England. 

Frequently may you see the farmers. retutning 
from the Courts of Justice, abusing their ill stars, 
after having spent the annual profits of their farm; 
and sometimes the money that should have been 
reseryed ſor the landlord: and this without the 


smallest prospect of advantage, unless the ruin of 


the adverse party could be considered as such; fully 
convinced of the ſolly of their e but not 80 of 
the Spirit that occasioned it. = 
These shades, however, are not 80 4 0 they 
have been; and they seem to be imperceptibly grow- 
ing lighter every day. It is to be hoped, that 
Religion, which seems daily to extend its benign in- 
fluence, will put a stop to these feculent streams, by 
drying up their source; and, by eradicating the prin- 
eiples of vice, prevent all the consequent misery. 
It is but justice, however, to remark, that murder, 
highway robbery, burglaries, and those greater 
erimes, so frequent in England, are perfect stran- 
gers to the Principality. 

The invidious remark of Johnson, in his Tour 


to the Hebrides, —* That mountaineers are thievich 


because they are poor; and baving neither manuſac- 


tures nor commerce, can grow rich only by theft 


and robbery ;” is confuted by the honesty remark- 
able in North Wales. Locks and bolts to doors are 


for the most part unknown; and where they are, 
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seldom used: and the solitary traveller passes the 
most dismal roads and dreary wilds devoid of fear of 
insult or depredation. Nor are his views rendered 
unseemly, or the country disfigured by gallows and 
gibbet. A positive proof that this people are yet 
uncorrupted by an intercourse with their more opu- 
lent neighbours; and that the greater crimes are the 
offspring of luxury and infidelity. 

Among a variety of Welsh customs, ad in 
courtship, marriage, and at funerals, cannot fail to 
excite attention,  Hymeneal negotiations are lite» 
rally carried on by the Welsh peasantry in bed. The 
young Strephon frequently goes several Welsh miles 
to visit the object of his choice; either to her place 
of servitude, or the residence of her friends. Ihe 
young couple retire to a bed- room, and between the 
blankets converse on those subjects which the: - 
ture of the occasion may suggest. The youth ge _ 
rally goes on a Saturday night, and returns to 
work on the Monday morning. This familiar inter- 
course continues for the space of two or three 
years, and seldom fails to terminate to the honour 
and happiness of the partics. 

This singular custom, which has been compared, 

not very happily, to the American Bundling, is one 
of those that served to mark the original British cha- 


racter; and among many others, remains to distin- 


guish this people to the present day. To those who 
conjecture that every familiarity must be accompa- 
nied by improper ideas, this mode of making love 
must appear highly objectionable ; and those, why 
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consider every custom that differs from their own: 
as founded in barbarism, will be inclined to censure 
it as productive of evil. | 
I was almost illiberal enough to suppose, 80 near 
a contact of the parties, at a time of life when pas- 
sion is seldom subservient to reason, must have a 


dangerous tendency, An attention to facts, how- 
ever, soon corrected this hasty judgment upon what 


has been for ages the custom of a country. Inquir- 


ing of those, who, by long residence, have had op- 
portunity for observation, I found this mode to be 
as innocent as any other: that it is considered so by 
the parties themselves is evident from the ease with 


Wich it is conducted. No awkwardness of guilt 


appears in Strephon's ſtep, nor bluſh of confusion in 
the fair one's cheek.” The parents never refuse to 
acquiesce in it; nor do the moſt fastidious of the 
ex offer a single objection. 
It has been observed, that a custom Gberwies 
perilous, by becoming general, loses much of its 
dangerous tendency; and that, what is considered 
as a matter of course, seldom produces improper 
ideas. The power of habit, sanctioned by popu+ 
lar opinion, may rise superior tq passion; and the 
desire of fame above the charms that inspire it. 
Such, (says an elegant writer,) is the nature of 
1 depravity, that what is common is not es- 
teemed a precious opportunity; what is most diffi- 
cult to attain is thought the most desirable; and 
the fruit of stealth more delicious than that more 
easily and more publicly gained: and privacy be- 
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comes dangerous, not because no eye sees, but be- 
cause to privacy is ever attached the idea of suspicion. 
Aſter all, depravity of conduct is generally the off- 
spring of impurity of ideas; and though the reverse 
is not uniformly the case, yet, for the most part, he 
that thinks no evil, seldom commits any; and where 
simplicity of manners and conduct abound, the 
gartered motto may be more aptly used than on — | 
original occasion, — 

« Hom soit qui mal y pense. 

By this justification of a custom that appears 
strange because it is singular, I do not mean to in- 
sinuate that virtuous love is confined to the moun- 
tains of North Wales; or that degrading conse- 
quences are not sometimes the result of these con- 
gretmus cubiculares ; but this I may assert, that the 
Cambrian fair goes more frequently from the 
chamber of wooing to the altar of Hymen, than 
the more polished females to the East of the Severn. ' 

Marriages, among the Welsb, are no less singular 
than their courtships. There are two kinds of mar- 
riage amongst the Welsh, distinguished under the 
titles of the great and little wedding; the former re- 
sembles the confarreatio, and the latter de usu, among 
the Romans. In the little wedding persons cohabit 
together; and if, after trial, they have reason to be 
satisfied with each other, the friends are invited to 
witness the intentions of the parties; and they are 
after considered as man and wife. If the parties, 
prior to this, are dissatisfied, the woman is dismissed; 
and such repudiation is not consjdered an hindrance 
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to future marriage: but this is chiefly now confined 
to the borders of Cardigan, 


The great wedding is thus conducted * 


two young people have agreed to enter into a state of 
wedlock, a friend undertakes to perſorm the office of 
Gwaladdor, or bidder to the wedding; who goes 
round the neighbourhood. to all persons in nearly 
the same station of liſe. If the wedding is of the 


better sort of people, he carries circular letters; if | 


among the poorer, he does it viva voce. The im- 
port and form of the message is nearly as follows — 


cc SIR, 

My daughter's e is ine 
to be on Saturday, the 14th instant next, at Eglwys 
| Newydd, at which time and place I humbly beg the 
favour of your good company; and what further re» 
membrance you shall be pleased to confer shall be 
grateſully retaliated by me, who am, | 

Sir, &c.“ 


In consequence of this, or a similar invitation, the 


friends and neighbours for a great extent, make a 


point of attending the wedding, laden with pre» 


sents; consisting of money, butter, cheese, &c, &c, 


these are carefully set down by the clerk of the wed - 
ding, opposite to each respective name, which are 


to be paid in the same public manner, and on the 


same occasions, whenever demanded. This custom 
is called Pwrs a Gwregys ; and making the presents 


termed, paying Pwyddion. As an ancient usage, it is 


ir 
gl 
c 
b 
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considered on refusal as recoverable by law ; but a 
sense of the reciprocal duty generally prevents oye 
ing recourse to such a mode of recovery. 

It has sometimes happened, that a species of ma- 


trimonial swindling has been practised ; persons in 


distress have made feigned nuptials, to recall the 
presents they may have made, and obtain those of 
others. 

The day fixed, a few, assembled for the purpose 
at the bridegroom's friends, proceed to the house of 
the intended bride, and demand her in marriage. 
And though the bride, attended by her relatives, has 
been waiting in anxious expectation of the dear sum- 
mons, yet delicacy or custom throws a my 
obstacle in the way to blis - 

The friends of the bridegroom, in rude poetic 
strains, recite the virtues of their hero, and the 
eligibility of the connection; while those of .the 
bride oppose the match in equally cogent argu- 
ments. After this sham contest has continued 
the customary length, the father, or some near re- 


lative, steps ſorward, the bridegroom is introduced, 


the friends are treated; and, aſter a short interview, 
they proceed towards the church. But reluctance 
on the part of the fair is still shewn, who makes fre- 
quent attempts to escape; exhibiting symptoms of 
strong aversion to her change of state, by unmean- 
ing tears and ſorced lamentations. This farce acted, 
sbe at length quietly submits; and the ceremony at 
church performed, they repair to the bouse of the 
bride, and proceed to rolebrate the e in con- 
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tinued mirth and festivity for several days together: 


Sunday only puts a stop to feasting ; when the new 
married couple sit down to receive further Pwyddion, 
and the congratulations of their friends. 


The gifts on this occasion, in the case of poor 


people, sometimes amount to forty or fifty pounds: 
an essential benefit to young persons just setting out 
in life. Till the business of Pwyddion is over, they 
do not appear out, which is generally by the second 
Sunday ; when the friends attend them to church, 


and the marriage is from this period esteemed valid 
and properly Sanctioned. 

This custom undoubtedly originated in the hospita- 
ble and affectionate disposition for which this people 
were for centuries famed. Nor can it be denied, that 
this national dowry must have acted as a strong in- 


ducement to matrimony ; and been highly conducive 
to the strength and population of the country. It 
provided a permanent and never-failing fund for the - 


use of those entering into life ; which encouraged 
them to set out with hope, and called upon their 
resolution to persevere in the same wore and 
industry that produced it. 

We were Sorry to be informed that this liberal 
eustom is growing into disuse ; and that population, 
in this already thinly inhabited country, is likely 
materially to suffer in consequence. 

It might be expected, that those who bad such 
singular customs at the entrance on life, would have 


some peculiarities on the departure out of it. Pre- 


vious to a funeral it is usual for the friends of the de- 
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ceased to meet in the apartment where the corpse is 
placed; some of them, generally the female part, 
kneel round it, and weeping bitterly, lament and. 
bewail the loss of their departed friend. When it 
is brought to the door, one of the relations gives 
bread and cheese and beer over the coffin to some 
poor persons of the same sex, and nearly of the 
same age with the dead, for collecting herbs. and 
flowers to put into the coffin with the body ; some- 
times a loaf, with a piece of money stuck in it, is 
added. This done, all present kneel down, and the 
minister, if present, repeats. the Lord's Prayer. At 
every cross-way they stop, and the same ceremony 
is repeated, till they arrive at the church. Fre- 
quently the intervals are filled up by singing of 
psalms and hymng, which amidst the stillness of 
rural life, and the echo from the bills, produces a 
melancholy effect ; and adds to the sombre xolem- 
nity of the occasion. 

A similar custom prevails in the Highlands, which 
they term Coranich. The bier is always carried by the 
next of kin, and this is considered as the highest mark 
of piety which can be paid to the departed relative. 
This, as we learn from Valerius Max. L. 7, c, 1, 


Metellus, the conqueror of Macedon, was borne to the funeral 
pile by his four sons. As a mark of respect, those who had deserved 
well of the commonwealth were carried by the Magistrates or Se- 
nators ; while persons hated by the people were carried by Vespil. 
lones or Sandapillones, birelings for the purpose. To this custom 
Horace — | 
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was a usage among the Romans. If it happen in a 
morning or evening, the service is read accordingly, : 
After the general thanksgiving, the minister goes 
to the communion-table, where he reads the two 
prayers which are usually, in other places, read at the 
grave; and then concludes with the prayer of St. 


Chrysostom and the Valete Grace. This done, he 


remains at the table till the nearest relation of the 


deceased comes up and deposits an Obituary Offer- 
ing. If it be a person of consequence, the sum is 


a guinea or more; if a farmer or tradesman, a crown; 
if a poor man, six-pence: the next of kin then fol- 
low the example, offering sometimes as much, and 
sometimes less than the first: the rest of the con- 
gregation, who intend to offer silver, follow, when 


| a solemn pause ensues; and the rest of the congre- 


gation offer pence : but pence are never offered at 
genteel funerals: The offerings on these occasions 
frequently amount to eight or ten pounds.“ This 
is certainly a relict of Popery, and was no doubt 
formerly intended as an acknowledgement to tho 


m— — day 
% Unctum oleo "Ds nudis humeris tulit heres.” 
Lib. 2, S. 5. 
= 6 Augustis ejecta cadavera cellis, 
„ Congervus vili portando locubat in arca,” - 
| Lib. 1, 8 8. 


Those of Caernaryon amount to little short of one hundred 
n per annum. 


365 
_ for praying for the welfare of the departed 

ab a composition for a short residence in pur- 
— or perhaps for any failure in the payment of 
tythes and oblations, and is termed Arian Rhiew. 
Though still continued, it is now only considered as 
a small tribute of esteem to the memory of the de- 
ceased, and as a mark A COTE 


clergy. 
This emolument adds to FA comfort of * North 
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Wales clergy ; and it was with conscious pride and 


pleasure, that we found thenf more easy in their eit- 
cumstances, and respectable-in their charactety as 4 


body of men, than those of the southern part of 
the principality. None are admitted into holy orders 


at St. Astaph or Bangor, but such as have graduated 


at Oxford or „ until a regulation 
adopted by the p hy Bishop of Rochester, 
then Bishop of St. Davids, men without talents, edu- 
cation, or character, were usually ordained from 
every petty school in the country. He ordered, that 
in future, none should be admitted in holy orders, 
except such as had spent two or three years at one of 
these five schools; Cowbridge, Caermarthen, Pem- 
broke, Ystradmeyrick, or Brecknock ; and this 
to be immediately preceding the time of offering 
themselves candidates. He also at the same time 
enjoined, that no curate should have less than fifteen 
pounds for serving one church ; thirty for two, &c, 
But it cannot be supposed that parents will send 
their children and be at the expense of an University 
education, to have an income, with labour, of fifteen 


366 - TOUR THROUGH NORTH WALES! 


or at the most, thirty pounds per annum ! ! ! The 
Curacies in North Wales are seldom less than forty 
or fifty. But lest great blame should attach to the 
South Wales beneficed Clergy, it should be remem- 
| bered, that there is a great difference in the wings. 

At the Dissolution, most of those in South Wales 
were good; Henry VIII. therefore distributed them 
amongst his favourites; and they became lay impro- 
priations, with unendoted Vicarages; and had it not 
been for Queen Anne's bounty, half the churches in 
that country would have gone without ministers ; as 
it is, a number of chapels have been suffered to fall 
into a dilapidated state. On the contrary, those of 
North Wales being consid ered as poor at the time, 
escaped the rapacity of Henry; and were suffered 
to remain in the hands of the;Clergy, where, as they 
ought, they continue to oy N. day. 
| Lour's, &c. 

J. E. 
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LETTER XI. 


Dan Sts, 


Tan state of Agriculture is at a very low ebb; it 
appears to have experienced little improvement for 


\ centuries ; and the Welsh farmer has the very first 


prineiples of good husbandry to learn. Attached to 
old customs, and deprived, by bis insolated situation, 
of the stimulus arising from better examples, and still 
more so by the 1 of penury, cultivation makes 
no progression, tation dwindles under the 
band of industry. The distinetions of three, ſour, 
and five-field husbandry, does not obtain. The far- 
mer possesses no systematic knowledge; he. follows 


no determinate plan, considering only the cir- 


cumstances of the day; be plows his land as it ap- 


pears convenient, and throws in his seed as the wea - 
ther furnishes opportunity; the, quantity of acres 
for wheat and barley is more determined by the pre- 
ceding circumstances, than by any other cause. 80 
that from the observations of Gyraldus, it appears 
that agriculture, if it has not for centuries made a 
retrograde motion, bas observed a stationary point. | 
Their usual custom was for oats, to plow the 
land once in March or April: for wheat and rye, 
6 
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they turned it up twice in the summer, and a third 
time in winter, about the geason of threshing. From 
which it appears, that they fallowed for wheat and 
.rye, and found that fresh turned land, and a stiffer 
soil, suited better the mountain oats, a 

This ignorance in the most important concern to 
the welfare of a country may be reſerred to the 
following causes: — Want of fallowing—paring and 
burning neglect of sheep- folding—want of enclosures 
—scarcity of manures, and improper application of 
those they possess—and want of water meadows. _ . 

Fallrxwing may be justly considered, though part“ 
of the modern system, as a proof that huſbandry is 
not far advanced towards perfection; and the time 
will come when this will be as much despised and 
rejected as it has been e d practised. The 
Eastern farmer would smilò at the idea of land 
Standing in need of t; and ask if it was consi- 
dered as endued with animation? Through the po- 
pulous and extensive empire of China no such * 
is heard of. 

It certainly is a serious drawback upon the pto- 
fits of a farm, that one year's rent should be sunk 
every three or four; and may justly be viewed as 
a standing proof, that a knowledge of vegetation and 
the pabula of plants has not yet exceeded a state of 
mediocrity. Still necess:tas non habet Jeges, we must 
apply to practice what knowledge we have; and 
none will be disposed to deny, that three good crop: 
are preferable to four bad ones. But few of the Welsh 
firiners have any idea of fallowi 880 After breaking 


— 
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vp a porthon of grass land, they follow up the Rig 
by sueeeeding crops, till the land, deprived of beart, 
(as they term it,) reſuses to give her wonted assist- 
ance, being drained of every principle favourabls 
to a profitable crop. 
la tnany places this ruinbus scheme is Funde al 
the weeds become predominant, and the land natu- 
rally Jays itself down to grass; and a crop of couch 
and other unfriendly weeds turns the arable into 
miserable pasture. When they have thus tired but 
all their land; recourse is then had to the injurious 
custom of burn- breaking, or pating the sward off the 
land, with à broad iron instrument, in thin turves 
or clods, which they born in piles, and scatter tlie 
ashes upon the lat JO, 218 
This is no' mod 955 tion of egriculture, it was 
the practice of the Rotliwns ; and if antiquſty would 
zanction's' practice, this would have à fair cluimt to 
excellence. See it accurately described by Ving: 
Georg. Z. 1. Dig mi! 0 
But it is the opinion of practical” men, T Ve. 
Bath Papers, V. I.) that this custom is more detri- 
mental than advantageous. It may destroy noivonie 
weeds,” but it injures the under surface, and leaves 
a portion of effete ashes, which, without some cor- 
rective, are but very ill calculated for the purposes 
of vegetation. That it may with ſkill and Caution 
be used on deep clay soils, and on sour moors, 1 do 
not deny; but the idea of obtaining saline substances 
of « highly fructiſying nature is erroneous ; little 
or any salts being discoverable in the ashes of * 
B z 
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and turf ; for nineteen out of twenty parts of the 
vegetable matter, the only substance separable by 
fire, is dissipated in air. It is. only from fresh veget- 
ables that alkaline salts are to be obtained; and the 
quantity in the common mode of procuring them is 
so small, that it would be more œconomical to pur- 
chase them in the market. If making the ground 
less tenacious be the object, it would be better to 
burn a portion of it in a kiln, and carry it. upon the 
land. But after all, this object is better obtained by 
lime, without any of the disagreeable re 
that often follow burn-breaking: ak? 

This custom has received, the decided, ane 
bation of the Irish Legislature: which has prohibited 
its being practised us under a P ten N Pet 


acre. ' 
The Welsh Res opel travel through the 
counties of Glocester dad Wilts, to see what is there 
done by sheep-folding ; and obserye how large 'crops 


of grain are produced upon bleak and barren 
downs, far. out of the reach of any other, manure. 


He would thence discover, that, while his flock 
is growing and thriving, his land, without much 
trouble or expence, is enriched. He would be in- 
formed how it enables a grazing farmer, to cul- 
tivate a portion of barren arable_land with success, 
by furnishing a strong manure for a certain quantity; 
'and by the judicious management of clover-lays 
and turnips, an additional produce to subsist his cat- 
tle through the trying months, of winter.“ 
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But this desideratum cannot be accomplished 
without a new system of Inclosure,f by which the 
farmer would be able to keep larger flocks and herds, 
and to fodder them in winter. This would not only 
increase his wealth by the store of butter, cheese, 
and beef and mutton, for the market; but would, 
by the dung of home: fed beasts, enrich the soil. 

The want of inclosures deprives the farmer of 
the important manure from the farm- yard. The 
house is generally built on the side of some acclivity, 
and he has no idea of securing the contents of the 
Barton. What straw he has is used as winter food 
for the cattle, which are foddered as they roam over 
the unconfined pastures; and their dung and urine 
is dissipated witho * any benefit accruing to the 
land; according ta i just observation, at 5light 
manuring is egual to no manuring at all. It should be 
the t object of the Welsh n to increase 


9 It Wa been observed by experienced men, * vheep-folding 
on grazs lands is a profitable plan. That they soon render coarse 
herbage fine, not by their biting so close, as is generally supposed, 
but by their treading, rendering the soil closer; and from the quan- 
tity of dung and urine they deposit, they occa ion the inert vege- 
table matter beneath the surface to be developed, and new combina- 
tions are formed favourable to yegetables, that constitute a sweet 
and wholesome herbage. | 


. 


+ The inclosures are 80 hs, EY — near the PET that 
those that are become highly valuable ; and it is customary to fetter 
all the sheep that graze near them, by confining the right fore. foot to 
the neck, with a rush or hay-band : yet, sometimes these accom- 
plished leapers, impelled by hard necessity, will, by a conp de main, 
ꝛeize upon the pasture, and disappoint the hopes of the farmer, 
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the number of inclosures; and of the Welah far- 
mer to begin folding his sheep. By this means he 
would soon be possessed of more valuable arable 
land, and haye a quantity of grass land highly pro- 
ductive, that would continue to improve the 1 
it remains. 

In a country thinly peopled, and destitute of 18 
towns, the richer manure must be scarce; and the 
succedaneum 5heep-folding. is not used. Still the 
country in various parts produces different sub- 
stances, that, with judicious 8 . erg * 
supply the deficiency, 

A knowledge of a few common be of ch 
mistry, and the application of them to practice, 
would do wonders ſor Wales; but these are not 
known, and if they were probably be dis- 
regarded. Lime is the general substitute in the in- 
land parts, and sea-wreck and sea-sand in the parts 
bordering on the coast. The great error of those 
who disclaim the use of lime, has been that of using 
it on all kinds of land, without distinction; vainly 
expecting equal advantages from the most opposite 
effects. While it has proved a useſul dressing to 
some soils, it has rendered others less fertile. To 
clay lands and cold wet bogs, this substance may 
be useful in a mechanical and chymical view. 
It may break and divide the argillaceous particles, 
and render it less tenacious by absorbing the super- 
fluous moisture, and thus be beneficial as an aliera- 
tive. It may, by combining with the superabundant: 
acids with which these soils abound, decompose the 
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vegetable and animal matter; and, by assisting pu- 
trefaction, develope other principles favourable to 
the growth of vegetables. In silicious soils by in- 
creasing the density and tenacity, enabling it to hold 
water longer, the principal food of plants, lime also 
may be highly beneficial. But the Welsh farmer, 
from having heard of the great crops obtained by 
Uiming, or rather from the strength of prevailing cus- 
tom, and the facility with which he. can obtain this 
substance, is fatally bountiful in its application; and 
from - 8upersaturation it produces an action on the 
soil more violent than is compatible with a state of 
fertility, Sometimes it is put upon the ground in 
its full caustic state, and immediately ploughed in. 
This, from the quantity of vegetable matter lime 
will thus dissipate Bygits disengaged heat in a state 
of gas, that otherwise would have helped to fer- 
tilize the soil, must be highly injurious. In other 
cases, from the distance it is fetched, and the time 


it is suffered to lie upon the ground, it is slaked by 
the dews and rains; and being long subject to the 


action of the atmosphere, becomes in a great mea- 
zure inert, returns to a state of carbonate of lime or 
chalk, and, without other assistance, only serves to 
increase the barrenness of the soil. Let still with- 
out reason, the Welsh farmer goes on, subjeeting 
himself to increasing loss by increasing experiments; 
and wondering and complaining at the sterility of 
the soil. He loads his grass lands, with the same in- 
attention to causes and consequences. A first or 
second dressing, by its meeting with other sub- 
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stances, that enter into new. combinations with it, 
will afford matters friendly to the growth of the 


several useful grasses; but when oversaturated by its 


specific gravity, it falls below the roots of the sward, 


and forms a new soil, consisting of calcareous mat 
ter, several inches thick; and those who have wit 
nessed the state of herbage upon unassisted chalk 
lands, need not be told how he is soon n 
of his usual crops of grass and hay. 

Sea- weed, wreck, or ware, is by some successfully 
applied; and when taken fresh from the sea, and 
immediately ploughed in, the effects are distinctly 


marked by early and luxuriant crops. In barley 


grounds the produce has been beyond all reasonable 
expectation; and there have been instances where 
the value of the land has ing 
portion in consequence of thè judicious application 


of this manure. But the generality of occupiers of 


land on the coast take a convenient opportunity for 


collecting it; lay it up in heaps to ferment ; where- 


by they lose the great advantages that might be de- 
Qrived from it, In this respect, sea-ware and most 
other marine plants differ from other vegetable and 
animal manures, 

To render the latter completely useful, ſermen- 
tation is indispensably necessary; the former, on 
the contrary, exhibiting the most beneficial effects 


in a recent state. It may-be urged in defence of 


this conduct, that the greatest quantity is thrown 
up from November to February. But every month 
produces some; and reseryoirs might easily be con- 


d in a sixfold pro- 
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structed on the sea-shore, or it might | be mixed in 
the season of plenty with a proportion of earth and 
lime into a compost ; by which means its valuable 
properties might be preserved. A point of the 
highest importance to the maritime farmer. 

Sea Sand and Sea Sludge I shall class together, 
though essentially different; because they are both 
used in an improper manner in North Wales. These 
should be used as top dressings, and in a fresh state. 
But the reverse is the case. Immense quantities are 
thrown up daily by the tide : the unskilful husband- 
men of these parts collect it at their leisure; and, 
drawing it out of the tide's way, lay it in heaps for 
months together, till successive rains have deprived 
it of the whole of the salts, the very principle 
for which it must be considered valuable as a ma- 
nure. 14 

All the reasoning in the world will not induce 
these obstinate farmers to change their course. In- 
deed it would be absurd to reason with people un- 
accustomed to reason. In this case, and on such 
subjects, example is the only powerful and proper 
stimulus. An introduction of rational English far- 
mers, possessed of capital, would be the best and 
most obvious mode for the landed gentlemen to 
adopt, for the improvement of their estate and the 
melioration of the country. 
I have witnessed two or three instances in the 
course of my peregrinations, where sensible men, 
perceiving the errors of their brother farmers, wait 
till their land is ready for the marine manure, At 
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ebb tide they engage all the hands and strength they 


can, and draw. the mud or sand immediately upon 
their arable land, plough it in, and throw in the seed. 
By this simple and judicious plan, the rest have the 
mortification of seeing these men procure deeent 


_ crops from land they have given up in despair; 
without ever inquiring into the cause, or een 
to the method which produced it. 

What Mr. Kent justly styles the greatest and moch 
valuable of all agricultural improvements, water 


meqd, is not known in this country, though pecu, 


liarl adapted for its use. The only water meadows 
the Wel farmer is acquainted with, are those which 
nature makes, either by the river overflowing the 
yales, or the mountain rivulets intercepted by stones, 
forming catch-meadows on t 
And though he frequently sees, the advantages hig 


pastures deriye from this detention of the waters, 


and that winter floods which quickly subside con- 
tribute greatly to fertility, yet, inattentive to the 
operations of Nature, he does not profit by her in- 
structions. Though possessed of the most conve- 


nient situation, he has not the most distant idea f 


the utility or possibility of bringing water upon the 
land and taking it off again at pleasure. To do this 
requires acute observation, ingenuity, and a knoy- 
ledge of the proper time for its introduction and 
dismissal. Unacquainted with this hot-bed for early 
grass, and destitute of the only substitute, turnips, 
he feels the force of an ungenial spring, and the 
months of March and April in this backward dis- 


vides of the bills, 
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triet are cruelly, destructive to his flock, and fatal 
to his hopes. Obliged to subsist his ewes upon 
coarse, and, often ill-ended hay, they soon sbrink 
their, milk, the lambs get stunted, and he not unfre- 
quently loses a third, nay a half of his flock, for 
want of nourishing food at this critical season. This, 
in a country where the most profitable, and almost 
the only system is sheep breeding, must be consi- 
dered as a radical defect. To remedy it, the young 
Welsh farmers should be encouraged to travel 
through the breeding counties of England, and ac- 
curately mark the difference at this season of the 
year between those possessed of water meadows, and 
those who are not; the contrast would not fail to be 
striking. 

The bind should Alete their tenants by 
long leases, lending 8mall sums of money to defray 
the expences of the work, and granting bounties ta 
those who should lead the way in this enriching joe 
almost necessary improvement. | 

From this statement, drawn up from actual ob- 
servation, it must obviously appear, that the value 
of land must be low, and the occupiers of land far 
from opulent. 

In Montgomeryshire, land in farms was — eight 
sbillings to two, and that considered too dear. In 
Denbighshire the average price about seyen billings, 
in Merioneth four—in Caernarvonshire from five to 
ten shillings per acre ; lands near towns, as in Eng- 
land, fetch high prices, according to the luxury or 
spirit of the place, In the vicinity of Dolgelly the 
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price is fifty shillings; and near the town of Cer! 
narvon, meadow land is as high as three Pounds. As 
other documents 'the following advertisements of 


Estates for sale may serve as a clue to the value of 
| land: — | Ne 


, * p i * TIER ; 
728 C 4 


« To be sold by auction at the Eagle's Inn, at Fes: 


tiniog, on Thursday the 28th day of June, 1797, | 


the following freehold tenements, situate in the 
parish of Llandecwyn, in the county of Merioneth: 


Lot I. Taly lyn farm, two Nen and forty 


seven acres, 571, per annum, 


Loot. II. Onnen, _ hundred « and eighteen actes, 


311. 10s. per annum.“ 


« On Wednesday thes) ch of June, at the Eagle's 


Inn, in Llanrwst, the following - freehold estates, si- 
tuate in the parish of Penmachno, Caernaryonshire : 

Lot. I. m two hundred and sixty acres, 
731. 10s. per annum. 

Lot. II. Bryn Idael, one hundred and fifty- five 
acres, 3 1. per annum. 

N. B. Extensive _ walks belonging to all 
these estates.“ 


It may be proper to remark, that by the measur- 
able farm is considered that between walled bounds; 
the depasturing ground is undefinable. It is a com- 
mon practice among the tenants of a district to 
meet annually, to determine what number of sheep 
and cattle each ought to be allowed to send to the 


[ 
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open pastures, regulated according to the size of the 
farm ; but the richer sort always overstock, and the 
poorer sell the privilege for four-pence per head; there 
is, therefore, ample room for. improvement, and, to 
the spirited adventurer, this country holds out a spa- 
cious and encouraging field for agricultural specula- 
tion. Mountainous countries are generally enriched 
with a variety of mineral strata, and those of North 


Wales seem to possess their full sbare; almost every 


considerable mountain presents traces of lead or cop- 
per, and the country abounds with mines at work, 
or the vestiges of others neglected, | 
The principal lead mines are confined to Flint and 
Denbigh, while those of copper ahound in Caernar- 
von and Anglesea ; quantities of calamine are dug - 
in some parts of Denbighshire; and there is every 
reason to suppose that - Snowdon abounds in tin. I 
have several fine specimens of the common tin stone 
and tin pyrites, 2d and 3d species of Kirwan, from 


the neighbourhood of Llanberis. Little iron has hi- 


therto been discovered, and its concomitant coal but 
in very ſew places in Flint and Anglesea. The in- 


habitants, who do not burn peat, have their coals im- 
ported from Liverpool, at the average price of 1]. 48. 


per ton. To mining, amongſt other causes, may be 
attributed the present uncultivated ſtate of the 
eountry, and the immense proportion of waſte lands; 
for it is an observation that applies to every country, 
where a spirit of mining is discoverable, there, in 
proportion, the spirit of patient induſtry, so neces· 
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ry 10 igriculture, flags, and the labours of huys 
bandry dwindle. The inhabitants generally become 


poor, and the face of the country wears evident 
marks of neglect and wretchedness ; a system of ad- 
venture is generally accompanied by a spirit of gamb- 
ling; and a mine discovered is considered as a ſor- 
tune made. The minds of the inhabitants are called 
off from concerns more immediately pertinent, and 
engaged in delusive dreams of imaginary gains: pro- 
perty is called in to aid the imagination; and the ag- 


gregate capital and labour of a district that would 


have ameliorated the soil, and made the land a pe- 
rennial source of wealth, is sunk, by diving into the 


earth some hundred ſathoms, only to convince tho 


adventurers that much has been spent, and, barring 


the failure, much might have been gained; because 


one mine has answered, and a few individuals have 
been enriched, all expect that similar pursuits must 
be crowned with equal success; not reflecting that 


where much is acquired much must have been risqued; , 


and if but few have proved fortunate many must 


have failed ; like the golden dreamers that support 
the lottery, who count the larger prizes without once 
considering that the very nature of a prize bespeakg 


a blank, and the larger the one the more numerous 
must be the other. 

The peasantry, necessary to till the 9 are 
collected to one or two barren spots, whereby the 


soil is deprived of the means essential to its im- 


provement. The poor are easily enticed to an em- 


1 
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ployment, bowever dangerous in the/purdhit, or hae 
zardous in the issue, from the higher wages held ap 
by the adlventurers; "high wages tend to corrupt the 
morals of the lower elassed and invariably weaken 


the sine ws of industry; the views of the peavinit/ ub 
generally confined to the present hour: if he ob- 


tain more than he can properly spend to-day, he has 


lost tha motive for labour to-morrow; idleness na- 


turally superinduces vice; and vice is the infallible 


road to want and misery. It is not to be expected 
that these people should calculate, or that they should 
reflect what produces great and sudden gain to the 
proprietors cannot ensure certain employment for 
the labourers, much less do they foresee that, in 
ease of failure, the whole will be suddenly turned 
adrift to seek a livelihood where it may. be found 
and that their families must be left in a starving 
state, while the land, on which the burthen must 
fall, is not in a condition to support it. Those who 
have acquired riches from the bowels of the earth 
and their united labours, and from whom they might 
expect the boon of charity, have left their residence 
and repaired to the seats of luxury and dissipation, 
Observations like these will obtrude themselves on 
the observing traveller, and whoever has been at- 
tentive to facts, cannot but have remarked, that 
wherever mines have abounded agriculture has been 
in a despicable state, and the lower classes generally 
in the most abject poverty. By these remarks it is 
not meant to decry the pursuits of mineralogy, 80 
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essential to our manufactures, but to place them «ACT 
in their proper subordinate rank, and to say, that * 
mining should never meet with pointed encou- tg? 
ragement till the  agriculture'of_a- country is in an 4 
n and respectable condition. 6% t Sd: Uh 

Your's, Kee. . 
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9 8 vot forge, the WET of ft ke country, be nor 
the enthusjastic rage for Poetry. and music; nor must 
1 pass, with common aud, t Ake eye, their bards 
and minstrels, 1 

The Welsh language lays e to bigh anti- 
quity, 28 being. a branch of the Jaspian, or that dia- 
lect of the Hebrew spoken by the posterity of Japhet; 
it is evidently like the old. Falks of Celtic origin,* 4 
Botb in its s formation as well as grammatical con- 
struetion, it bears a near .resemblance t: to the He- 
brew.z and, its, affinity is further traced | by. the learned 
Rowlands in his comparative table of three hundred 
words, similar, in sound and meaning, to 80 many 
Hebrew ones ; ' whence it appears to be the most 
primitive and uncorrupt living en in the wes- 
tern world. 01) Wo e i e b 

It is rich and copious, abounding with N 
words, more especially technical terms, which other 
languages borrow from the Greek, or express by eir- 
cumlocutions,z and, from its aptitude to form verbo 
Sesquipedalia ay composition, which are not, owing 
to the change of consonants, harsh in sound, and 
are highly. significant, it is peculiarly fitted for poetry 
and OPS J its n like the Hebrew, being 
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chiefly confined to the Penultima, produces some- 
times a sameness, but, at the same time, a dignity of 
sound; the multiplicity of cbnsonants gives it an ap- 
pearance of uncouthness to the eye, but, as theſe are 
not all pronounced as such, and many of them dif- 
ſerent in sound to what the English scholar would 
expect, it is more in appearance than reality; its co- 
piousness gives it a variety and harmony to be equal. 
led by few, perhaps execeded by none; it unites the 
expressive majesty of the Greek with the harmonious 
softness of the Italian; ; it is, therefore, particularly 
adapted for poetica expression. From the nume 
rous gutturals and the frequent recurrence of the ca. 
nine letter &, it has been termed rugged atid incapable 
of expressing soft and melodious sounds; but these 
ſrequent gutturals, this repetition of R, and the as- 


semblage of the most broad aounding "vowels and 


diphthongs render it capable of displaying one of the 
chief beauties of poetry, the sound correspondin a 
with the sense; thus on thunder, F 


TOUT (7 ! 2 iti 
7 * Fl 
; 6 Tins rn ymw riaw Low in * 
'Yw'r taranau drejgiau draw. 7 
The roaring thunder dreadful in is *. ur 
Is water warring with aerial fire. gan 


Yet, as a proof that it is capable of Apis 4 great 
degree of softness, take the following oh the ap x: 


1: gang 
« Mae mito hide beg Big) 
Mal mel o hyd ym fhon.”* - 
Within the concaveÞf the b is found, 
The magic scale of soul-cnchanting sound. 


> 
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- The laws of poetical com position were so strict 
among the Welsh (ſor the Cambrian Muse gloried 
in twenty-four ancient measures) that it must have 


a 
- cramped the genius of their Bards, had it not been for 
lif. the extent of the language and its aptitude for alli- 
ald teration, a figure they considered as a special beauty 
00. in e composition, thus, 

: - «Gwyr a wna gur yh wral: 

the Sura wna gwyr yn ei ol.“ 

Us Brave men with brav'ry will their leaders fire, | 

rly Brave chiefs. their men with brav'ry will inspire. 

4 py this "they added the figure of adopting the 
ble ound 80 as. to be an echo of the sense; and no 
. poets, perhaps, were ever more distinguished for a 
da masterly use of this beauty, nor any language better 


41 calculated for its exhibition, A third was what Mr, 
Walters calls 4 peculiar ingenuity in the selection 


- and arrangement of words, 50 as to produce | a rhythmi- 

's cal concatenation of sounds in every verse. Vid, Diss. 

g The most favoured measures seem to have been the 

IT triplet and tetrastich ; Llewarch Hen has an Englyn 

| rhiming every three lines, and each stanza com- 

IF mencing with the same phrase. The hanes of Ta- 
liesin consists of eight tetrastichs, and Eyry Mynydd 

t of Llywarch Hen of twelve octonary stanzas; 80 


f great was this syllabic or jingling rage, that #e was 
| considered the best pofft who could reach the 
greatest monotonous extent. The cyngor of Ta- 
liesin has sixteen lines ending in on; and a eee 

C c 
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of Dafydd ap Gwilim has fifty-two, terivinating in 


of. 


principal MSS. are preserved in the libraries of Wyn- 
nestay, Gloddaeth, Bodscallen, Corsygeddol, GWe- 
dir, the Duke of Ancaster's, and the Archives or 
Jesus College, Oxford ; but many of them have 
been lost and destroyed; for Edward not only 
cruelly tried to exterminate learned mei from 
amongst the Welsh, but also to destroy the means 


of information. Upon the conquest, many of the great 
and learned men were carried to the Tower and per- 


mitted to take with them their books and manu- 
scripts to amuse them under confinement; but a 
pretence was soon found to seize x per them ; the 
insurrection of Glyndwr gave an additional pretext 


for destroying them, and all that could possibly 1 


collected were burnt by one Skolen, as recorded i 
this Englyn. 
Liyfran Cymrn au Llofrudd 
Ir twr gowyn aethantar gudd 
Ysceler oedd Yscolan 
Fwrw'r twrr lifran ir tan. 
_Gutto'r Glyn. A. D. 1450. 


+: The aus is dating into disuse: the gentle- 
men, educated in England, pretend not to speak it, 
and some have not scrupled to wish for its extermi- 
nation; the examples of the higher classes is become 
contagious, and, ere long, this language and the 
manners of the Welsh will merge and be lost in the 


Most of the printed books 1 in the Welsh ungesge 
are either translations or the works of moderis; the 
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Euglisb. Their music is ts varied and expressive as 
the lavguage ; much has'been justly said in com- 
mendation of its peculiar beauties, and those who 
affirm that there is à sameness in all the Welsh airs, 


must have heard but very few specimens, or paid but 


little attention to the subject; a great simplicity 


marks the Welsh melodies, yet they are distinguish- 


ed by-features as varied as the country; invented 


by an enthugiastic and impassioned people, they par- 


take of all the wildness of unrestrained originality: 
sprightly and vivacious, plaintive and energetic, they 
are characterized both by Allegro and Penseroso, and 
equally adapted for Lydian as for Doric measures: 
most of the tunes are very ancient, and preserved in 
the traditional recollection of the country ;* they 


sbow their composers to have possessed genuine 


skill in music, and that they knew how to warm the 


imagination, and interest the heart. Whether the 
Muse delights in gay or mournful numbers, she may 


have her cboice, and the expressive vibrations of the 
noble instrument the harp increases the pathos and 
volemuſty. Tbe vivacity of Joe Pulleine's Horn and 
Sir Watkin's Delight forms a fine contrast with the 
plaintive Dafydd ar Craig gwyn, and the solemu 
dirge of Morfa Rhuddlan. . Er wno disce' untmes. 
Of the Religious Order in the times of Druidism, 
there was a three-fold. division into Vacerri, Beirdd, 
and Eubages; of these the second ien was 


.* Mr. a dag a work deverving the * of a 


amateurs in mus ic; by collecting and publishing a number of these 


in his * Muccal and Poetical Remains of the Bards.“ 
882 | 
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that remained after the destruction of their altars and 
seminaries, and their final dispersion in Mona by 
Suctonius, (Vid. Tacit. A. L. XIV.) These con- 
tinned to be had in reverence and enjoyed peculiar 


privileges for ages after the abolition. of Druidical 


worship. 


«« While other orders ſell by turns disgraced, 
Their names dishonour'd, and their forms defaced, 
The Bards, in slaughter's desolating hour, 

Still held their office, and retain'd their power. 
On heights dispers'd, or wandering o'er the plain, 
They brought from hill and dale a list'ning train, 
Lur'd by soft numbers and the power of un 
Thy sons, informing Nature, pour'd i 


Such was the high estimation in whichithis 8 
was held, that it was enacted by a law of Howel Dha, 


that whoever should strike a Bard must compound 


for the offence to the party aggrieved, one-fourteenth 
more than was necessary to be paid to any other 
person of the same degree. ¶ Vid. Leges Mall.) Bede 


says, ip his time they enjoyed great privileges, were 


respected by contending parties at war, obtained 
leave- to pass free, and were received with e 
and dismissed with donations, Lib. II. 17. 

The term is derived from Bar a Fury, and beits 


an analogy to the poetic fury and enthusiasm they 


fancied'themselves inspired with. Diodorus Siculus 
and Marcellinus mention the Bards as composers of 
verse which they sung to the harp and other instru- 
ments of music, celebrating the praises of the brave 
and good; and lashing the vices of the cowardly and 
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the bad with the severest satire. They were highly 
venerated by all the Northern nations, accompanied 
the armics into the field, animated them to the 
conflict by repeating the valourous deeds of their 
ancestors; and celebrated in plaintive strains the 

heroes that had fallen in battle. | 


Vos quoque qui fortes animas belloque peremtas 
Laudibus in longum vates demittis in ævum 
Plurimi securi fudistis carmina Bardi. Lc Ax. 


In the ages of Druidiſm, they were doubtless 
under myſtic regulations; but for a ſeries of years 
there are no authentic documents to elucidate the 
exact nature of their situation. Nennius, who 
wrote about'the year 900, is the first who mentions 
them, He says that Talbaiarn was famous for 
poetry, and that Aneurin, Taliesin, and Llywarch 
Hen, flourighed in the sixth century. Of these, 
only some fragments of the three latter are extant. 
If we judge of those that are lost by those that 
remain, they must be considered as men possessed 
of superior genius; and lament that works so calcu- 
lated to instruct and please should have been 80 
early consigned to oblivion. Those still remaining 
throw great light upon the manners and customs 
of the age in which they lived. (Vide Evans Diss. de 
Bardis). But many of these are with great difficulty 
understood, owing,” in part, to the carelessness of 
transcribers, and more from the language becoming- 
; obsolete. Aneurin obtained the - honourable distine- 
| tion of Mychdeirn Beirdd, Monarch of the Bards ; 


r 
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Taliesin, who resided at the courts of Maelgwyn 
Gwynedd and Urien Reged, was entitled Pen Beirdd, 
or Prince of the Bards; and Llywarch Hen bad 
passed his youthful days in the court of Arthur, 
and had reigned, himself a Prince, over part of 
Cambria. There were other Bards that flourished 
about this period; the most eminent of which was 
Merddin Wyllt, who left a beautiful poem, called 
Afallon, or the Orchard, From the sixth to the 
tenth century, we meet with scarcely any of their 
writings; owing, probably, to the devastations of 
war, and the ravages occasioned by the civil dissen - 
sions among the Welsh themselves. The reſorm of 
this order of men was undertaken by Bleddyn, Prineo 
of Powis and North Wales; and a statute was en» 
acted to ascertain their privileges, and restrain their - 
licentious manners. It prescribed the emoluments 
they were to, receive, and the persons on. whom they 
were imposed. This statute, which contains much 
curious matter, may be scen in the Welsh Chroni- 
cles. From this period, under the auspices of the 
Welsh Princes, many ingenious bards arose, distin- 
guished for their talents, till the death of the last 
Llewelyn ; when Edward, sensible that the bards had 
been the cause of the Welsh so long maintainitg 
their independence, and fearing lest they might 
revive ancient ideas, and rekindle in the Welsh their 
native fire of freedom, proclaimed martial law ; and 
commanded all the bards to be tried and hanged by 
it. Like the cruel Monarch of Macedonia, who, 
when treating with the Athenian States, demanded, 
as a condition of peace, that all the orators who had 
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bravely excited their brother citizens to defend their 
birth-right should be delivered as criminals into his: 
hand. This edict, more cruel than the proscriptions 
of the Roman Triumvirate, continued in ſorce for 
several reigns; during which period this celebrated 
order was nearly exterminated; the genius of poetry 
was almbst extinguished, and only employed in 
Soothing the misery af the times, by obscure pre- 
dictions of future prosperity ; the ancient seat of 
music and poetry was deserted by the Muses, and 
was deprived of those fascinating arts, which soſtened 
the manners while they invigorated the genius of the 
people. There were three distinetions in the order: 
Bards, properly 80 called, were supposed inspired, 
and composed verse in a variety of measures; and 
like the Saalds of the North, retained the memory of 
numberless transactions that otherwise would have 
been lost. But what gave them the high rank, and 


brought them into estimation with the British nobi- 


lity, was their skill in genealogy. They were the 
recorders.of arms, and the comptrollers of honours; 
and flatiered the vanity of the great by recounting. 
the deeds of their remote ancestry, This was the 
highest and most bonourable division. The next 
was Clerwreu or Minstrels, who perſormed upon 
musical instruments, chiefly the harp and the erwth.“ 

* The musical instruments in use among the ancient Welsh 
were the telyn or harp ; the crwth or croud ; the tabwrdd or tabret ; 
and the corn buelm, cornet, or bugle-horn ; with the pibgorn, or 
pipe. The harp, crwth, and pibgorn ere the instruments deli- 
vered to the chief musicians, when they were invested ; and on theit 
death reverted to the Lord, 
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Thirdly, the Datceiniaid, or Singers; these accom- 
panied the music with the voice, and were required 
to possess a competent knowledge of both sciences. 


The election of bards was annual in an assembly of 


the princes and chieſtains of the country,” in which 
they were assigned precedence and emoluments sait- 
able to their respective merits; but the bard most 


eminently distinguished for his talents was solemnly 


chaired, and bad the badge of merit, or silver harp, 
conferred upon him, 


This congress, called Eisteddfod, was * 


held at one of the three royal residences, Caerwys, 


Aberfraw, or Mathraval ; the Sovereign himself pre- 


siding in the assembly. Its being beld in rotation, has 


induced some to assert that it was a #riexmal meeting. 


This was considered not only as an opportunity of 


displaying skill and talents, but also as a college of 


harmony, where genius was registered and degrees of 


honour conſerred on musical merit. This assembly 


was held by special commission and authority from 


the princes of Wales during their independence, and 


zubsequent thereto from the Kings of England; with- 
out this examination and diploma granted none oould 
exercise the profession of bard or minstrel. In these 
British olympics were collected, as in a focus, the 
rays of music and poetry ; here the varied genius of 
the principality, concentrated, displayed its captiva- 
ting charms ; here British bards poured forth their 
animating strains, and minstrels tuned their e. 
ting harps to —_— 


« And gave to song resistless powers to charm.” 
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The last Eisteddfod, held by royal authority, way 
in the reign of Elizabeth, the commission bearing 
date 20th of October, 1567, was granted to Sir 
Richard Bulkley and others.“ In consequence of 
this grant, an Eissteddſod was held at Corwys tle 
26th of May following; proper notice having been 
given, and the sons of genius invited from. their r- 
tired situations in every part of the principality ; at 


this meeting fifty-five degrees were conferred, seven- 


teen in vocal, and thirty-eight in instrumertal 
music. From this period the Eisteddfod was neg- 
lected, and the angient Bard and Minstrel ceased to 
be considered as characters of importance ; a spirited 
set of men, however, associated under the name of 
the Gwyneddigien,F in London, determined to revive 


a ceremony calculated to encourage a spirit of mu- 


sical excellence, and preserve a knowledge of har- 
mony's choicest instrument amongst their country- 
men; and to deliver down a science in which their 
ancestors had'shone so eminent, with EL”) 
putation, to posterity. N 

The ancient notice required of a year and a day 
was given prior to the meeting ; the old town-hal 
was fitted up for the reception of the company, which 


6 » The ociginal deed i is in possession of the Mostyn family, wg 
ther with the silver harp, which had from time immemorial bees 
the gift of the ancestors of that family, 10 ien on the chief f 

' +'We learn that Mr. Owen Jones, of London, was the deviet 


and: principal promoter of this meeting, and contributed largely 


towards the prizes bestowed on the occasion; a gentleman as highly. 
distinguished for his liberality as his many other virtuet. 
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was highly respectable 3 and the numerous attend. 
ance of the children of melody proved, that, however 
the spirit had been neglected and depressed, it was 
rot extinguished among the inhabitants of North 
Veles. Some vein, says Jones, in his musical rex 
mains of the ancient minstrelsy, suryives among our 
mountains, Numbers of persons of both sexes as- 
senble and sit round the barp, singing alternately, 
pernyllion, or stanzas of ancient and modern compo- 
sitons; the young people usually begin the night 
with dancing, and when tired assume this mode of 
elaxation ; often, like the modern improvvisatori of 
taly, they sing extempere verses, and chose conver» 
ant in it readily produce a peunyll opposite to the 
ast; the subjects are productive of mirth: some- 
imes they are jocular, sometimes satirical, but often 
of an ous nature, and will bring to the recollec- 
ion_of/the classic the dialogue between Horace and 
Lydia: for, on these occasions, the fair are gene- 
ally the Jas to speak, and terminate the contention 
0t unlike Lydia: | 


., 


« Tecum vivere amem, tecum obeam hibens.” 


They continue singing, without intermission, neyer 
 rpeating the same stanza (for that would forfeit the 
tonour of being esteemed first of song) and, like 
rightingales, support the contest through the night, 
The audience usually call for the tune; sometimes a 
few only sing and sometimes the whole company; 
but, when a party of capital singers assemble, they 
rerely call for the tune, for it is indifferent to them 

5 f „. 
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what tune the harper plays; parishes are often op- 
posed to parishes, and the mountains re-echo the 
melody of song. The following are specimens of 
this kind of mn compoaition, or pen; 
nyllion : h 


Mi a i Llan Beris Ddydd full nesa, 
Oni ddaw Llan Beris yma ; 
Llawer haws i mi fyrid yno, 
Nac i Llan Beris fawr symmudo. 
Tf cavern'd Llan beris can't easily move, 
Next Sunday I'll go there and find my kind love, 
Tce easier for me Oer the hills for to go, 
Than for Peris to move from the valley below. 


Pe baer wyddva i i gyd yn gaws 
E fyddai *n haws caell enllyn, 
A moel Eilian fara gwyn, 
A'r Llynn yr gwrw melyn. 
It Snowdon's' high and airy head 
Mere turn'd to cheese, Moel Eike bread,” 
And all the lakes to nut- brown ale, 
_T*would needless be to till the vale. 


. Dr. TzoMas. 


The number of Bards was twenty, of Minstrels 
twelve, and of Datceiniaid eighteen ; the first day 
was occupied in determining the merit for the cader 
or chair; the theses were © the love of our country, 
and the commemoration of the Eisteddfod ; many 
animated pieces were produced, but the decision was 
in favour of Robert ap Dafydd of Nantglyn ; in 
the evening numerous extemporaneous effusions were 
poured forth, and, though there was a degree of ex- 
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cellence, yet they must remind the classical scholar 


of the poctaster in Horace, who Wenn two 
hundred verses ; s/ans pede in th 
On the gecond day the instrumental and * 


| performers exhibited their respective powers, when 


Robert Foulks was declared Pencerdd Dafod, or chief 
yocal performer, and William Jones Gwydd the 
Pencerdd Dant, or chief player on the harp. This 
meeting must have been highly gratifying to the 


lovers of poetry and music; for in the opinion of 


connoisseurs no contest for skill was better supported 


than this at Caerwys. In various places we found 


that it had excited a spirit of emulation, and we had 
the pleasure of hearing instrumental performers that 
would not disgrace the diplomas of universities ; and 
we sincerely wish, that an instrument so capable of 


expressing the powers of harmony as the harp may 


never be disused, nor such genuine votaries of 
music and poetry as the Welsh, ever languish for 
want of protection. It has heen observed that moun- 
tainous scenery is peculiarly friendly to those atrial 
and imaginary existences that constitute the objects 
of supers/ition.* The constant variation in their 


appearance, added to the gloom attendant upon loſty 


crags, hollow cwms, deep ravines, lakes, dingles, 
caves, and torrents, must have a strong tendency to 
affect the imagination; fear is the offspring of ig- 


norance, and unbounded eredulity the concomitant 


of fear; similar notions will produce similar manners, 


Hence superstition sprung in elder time, 
Wild as ag soil, and gloomy as the clime.“ 
Ts Ricnakps, 
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and equal degrees of intelligence are generally 
marked by a coincidence of relief. Hence the spirit 
of conjuration, so prevalent in Lapland, the second 
sight of the Highlands, and the vagaries of the 
Awenyddion, in Wales, (a word significant of poeti- 
cal raptures,) were derived from the same origin; 
these persons, when consulted, became inflamed with 
a high degree of enthusiasm, were, to all appearance, 
carried out of themselves, and seemed possessed of 
an invisible spirit, yet they did not immediatelß 
give a solution of the difficulty; but, by an incon- 
sistent circumlocution with which they abounded, 
any person who observed the answer would, at length, 
by some turn or digression in the speech, receive, 

or fancy that he did, the required explanation.“ From 
this state of extacy they were at last roused as from 
a deep sleep, and were compelled, by the violence 
of. their friends, to return to their natural state; and 
it is said, that they did not recollect any thing that 
passed, or which they had uttered ; if it happened 
that they were again consulted upon the same, or 
any other subject, they would deliver themselves in 
very different terms. This property of divining they 
fancied. was bestowed upon them in their sleep, at 
which time, according to Gyraldus, it appeared to 
some as though new milk or honey was Runner! into 


* The folly of Hirinedon and Genese to the thinking ; 
mind must be obvious, and is more supported by the belief of the 
credulous than the arts of knavery ; for, to the whole tribe of di- 
viners may be appled the remark of Euripides, 4 3 
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their mouth; to others, as though à scroll of wks. 


ting; and, on their waking, they publicly professed 


to be endued with these extraordinary gifts'; but 


this kind of devotion is daily less in repute and 
chiefly. confined to the mountainous tracks. The 
belief of witchcraft is still strong, and many are the 
fatal and dire effects produced by the supposed hybrid 
beings.“ We know 80 little of the Spiritual World, 
and the possibility of a connection with it, that it 
would border on presumption to assert, that no connee- 
tion. ever did or can exist; but it is certainly ridicu- 
lous to suppose, that a poor decrepid old woman, by en- 
tering into a upposed contract with the devil, Should 
be able to change the course of nature; blight crops 
inflict disease, raise storms, &c. and perform actions 


chat bespeak Omnipotent Power ; and, if it were 


not th Me positive evidenves were extremely strong, 
the many impostures and delusions that bave been 
discovereil, as well as the idle tales told, would be 
enough to demolish all faith in such a dubious crime; 
but the testimony of ages, the revealed will of Gon, 


is in ſavour of the existence of Witchcraft. It seems, 


thereſore, the safest way, with the ingenious Addi- 
son, to allow there has been such a thing, but 10 


refuse credit to the 1 modern N of it. 


At every down you will p perceive a ati cross, or some 
charm of defence against these venomous spirits; and it is usual to 
place on the Vigil of St. John sprigs of the Hypericum, thence 


called St. John's wort, at the entrance in the same manner the 


Druids were used to do Veronica. Its supposed virtue is couched in 


the title: Cos gan Gythral, i. e. Dæmon's Averejan. 
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Down to the teign of Jatties I. vatlous statutes were 
passed, making witchetaft, confuration, or sorcery, 


ſelony without benefit of clergy. Dutitig this pe- 


nod, while laws were enacted to perpetuate error, 
it is probable that many ſnottnt petsons, distressed 
with poverty and age, and disliced by the neighbour. 


hood, fell tue Unfortunute victims; and this terror . 


of ancient fertles was not rettioyet till g Geo. II. c. 5. 


Since that à pretence to dlvination is considered as a 


unsdemesnot, punichable by 'pillory and imprison- 
ment. The delle of chose elvine beings called fals 
or Fairies, appears to have beef ancient and general, 


not önly from the 'Britvhs having reduced the no- 


tions respecting them to a kind of system, but be- 
Sause various allusions ate made to them by the 
Britisb Bards, under the common appellation * The 
Fpirits of the Mouttalns"! It is supposed they ute fond 
of the southern sides of the bills and the deep rebesses 
of the woods; of cleanliness, neatness of apputel, re- 
gular living, striet integtity, and devotedness to 
Gop; and that those who wish for their protection, 
or would avoid their ire, must pay attention to these 
things. To such characters they are esteemed 
friendly, and, to the opposite, exceedingly spiteful, 
9 them with n _—_y them with 


„ The learned Montesquiee, in Bis Spirit of Laws, tanks ih 
crime with that bf hetesy, and juficfoosly odserves, that we ought 
to be very circumspect in the provecution of both, because the most 
unexceptionable conduct, the parest-morals, and the constatit prac- 
tice of every duty of social life are not a sofficiem . ** 
the $uspicion of such crimes, 


** 
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noises, pinching them black and blue, carrying away 
their unbaptized children, and confining them for a a 
given period; and it is a custom with the ignorant 
to watch their children till after þap/ism, lest tbey 
should be stolen or changed. They are said also to 
maim cattle by throwing ugly weapons at them; 
the stones called arrow - heads, found in these parts, 
are fancied to be elf. shots; and a species of fun- 
gus, growing on the lower parts of the trunks of 
trees, when reduced to a soft consistency by rains, is 
called Fairy's Butter. The description by those that 
pretend to have seen them is, that they are in the 
human shape, exceedingly diminutive, always clad i in | 


green, and when they are employed are often heard, 
as they are very noisy; their occupations over, they 


live a merry life, dancing hand in hand invisibly 
by moon-light, footing to lyrio measures over the 
verdant turf, leaving their marks in darkened circles, 


alias fairy rings, over the green grass. Their vaga- 
ries are pleasantly alluded to by Brown in his pas- 


torals: 1 | | | 25 


A pleasant mead, 
Where fairies often did their measures tread, 
Which in the meadow 'made such circles green, 
As if with garlands it had crowned been. 
Within one of these rounds was to be seen, 
A hillock rise, where oft the ſairy queen | 
At twilight sate, and did command those elves, 
To pinch those maids that had not swept the $helves 3. 
And further if, by maiden's oversight, | 

' Within doors water were not brought at night, 


. 
.. 
. 

— * 
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Or if they, pread no table, vet na bread, 3 . 
They should have nips from toe unto the head. 8 
And for the maid that had perform d each thing, * 

__ the winatpul ads heave a ye * 


* The re-appearance 7 departed 3 or Ghosts 

is generally believed. They are supposed to inhabit 
the deep wms and glens amid the mountains, and 
to frequent old mansions, ruined castles, and espe- 
cially the repositories of the dead; and the terror of 
them is so great, that no bribe will induce the com- 
mon people to visit these places in the depth of the 
night; they are considered as the souls of persons 
departed, and pertnitted to return for some benefi- 
cial purposes, as to point out some hid treasure, help 
some to property of which they had been unjustly 
deprived, or lead to the discovery of some ſoul mur- 
der, that the perpetrators might be brought to jus- 
tice, and those innocently accused cleared of the 
aspersion. Others again, are adjudged to walk in 
darkness for some venial fault; to this the nnn 
W alludes i in Hamlet: : by 


— —— I: am thy father's spirit, 
Doom ' d, for a certain time, to walk the night, 
And for the day confin'd to fast in fires, | 
Till the foul crimes done in my days of nature 
Are n. away. “ 


® Perzons who have been. guilty of great oppressions, or Ha 
contrary to the welfare of the country, are expatriated after they are 
dead; their spirits are supposed unable to rest, and are gent to re- 
Side on the borders of come lake or water-Gll, amide the wilds of 


D » 
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You will be told by those who pretend to have con- 


versed with these ghosts, that some have lamented 


the hardness of their condition in being obliged to 
walk through cold and uncomfortable places, and 


requested the person's friendly aid to lead them to 
some other place, xc. Ke. 

That none, in the exercise of their mad — 
can, ſor a moment, credit the thousand ridiculous 
stories that are told and believed, is obvious; yet, 
to deny that such appearances have, on some parti 
cular occasions, been seen, would be to throw away 
the wisdom of antiquity with an unbecoming licence, 


and to oppose authorities that would undermine the 


most important truths, and invalidate evidence on 
which the principal part of our knowledge is built, 
and our best hopes founded: The misfortune of Su- 
perstition is, that it believes every thing it fears ; and 
it is the curse of Infidelity to believe nothing it hates; 
the votary of the one has the testimony of antiquity: 
on his side, and the votary of the other the counte- 
nance of fashion. To the bumble inquirers after 
truth the declarations of the Seriptures will recur, 
“That there are ministering spirits sent forth to 
: minister to those that shall be the Heirs of salvation, 
and others of an opposite cast wandering about in dry 
places, seeking rest, but finding none, and intent on 
mischief to the human race, go to and fro on the 


earth, seeking whom they may devour.“ To such the 


the mountains. Thus the learned Sir John Wynne was evicerhed 


by the people an oppressor, and they have sent his perturbed spirit 


to the adjacent cataract of Rhaiadr y Wenol. 


& 


Toba THROUGH NORTH WALBS. 403 
affirmativs will appear the saſest side of the question; 
the unreasonable credulity of the dark ages was un- 
doubtedly a snare, and the extreme is equally so; 
the latter staggers the grand doctrine of the Soul's 
immortality, for those who deny there are spirits sub- 
sisting without bodies will, aſter that, with more dif- 
ficulty believe the separate existence of their own. 

Among superstitious or singular customs we re- 
marked the following :— 

On Christmas Eve, about three o'clock in the 
morning, most of the parishioners assemble in the 
church, and after prayers and a sermon, continue 
singing palms and hymns till day-light, and if, 
through infirmity or age, any are disabled from at- 
tending, they have prayers at home, and carols on the 
Nativity ; this act af devotion is _ d gen, or th 
cock-crowing. 

Another very singular osten; I never awd learn 
the rationale of is, that of a man on new year's day, 
dressing himself in blankets and other trappings, with 
a factitious head like a horse, and a party attending 
him, knocking for admittance, this obtained, he runs 
about the room with an uncommon frightſul noise, 
which the company quit in real or pretended fright ; 
they s00n recover, and by reciting a verse of some 
ancient cowydd, or, in default,. paying a small gra- 
tuity, they gain admission. A similar custom is pre- 
valent in the Highlands; ¶ Vid. Fohnson, ) and, from 
Du Cange, we find it was a practice of Heathenism.* 


* Ludi profani apud Ethnicos & Paganos solebant in Kalendis Ja- 


nuarii ; belluarum, pecudum, & Vetularum, * formis, huc 
DD2 


404 TOUR THROUGH NORTH WALES. 


Another custom, peculiar to this country is, the 


kindling of fires on All Saints eve on some eminence, 


and upon a stone near every habitdtion, when chil- 


dren, servants, masters, and mistresses, dance round 


and run through them with shouts and hollowings, 


throwing in, at the same time, fruits, nuts, stones, 


&c. by which they pretend to prognosticate as to their 
future success through the year; these are supposed 


by Rowland to be fires of rejoicing for the in-gather- 


ing of-harvest, and that the Druids and ancient Bri- 


tons sacrificed victims at this time, and about the | 


vernal Equinox. 


The virgula divinatoria is in high repute amongat . 


the Welsh miners; what sympathy there is between 
a vein of coal or lead ore and a piece of hazle, it 
would be difficult to say, but constant recourse is 
had to this mode of detecting mineral strata. Though 
made of hazle it is no common instrument; it must 
be a fork cut in a planetary hour; for lead on Saturn's 
day and hour, because Saturn is the significant of 


lead ; Jupiter must be in conjunction, sextile or 


trine, and the. better if any reception happen; but 


if it happen at square or opposition the whole is | 
marred ; thus cut, it is laid by for use in a heap of 


wheat or barley : this is to be held by the forks with 
both hands and carried over the land supposed to 
contain the ore: over all the barren spots it appears 


& illuc discussare, & petulantius 8ese gerere : quod à Christianis 
non modo proscriptum, sed ab iis postmedum inductum ; Gt ea die 
ad calcandum Gentilium consuetudinem privatz fierent Litaniæ & 
Jejunaretur,” Kc. Vid. Glen, du Cange. 
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nnaffected, but no sooner does it impend over a 
yein than it presses strong down, and a similar at- 
traction is discovered as between iron and the mag- 
net; you will recognise in this the impious wands 
of the heathen, and smile at the continuance of the 


imposture; but how much are men the slaves of 
nominal discrimmation ? how often, while they con- 


demn one absurdity are they the dupes of others still 


more absurd? A few years since a similar rod was 


used in France, and obtained credit, for discovering 
Springs of water; and is it not in the memory of 
every one, when numbers experienced inchantment, 
both in France and England, without any divining 


rod at all? and believed themselves to be affected 


by an invisible agent which the inchanter called 
Animal Magnetism ? But it required too much exer- 
tion of the imagination long to expect effects without 
any visible causes. Those who wish to dupe the pub- 
lic have been under the necessity of changing their 
invisible plan; and we are now furnished with di- 
dining rods again, under the pompous ' philosophic 
name of Metallic Tractors. There are persons who 
pretend to cure certain disorders, especially erysipe- 


las, by breathing on the parts affected, and lav- 
ing it with fasting spittle; but their qualifications 


are special and rare ; their ancestors must have eaten 
of the flesh of an eagle, and they have certain in- 
cantations delivered down to them by tradition. 

The water for baptism used formerly to be brought 
from some Flynnon Vawr, or well of the Blessed 
Virgin; and, from that circumstance, it is still used 
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a relict of Druidism, it is believed that about Mid- 
summer eve snakes congregate, and joining heads 
and hissing together a kind of bubble is formed on 
the head of one of them, which the other, by his- 
sing, blows on till it comes off at the tail, when it 
hardens and resembles a glass ring, which whoever 


has the good luck to find, will prosper in all their 


future undertakings ; they call them glenen nadroedd; 


they are evidently glazed rings, once in use among 


the Romans. Hydromancy, or divination by water, 
is still practised ; Exorcism also is considered as a 
privilege concomitant with high learning; and every 
Oxford clergyman is supposed to possess the power 


of laying spirits, and Jy Rouge en being 


haunted. 


These shadows of Religion, 'and indirect argu- 


ments for a future state were, in principle, nearly 
coeval with man; they flourished as iniquity increas- 
ed, they took root downward and bore fruit upward, 
in the grosser ages of Judaism ; they were notorious 
in the Grecian and Roman states, and volumes 
might be filled from their writers of ridiculous in- 
stances of genera] credulity, that controyerted their 
right, while they preferred the claim for enlightened 
nations. The Druids interpreted omens and dealt in 
sorcery, and if they did not invent, handed many of 
them down to posterity, Seyeral of the customs 
of their idolatry were long retained by our ancestors, 


intermingled with Christian rites ; and notwithstand- 


ing the fulminations of the papal chair, superstition 


ſrom the ſont as a specific in gore Hes, &c. & M. As 
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maintained its ground, and en making rapid ad- 
vances in the days of 

During the dismal night of errar, that covered the 
people again with thick darkness, after the promul- 
gation of Christianity, the weeds of error sprang up, 


grew rank, and the nations of Europe were coyered 
with the hoisonous effluvia; the Romish priesis did not 


fail to make use of these powerful engines to serve 
their avgricious purposes; they well knew. that re- 
putation Was power, and they invented a thousang 
tales to instil into the winds of the people an idea 
of sanctity they never possessed; till, by shackling 
their unſortunate votaries hecame the constant dupes 
of hypocritical extortion. That they were the fra- 
mers af same, and the modellers of many, no doubt 
can be entertained ; for, as Brown facetiously ob- 
gerves, , They seem to have the most right to in- 
ventions of this nature, Whose brains are $0 fruitful af 
folly as to invent that Dunstan took the Devil by 
the nose with a pair of hot tongs till be roared again,” 
Aniig. Yulg. Thanks to the great Author of Light 
and Truth, this night is past; the light of the Re- 
formation bas dispelled the darkpess; yet, still here 
and there a few. clouds distigure the atmosphere of 
truth. Though no one cap be 2 stronger advocate 
for Religion in its most perfect purity, or wish more 
strongly for the emancipation of the human mind 
' from the worst of all slavery, Superstition ; Je, 
must I question, whether good has heen obtained 
by divesting the mind of all religious fear, under the 
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name of Superstition? Especially when it is con- 


sidered, that it had l to reconmend virtue 
and discouttenance vice. 

The philosophic religion that lu Ae had its 
short-lived reign, is like the logic of the Pyrrhonan 


School, that pulls down every thing and erects no- 


thing. Man must have some decisive principle on 
which to act, and some powerful motives to induce 
him to action. He must be persuaded that vice bas 
the dread of punishment, and virtue the sanction 
of reward, before he will e, perſoram the te- 
lative duties of life. 2555 

Religion is the grand cement of Society, the Gol 
sufficient guarantee of order and safety. Tf the p 


ple are 80 gross and blind as not to be able, without 


assistance, to look through Nature up to Nature's 
Gop; if their minds are not sufficientiy spiritual 


to form just and adequate ideas of their real nature 


and indispensable obligations; shall we refuse them 
the necessary helps, because they are not compatible 
with philosophic perfection ? If they cannot yet act 
from higher and juster motives, shall we therefore 
deprive them of all? Blot out every trace of hope 
and fear, and break even the glenderest tie that con- 
nects them with the Spiritual world? 

Kecollecting the answer of the learned author of 


The Evidences of Christianity, (Addison,) to the 


unbeliever, That, if Christianity be true, then 
Christians will have infinitely the advantage; and 
if it should not, they will then be equal with the In- 
ficlef:“ I cannot help concluding it safer to believe 
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too much than too little ; and that truth blended 
with error is far more eligible than 'error alone. 
Every lover of his country and his neighbour must 
feel his indignation excited when he sees a set of 
men under the usurped title of Philosophers, en- 
deavouring to undermine religion, loosen the bands 
of society, and destroy all | adequate motives for mo- 
ral actions, under the plausible pretence of deliver- 
ing mankind from the yoke of superstition ! 

Amidst all these superstitions, however, it appears 
the principles of religion are not lost; a considerable 
portion of devotional spirit occupies the bosoms of 
the lower classes of the Welsh. A disposition, 
which, while it contributes to their own comfort, 
administers no less to the happiness of society. 
And to this as a cause, must be referred the preva- 
lence of moral excellence, the general spirit of sub- 
ordination, respect to their superiors, and submission 
to the laws, discoverable through this happy coun- 
try. Indeed it must be acknowledged, that the 
only ſoundation for solid morality, is Religion. A 
knowledge of the great duties it enjoins, and the ob- 
ligations to perform them, imposed on beings who must 

give a final account of the talents they have received. 
The philosopher may make his calculations on the 
force of habit, and expatiate on the superior merit 
of suffering virtue; while the moralist boasts of the 
principles of truth and justice, exercised for their 
own reward. But the high morality contained in 
that golden sentence, Do unto others as You would 
2 Should do unto you, is only to be supported by 


3 
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the motives of the gospel, and only can be prac- 
tised by the disciples of the Sawour. 


Religion appears among this people to be what it 


really is, the most important concern of man. In the 
churches the service was performed with a degree of 
solemnity not generally obgervable in England; and 
the decorous behaviour of the congregations was 
a convincing proofin what high veneration they held 
the temples of Deity. The energy of the preachers, 
and the Jooks of the audience, plainly indicated that 
both were in earnest ; and no one could help feeling 
a desire to join in the worship, though a stranger to 
the language in which it was performed, _ 

How lamentable, said I, that divine truths could 
ever be delivered in an irreyerent manner ! }!- And 
that the offices of religion should be performed with- 
out that devoutness such sacred and important cere- 
monies so justly demand ! ! Perhaps more of this 
spirit was discoverable out of the church than in it; 
and without any disparagement to the clergy of 
North Wales, many of whom are highly respectable 
in their official, as well as social capacities, the rea- 

son is obvious. Some of the established clergy are 


not content with a dereliction of the great duties of 


their station, but by opposing those doctrines which, 
as ministers of the gospel, they ought to preach, 
they render the grand engine of reſormation, the 
pulpit, unedifying ; drive the inquiring mind to 
seek religious information elsewhere; and thus dis- 
perse and starve the flock they have sworn to collect 
and feed. 2 
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It is too notorious for the friends of the Church of 
England to deny that the late increase of the dis- 
tenting interest, (at it it termed,) so loudly com- 
plained of, has been occasioned by the clergy them- 
selves, The dissolute lives of many, the careless- 
ness and irreverence of others, have proved a stum- 
bling block to the weak, and a just plea ſor the 
$chismatic ; while essential errors in the preaching of 
others has drawn the enlightened. and congscientious 
part of the people, however reluctantly, from their 
parochial churches, and the bosom of the church; 
forced those seriously disposed, to look for more 
faithful teachers amongst less polished people; and 
to assemble in barns, and under hedges, for rational 
and deyout worship ; thus made dissenters by i Tags» 
rious necemity, N ; 
It is an aweful consideration, and well becomes 
the ostensible messengers of grace, and mare es- 
pecially the Episcopal Guardians of the Establish- 
ment, to pause—and ' s&wgysly inquire into the 
causes of such defalcations ; nd, by a timely re- 
moval of the offence, to prevent the mischiefs of 
separation, It cannot be matter of wonder to an 
(attentive obseryer, who marks bow religion is made 
a Stalking-horse for merest and ambition, if the Esta- 
blighed Church should be neglected and despised. 
If the bees that have been regularly hived, are trans- 
formed into drones, and indolently neglect to sip 
the mellifluous flowers around them, is it surprising 
if the wilder insects of the woods take their stations 
and bear away the nectareous treasure ? If the ap- 
pointed shepherds neglect their important charge, 
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suffer the ravenous wolf to disperse the flock, and 
remain cargless whether the wanderers are restored 
to the fold; then will that August Being, whose 
purposes cannot be defeated, have recourse to other 
means for their accomplishment. He will call up 
men from the dunghill, to the dignified office of 
priesthood; give them popularity from usefulness; 
and thus put to open shame the more learned and 

regular of the function : * Call them a people which 
were no people, and of these reputed Stones, raise up 

children to Abraham.” 

I.!n the towns and large villages, some voilding is t 

- generally appropriated for the accommodation 'of , 

those who wish information on the i interesting theme. ] 

But it is common to see thousands assembling to 1 

] 

] 

t 


hear a plain man expound the scriptures on the hills, 
without any other sbelter than the azure canopy of 
heaven ; and that in weather not the most favour- 
able for such exposure. And aſter the service is 
over, as though the dew of heaven was a medium, 
as it is an emblem, of spiritual blessings, they are 
seen returning over the mountains, many a long 
mile with the smile of satisfaction on their brow, 
and chanting hymns of praise, to their scanty 

and lowly habitations; better satisfied with the dis- 
pensations of Providence, and far better prepared to 
encounter 'the difficulties, and perform the duties of 
their arduous situations. 

The idle and the luxurious, who prefer their ease 
to attendance upon a place of worship, may smile; 
but let it be remembered, that they profess a be- 
lief in Christianity, as well as the poor Cambrian 
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peasant ; and then let it be asked; which gives the ; 


most genuine proof of his sincerity he who prefers. 


his indulgence, or he who trudges batefoot for miles 


in spite of weather, to celebrate the praises of their 
common Creator ? The former does not reflect that 
the lap of ease is seldom the habitation of virtue; nor 


the conduct of indifference, the expression of praise: | 


while the latter considers every attention to religion, 
a privilege conferred on himeelf, and a tribute to 
his Maker. 


Among the number of dissenters in North Wales, | 


there are various distipctions, which perhaps exist 


more in name than reality: Rowlandists, or Calvinistic 


Methodists ; Westleians, or the followers of the late 


John Weatley ; Independent Dissenters, including . ' 
Presbyterians, Independants Particular, and General 


Baptists ; and, according to some writers in the Gen- 

tleman's Magazine, a sect called Jumpers. Vid. 
July and September, 1799, signed D. and M. B. 

I The ridiculous tales related by many, shew their 


knowledge could be no more than report; and their 
descriptions are evidently the language of traduction, 
Friendly as I may be to the modest, chaste, and dig- 


nified- mode of worship prescribed by the wisdom 
of the Established Church, and practised by all her 
serious and deyout members; yet I cannot but ob- 
serve, that indiscriminate censure, as well as indis- 


criminate praise, cannot be just; and, that brand- 


ing any body of Christians with infamous conduct 
in general terms of abuse, savours stropgly of illibe- 


rality, not to say malignity. 
77 * »* «<5 --rg0ns made a proper inquiry , without 
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414 + Tout THROUGH NORTH WALES; 
observation, they would have learned that the 
Jumpers, vulgarly so called, are not a sect ; that they 


belong to all persuasions, and are 50 denominated 
from their carrying their zeal to a height, that, when 
the preacher touches pathetically upon any subject 


allading to the Saviour, more especially his unex- 
ampled love to men, and his vicarious sufferings for 

the guilty, the whole congregation begin exulting, 
and discover their deep. obligation and their grate- 
ful sense of deliverance, by gestures, that may ap- 
pear extravagant to those in the habit of thinking 


less warm upon the subject, or habituated to more 
temperate and modest expressions of joy. I have 


known a preacher think it prudent to suspend his 


harangues till the ferment of zeal has abated ; but 


never witnessed any of those intemperate and inde- 


cent ebullitions of passion so frequently detailed by | 


the enemies of religion. 

A remark that struck me, has perhaps been made 
by many of the thinking part of mankind before, 
that at the aweful hour when he who is our Judge 
shall appear, it will be found superior wisdom to 


have exulted rather more than appeared absolutely ne- 
cessary at the name of the Saviour, than to be found 


amongst the number of those that denied him. 

It cannot but be regretted by the friends of order, 
that laxity of discipline is frequently the consequence 
of this spirit of independency in religion; and many 
from a love of novelty, dissent from the Established 
Church, and, from the love of distinction, take upon 
er sacred office. Evils, doubtless, may arise 

selſ- created priests, and self-instituted churches ; 
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and it might be desirable to place a barrier to these 


irregular proceedings. But it will probably baffle the 


wisest skill, and surpass all human power. Per- 
| haps it will be the wisest plan to let the evil and the 
good remain together; the tares and the wheat, till 
the divine harvest shall arrive, when unerring judge- 


ment will separate the chaff from the whent, and : 


make a just distinction. 
The high spirited bigot will fee petiph offended 
at what he may deem an eulogium upon piety, with- 
out the pale of the Established Church : but to this I 
must put in a plea of toleration. I must ask for a 
tolerant spirit in the individual as well as in the State. 
A spirit that has placed another brilliant in the 
diadem of our unrivalled constitution, and given 
an unanswerable ptoof of the dem and modera- 

tion of the Establishment. 
It is a right that every one is born heir to, to wor- 


ship God in that way most congenial to the dictates 


of his own mind, within the bounds of decency. The 
State as it receives support from religion, is bound 


to support and protect it; but cannot, upon an 


pretence, dare to enforce or suppress it: and every 
act of persecution on the score of religion, and 
every coercive restraint upon the exercise of rational 
devotion, is nothing less than an infringement upon 
the divine prerogative; calling in question the wis- 
dom of Gop; and a violent stride upon His moral 
government of the world. 


eventually triumph over the stratagems and exertions 


I am fully zatisfied, that the power of truth will 
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of error ; and that the wisdom and goodness of Go 
will be finally manifested, even by the Divisions 
that are. permitted. _— the professors of Chris- 
\tianity. 


With respect to the inhabitants of North Wales, 


I have seen so much positive virtue and holiness, 


so much resignation in distress, and patient suffer- 


ing under the most trying afflictions, so amply con- 
victive of the sincerity of their christian proſession, 
and 80 irresistibly conclusive that the spirit which 
possessed them must be divine, that. I have no hesi- 
tation in declaring, I am still more convinced than 
ever, there are many good. characters in every per- 
suasion of christians; and that the denomination is 
of very small importance, where the motives are 
pure, the demeanour holy, and the result happi-. 


« If these are christian virtues, I am Git. g 


The faith that can inspire this generous change, 
Must be divine, and glow with all its Gop. 


Friendship, and Constancy, and Right, and Pity, | 
All these were lessons I had learn'd before; 


But this unnatural grandeur of the soul, 


Is more than mortal, and outreaches virtue: 


Ron” TOR: ez] | 
a Hirr's Alxira. 
I am ever your's, 
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